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That Change which happened in the Queen’s 
Miniftry, in the Year 1710. 

Written in 0 £tober, m.dcc.xiv. 


H Aving continued, for near the fpace of 
four years, in a good degree of confidence 
with the miniftry then in being, although 
n ot with fo much power as was believed, or at leaft 
given out, by my friends as well as by my enemies, 
efpecially the latter, in both houfes of parliament: 
And this having happened during a very bufy pe¬ 
riod ot negotiations abroad, and management or 
intrigue at home, I thought it might probably, 
fome years hence, when the prefent feene fhall have 
given place to many new ones that will arife, be an 
entertainment to thofe who will have any perfonal 
regard for me or my memory, to let down fome 
particularities which fell under my knowledge and 
obfervation, while I was fuppoted, whether truly 
or no, to have part in the fecret of affairs. 

One circumftance I am a little forry for, that 1 
was too negligent (againft what I had always re- 
folved, and blamed others for not doing) in taking 
hints or journals of every thing material as it paff* 
ed, whereor I omitted many that I cannot now re- 
Vol. XII, .A colle&. 












2 MEMOIRS relating to the Change 

colkft, although I was convinced, by a thouiand 
iuftances, of the weaknefs of my memory. Bbr, 
to fay the truth, the nearer knowledge any man 
has in the affairs at court, the lefs he thinks them 
of confequence, or worth regarding. And thofe 
kind of pnffiges, which I have with curiofity found 
or fcarched tor in ]\5emoirs$* 1 wholly negkfted 
when they were freely communicated to me from 
the fir 11 hand, or were fuch wherein I adled myfelf. 
This I take to be one among other reafons why 
great minifters feldom give themfelves the trouble of 
recording the important parts of that adminittratior^ 
where they themfelves are at the head. They have 
extinguilh-id all that vanity which ufually poffeffes 
men during their firtt acquaintance at courts ; and, 
like the matters of a puppet-fhow, they defpife 
thofe motions which fill common fpetttators with 
wonder and delight. 

However, upon frequently recollecting the courfe 
of affairs during the time I* was either trutted or 
employed ; i am deceived, if in hittory there can 
be found any period more full of paffages, Which 
the curious of another age would be glad to know 
the fecret fprings of; or from whence more ufeful 
inttru&ions may be gathered for directing the con- 
dudl of thofe, who fhall hereafter have the good 
or ill fortune to be engaged in bufinefs of the 
Rate. 

It may probably enough happen, that thofe who 
fhall ac any time hereafter perule thefe papers, may 
think it not fnitable to the nature of them, that. 
Upon occafion, I* fometimes make mention of my¬ 
felf; who, during thefe tranfa&lons, and ever fince, 
was a perfon without titles or public employment. 
But fince the chief leaders of the faction then out 
of power, were plealed, in both houfes of parlia¬ 
ment, to take every opportunity of lhewing their 
malice, by mentioning me (and often by name) as 
one who was in the fecret of all affairs, and with¬ 
out 







in tie QUEEN’S MINISTRY. $ 

rut whofe advice or privity nothing was done, or 
employment difpofed of, it will not perhaps be im¬ 
proper to take notice of fome pafiages, wherein the 
public and myfelf were jointly concerned ; not to 
mention that the chief caule of giving myfelf this 
trouble, is to fatisfy my particular friends ; and, at 
word, if, after the fate of manuferipts, thefe pa¬ 
pers ihall, by accident.or indiferetion, fall into th£ 
public view, they will be no more liable to cenfure 
than other memoirs, publidied for many years paft 
in Eirgiifh, Trench, and Indian. The period of 
nme I defign to treat on, will commence with Sep¬ 
tember 17JC, from which time, till within two 
months of the Queen’s death, I was never abfent 
from court, except about fix weeks in Ireland. 

But, becaufe the ^reat change.of employments 
in her majefty’s family, as well as in the kingdom, 
was begun fome months before, and had been 
thought on from the time of Dr. Sacbeverel’s trial, 
while 1 was abfent, and lived retired in Ireland ; I 
fhail endeavour to recoiled!, as well as I am able, 
fome particulars I learned from the Earl of Oxford, 
the Lord Vifcount Bolingbroke, the Lady Mafhanv, 
^nd Doftor Atterbury, who were.beft able to in¬ 
form me. 

.1 have ofren with great earnefinefs prefled the 
Earl of Oxford, then -Lord Treafurer, and my 
Lady Maflvam, who were the foie pcrlbns which 
brought about that great change, to give me a par¬ 
ticular account of every circumftance and pafiage 
during that whole tranfadtion : Nor did this reejuefi: 
proceed from curioiity, or the ambition of know¬ 
ing and publiihing important fecrets ; but from a 
fin cere honelt delign of juftifying the Queen, in 
the meafures die then took, and after purfued, a- 
gainlt a load ot fcandal which would certainly he 
thrown on her memory, with fome appearance of 
truth. It was eaiy to forefee, even at that diftance, 
that the Queen cuuid not live manyjears; and it 
A 2 was 







4 MEMOIRS relating to the Change 

was fufficiently known, what party was moft in the 
good graces of the fucceflors ; and confequently 
what turns would be given, by hiltorians, to her 
Majefty’s proceedings, under a reign, where direct 
contrary meafures would probably be taken. For 
inftance, what would be more eafy to a malicious 
pen, than to charge the Queen with inconftancy, 
weakoefs, and ingratitude, in removing and difgra- 
cing the Duke of Marlborough, who had fo many 
years commanded her armies with vittory and fuc- 
cefs ; in dilplacing fo many great officers of her 
court and kingdom, by whole counfels (he had in 
all appearance fo profperoufly governed ; in ex¬ 
tending the marks of her leverity and difpleafure 
towards the wife and daughters, as well as relations 
and allies, of that perfon fhe had fo long employ¬ 
ed and fo highly trufted; and all this by the private 
intrigues of a woman of her bedchamber, in con¬ 
cert with an artful man, who might be fuppofed to 
have adted that bold part, only from a motive of 
revenge upon the lofs of his employments, or of 
ambition to come again into power ? 

Thefe were fome of the arguments I have often 
made ufe of with great freedom, both to the Earl 
of Oxford and my Lady Mafham, to incite them 
to furnifh me with materials for a fair account of 
that great tranfadtion, to which they always feemed 
as well difpofed as myfelf. My Lady Mafham did 
likewife allure me, that fhe had frequently inform¬ 
ed the Queen of my requeft, which her Majefty 
thought very reafonable, and did appear upon 
all occalions as delirous of preferving reputation 
with pofterity, as might juftly become a great- 
prince to be. 

But that incurable difeafe, either of negligence 
or procraftination, which influenced every action 
both of the Queen and the Earl of Oxford, did in 
fome fort infect every one who had credit or bufi- 
nefs in court; For, after foliciung near four years, 

to 
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to obtain a point of fo great importance to the 
Queen and her fervants, from whence I could pro- 
pole nothing but trouble, malice, and envy to mv- 
felf, it was perpetually put off. 

1 he fcheme I offered was, to write her Majefty’s 
reign ; and, that this work might not look officious 
or affc&ed, I was ready to accept the hiftoriogra- 
pher’s place, although-of inconfiderable value, and 
which I might be fure to be deprived of upon the 
Queen’s death. 

This negligence in the Queen, the Earl of Ox¬ 
ford, and my Lady Mafliam, is the caufe that I 
can give but an impcrfeft account of the firft 
fprings of that great change at court, after the trial 
of Dr. Sachcrerel, my memory not ferving me to 
retain all the fatts related to me ; but what I re¬ 
member I fliall here fet down. 

There was not, perhaps, in all England, a perfcn 
who underftood more artiricially to difguile her 
paffions than the late Queen. Upon her hrft com- 
ing to the throne, the Dutchefs of Marlborough 
had loft all favour with her, as her Majefty hath 
often acknowledged to thofe who have told it me. 
That Lady had long prefcrved an afcendant over 
her miftrefs, while ffie was princefs, which her Ma- 
jeftv, when ffie came to the crown, had neither 
patience to bear, nor fpirit to fubdue. This prin- 
cefs was fo exacft an obferver of forms, that Ihe 
feemed to have made it her ftudy, and would often 
defcend fo low, as to obferve, in her domeftics of 
either fex, who came in her prefence, whether a 
ruffle, a periwig, or the lining of a. coat, were un- 
fuitable at certain times. The Dutchefs, on the o- 
ther fide, who had been ufed to great familiarities, 
could not take it into her head, that any change of 
ftation ffiould put her upon changing her behavi¬ 
our, the continuance of which was the more often - 
five to her Majefty, whole other fer vants, of the 

greateft 
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MEMOIRS relating to the Change 

greatefl quality, did then trc.it her with the utmo£t 

Tefpefl. 

The Earl of Godolphin held in favour about 
three years longer, and then declined, although he 
kept his office till the general change. I have heard 
feveral reafoils given for her Majd'ty’s early difgull 
ngiinll that Lord. The Dutchefs, who had long 
been his friend, often prevailed on him to fblicic 
the Queen upon things vei y unacceptable to her, 
which her Majefty liked the worfe, as knowing 
from whence they originally came ; and his Lord- 
ihip, although he endeavoured to be as rcfpetfful 
as his nature would permit him, was, upon all oc- 
caiions, much too arbitrary and obtruding. 

To the Duke of Marlborough (he was wholly 
indifferent (as her nature in general prompted her 
to be, until his refllefs, impatient behaviour had 
turned her againft him. 

The Queen had not a flock of amity to ferve a- 
bove one object at a time; and further than a bare 
good or ill opinion, which file foon contracted and 
changed, and very often upon light grounds, Ihe 
could hardly be faid either to love or to hate any 
body. She grew fo jealous upon the change of her 
fervants, that often, out of fear of heing impofed 
upon, by an over caution, fhe would impofe upon 
hcrlelf; fhe took a delight in refusing thole who 
were thought to have greatefl power with her, even 
in the moft reafonable things, and fuch a$ were 
neceffary for her fervice; nor would let them be 
done till fhe fell into the humour of it herfelf. 

Upon the grounds I have already related, her 
Majelly had gradually conceived a moft rooted a- 
rerllon from the Duke and Dutchefs of Marlbo¬ 
rough, and the Eail of Gc dolphin : which fpread, 
in time, through all their allies and relations, par¬ 
ticularly to the Enl of Hertford, whofe ungovern¬ 
able temper had made him fail in his perfonal re- 
f.'cfls to her Majeftw.. 


This 
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This I take to have been the principal ground of 
the Queen’s refolutions to make a change of fome 
officers, both in her family and kingdom ; and that 
thefe refolutions did not proceed from any real ap- 
prehenlion fhe had or danger to the church or mo¬ 
narchy. For, although fhe had been ffridtly edu¬ 
cated in the former, and very much approved its 
doctrine and difciplirre, yet fhe was not fo ready 
to forefce any attempts again# it by the partv then 
prefiding. But the fears that mod influenced her, 
were fbch as concerned her own power and prero¬ 
gative, which thofe neareft about her were making 
daily encroachments upon, by their undutifui be¬ 
haviour and unreafonable demands. 

The deportment of the Dutchefs of Marlbo¬ 
rough, while the prince lay expiring, was of fuch 
a nature, that the Queen,'then in the heights of 
grief, was not able to bear it; but, with marks of 
dHpleafure in her countenance, fhe ordered the 
Dutchefs to withdraw, and fend Mrs. Mafham to 
her. 

I forgot to relate an affair that happened, as T 
remember, about a twelvemonth before Prince 
Geoige s death. ^ his Prince had long conceived 
an incurable averfion from that party, and was re- 
folved to ufe his utmoll credit with the Queen his 
wife to get rid of them. There fell out an inci¬ 
dent which feemed to favour this attempt; for the 
Queen, refolving to bellow a regiment upon Mr 
ihl\ t brother to Mrs. Mafham, fignified her piea- 
fure to the Duke of Marlborough \ who, in a man¬ 
ner not very dutiful, refufed his confent, and reti¬ 
red in anger to the country. After fome heats, the 
regiment was given to a third perfon : But the 
Queen refented this matter fo highly, which flic 
thought had been promoted by the Earl of Godol- 
phin, that fhe refolved immediately to remove the 
latter. I was told, and it was then generally re¬ 
ported* that Mr. St. John carried a letter from her 

Majefty 
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Majefty to the Duke of Marlborough, fignifymg 
her resolutions to take the Raff from the Earl of 
Godolphin, and that (lie exptdted his Grace’s com¬ 
pliance ; to which the Duke returned a very hum¬ 
ble anlwer. I cannot engage for this paflage, it 
having never come into my head to ;dk Mr. St. 
John about it : But, the account Mr. Harley and 
he gave me was, That the Duke of Marlborough 
and the Earl of Godolphin had concerted with 
them upon a moderating fcheme, wherein fome of 
both parties fhould be employed, but with a more 
favourable afpeft towards the church : That a 
meeting was appointed lor completing this work: 
That in the mean time, the Duke and Dutchefs of 
Marlborough, and the Earl of Godolphin, were 
iecretly ufing their utmoR efforts with the Queen 
to turn Mr. Harley, (who was then Secretary of 
State) and all his friends, out of their employ¬ 
ments : 1 hat the Queen, on the other lide, who 
had a great opinion of Mr. Harley’s integrity and 
abilities, would not confent, and was determined to 
remove the Earl of Godolphin. This was not above 
a month before the fealbn of the year when the 
Duke of Marlborough was to embark for Flanders; 
and, the very night in which Mr. Harley and his 
friends had appointed were to meet his Grace and 
the Earl of Godolphin, George Churchill the Duke’s 
brother, who was in good credit with the Prince, 
told his Highncfs, that the Duke was firmly deter¬ 
mined to lay down his command, if the Earl of 
Godolphin went out, or if Mr. Harley and his 
friends were fufFered to continue in. The Prince, 
thus intimidated by Churchill, reported the matter 
to the Queen ; and, the time and fervice preffing, her 
Majefty was unwillingly forced to yield. The two 
great Lords failed the appointment; and, the next 
morning, the Duke at his levee faid aloud in a care- 
lei's manner to thofe that Rood round him, 1 hat 
Mr. Harley was turned out. 


Upon 
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Upon the Prince’s death, November 1708, the 
two great Lords fo often mentioned, who had been 
for lome years united with the Low-church party, 
and had long engaged to take them into power, 
were now in a capacity to make good their pro- 
mifes, which his Highnefs had ever moft ftrenu- 
oufly oppofed. The Lord Sommers was made Pre- 
fident of the council, the Earl of Wharton Lieu¬ 
tenant of Ireland, and fome others of the fame 
Ramp were put into confiderable pods. 

It fhould feem to me, that the Duke and Earl 
were not very willingly drawn to impart fo much 
power to thofe of that party, who expected thefe 
removals for fome years before, and were always 
put off upon pretence of the Prince’s unwillingnefs 
to have them employed. And I remember, fome 
months before his Highnefs’s death, my Lord 
Sommers, who is a perfon of referve enough, com¬ 
plained to me with great freedom of the ingratitude 
of the Duke and Earl, who, after the fervice he 
and his friends had done them in making the u- 
nion, would hardly treat them with common civi¬ 
lity. Neither fliall I ever forget, that he readily 
owned to me, that the Union was or no other ler- 
vice to the nation, than by giving a remedy to that 
evil, which my Lord Godolphin had brought up¬ 
on us, by perluaciing the Queen to pafs the Scotch 
aSl of fecurity. But to return from this digref- 
fion. 

Upon the admiflion of thefe men into employ¬ 
ments, the court foon ran into extremity of Low- 
church meafures ; and although, in the Houle of 
Commons, Mr. Harley, Sir Simon Harcourt, 
Mr. St. John, and fome others, made great and 
bold Hands in delence of the conftitution, yet they 
were always borne down by a majority. 

It was, I think, during this period of time, that 
the Duke of Marlborough, whether by a motive 
of ambition, or a love of money, or by the ralh 
Vol. XII. B counfels 
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counfels of his wife the Dutchefs, made that bol^ 
attempt of deiiring the Queen to give him a com- 
million to be General for life. Her Majefty’s an- 
iwci was, 1 hat fhe would take time to confider it; 
and, in the mean while, the Duke advifed with 
the Lord Cowper, then Chancellor, about the 
form in which the commiffion fliould be drawn. 
1 he Chancellor, very much to his honour, endea¬ 
voured to diiluade the Duke from engaging in fo 
dangerous an affair ; and protefted he would never 
pu the great leal to fudi a commiffion. 

Bur the Queen was highly alarmed at this ex¬ 
traordinary proceeding in the Duke, and talked to 
a perfon whom fhe had then taken into confidence, 
as it (he apprehended an attempt upon the crown. 
I he Duke or Argyle, and one or two more Lords, 
wete (as I have been toid) in a verv private man¬ 
ner brought to the Queen. This Duke was under 
gnat obligations to the Duke of Marlborough, 
who had placed him in a high ffation in the army, 
preferted many of his friends, and procured him 
the garter. But, his unquiet and ambitious fpirit, 
never eafy while there was any one above him, 
made him, upon fome trifling refentments, con¬ 
ceive an inveterate hatred againft: his General. 
When he was confulted what courle fhould be ta¬ 
ken upon the Duke of Marlborough’s requeft to be 
General for lire ; and whether any danger, might 
be apprehended from the refufal ; 1 was told, he 
luddenly aniwered. That her Majefty need not be 
in pain ; for, he would undertake, whenever fhe 
commanded, to feize the Duke at the head of his 
troops, and bring him away either dead or alive. 

About this time happened the famous trial of 
Dr. Sacheverel, which arofe from a foolifh paflion- 
ate pique of the Earl of Godolphin, whom this 
divine was luppofed, in a fermon,* to have refledted 
on under the name of Volpone , as my Lord Som¬ 
mers, a few months after, confdEd 'to me ■> and. 

at 
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Qt the fame time, that he had earneitly, and in 
vain endeavoured, to difTuade the Lari from that 
attempt. However, the impeachment went on in 
the form and manner which every body knows, 
and therefore there need not be any thing laid of it 
here. 

Mr. Harley, who came up to town during the 
time of the impeachment, wa^, by the intervention 
of Mrs. Mafham, privately brought to the Queen, 
and, in fome meetings, eafily convinced her Ma- 
jefty of the difpofitions of her people, as they ap¬ 
peared in the courle of that trial in favour of the 
church, and againfl the mealures of thofe in her 
fervice. It was not without a good deal of diffi¬ 
culty* that Mr. Harley was able to procure this 
private accefs to the Queen, the Dutchefs of Marl¬ 
borough, by her emifiaries, watching all the ave¬ 
nues to the back-flairs, and upon all occafions, 
difcovering their jealoufy of him ; whereof he told 
me a paffage, no otherwife worth relating, than as 
it gives an idea of an infblent, jealous minifler, who 
wou d wholly ingrofs the power and favour of 
his Sovereign, Mr. Harley, upon his removal 
from the Secretary’s office, by the intrigues of 
the Duke of Marlborough and the Earl of Godol- 
phin, as I have above related, going out of town, 
was met by the latter of thefe two Lords near Ken- 
fington-gate. The Earl, in a high fit of jealoufy, 
goes immediately to the Queen, reproaches her 
for privately feeing Mr Harley, and was hardly fo 
civil as to be convinced with her Majefty’s frequent 
proteflations to the co:>:rary 

Thefe fufpicions, I fay, made it hard for her 
Majefly and Mr. Harley to have private interviews; 
neither had he made ufe of the opportunities he 
met with to open himfelf fo much to her, as fhe 
feemed to expert, and delired ; although Mrs. 
Mafham, in right of her flation in the bed-cham¬ 
ber, had taken all proper occafions of purfuinr r 
B 2 lyhat 
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what Mr. Harley had begun. In this critical junc¬ 
ture, the Queen hemmed in, and as it were impri- 
foned, by the Dutchefs of Marlborough and her 
creatures, was at a lofs how to proceed. One e- 
vening a letter was brought to Mr. Harley, all dir¬ 
ty, and by the hand of a very ordinary meflengqr ; 
he read the fuperfcription, and law it was the 
Queen’s writing ; he lent for the melTenger, who 
faid he knew not whence the letter came, but that 
it was delivered him by an under-gardener, I for¬ 
get whether of Hampton-court or Kcnfington. 
The letter mentioned the difficulties her Majefty 
was under, blaming him for not fpeaking with 
more freedom, and more particularly, and dehriDg 
his afliflance. With this encouragement he went 
more frequently, although Hill as private as poll!- 
ble, to the back-ftairs ; and from that time began 
to have entire credit with the Queen. He then 
told her of the dangers to her crown, as well as to 
the church and monarchy itfelf, from the councils 
and actions of fome of her fervants: That fhe 
ought gradually to leffen the exorbitant power of 
the Duke and Dutchefs of Marlborough, and the 
Earl of Godolphin, by taking the difpofition of 
employments into her own hands: That it did not 
become her to be a {lave to a party; but to reward 
thofe who may deferve by their duty and loyalty, 
whether they were fuch as were called of the High- 
church or Low-church. In Ihort whatever views 
he had then in his own breaft; or how far foever 
he intended to proceed, the turn of his whole dif- 
courfe was intended, in appearance, only to put 
the Queen upon what they called a moderating 
fclieme ; which however made fo flrong an im- 
preflion upon her, that when this miniftcr, led by 
the neceflity of affairs, the general difpofition of 
the people, and probably by his own inclinations, 
put her Majefty upon going greater lengths than 
Ihe had fir ft intended, it put him upon innumer¬ 
able 
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able difficulties, and fome infuperable ; as we ffiall 
fee in the progrefs of this change. 

Her Majefty, purfuant to Mr. Harley’s advice, 
refolved to difpofe of the iird great employment 
that fell, according to her own pleafure, without 
confulting any of her minifters. To put this in 
execution, an opportunity foon happened by the 
death of the Earl of Effex, whereby the lieutenancy 
of the tower became vacant. It was agreed between 
the Queen and Mr. Harley, that the Earl Rivers 
fhould go immediately to the Duke of Marlborough 
and defire his Grace’s good offices with the Queen 
to procure him that pod. The Earl went accor¬ 
dingly, was received with abundance of profeffions 
of kindnefs by the Duke, who laid the lieutenancy 
of the tower was not worth his Lordfliip’s accep¬ 
tance, and defired him to think of fomething elfe. 
The Earl dill indited, and the Duke dill continued 
to put him off; at length Lord Rivers dedred his 
Grace’s confent to let him go himfclf and beg this 
favour of the Queen, and hoped he might tell her 
Majedy, his Grace had no objetdion to him. All this 
the Duke readily agreed to, as a matter of no confe- 
quence. The Earl went to the Qtieen, who imme¬ 
diately gave orders for his commiffion. He had 
not long left the Queen’s prefence, when the Duke 
of Marlborough, fufpe<ding nothing that would 
happen, went to the Qiieen, told her the lieute¬ 
nancy of the tower falling void by the death of the 
Earl of Effex, he hoped her Majedy would bedow 
it upon the Duke of Northumberland, and give the 
Oxford regiment, then commanded by that Duke, 
to the Earl of Hertford. The Queen faid, he was 
come too late ; that flie had already granted the 
lieutenancy to Earl Rivers, who had told her that 
he (the Duke) had no objection to him. The 
Duke, much furprifed at this new manner of treat¬ 
ment, and making complaints in her Majedy’s pre¬ 
fence, was however forced to lubmit. 


The 
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The Queen went on by flow degrees. Not to 
mention forne changes of lefler moment, the Duke 
or Kent was forced to compound for his chamber- 
lain s ftafr, which was given to the Duke of Shrewf- 
buiy, while the Earl of Godolphin was out of 
town I think at Newmarket: His Lordfhip, on 
the fir ft news, came immediately up to court; but 
the thing was done, and he made as good a coun¬ 
tenance to the Duke of Shrewfbury a- he was ca¬ 
pable of. The circumftances of the Earl of Sun¬ 
derland s removal, and the reafons alledged, are 
known enough. His ungovernable temoer had o, 
verfwayed him to fail in his refpects to her Maief- 
ty s perfon. J 

. Mean-time both parties flood at gaze, not know- 
mg to what thefe fteps would lead, or where they 
would end. The Earl of Wharton, then in Ire, 
land, being deceived by various intelligence from 
hence, endeavoured to hide his uncafineis as well as 
he could. Some of his fanguine correfpondents had 
fcnt him word, that the Queen began to flop her 
hand, and the church party to delpond. At the 
fame tmie, the Duke of Shrewfbury happened to 
fend him a letter filled with great expreflions of ci- 
V1 u y : karl was fo weak upon reading it, as 

to cry out before two or three ftanders-by, “ Damn 
* f lun ’ he “ "'“king fair weather with me : but, 
by G——d I will have his head.” 

. ^ ‘befe fliort hopes were foon blafted, bv tak¬ 
ing the freafurer’s ft iff from the Earl of Godol- 
phin ; which was done in a manner not very era, 
cious, her Majefty lending him a letter bv a very 
ordmary meffenger, commanding him to break it. 

. , V was immediately put into commiflion, 

with Earl Powlet at the head ; but Mr. Harley, who 
was one of the number, and at the fame time made 
' 1<in “ llo r of the Exchequer, was already fuppoled 
to pi elide behind the curtain. 1 1 * 


Upon 
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Upon the fall of that great minifter and favour- 
fite, that whole parry became difpirited, and feemed 
to exp t€t the word that could follow. The Earl 
of Wharton immediately defired, and obtained 
leave, to come lor England, leaving that kingdom, 
wher-* he had be avcd himfelf with the urmoft 
profligatenefs injuifice, arbitrary proceedings, and 
corruption, with the hatred and deteflation of all 
good men, even of his own party. 

And here, becaue my coming into the know¬ 
ledge of the new miniftry began about this time, I 
muif digreh a little, to relate fome circumilances 
previous to ir. 

Although I had been for many years before no 
ftranger to the court, and had made the nature of 
government a grear parr of my ftudy, yet I had 
dealt very little with politics, either in writing or 
a fling, until about a year before the late King 
William s death ; when, returning with the Earl 
of Berkeley from Ireland, and falling upon the 
fubjeff of the five great Lords, who were then 
impeached for high crimes and mifdemeanors, by 
the Houle of Commons, I happened to lay, that 
the fame manner of proceeding, at leaft as it ap¬ 
peared to me from the news we received of it in 
Ireland, had ruined the liberties of Athens and 
Rome, and that it might be eafy to prove it from 
hiftory. Soon after I went to London, and, in a 
few weeks, drew up a difeourfe, under the title of 
The C ntejh ami DiJJentions cf the Nobles and Commons 
in A:bens and Rome , with the consequences they hetd^ 
upon both teofe States, i his difeourie I lent very pri¬ 
vately to the prefs, with the ffri&efl injun&ions to 
conceal the author, and returned immediately to 
my refidence in Ireland. The book was grredily 
bought, and read ; and charged fome tinu upon 
my Lord Sommers, and fome time upon f t BL.op 
of Salifbury; the i tter of whom told me aitcr- 
wards, that he was forced to diiown it in a \ ry 

public 
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public manner, for fear of an impeachment, 
wherewith he was threatened *. 

Returning next year for England, and hearing 
of the great approbation this piece had received^ 
(which was the fir ft I ever printed f), I muft con- 
fefs, the vanity of a young man prevailed with me, 
to let myfelf be known for the author : Upon 
which my Lord Sommers and Hallifax, as well as 
the Bifhop above mentioned, defired my acquain¬ 
tance, with great marks of eftecm and profeflions 
of kindnels : Not to mention the Earl of Sunder¬ 
land, who had been of my old acquaintance. They 
lamented that they were not able to ferve me fince 
the death of the King, and were very liberal in 
promifing me the greateft preferments I could hope 
for, if ever it came in their power. I foon grew 
domeftic with Lord Hallifax, and was as often with 
Lord Sommers, as the formality of his nature (the 
only unconverftble fault he had) made it agreeable 
to me. 

It was then I began to trouble myfelf with the 
difference between the principles of Whig and To¬ 
ry ; having formerly employed myfelf in other, 
and, 1 think, much better speculations. I talked of¬ 
ten upon thisfubjed with Lord Sommers ; tolclhim, 
that, having been long converfant with the Greek 
and Roman authors, and therefore a lover of liberty, 
I found myfelf much inclined to be what they cal¬ 
led a Whig in politics; and that, befides, I thought it 

* VUc Swift’s eflay upon the life, writings, and chara£>er of Dr. 
Jonathan Swift, chap. vi. p. 121, where there is a droll, pleafant 
dialogue, between Dr. Swift and Bidiop Sheridan, relating to this 
famous traft. 

f Meaning the Gift political piece he had ever printed \ otherwife 
it is not true. For, the Tale ot a Tub, and the Eattle of the 
Books, were printed in or about the year 1697. Or, perhaps, Dr. 
Swift, having not thought proper to acknowledge himfelf tue author 
of thofe piece?, imagined he had a tight to fay, this difccurfe was 
tiie fnft he hjd ever piinred j two or three poems, in the Athenian 
Oracle, which were printed when he was a very young man, bang 
not worth his rcmcmbiance. 

impoffible, 
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impoffible, upon any other principle, to defend or 
fubmit to the Revolution : But, as to religion, I 
confefied myfelf to be an High-churchman, and that 
I did not conceive how any one who wore the habit 
of a clergyman, could be otherwife : That I had 
obferved very well with what infolence and haughti- 
nefs fome Lords of the High-church party treated 
not only thetr own chaplains, but all other clergy¬ 
men whatfoever, and thought this was lufficient- 
ly recompenfed by their profeffions of zeal to 
the church: That I had likewife obferved how the 
Whig Lords took a direct contrary meafure, treat¬ 
ed the perfons of particular clergymen with great 
courteiy, but fhewed much ill-will and contempt 
for the order in general: That I knew it was ne- 
ceffiry for their party, to make their bottom as 
wide as they could, by taking all denominations of 
Proteftants to be members of their body: ihatl 
would net enter into the mutual reproaches made 
by the violent, men on either lide ; but, that the 
connivance, or encouragement, given by the Whigs 
to thofe writers of pamphlets, who reflected upon 
the whole body of the clergy, without any excep¬ 
tion, would unite the church, as one man, to op- 
pofe them: And, that I doubted his Lordfhip’s 
friends did not confider the confequence of this. 
My Lord Sommers, in appearance, entered very 
warmly into the fame opinion, and faid very much 
of the endeavours he had often ufed to redrefs that 
evil 1 complained of. This his Lordfliip, as well 
as my Lord Halifax, (to whom I have talked in 
the fame manner) can very well remember : And 
I have indeed been told by an honourable gentle¬ 
man of the fame parry, that both their Lordfhips, 
about the time of Lord Godolphin’s removal, did. 
Upon occalion, call to mind what I had faid to them 
five years before. 

In my journeys to England I continued upon the 
fame foot of acquaintance with the two Lords lall 

Vol. XII.. C mentioned, 








Itf 


MEMOIRS relating to the Change 

mentioned, until the time of Prince George’s deatfr, 
when the Queen, who, as is before related, had 
for fome years favoured that party, now made 
Lord Sommers Preiident of the council, and the 
Earl of Wharton Lieurenant of Ireland. Being 
then in London, I received letters from fome Bi- 
fhops of Ireland, to follicit the Earl of Wharton 
about the remittal of the fird-fruits* and tenths 
to the clergy there, which the Queen had long pro¬ 
ofed, and wherein I had been employed before, 
with fome hopes of fuccefs from the Earl of Go- 
dolphin. It is the fird time I ever was in company 
with the Earl of Wharton ; he received me with 
fuificient coldnefs, and anfwered the requed I made 
in behalf ol the clergy with very poor and lame ex- 
cufes. which amounted to a refufal. I complained 
of this ufage to Lord Sommers, who would needs 
bring us together to his houle, and prefent me to 
him ; where he received me as dryly as before. 

It was every body’s opinion, that the Earl of 
Wharton would endeavour, when he went to Ire¬ 
land, to take off* the ted, as a dep to have it taken 
od here : Upon which I drew up and printed a 
pamphlet, by way of a letter from a member of 
parliament here, fhewing the danger to the church 
by fuch an intent. Although I took aU eare to be 
private, vet the Lieutenant’s chaplain, and fome o- 
thers, guefftd me to be the author, and told his* 
Excellency their fufpicions ; whereupon I law him 
no more until 1 went to Ireland. At my taking 
leave of Lord Sommers, he dedred I would carry a 
letter from him to the Earl of Wharton, which I 
abfolutely refufed •, yet he ordered it to be left at 
my lodgings. I daid fome months in Leiceder- 
fhire ; went to Ireland ; and, immediately upon 
my landing, retired to my country-parifh, without 
feeing the Lieutenant, or any other perfon ; reviv¬ 
ing to fend him Lord Sommers’s letter by the pod. 
hut; being called up to town, by the incefiant en¬ 
treaties 
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■treaties of my friends, I went and delivered my let¬ 
ter, and immediately withdrew. During the great- 
eft part of his government, I lived in the country, 
faw the Lieutenanant very feldom when I came to 
town, nor ever entered into the leaft degree of 
confidence with him, or his friends, except his fe- 
cretary Mr. Addifon, who had been my old and 
intimate acquaintance. 

Upon the news of great changes here, he affeft- 
ed very much to carefs me, which i underftood 
well enough to have been an old practice with 
him, in order to render men odious to the church- 
party. 

I mentioned thefe infignificant particulars, as it 
will be eafily judged, for fome reafons that are 
purely perfonal to myfelf; it having been objected 
by feveral of thofe poor pamphleteers, who have 
blotted fo much paper to fhew their malice againft 
me, that I was a favourer of the low-party. Where¬ 
as it hath been manifeft to all men, that, during 
the high eft dominion of that faction, 1 had pub¬ 
lished leveral tracts in opposition to the measures 
then taken: For inftance, A Project for the Re¬ 
formation of Manners, in a letter to the Countefe 
of Berkeley ; the fentimencs of a church of England 
man; an argument againft abolifhing Chriftianity; 
and, laftly, a letter to a member of parliament a- 
gainft taking off the teft in Ireland, which I have 
already mentioned to have been publilhcd at the 
time the Earl of Wharton was letting out to his 
government of that kingdom. But thofe who are 
loud and violent in coffeehoufes, although general¬ 
ly they do a caufe more hurt than good, yet will 
feldom allow any other merit ; and it is not to 
fuch as thefe that I attempt to vindicate myfelf. 

About the end of Auguft 1710, I went forE lg- 
Jand, at the defire, and by the appointment of the 
Archbifhops and Bilhops of that kingdom ; under 
whole hands 1 had a commiffion to lollicit, in cop- 
C 2 jun&ion 


20 MEMOIRS relating to the Change 

junftion with'two bifhops who-were then in Loft* 
don, the firft-fruits and twentieths to the clergy, 
which had been many years folicited in vain. Uppn 
my arrival in town, \ found the two bifhops were 
gone into the country; whereupon I got myfelf, in¬ 
troduced to Mr. Harley, who was then Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and atted as firft minifter. He 
received me with great kindnefs ; told me that he 
and his friends had long expefted my arrival; and, 
upon (hewing my commiffion, immediately under¬ 
took to perform it, which he accordingly did in lefs 
than three weeks, having fettled it at five meetings 
with the Queen, according to a fcheme I offered 
him, and got me the Queen’s promife for a further 
and more important favour to the clergy of Ire¬ 
land ; which the bifhops there, deceived by mifin- 
formation, not worth mentioning in this paper, pre¬ 
vented me from bringing to a good iffue. 

When the affair of the firft-fruits was fully di£ 
patched, I returned my humble thanks to Mr. Har¬ 
ley, in the name of the clergy of Ireland, and of 
my own, and offered to take my leave, as intend¬ 
ing immediately to return to that kingdom. Mr. 
Harley told me, he and his friends knew very well 
what ufeful things I had written againft the prin¬ 
ciples of the late difcarded fa&ion ; and, that my 
perfonal efteem for feveral among them, would not 
make me a favourer of their caufe: That there 
was now entirely a new fcene : That the Queen was 
refolved to employ none but thofe who were friends 
to the conftitution of church and ftate : That their 
great difficulty lay in the want of fome good per), 
to keep up the fpirit railed in the people, to affert 
the principles, and juftify the proceedings of the 
new minifters. * Upon that fubjcft befell into fowe 
perfonal civilities , which will not become me to repeat . 

* Thefe words printed in Italics are Crafed in the original, per¬ 
haps to avud the imputation ot vanity. 

He 
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He added, That this province was in the hand$.of 
feveral perfons, among whom Tome were too bufy, 
and others too idle, to purfue it; and concluded, 
that it Ihould be his particular care to eftablifh me 
here in England, and reprefent me to the Queen 
as a perfon they could not be without. 

I promifed to do my endeavours in that way for 
fome few months ; to which he replied, He expedl- 
ed no more; and that he had other and greater 
occafions for me, 

Upon the rife of this Miniftry, the principal 
perfons in power thought it neccflary that fome 
weekly paper fhould be publifhed, with juft reflec¬ 
tions upon former proceedings, and defending the 
prefent meafures of her Majcfty. This was begun 
about the time of the Lord Godolphin’s removal, 
under the name of the Examiner. About a dozen 
of thefe papers, written with much fpirit and fharp- 
nefs, fome by Mr. Secretary St. John, fince Lord 
Bolingbroke ; others by Dr. Atterbury, fince Bi- 
fhop of Rochefter; and others again by Mr Prior, 
Doctor Friend. &c. were publifhed with great ap- 
plaufe. But thefe gentlemen grown weary of the 
work, or otherwife employed, the determination 
was, that I fhould continue it, which I did accord¬ 
ingly about eight months. But my ftile being foon 
difeovered, and having contracted a great number 
of enemies, I let it fall into other hands, who held 
it up in fome manner until her Majefty’s death. 

It was Mr. Harley’s cuftom, every Saturday, that 
four or five of his moil intimate friends, among 
thofe he had taken in upon the great change made 
at court, fhould dine at his houfe ; and, after a- 
bout two month’s acquaintance, I had the honour 
always to be one of the number. This company, 
at firft, confifted only of the Lord keeper Har- 
court, the Earl Rivers, the Earl of Peterborow, 
Mr. Secretary St. John, and myfelf: And here, 
after dinner, they ufed to di Vourfe, and fettle mat¬ 
ters 
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ters of great importance. Several other Lords 
were afterwards, by degrees, admitted ; as, the 
Dukes of Ormond, Shrewfbnry, and Argyle; the 

Earls of A-y, Dartmouth, and P-1 ; the 

Lord B-v, See. Ihefe meetings we always con¬ 

tinued, except when the Queen was at Wind for.; 
but, as they grew more numerous, became of lefs 
confequence ; and ended only in drinking and ge¬ 
neral converlation ; of which 1 may, perhaps, have 
occalion to fpeak hereafter. 

My early appearance at thefe meetings, which 
many thought to be of greater confequence than 
really they were, could not be concealed, although 
I ufed all mv endeavours to that purpofe. This 
gave the occalion to fome great men, who thought 
me already in the fecrct, to complain to me of the 
fufpicions entertained by many of our friends in 
relation to Mr. Harley, even before he was Lord 
T reafurer ; lo early were fown thofe feeds of dif- 
content, which afterwards grew up lo high. The 
cauie of their complaint was, That fo great a num¬ 
ber of the adverle party continued in employment; 
and fome particularly the Duke of Somerlet and 
Earl of Cholmondelv, in great Rations at court. 
They could not believe Mr. Harley was in earned; 
but that he deiigned to conditute a modv compi'e* 
heniive adminiftration, which they laid*the king¬ 
dom would never endure. I was once invited to a 
meeting of fome Lords and gentlemen, where thefe 
grievances were at large related to me, with an ear¬ 
ned Jefire that I wouid reprefent them in the moft 
relp ct ul manner ro Mr. Harley, upon a fuppofi- 
tion that 1 was in high credit with him. I excufed 
inylelf from fuck an office upon the newnefs of my 
acquaintance with Mr. Harley ; however, I repre- 
lented the matter fairly to him ; againd which he 
argued a good deal, from the general realons of 
politicians; the neceffity of keeping men in hopes, 
the danger of diiobliging thole who mult remain 

unpro- 
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improvided for, and the like ufual topics among 
ftatefmen. But there was a lecret in this matter, 
which neither I, nor indeed any of his moil inti¬ 
mate friends, were then apprifed of; neither did 
he, at that time, enter with me further than to af- 
fure me very folemnly. That no perfon ihould have 
the Imalled employment, either civil or military, 
whofe piincipies were not firm for the church and 
monarchy. 

However, thefe over moderate proceedings in 
the court, gave rife to a party in the Houfe of 
Commons, which appeared under the name of the 
QElober-club\ a f.mtaftic appellation, found out to dif- 
tinguiih a number of country gentlemen, and their 
adherents, who profdlcd in the greated degree 
what was called the High church principle. They 
grew in number to aimo{l a third part of the houfe, 
held their meetings at certain times and places, and 
there concerted what mealures they were to take in 
parliament. I hey pi of died their jealoufy of the 
court and minidry ; declared, upon all occalions, 
their dclire of a more general change, as well as of 
a drift inquiry into former miimanagoraent; and 
feemed to expect, that thole in power ihould open¬ 
ly avow the old principles in church and date. I 
was then of opinion, and dill continue fo, that if 
this body of men could have remained fome tin e 
united, they would have put the crown under a ne- 
ceffity of acting in a more deady and drenuous 
manner. But Mr. HarlcV, who bed knew the dif- 
poiltion of the Queen, was forced to break their 
mealures ; which he diJ by that very obvious con¬ 
trivance of dividing them among themfelves, and 
rendering them jealous of each other. The mini- 
ders gave every where out, that the Oftober-club 
were their friends, and afted by their directions ; 
to confirm which, Mr. Secretary bt. John, and 
Mr. B-, afterwards Chancellor of the Exche¬ 

quer, publicly dined with them at one of their meet¬ 
ing*. 
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ings. Thus were eluded all the confequences o( 
that a {Terribly ; although a remnant of them, who 
conceived themfelves betrayed by the reft, did after¬ 
wards meet under the denomination of the March- 
club, but without any edeCf. 

The parliament, which then rofe, had been cho- 
fen without any endeavours from the court, to fe- 
cure elections ; neither, as I remember, were any 
of the lieutenancies changed throughout the king¬ 
dom. For the trial of Dr. Sacheverel had raifed, 
or difeovered, fuch a fpirit in all parts, that the 
niinifters could very fafely leave the electors to 
themfelves, and thereby gain the reputation of aCt- 
ing by a free parliament. Yet this proceeding was, 
by fome refiners of both parties, numbered among 
the drains of Mr. Harley’s politics, who was faid 
to avoid an over great majority, which is apt to be 
unruly, and not enough under the management of 
a minidry. But, from the fmall experience I have 
of courts, I have ever found refinements to be the 
word fort of all conjectures ; and from this one occa¬ 
sion I take leave to obferve, that of fome hundreds 
of fadts, for the real truth of which I can account, 
I never yet knew any refiner to be once in the right. 
I have already told, that the true reafon why the 
court did not interpofe in matter of elections, was, 
becaufe they thought themfelves fure of a majority, 
and therefore could acquire reputation at a cheap 
rate. Befides, it afterwards appeared upon fome 
exigencies, which the court had much at heart, 
that they were more than once like to fail for want 
of numbers. Mr. Harley, in order to give credit 
to his adminidration, refolved upon two very im¬ 
portant points; fird, to fecure the unprovided debt3 
of the nation ; and, fecondly, to pur an end to the 
war Of the methods he took to compafs both 
thofe ends, I have treated at large in another work: 
i :i»ail only obferve, that while he was preparing to 
open to the Houle ot Commons his fcheme for fe- 

curing 
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curing the public debts, he was dabbed by the Mar¬ 
quis de Guifcard, while he was fitting in the coun¬ 
cil-chamber at the Cockpit, with a committee of 
nine or ten Lords of the cabinet, met on purpofe 
to examine the Atfarquis, upon a difcovery of a 
treafonable correfpondence he held with France. 

This fa£t was fo uncommon in the manner and 
circumdances of it, that although it be pretty well 
known at the time I am now writing, by a printed 
account, toward which I furnifhed the author with 
fome materials, yet I thought it would not be pro¬ 
per wholly to omit it here. The adaffin was feized 
by Mr. Harley’s order, upon the eigth of March 
1710-11 ; and, brought before the committee of 
Lords, was examined about his correfponding with 
France: Upon his denial Mr. Harley produced a 
letter, which he could not deny to be his own 
hand. The Marquis, prepared for mifehief, had 
conveyed a penknife into his pocket, while the mef- 
fenger kept him attending in one of the offices be¬ 
low. Upon the furprife of his letter appearing a- 
gaind him, he came fuddenly behind Mr. Harley, 
and reaching his arm round, dabbed that minider 
into the middle of the bread, about a quarter of 
an inch above the cartilago enfiformis; the penknife 
driking upon the bone, and otherwife obdru&ed 
by a thick embroidered waidcoat, broke fhort at 
the handle, which Guifcard dill grafped and re¬ 
doubled his blow. i he condition upon this acci¬ 
dent is eader conceived than deferibed: The refult 
was, that the Marquis, whether by the wounds gi¬ 
ven him by fome of the Lords, or the bruifes he 
received from the meflengers while they were feiz- 
ing him, or the neglect of his furgeon ; or that, 
being unwilling to live, he indudrioufly concealed 
one of his wounds ; he died in a few days after. 
But Mr. Harley, after a long illneis, and fre¬ 
quent ill fymptoms, had the good fortune to re¬ 
cover. 
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Guifcard was the younger brother of the Count’ 
of that name, a very honourable and worthy per¬ 
son, formerly governor of Namur. But this Mar¬ 
quis was a reproach to his family, proffitute in his 
morals, iinpious in religion, and a traitor to his 
prince : As to the reft, of a very poor underftand- 
ing, and the moft tedious, trifling talker, 1 ever 
Converted with. He was grown needy by fquan- 
dering upon his vices, was become contemptible 
both here and in Holland, his regiment taken from 
him, and his penfion retrenched ; the defpair of 
which fir ft put him upon his French correipond- 
ence ; and the difcovery of that drove him into 
madnefs. 1 had known him fome years ; and, meet¬ 
ing him upon the Mali a few hours before his exa¬ 
mination, I obferyed to a friend' then with me, that 
I wondered to tee Guifcard pafs fo often by without 
taking notice of me. But although, in the latter 
part of his life, his countenance grew cloudy <°- 
nough, yet I confefs I never fufpeefed him to be a 
man of iefolution, or courage, fufficient to bear 
him out in fo defperate an attempt. 

I have fome very good reafons to know, that the 
hi it mifunderftanding between Mr. Harley and Mr. 
St. John, which afterwards had fucli unhappy con¬ 
sequences upon the public affairs, took its rife du¬ 
ring the time that the former lay iU of his wounds, 
and his recovery doubtful. Mr. St. John affedted 
to fay in feveral companies, that Guifcard intended 
the biow againft him ; which, if it were true, the 
comequen'cc muft be, that Mr. St. John had all the 
nierit, while Mr. Harley remained with nothin? 
but the danger and the pain. But 1 am apt to 
trunk, that Mr. St. John was either miftaken or 
mmnformed: However, the matter was thus re- 
prelented in the weekly paper called the Examiner, 
which Mr. St. John perufed before it was printed, 
but made no alteration in that pafla n e 
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This management was looked upon, at leaft, as a 
piece of youthful indifcretion in Mr. St. John; apd 
perhaps was reprefented in a worfe view to Mr. 
Harley : Neither am I altogether fure, that Mr. St. 
John did not entertain fome profpecSt of fucceeding 
as firft minifter, in cafe of Mr. Harley’s death ; 
which, during his illnefs, was frequently appre¬ 
hended. And, I remember very well, that, upon 
vifiting Mr. Harley, as foon as he was in a condi¬ 
tion to be feen, I found feveral of his neareft re¬ 
lations talk very freely of fome proceedings of Mr. 
St. John; enough to make me apprehend, that 
•their fricndfhip wquld not be of any long continu¬ 
ance. 

Mr. Harley, foon after his recovery, was made 
an Earl, and Lord Treafurer : and Lord Keeper* 
a Baron. 
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PREFACE 

TO THE 

HISTORY 


O F T H E 


Four laft Years of Queen ANNE’s Reign. 


JTAVING written the following hiftory at 
Windlor, in the happy reign of her Majefty 
Queen Anne, of ever glorious, blefled, and im¬ 
mortal^ memory; I refolved to publifh it for the 
fatisfa&ion of my fellow fubje£ls in the year 1713 ; 
but being under a neceflity of going to Ireland, to 
take poffefGon of the Deanry of St. Patrick’s, 
Dublin ; I left the original with the minifters ; and 
haying ftaid in that kingdom not above a fortnight, 
I found at my return, that my Lord Treafurer 
Oxford, and the Secretary my Lord Bolingbroke, 
who were then unhappily upon very ill terms with 
each other, could not agree upon publifhing it, 
without fome alterations which I would not fubmit 
to. Whereupon I kept it by me until her Ma- 
jefty’s death, which happened about a year after. 

I have 
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I have ever fince preferved the original very 
fafely ; too well knowing what a turn the 
world would take upon the German family’s fuc- 
ceeding to the crown ; which indeed was their un¬ 
doubted right, having been eftablilhed folemnly by 
the aft of an undifputed parliament, brought into 
the Houfe of Commons by Mr. Harley, who was 
then fpeaker. 

Put, as I have laid in another dilcourle, it was 
very, well underftood fome years before her Ma- 
jefty’s death, how the new King would aft imme¬ 
diately upon his entrance in the choice of thofc 
(and thofe alone) whom he refolved to truft ? and 
confequently what reports would induftrioufly be 
raifed as well as fpread, to expofe the proceedings 
of her Majefty herfelf, as well as of her fervants ; 
who have been ever fince blafted as enemies to 
the prefent eftablilhment, by the mod ignorant 
and malicious among mankind. 

Therefore, as it was my lot to have been daily 
converfant with the perlons then in power j never 
abfent in times of bulinefs or converlation, until a 
few weeks before her Majefty’s death ; and a wit- 
nefs of almoft every ftep they made in the courfe 
of their adminiftration ; I mull have been very un¬ 
fortunate not to be better informed than thofe mi- 
ferable pamphleteers, or their patrons could pre¬ 
tend to. At the fame time, I freely confefs, ic 
appeared necefiary as well as natural, upon fuch a 
mighty change as the death of a Sovercign,that thofe 
who were to be in power upon the fucceffion, and 
refolved to aft in every part by a direft contrary 
fyftem of politics, lliould load "their predecelTors 
with as much infamy as the moll inveterate ma¬ 
lice and envy could fuggeft, or the moll ftupid 
ignorance and credulity in their underling could 
fwallow. 

Therefore, as I pretend to write with the urmoft: 
impartiality, the following hiftory of the four laft 
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years of herMajefty’s reign, in order to undeceive 
prejudiced perfons at preient, as well as pofterity , 
I am perfuaded in my own mind, as likewife by the 
advice of my oldeit and wifeft friends, that I am 
doing my duty to God and man, by endeavouring 
to fet future ages right in their judgement of that 
happy reign ; and, as a faithful hiftorian, I can¬ 
not fuffer falfehoods to run on any longer, not on¬ 
ly againft all appearance of truth as well as proba¬ 
bility, but even againft thofe happy events, which 
owe their luccefs to the very meafures then fixed in 
the general peace. 

The materials for this hiftory, befides what I 
have already mentioned, I mean the confidence 
repofed in rue for thofe four years, by the chief 
perfons in power, were extracted out of many 
hundred letters, written by our ambaffadors a- 
broad, and from the anlwers as well as inftru&ions 
fent them by our Secretaries of State, or by the 
firft minifter the Earl of Oxford. The former 
were all originals, and the latter copies entered into 
books in the Secretary’s office, out of both which 
I colle&ed all that 1 thought convenient; not to 
mention feveral memorials given me by the mini- 
ftersat home. Further, 1 was a conftant witnefs 
and obferver of all that pafied, and entered every 
particular of any confequence upon paper. 

I was fo far from having any obligation to the 
crown, that, on the contrary, "her Majefty iffued a 
proclamation, offering 300 1. to any perfon who 
would difeover the author of a certain ihort trea- 
tife which the Queen well knew to have been 
written by me. I never received one Ihilling from 
the miniiter, or any other prefent, except that of 
a few books ; nor did I want their affiftance tofup- 
port me. I very often dined indeed with the Trea¬ 
surer and Secretary; but, in thofe days, that was 
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not reckoned a bribe, whatever it may have been 
at any time ftnce. I abfolutely refufed to be chap¬ 
lain to the Lord Treafurer; becaufe I thought it 
would ill become me to be in a ftate of depen¬ 
dence. 

I lay this to fliew, that I had no other bias than 
my own opinion of perfons and affairs. I preferv- 
ed feveral of the oppofite party in their employ¬ 
ments, who were perfons of wit and learning, par¬ 
ticularly Mr Addifon and Mr. Congreve, neither of 
whom were ever in any danger from the Treafurer, 
who much efteemed them both; and, by his Lord- 
ihip’s commands, I brought the latter to dine with 
him. Mr. Steele might have been fafe enough, if 
his continually repeated indiferetions, and a zral 
mingled with feurrilities, had not forfeited all title 
to lenity. 

I know very well the numberlefs prejudices of 
"freak and deceived people, as well as the malice of 
thofe who, to ferve their own intereft or ambition, 
have caft off all religion, morality, juffice, and 
common decency. However, although perhaps I 
may not be believed in the prelent age, yet I hope 
to be fo in the next, by all who will bear any 
regard for the honour and liberty of England, if 
either of thefe lhall then fubfift or not. 

I have no intereft or inclination to palliate the 
miftakes, omiftions, or want of fteadinefs, or un- 
happy mifunderftandings among a few of thofe who 
then prefided in affairs. 

Nothing is more common than the virulence of 
fuperficiai and iil informed writers, againft the 
conduift of thofe who are now calied Prime Mini- 
ffers : And, ftnce factions appear at prefent to be ac 
a greater height than in any former times, altho* # 
perhaps, not fo equally poized; it may probably 
concern thofe who are now in their height, ir they 
have any regard for their own memories in future 
ages, to be iefs warm againft others who humbly 
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differ from them in fome date-opinions. Old per- 
fons remember at lead by tradition, the horrible 
prejudices that prevailed againd the fird Earl of 
Clarendon, vvhofe character, as it now dands, 
might be a pattern for all miniders; although even 
Biihop Burnet of Sarum, whole principles, vera¬ 
city, and manner of writing, are fo little edeem- 
ed upon many accounts, hath been at the pains to 
vindicate him. 

Upon that irreparable breach between the Trea- 
furer and Secretary Bolingbrokc, after my utmod 
endeavours, for above two years, to reconcile them; 
I retired to a friend in Berklhire, where 1 daid 
until her Majedy’s death ; and then immediately 
returned to my dation in Dublin, where I conti¬ 
nued about twelve years without once feeing Eng¬ 
land. I there often reviewed the following me¬ 
moirs; neither changing nor adding, further than 
by corre&ing the dyle : And, if I have been guil¬ 
ty of any midakes, they mud be of fmall moment 
for it was hardly poffible I could be wrong inform¬ 
ed, with all the advantages I have already men¬ 
tioned. 

I fhall not be very uneafy under the obloquy 
that may perhaps, be caft upon me by the violent 
leaders and followers of the prefent prevailing 
party. And, yet, I cannot find the lead incon- 
lldence with confcience or honour, upon the death 
of fo excellent a Princefs as her late Majedy, 
for a wife and good man to fubmit, with a true 
and loyal heart, to her lawful Protedant fucceffbr : 
V\ hole hereditary title was confirmed by the 
Queen and both houfes of Parliament, with the 
greated unanimity, after it had been made an ar¬ 
ticle in the treaty, that every Prince in our alli¬ 
ance Ihould be a guarantee of that fuccefllon. 
Nay, I will venture to go one i'tcp farther ; thar, 
ii the negotiators of that peace had been chofen 
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out of the mod profefled zealots for the interefts 
of the Hanover family, they could not have bound 
up the French King, or the Hollanders, more 
ftrl&ly than the Queen’s plenipotentiaries did in 
confirming the prelent fuccelfion ; which was in 
them fo much a greater mark of virtue and loy¬ 
alty, becaufe they perfectly welj knew, that they 
fhould never receive the leaft mark of favour, 
when the fucceffion had taken place. 
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INQUIRY 

Into the BEHAVIOUR of the 

QUEEN’S LAST MINISTRY, 

With Relation to their 

Quarrels among themfelves, and the de- 
fign charged upon them of altering the 
lucceflion of the Crown. 

June, mdccxv. 

ClNCE the death of the Queen, it was reafonable 
^ enough for me to conclude that I had done 
with all public affairs and fpeculations : Belides, the 
feene and ftation I am in have reduced my thoughts 
into a narrow compafs : And being wholly ex¬ 
cluded from any view of favour under the prefent 
adminiffratiom upon that invincible reafon of hav¬ 
ing been in fome degree of truff and confidence 
with the former : I have not found the tranfition 
very difficult into a private life, for which I am 
better qualified both bv nature and education. 

The 
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The reading and inquiring after news not being 
one of my diverfions, having always difliked a mix¬ 
ed and general converfation, which, however it fell 
to my lot, is now in my power to avoid ; and being 
placed by the duties of my function at a great di- 
ftance from the feat of bufinefs ; I am altogether 
ignorant of many common events which happen in 
the world : Only, from the little I know and hear, 
it is manifeft that the hearts of moll men are 
filled with doubts, fears, and jealoufies, or elfe 
with hatred and rage, to a degree that there feems 
to be an amicable commerce between people of 
different parties; and what the confequences of 
this may be, let thofe conlider who have contri¬ 
buted to the caufes ; which, I thank God, is no 
concern of mine. 

There are two points, with reference to thecon- 
dudlof the lateminiftry, much infilled on, and little 
underftood by thofe who write or talk upon that 
fubjedl ; wherein I am fufficiently qualified to give 
fatisfaeftion ; and would gladly do it, becaufe I fee 
very much weight laid upon each, and moll mens 
opinions of perfons and things regulated accord¬ 
ingly. 

About two months before the Queen’s death, 
having loll all hopes of any reconcilement between 
the Treafurer and the reft of the miniftry, I re¬ 
tired into the country, to await the iffue of that 
conflict, which ended, as every one had reafon to 
forefee, in the Earl of Oxford's dilgrace ; to whom 
the Lord Bolingbroke immediately fucceeded as 
firft minifter: And I was told, that an Earldom 
and the Garter were intended for him in a fort¬ 
night, and the Treafurer’s Half againft the next 
fefllon of parliament; of which I can fay nothing 
certain, being then in Berkfhire, and receiving this 
account from fome of his friends ; but all thefe 
fchemes became foon abortive, by the death of the 
E 2 Queen, 
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Queen, which happened in three days after the 
Earl of Oxford’s removal. 

Upon this great event, I took the firft opportu¬ 
nity of withdrawing to my place of refidence ; and 
rejoiced as much as any man for his Majefty’s quiet 
acceffion to the throne, to which I then thought, 
and it has fince appeared indifputable, that the 
peace procured by the late miniftry had, among 
other good effects, been highly inftrumental. 
And, I thank God, I have been ever fince a loyal 
humble fpettator, during all the changes that have 
happened, although it were no fccret to any man 
of common fagacity, that his prefent Majefty’s 
choice of his fervants, whenever he fhould hap¬ 
pen to fucceed, would be determined to thofe who 
moft oppoled the proceeding during the four laft 
years of his predecefTor’s reign : And, I thinlp, 
there hath not fince happened one particular of 
any moment, which the minifters did not often 
mention at their tables, as what they certainly ex¬ 
pected, from the difpohtions of the court at Ha¬ 
nover, in conjunction with the party at home, 
which, upon all occafions, publicly difapproved 
their proceedings, excepting only the attainder of 
the Duke of Ormond; which, indeed, neither 
they nor I, nor, I believe, any one perfon in the 
three kingdoms, did ever pretend to forefee ; and, 
now that it is done, it looks like a dream to thofe, 
who will confider the noblenefs of his birth, the 
great merits of his anceftors, and his own ; his 
long unfpotted loyalty, his affability, generofity, 
and fweetnefs of nature. I knew him long and 
well, and, excepting the frailties of his youth, 
which had been for fome years over, and that eafi- 
nefs of temper, which did fometimes lead him to 
follow the judgement of thofe who had, by many 
degrees, lefs underftanding than himfelf ; I have 
not converfed with a more fuultlefs perfon; of 
great jultice and charity; a true fenfe of religion, 
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without odentation ; of undoubted valour, tho¬ 
roughly fkilied in his trade of a foldier; a quick 
and ready apprehenfion, with a good lhare of un- 
derdanding, and a general knowledge in men and 
hidory, although under fome difadvantage by an 
invincible modedy, which however could not but 
render him yet more amiable to thofe who had the 
honour and happinefs of being thoroughly ac¬ 
quainted with him. This is a fhort imperfeCt cha¬ 
racter of that great perfon the Duke of Ormond, 
who is now attainted for high treafon ; and, there¬ 
fore, I (hall not prefume to offer one fvllable in his 
vindication, upon that head, againlt the decision of 
a parliament. Yet this, I think, may be allowed 
me to believe, or at lead to hope, that when, by 
the direCt and repeated commands of the Queen, 
his miftrefs, he committed thofe faults for which 
he hath now forfeited his country, his titles, and 
his fortune; he no more conceived himfelf to be 
aCting high treafon, than he did when he was 
wounded and a priloner at London, for his fovc- 
reign King William, or when he took and burned 
the enemy’s fleet at Vigo. 

Upon this occafion, although I am fenhble it is 
an old precept of wifdom, to admire at nothing in 
human life, yet I conlider at the fame time, how 
eaGly fome men arrive to the praCtice of this max¬ 
im, by the help of plain dupidity or ill-nature, 
without any drain of philofophy ; and, although 
the uncertainty of human things be one of the 
mod obvious reflections in morality; yet, fuch un¬ 
expected, fudden, and fignal indances of it, as have 
lately happened among us, are fo much out of the 
ufual form, that a wife man may, perhaps, be al¬ 
lowed to dart and look aiide, as at a ludden and 
violent clap of thunder, which is much more fre¬ 
quent, and more natural. 

And here I cannot but lament my own particu¬ 
lar misfortune; who 0 having tingled out three per¬ 
form 
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fons from among the reft of mankind, on whofe 
friendftiip and protection I might depend; whofe 
converlation I oft valued, and chiefly confined 
myfelf to ; fhould live to fee them all, within the 
compafs of a year accufed of high treafon ; two 
of them attainted and in exile, and the third under 
his trial, whereof God knows what may be the if- 
iue. As my own heart was free from all rreafona- 
blc thoughts, fo I did little imagine myfelf to be 
perpetually in the company of traitors. But the 
fajhion of this world paffeth away. Having already 
laid fomething of the Duke of Ormond, I fhall 
add a little towards the characters of the other two. 
It happens to very few men, in any age or country, 
to come into the world with fo many advantages of 
nature and fortune, as the late Secretary Boling- 
broke : Dcfcended from the beft families in Eng¬ 
land, heir to a great patrimonial eftare, of a found, 
conftitution, and a moft graceful, amiable perfon: 
But all thefe, had they been of equal value, were 
infinitely below, in degree, to the accomplifhments 
of his mind, which was adorned with the choiceft 
gifts that God hath yet thought fit to beftow upon 
the children of men ; a ftrong memory, a clear 
judgement, a vaft range of wit and fancy, a tho¬ 
rough comprehenfion, an invincible eloquence, with 
a moft agreeable elocution. He had well cultivated 
all thefe talents by travel and ftudy, the latter of 
which he feldom omitted, even in the midft of his 
pleafures, of which he had indeed been too great 
and criminal a purluer : For, although he was per- 
fuaded to leave off intemperance in wine, w’hich he 
did for iome time to luch a degree, that he feemed 
rather abftemious ; yet he was laid to allow himlelf 
other liberties, which can by no means be reconcil¬ 
ed to religion or morals ; whereof I have reafon to 
believe, he began to be fenfible. But he was fond 
of mixing pleafure and bufinefs, and of being e- 
fteemed excellent at both ; upon which account he 
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had a great refpeCt for the characters of Alcibiades 
and Petronius, efpecially the latter, whom he would 
gladly be thought to refemble. His detractors 
charged him with fome degree of affeChtion, and, 
perhaps, not altogether without grounds ; fince it 
was hardly poflible for a young man, with half the 
bufinefs of the nation upon him, and the applaufe 
of the whole, to efcape fome tinCture of that infir¬ 
mity. He had been early bred to bufinefs, was a 
moft artful negotiator, and perfectly underftood fo¬ 
reign affairs. But what I have often wondered at 
in a man of his temper, was his prodigious appli¬ 
cation, whenever he thought it neceffary ; for he 
would plod whole days and nights, like the loweft 
clerk in an office. His talent of fpeaking in public, 
for which he was fo very much celebrated, I know 
nothing of, except from the informations of others; 
but underftanding men, of both parties, have af- 
fured me, that, in this point, in their memory and 
judgment, he was never equalled. 

The Earl of Oxford is a perlon of as much vir¬ 
tue, as can poflibly confill with the love of power; 
and his love of power is no greater than what is 
common to men of his luperior capacities; neither 
did any man ever appear to value it lefs, after he 
had obtained it, or exert it with more moderation. 
He is the only inftance that ever fell within my me¬ 
mory, or obfervation, of a perfon palling from a 
private life through the feveral ftages of greatnefs, 
without any perceivable impreflion upon his temper 
or behaviour As his own birth was illuftrious, 
being defeended from the heirs-general of the Veres 
and the Mortimers, fo he feemed to value that ac¬ 
cidental advantage in himfelf and others, more than 
it could pretend to deferve. He abounded in good 
nature, and good humour; although fubjtCl to 
paflion, at I have heard it affirmed by others, and 
owned by himfelf; which, however, he kept under 
the ftrifteft government, till towards the end of his 
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miniftry, when he began to grow Toured, and to 
fuipe<ft his friends ; and, perhaps, thought it not 
worth his pains to manage any longer. He was a 
great favourer of men of wit and learning, parti¬ 
cularly the former, whom he careffed without di- 
ftin&ion of party, and could not endure to think 
that any of them fttould be his enemies; and it was 
his good fortune that none of them ever appeared 
to be To; at leaft, if one may judge by the libels 
and pamphlets pubiilhed againft him, which he fre¬ 
quently read by way of amufement, with a mod 
unaffected indifference: Neither do 1 remember ever 
to have endangered his good opinion To much, as 
by appearing uneafy when the dealers in that kind 
of writing firlt began to pour out their feurrilities 
againft me ; which, he thought, was a weaknels 
altogether inexcuiable in a man of virtue and libe¬ 
ral education, lie had the greateft variety of 
knowledge that I have any where met ; was a per¬ 
fect matter of the learned languages, and well ikil- 
led in divinity. He had a prodigious memory, and 
a molt exaft judgement; In drawing up any ftate- 
paper, no man had more proper thoughts, or put 
them in To ftrong and clear a light. Although his 
ftile was not always correct, which, however, he 
knew how to mend *, yet, often to fave time, he 
would leave the fmaller alterations to others. I 
have heard that he (poke but leidom in parliament, 
and then rather with art than eloquence : But no 
man equalled him in the knowledge of our confti- 
tution ; the reputation whereof made him be cho- 
fen fpeaker to three fucceffive parliaments ; which 
office I have often heard his enemies allow him to 
have executed with univerfal applaufe : His fagacity 
was fuch, that I could produce very amazing in- 
ftances of it, if they were not unfeafonable. In 
all difficulties, he immediately found the true point 
that was to be purfued, and adhered to it : And 
one or two others in the miniftry have con felled 
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very often to me, that, after having condemned 
his opinion, they found him in the right, and tbem- 
feives in the wrong. He was utterly a dranger to 
fear ; and, confequently, had a prefence of mind 
upon all emergencies. His liberality, and contempt 
of money, were fucb, that he almoft ruined his 
edate while he was in employment; yet his avarice 
for the public was fo great, that it neither confided 
with the prefent corruptions of the age, nor the 
circumfiances of the time. He was feldom mida- 
ken in his judgment of men, and therefore not apt 
to change a good or ill opinion by the reprefenta- 
tion of others ; except toward the end of his mi¬ 
ni firv. He was affable and courteous, extremely 
eafy and agreeable in converfation, and altogether 
difengaged ; regular in his life, with great appear¬ 
ance of piety ; nor ever guilty of any expreffions 
that could polllbly tend to what was indecent or 
profane. His imperfections were, at lead, as ob¬ 
vious, although not fo numerous as his virtues. He 
had an air of fecrecy in his manner and counte¬ 
nance, by no means proper for a great minider, 
becaufe it warns all men to prepare againd it. He 
often gave no anfwer at all, and very feldom a di¬ 
rect one: And I the rather blame this refervednefs 
of temper, becaufe I have known a very different 
practice fucceed much better : of which, among 
others, the late Earl of Sunderland, and the pre¬ 
fent Lord Sommers, perfons of great abilities, are 
remarkable indances ; who ufed to talk in fo frank 
a manner, that they feemed to difeover the bottom 
of their hearts, and, by that appearance of confi¬ 
dence, would eaiily unlock the breads of others. 
But the Earl of Oxford pleads, in excufe of this 
charge, that he hath feldom or never communicat¬ 
ed any thing which was of importance to be con¬ 
cealed, wherein he hath not been deceived by the 
vanity, treachery, or indiferetion of thofc he dif- 
covered it to. Another of his imperfections, uni- 
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verfally known and complained of, was procrafti- 
nation, or delay; which was, doubtlefs, natural to- 
him, although he often bore the blame without the 
guilt, and when the remedy was not in his power ; 
for never were prince and miniiter better matched 
than his fovereign and he, upon that article : And, 
therefore, in the difpofal of employments, wherein 
the Queen was very abfolute, a year would often 
p.ifs before they could come to a determination. I 
remember he was likewife heavily charged with the 
common court vice, of promifing very liberally, 
and feldom performing; of which, although I can¬ 
not altogether acquit him, yet, I am confident, his 
intentions were generally better than his difappoint- 
cd folieitors would believe. It may be likewife faid 
of him, that he certainly did not value, or did not 
underhand the art of acquiring friends ; having 
made very few during the time of his power, and 
contracted a great number of enemies. Some of 
us ufed to obferve, that thofe whom he talked well 
of, or fuftered to be often near him, were not in a 
fituation of much advantage ; and that his men¬ 
tioning others with contempt, or dillike, was no 
hindrance at all to their preferment. I have dwelt 
the longer upon this great man’s character, becaufe 
I have obferved it fo often miffaken by the wife 
reafoners of both parties : Betides, having had the 
honour, for almoft four years, of a nearer ac¬ 
quaintance with him than ufually happens to men 
of my level, and this without the leaft mercenary 
obligation ; I thought it lay in my power, as I am 
fure it is in my will, to reprefent him to the world 
with impartiality and truth. 

Having often considered the qualities and difpo- 
fitions of thefe two minifters. 1 am at a lofs to 
think how it fhould come to pafs that men of ex¬ 
alted abilities, when they are called to public af¬ 
fairs, are generally drawn into inconveniencies and 
misfortunes, which others, of ordinary talents a- 
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void ; whereof there appear fo many examples, both 
antient and modern, and of our own as well as o- 
tber countries. I cannot think this to have been 
altogether the effefl: of envy, as it is ufually imput¬ 
ed in the cafes of Themiftocles, Ariftides, Scipio, 
and others, and of Sir Walter Raleigh, the Earls 
of Clarendon and Strafford, here in England. But 
I look upon it, that God, intending the govern¬ 
ment of a nation in the feveral branches and fubor- 
dinations of power, hath made the lcience of go¬ 
verning fufficiently obvious to common capaci¬ 
ties ; otherwife the world would be left in a defo¬ 
late condition, if great affairs did always require a 
great genius, whereof the mod fruitful age will 
hardly produce above three or four in a nation, a- 
inong which, princes, who, of all other mortals, 
are the word educated, have twenty millions to 
one againft them that they fhall not be of the num¬ 
ber ; and proportionable odds, for the fame rea- 
fons, are againil every one of noble birth, or great 
eftates. Accordingly we find, that the dulleft na¬ 
tions, antient and modern, have nc: wanted good 
rules of policy, or peribns qualified for adminiitra- 
tion. But 1 take the infelicity of fuch extraordi¬ 
nary men to have been cauied by their negleft of 
common forms, together with the contempt of little 
helps and little hindrances ; which is made by Hobbes 
the definition of magnanimity : And this contempt, 
as it certainly difpleales the people in general, fo it 
gtve th offence to all with whom fuch minifters have 
to deal : For, I never yet knew a minifter, who 
was not earneltly dellrous to have it thought, that 
the art of government was a moft profound fei- 
ence ; whereas, it requires no more, in reality, 
than diligence, honerty, and a moderate fhare of 
plain natural fenfe. And, therefore, men thus 
qualified may, very reafonably and juftly, think that 
the bufinefs of the world is beft brought about by 
regularity and forms, wherein thcmfelvcs excel. 
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For I have frequently obferved more caufcs of dif- 
content arife from the practice of fome refined 
minifters, to a& in common bufinefs, out of the 
common road, than from all the ufual topics of 
difpleafure again ft men in power. It is the fame 
thing in other feenes of life, and among all focie- 
ties or communities; where, no men are better 
trufted, or have more fuccefs in bufinefs, than 
thofe who, with fome honefty and a moderate por¬ 
tion of underftanding, are ftridt obfervers of time, 
place, and method : And, on the contrary, no¬ 
thing is more apt to expofe men to the cenfureand 
obloquy of their colleagues, and the public, than 
a contempt or negleft of thefe circumftances, how¬ 
ever attended with a fuperior genius, and an equal 
defire of doing good : Which hath made me 
fometimes fay, to a great perfon of this latter 
chara&er, that a fmall infufion of the Alderman 
was neceflary to thofe who are employed in public 
affairs. Upon this occafion, I cannot forget a ve¬ 
ry trifling inftance : That one day, obferving the 
fame perfon to divide a fheet of paper with a pen¬ 
knife, the fharpnefs of the inftrutnent occafioned 
its moving fo irregularly and crooked, that he 
fpoiled the whole fheet; whereupon I advifed him 
to take example by his clerks, who performed that 
operation much better with a blunt piece of ivory, 
which diretted by a little ftrengh andafteady hand, 
never failed to go right. 

But to return from this long digreflion : About a 
fortnight after the Queen’s death, I came to my 
place of refidence, where I was immediately attacks 
ed with heat enough by feveral of my acquaintance 
of both parties; and foon learned, that what they 
objedled was the general fenfe of the reft. Thofe 
of the church-fide made me a thoufand reproaches 
upon the flownefs and ina<ftivi r y of my friends, 
upon their foolifh quarrels with each other, for no 
yifible caufe, an<J thereby facrificing the interefts 
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of the church and kingdom to their private piques. 
And that they had neglected to cultivate the favour 
and good opinion of the court at Hanover. But 
the weight of thefe gentlemens difpleafure fell up¬ 
on the Earl of Oxford ; that he had acted a trim¬ 
ming part, was never thoroughly in the intereft of 
the church, but held feparatc commerce with the 
adverfe party : That, either from his negligence, 
procraftinating nature, or fome finifter end, he 
had let flip many opportunities of ftrengthening the 
church’s friends : That he undertook more buii- 
nefs than he was equal to, affedted a monopoly of 
power, and would concert nothing with the reft 
of the miniflers. Many fadls were likewife men¬ 
tioned, which it may not now be very prudent to 
repeat : I fliall only take notice of one, relating to 
Ireland, where he kept four biflioprics undifpofed 
of, though often and moft earneflly prefled to have 
them filled; by which omifiion, the church-interelt 
of that kingdom, in the Houfe of Lords, is in dan¬ 
ger of being irrecoverably loft. 

Thofe who difccurled with me after this man¬ 
ner, did, at the fame time, utterly renounce ail 
regard for the Pretender; and mentioned, with 
pleafure, the glorious opportunity, then in his 
Majefty’s hands, of putting an end to party-diftinc- 
tions for the time to come: And the only appre- 
henfion that feemed to give them any unealinefs 
was, left the zeal of the party in power might not. 
perhaps, reprefent their loyalty with advantage. 

On the other fide, the gainers, and men in hopes 
by the Queen’s death, talked with great freedom 
in a very different flile : They alidirettiy aliened, 
that the whole late miniffi y were fully determined to 
bring in the Pretender, although they would fome- 
times a little demur upon the Earl of Oxford ; and, 
by a more modern amendment, they charged the 
fame accufation, without any referve upon the late 
Queen herfelf. That, if her Majefty had died but 
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a month later, our ruin would have been inevita¬ 
ble. But in that juncture it happened, (to ufe their 
own term, which I could never prevail with them 
to explain) things were not rife . That this accufa- 
tion would, in a fhort time, infallibly be proved 
as clear as the fun at noon day to all the world : 
And the confequences naturally following from 
thefe portions were, that the leaders ought to lofe 
their heads, and all their abetters be be utterly 
dript of power and favour. 

Thele being the fentiments and difeourfes of both 
parties, tending to load the late minidry with faults 
of a very different nature ; it may, perhaps, be ei¬ 
ther of fome ufe or fatisfaction to examine thofe 
two points; that is to lay, firft, how far thefe mi- 
nifters are anfwcrabie to their friends for their ne¬ 
glect, mifmanagemenr, and mutual diflentions? And, 
fecondly, with what juftice they are accufed, by 
their enemies, for endeavouring to alter the fuc- 
ccllion of the ccown in favour of the Pretender? 

It is true indeed, I have occaficnally done this 
already in two feveral treatifes, of which the one is 
an hillory, and the other, memoirs of particular 
facte; but neither of tl\em tit to fee the light at 
prefent ; becaufe they abound with charafters free¬ 
ly drawn, and many of them not very amiable; 
and, therefore, intended only for the inftructing 
of the next age, and eftablifhing the reputation 
of thole who have been ufeful to their country in 
the prefent. At the lame time, I take this oppor¬ 
tunity of alluring thofe who may happen, fome 
years hence, to read the hidorv I have written, 
that the blacked characters to be met with in it 
were not drawn with the lead mixture of malice, 
or ill-will, but merely to expofe the odioufnefs of 
vice. For I have always held it as a maxim, that 
ill men are placed beyond the reach of anhiftorian, 
who indeed hath it in his power to reward virtue, 
but not to puniih vice : Becaufc I never yet faw a 
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profligate perfon, who feemed to have the lead re¬ 
gard in what manner his name fhouid tranfmit- 
ted to poderity : And I know a certain Lord 
not long fince dead, who, 1 am very confident* 
would not have dilpoied of one Angle fhilling to 
have had it in his choice, whether he fhouid be 
reprefented to future ages, as an Atticus or a Ca- 
taline. . 

However, being firmly refolved, for very mate¬ 
rial reafens , to avoid giving the lead offence to any 
party or perfon in power ; I fihall barely fet down 
fome facts and circumdances, during the four lad 
years of Queen Anne’s reign, which at prefent 
are little known ; and whereby thole of the church- 
party, who object againft the unfteadinefs, negleft, 
and want of concert in the late miniflry, may bet¬ 
ter account for their faults. Mod of thofe fa<ds 
I can bear witnefs of myfeif, and have received the 
red from fufficient authority. 

It is mod certain, that, when the Queen fird 
began to change her fervants, it was not from 
a diflike of things, but of perfons, and thofe 
.perfons were a very fmall number. To be more 
particular, would be incedere per ignes, It was 
the iffue of Dr. Sacheveral’s trial that encouraged 
her to proceed fo far ; and feveral of the low- 
church-party, knowing that her difpleafure went 
no further than againft one Angle family, did not 
appear to diflike what was done ; of which I could 
give fome exiraordinary indances f. But that fa¬ 
mous trial had railed iuch a fpirit in the nation, a- 
gaind the parliament, that her Majedy thought it 
neceflary to diffolve them, which, I am confident, 
flic did not at fird intend. Upon this refolution, 
delivered by the Queen, at council, in a more de¬ 
terminate manner than was ufual with her; as I was 
particularly informed by my Lord Sommers, then 

# Ear! or Whar.an* -J- Duke of Somerfer. 
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prefidcnt, fome who were willing to facrificc one 
or two perfons, would not facriflce their caufe, hue 
immediately flew off; and the great officers of the 
court and kingdom began to relign their employ¬ 
ments, which the Queen fuffered moft of them to 
do with the utmolt regret, and which thofe who 
knew her bell thought to be real, efpecially Lord 
Sommers and Lord Cowper, for whom fhe had as 
great a perl'onal regard and efteem, as her nature 
was capable of admitting, particularly for the for¬ 
mer The new parliament was called during that 
ferment in the nation, and a great majoiity of the 
church-party was returned, without the lead: affift- 
ancc from the court ; whether to gain a reputation 
of impartiality, where they were fecure ; or, as 
Mr. Harley’s detractors would have it, (who was 
then minilter) from a refinement of his politics, not 
to fufFer, upon the account of I know not what 
wife realbns, too great an inequality in the ba¬ 
lance. 

When the parliament met, they foon began to 
difeover more zeal than the Queen expected or de¬ 
fied ; fhe had entertained the notion of forming a 
moderate or comprehenfive fcheme, which ihe 
maintained with great firmnels, nor would ever de¬ 
part from, until about half a year before her death: 
But this neither the Houfe of Commons, nor the 
kingdom in general were then at all inclined to admit, 
whatever they may have been in any juncture fmee 
Several country-members, to almoft a third part of 
the Houle, began immediately to form themfelves 
into a body under a fantaftic name of the October - 
club . Thefe daily prefled the miniftry for a tho¬ 
rough change in employments, and were not put 
off* without jealoufy and difeontent. I remember 
it was then commonly underftood and expe&ed, 
that, when the feffion ended, a general removal 
would be made : But it happened otherwife; for 
not only few or none were turned out, but much 

deliberation 





of the QUEEN’S hjl MINISTRY. 49 

deliberation was ufed in fupplying common vacan- 
cies by death. This manner of proceeding in a 
prime minider, I confefs, appeared to me wholely 
unaccountable, and without example ; and l was 
little fatisfied with the folution I had heard, and 
partly knew that he adted thus to keep men at his 
devotion, by letting expedition lie in common; 
for I found the eflett did not anfwer, and that in 
the mean time, he led fo uneafy a life, by follicita- 
tions and purfuits,, as no man would endure who 
had a remedy at hand. About the beginning of 
his miniilry, I did, at the req jed of leveral confi- 
derable perfons, take the liberty of reprefenting this 
matter to him: His anfwer was ihort and cold. 
That he hoped his friends would trud him ; that 
he heartily wifhed none but thofe who loved the 
church and Queen were employed : but that all 
things could not be done on a fudden. I have rea- 
fon to believe, that his neared acquaintance were 
then wholly at a lofs what to think of his conduct. 
He was forced to preferve the opinion of power, 
without which he could not aft, while, in reality, 
he had little or none; and, befides, he thought it 
became him to take the burden of reproach upon 
himfelf, rather than lay it upon the Queen his 
Midrefs i who was grown very pofitive, flow, and 
fufpicious; and, from the opinion of having been 
formerly direfted, fell into the other extreme, and 
became difficult to be advifed. So that few minif- 
ters had ever, perhaps, a harder game to play, be¬ 
tween the jealoufy and diicontents of his friends on 
one fide, and the management of the Queen’s 
temper on the other 

There could hardly be a firmer friendfhip, in 
appearance, than what I obferved between thole 
three great men, who were then chiefly trufled ; 1 
mean the Lords Oxford, Bolingbroke, and Har- 
court. I remember, in the infancy of their power, 
being at the cable of the firft where they were all 
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met, I could not forbear taking notice of the great 
a tie 61 ion they bore to each other; and laid, I would 
venture to prophefy, that however inconftant our 
court had hitherto been, therr miniftry would cer¬ 
tainly laft ; for they had the church, the crown, 
and the people intirely on their lrde. Then it hap¬ 
pened, that the public good and therr private in- 
tereft had the fame bottom, which is a piece of 
good fortune that does not always fall to the {hare 
off men in power : But, principally, betaufe I ob- 
ierved they heartily loved one another; and I did 
not fee how their kindnefs could be difturbed by 
competition, flnce each of them feemed contented 
with his own diftrifr: So that, notwithftanding' 
the old maxim, which pronounceth court-friend- 
fhips to be of no long duration, I was confident 
theirs would laft as long as their lives. But, it 
feems, the inventor of that maxim happened to be 
a r little wifer than I, who lived to fee this friendfhip 
iirft degenerate into indifference and lufpicion, and 
thence corrupt into the greateft animofity and hat¬ 
red ; contrary to all appearances, and much to the 
diferedit of me and my fagacity. By what degrees, 
and from what caufes their diffentions grew, I {hall, 
as far as it may be fafe and convenient, very impar¬ 
tially relate. 

When Mr. Harley was (tabbed by Guifcard, the 
writer of a weekly paper, called the Examiner , ta¬ 
king occafion to reflect on that accident, happened 
to let fall an idle circumftance, 1 know not upon 
what grounds, that the French affaffin confefled 
he, at firlt, intended to have murdered Mr. Se¬ 
cretary St. John ; who, fitting at two great a dif- 
tance, he was forced to vent his rage on the other. 
Whether the Secretary had been thus informed, 
or was content that others fhonld believe it, I ne¬ 
ver yet could learn ; but nothing could be more 
unfortunate than the tendency of fuch a report, 
which, by a very unfair divifion, derived the whole 
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-snerit of that accident to Mr. St. John, and left 
Mr. Harley nothing but the danger and the pain : 
Of both which, although he had a fufficicnt (hare, 
(his phyficians being often under apprehenfions for 
his life) yet I am confident the time of his illnefe 
was a period of more quiet and eafe than he ever 
enjoyed during the reft of his adminiflration. This 
report was not unrefented by Mr. Harley’s friends ; 
and the rather, becaufe the faff was dirc&ly o- 
therwife, as it foon appeared by Guifcard’s con- 
feflion. 

While that minifter lay ill of his wound, and 
his life in queftion, the weight of bufinefs fell, in 
fome meafure, upon the Secretary, who was not 
without ambition; which, I confefs, I have fel- 
dom found among the wants of great men ; and it 
4 vas conceived, that he had already entertained the 
thoughts of being at the head of affairs, in cafe 
Mr. Harley fhould die; although at the fame time, 
I muft do juftice to Mr. St. John, by repeating 
what he had faid to me, with great appearance of 
concern, (and he was but an ill diffembler). That, 
if Mr. Harley’s accidenc fhould prove fatal, it 
would he an irreparable lofs : That, as things then 
flood, his life was abfolutely necellary: That, 
as to himfelf, he was not mailer of the fcheme 
by which they were to proceed, nor had credit 
enough with the Queen ; neither did he fee how 
it would be pofUble for them, in fuch a cafe, 
to wade through the difficulties they were then 
under. However, not to be over-particular in fo 
nice a point, this much is certain, that fome things 
happened during Mr. Harley’s confinement, which 
bred a coldnefs and jealoufy between thofe two 
great men ; and thefe, increasing by many fubfe- 
>quent accidents could never be removed. 

Upon Mr. Harley s recovery, which was fooo 
followed by his promotion to an Earldom, and the 
G 2 Treafurer's 
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Treafurer’s ftaff, he was earneftly prefled to go oa 
with the change of employments, for which his 
friends and the kingdom were very impatient; 
wherein, I am confident, he was not unwilling to 
comply, if a new incident had not put further dif¬ 
ficulties in his way. The Queen having thought 
fit to take the key from the Dutchefs of Marlbo¬ 
rough, it was, after fiome time, given to another 
great lady *, wholely in the interefts of the oppo- 
fite party ; who, by a moft obfequiouv behaviour, 
of which (he is a perfeCl miftrefs, and the privi¬ 
leges of her place, which gave her continual accefs, 
quickly won fo far upon the affections of her Ma- 
jefty, that {he had more perfonal credit than all the 
Queen’s fervants put together. Of this lady's cha¬ 
racter and ftory, having fpoken fo much in other 
papers, which may one day fee the light; I {hall 
only obferve, that, as foon as {he was fixed in her 
Ration, the Queen, following the courfe of her 
own nature, grew daily much more difficult and 
uncomplying Some weak endeavours were, in¬ 
deed, ufed to divert her Majefty from this choice; 
but (he continued fteady, and pleaded, that, if {he 
might not have liberty to chufe her own fervants, 
flie could not fee what advantage {he had gotten 
by the change of her miniftry : And fo little was 
her heart fet upon what they call a High-church, 
or Tory-adminiftration, that feVeral employments 
in court and country, and a great majority in 
all commiflions, remained in the hands of thofe 
who moft oppofed the prefent proceedings ; nor 
do I remember, that any removal of confequencc 
was made till the winter following, when the Earl 
of Nottingham was pleafed to prepare and offer a 
vote in the Houfe of Lords, againft any peace, 
while Spain continued in the hands of the Bourbon 
family. Of this vote the minifters had early no¬ 
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tice; and, by cafting up the numbers, concluded 
they fhould have a majority of ten to overthrow it. 
The Queen was defired, and promifed, to fpeak to 
a certain Lord, who was looked upon as dubious : 
That Lord attended accordingly ; but heard not a 
word of the matter from herMajefty, although fhe 
afterwards owned it was not for want of remember¬ 
ing, but from perfect indifference. TheTreaiurer, 
who trufted to promifes, and reckoned that others 
would truft to his, was, by a molt unfeafonable 
piece of parfimony, grofsly deceived ; and the vote 
carried againft the court. The Queen had the cu- 
riofity to be prefent at the debate; and appeared fo 
little difpleaied at the event, or againft thofe from 
whom fhe might have expected more compliance, 
that a perfon * in high Itation among her domeftics, 
who that day, in her prefence, had fhewn his ut- 
moft eloquence (fuch as it was) againft the mini- 
fters, received a particular mark + of diftinction 
and favour, which, by his poft, he could not pre¬ 
tend to, and was not removed from her fervice but 
with exceeding difficulty, many months after. And 
jt is certain, that this vote could not have been car¬ 
ried, if fome perfons, very near her Majefty, had 
not given affurances where they were proper, that 
it would be acceptable to the Queen, which her be¬ 
haviour feemed to confirm. 

But, when the confequences of this vote were 
calmly reprefented to her, that the limitation fpecili- 
ed therein had wholly tied up her hands, in cafe the 
recovery of Spain fhould be found impoffible, 
as it was frequently allowed and owned by many 
principal leaders of the oppofite parry, and had 
hitherto been vainly endeavoured, either by treaty 
or war: That the kingdom was not in a condition 
to bear any longer its burthen and charge, efpecial- 
ly with annual additions : That other expedients 

f To lead out the Queen. 
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might pofiibly be found for preventing France and 
bpain from being united under the fame king, ac¬ 
cording to the intent and letter of the grand alliance: 
That the dclign of this vote was to put her Majefty 
under the neceffity of diffolving the parliament, be¬ 
ginning all things anew, and placing the admini¬ 
stration in the hands of thofe whom fhe had thought 
fit to lay afide, and this by facrificing her prefent 
fcrvants to the rage and vengeance of the former; 
with many other obvious confiderations, not very 
proper at this time to be repeated : Her Majefty, 
who was earneftly bent upon giving peace to her peo¬ 
ple, confented lo fall upon the foie expedient, that 
her own coldnefs, or the treafurer’s thrift, and 
want or contempt of artifice, had left her; which 
was to create a number of peers, fufficient to turn 
the balance in the houfe of Lords. I confefs that, 
in my hiftory of thofe times, where this matter, a- 
mong others, is treated with a great deal more li¬ 
berty, and confcquently very unfit for prefent per- 
ufal, I have refined lo far to as to conjecture, that, 
if this were the treafurer’s council, he might pof¬ 
iibly have given it upon fome further views than 
that of avoiding the confequences of my Lord 
Nottingham’s vote. And what thofe were, I fup- 
pofe, I may offer without offence. It is known e- 
nough, that from the time of the revolution to the 
period I am now Tpeaking of, the favour of the 
court was almoft perpetually turned towards thofe 
who, in the party-term, are called Whigs, or the 
Low-church ; and this was a fpace of above twenty 
rears, wherein great additions were made to the 
peerage ; and the bifhops-bench almoft wholly re¬ 
newed. But the majority of landed-men, ft ill re¬ 
taining the old-church principles in religion and 
government, notwithstanding all endeavours to con¬ 
vert them, the late king was under many infuptra- 
ble difficulties during the courfe of his reign ; elec¬ 
tions fcldom fuccccding io well, as to leave the 
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court-fide without ftrenuous oppofition, fufficient 
to carry many points againft him, which he had 
much at heart. Upon the late Queen’s fucceeding 
to the crown, the church party, who feemed to 
have grown more numerous under all difcourage- 
ments, began to conceive hopes, that her Majefty, 
who had always profciTed to favour their principles, 
would make ufe of their fervice. And, indeed, 
upon that foot things hood for fome time: But, a 
new war being refblved on, three perfons, who had 
moft credit with her Majefty, and who were then 
looked upon to be, at leaft, as high principled as 
could pofiibly confift with the proteftant fucceflion, 
having confulted their friends, began to conceive 
that the military fpirit was much more vigorous in 
the other party, who appeared more keen againlt 
r ranee, more fanguine upon the power and wealth 
of England, and better verfed in the arts of finding 
out funds, to which they had been fo long ufed. 
There were fome orher motives for this tranfition 
of the minifters at that time, which are more pro¬ 
per for the hiftory above-mentioned, where they 
are faithfully recorded. But thus the Queen was 
brought to govern by what they call a Low-church 
miniftry, which continued for feveral years ; till at 
length, grown weary of the war, although carried 
on with great glory and fuccefs, and the nation ri- 
fing into a flame, (whether juftly or no) upon the 
trial of Dr. Sacheverel, which, in efFett, was a ge¬ 
neral mufter of both parties; her Majefty, follow’- 
ing her own inclinations and thole of her people, 
relolved to make fome changes in the miniftry, and 
take Mr. Harley into her councils. This was brought 
about, as the charge againft that minifter fays, by 
the bafeft infinuatiotis- upon which, being a deter¬ 
mination of parliament, I fhall not difpute; altho* 
I confefs to have received a very different account of 
that matter from a moft excellent Lady, upon whole 
veracity I entirely depend ; and who, being then in 
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chief confidence with her Mi fire fs, niuft needs know 
a particular faft wherein fhe was immediately con¬ 
cerned and trufted, better than any one man, or 
number of men, except the majority of a Houfe of 
Commons. 

When the new parliament met, whofe ele&ions 
were left entirely to the people, without the lead 
influence from the court, it plainly appeared how* 
far the church*party in the nation out-numbered 
the other, and efpecially in the feveral counties. 
But, in the Houfe of Lords, even after fome ma¬ 
nagement, there was but a weak and crazy majori¬ 
ty : Nor even could this have been expected, if fe¬ 
veral great Lords, who were always reputed of the 
other party, had not only complied, but been high¬ 
ly inftiumental in the change ; as the Dukes of 
Shrewfimry and Argyle, the Earls of Peterborough, 
Ptivers, and fome others, who certainly came into 
the Queen’s meafures upon other motives than that 
of party. Now, fince the government of England 
cannot go on while the two houfes of parliament 
are in opofition to each other ; and that the people, 
whenever they adled freely, would infallibly return 
a majority of church-men : one of thefe two things 
was of necefiitv to be done ; either, firfi, to diflolve 
that parliament, and call another of the Whig- 
ftamp, by force of a prodigious expence, which 
would be neither decent nor fafe, and, perhaps, at 
that time, hardly feafible: Or elfe, to turn the ba¬ 
lance in the Houfe of Lords; which, after the fuc- 
cefs of Lord Nottingham’s vote, was not otherwife 
to be done, than by creating a fuflicient number of 
peers, in order, at once, to make the Queen and 
her people eafy upon that article for the reft of her 
reign And this I fhould be willing to think was 
the Treafurer’s meaning, when he advifed thofe 
advancements; which, however, I confcfs, I did 
very much diflike. 


But 
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But if, arcer all I have faid, my conjecture fhould 
happen to be wrong, yet I do not fee how the Trea* 
furer can juftly be blamed for preferving his caufe, 
his friends, and himfllf, from unavoidable ruin, by 
an expedient allowed on all hands to be lawful: 
Perhaps, he was brought under that neceffiry by 
the want of proper management; but when that 
necefiity appeared, he could not act otherwile, with¬ 
out unravelling whatever had been done-, which, 
m the language of thofe times, would have been 
called, delivering the Queen and kingdom back 
into the hands of a faction they had fo lately got 
rid of. And, I believe, no minifler of any party 
would, in his circumftances, have fcrupled to 
make the lame flep, when the furnrna rerum was at 
flake. 

Although the Queen was brought into this mea¬ 
sure by no other motive than her earned: defire of 
a peace; yet the I realurer’s friends began to prefs 
him anew for farther changes in employments ; 
concluding, from what was pad, that his credit was 
great enough to compafs whatever he pleafed. But 
this proved to be ill reafoning ; for the Queen had 
no difiike at all to the other party, (whatever per- 
fonal piques fhe might bear at fome among them), 
further than as fhe conceived they were bent upon 
continuing the war, to which her Majefty relblved 
to pm as fpeedy an end as lhe could, with honour 
and Idfcty to her kingdoms ; and therefore fell, 
with readinefs enough, into the methods propofed 
to her for advancing that great work. But, in dif- 
penling her favours, fhe was extremely cautious and 
How ; and, after the ufual miflake of thofe who 
think they have been often impofed on, became fo 
very ftfpicious, that fhe overfhot the mark, and 
erred in the other extreme. When a perfon hap¬ 
pened to be recommended as ufeful for her lervice, 
or proper to be obliged, perhaps, after a long delay, 
fhe would confent; but, if the Trealurer offered, 
Vol. All. H 
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at the fame time, a warrant, or other inftrument* 
to her, already prepared in order to be figned, be- 
caufe he prefumed to reckon upon her confent be* 
fore hand, ihe would not; and thus the affair 
would fometrmes lie for feveral months togther, al¬ 
though the thing were ever fo reafonable, or that 
even the public fuffered by the delay. So that this 
minifter had no other remedy but to let her Majefty 
take her own time, which never failed' fo be the very 
longeft that the nature of the thing could fhffer her 
to defer it. 

When this promotion was made, Mr. Secretary 
St. John, whofe merits and pretenfions, as things 
then flood, were far luperior to any, waspurpofely 
left out, becaufe the court had need of his great 
abilities, the following fcflion, in the Houfe of 
Commons; and the peace being then upon the an¬ 
vil, he was beft able to explain and juftify the feve¬ 
ral heps towards it; which he accordingly did with 
invincible realon and unrverfal applauie. When 
the feffion was over, the Queen thought fit to give 
him a title , and, that he might not lole his rank, 
created him Viicount. There had been an Earldom 
in his name and family lately extinct; (though a 
barony fell to a collateral branch in the perfon of 
an infant), and the Secretary being of the fame 
houfe, expected and defired the fame degree. For 
he reafoned, that making him a Vifcount would be 
but rigorous juftice, and he hoped he might pre¬ 
tend to fome mark of favour, but the Oueen 
could nor be prevailed with ; becaufe, to fay~ the 
truth, he was nor much, at that time, in her good 
graces ; fome women about the court having infu- 
fed an opinion into her, that he was not fo regular 
in his life as he ought to be. The Secretary 0 laid 
the whole blame of this difappointment upon the 
Earl of Oxford, and freely told me, that he 
would never depend upon the harFs friendfhip 
cs long as he lived, nor have any further com¬ 
merce 





of the QTTEENV loft MINISTRY. 

pierce with him, than what was neceffary for carry¬ 
ing on the public fervice. And although 1 have 
good reafon to be allured, that the Trea.urer was 
wholly innocent in this point, as both himfelf and 
Lady Malhacn then protefted to me, yet my Lord 
Bolingbroke thought the appeaiances were lo 
Rrong, that I was never able to bring him over to 
my opinion. 

The divilions between thefe two great men began 
to fplit the courc into parties; Harcourr, Lord 
Chancellor, the Dukes of Shrewfbury and Argyie, 
Sir William Windham, and one or two more, ad¬ 
hered to the Secretary; the reft were either neu¬ 
ters, or inclined to the Trcalurer, whether from 
policy or gratitude, although they all agreed to 
blame and lament his myfterious and procraftinat- 
ing manner in acting ; which the ftate of affairs, at 
that time, could very ill admir, and mult have ren¬ 
dered the Earl of Oxford inexcufable, if the Queen’s 
obftinate temper had not put him under the necef- 
fity of exerting thofe talents wherewith, it mufb 
be confeffed, Iks nature was already too well pro¬ 
vided. 

This minifter had ftronger paffions than the Se¬ 
cretary, but kept them under ftritfter government: 
My Lord Bolingbroke was of a nature frank and 
open ; and, as men of great genius are fuperior to 
common rules, he ieldom gave himfelf the trouble 
of dilguiling or fubduing his refentments, although 
he was ready enough to forget them. In matters 
of ftate, as the Earl was too referved, fo, perhaps, 
the other was too free ; not from any incontinency 
of talk, but from the mere contempt of multiply¬ 
ing fecrets; although tlie graver councilors imput 
ed this liberty of lpeech to vanity, or lightneis. 
And, upon the whole, no two men could differ 
more in their diverlions, their ftudies, their wavs 
of tranfacting bufinefs, their choice of company, 
or manner of converfation. 
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The Queen, who was well informed of thefe 
animofities among her fervanxs, of which her own 
dubious management had been the original caufe, 
began to find, and lament the ill coniequcnces of* 
them in her affairs, both at home and abroad ; and 
to lay the blame upon her Treafurer, whole great- 
efl fault, in his whole miniftry, was too much 
compliance with his Miftrefs,, by which his mea- 
fuies were often dilconcerted, and himfelf brought 
under fufpicion by his friends. 

I am very confident, that this alteration in the 
Queen's temper, towards the Earl of Oxford, could 
never have appeared, if he had not thought fit to 
make one fiep in politics, which I have not been 
aole to apprehend. When the Queen firll: thought 
of making a change among her fervants, after 
Doftor Sacheverel’s trial, my Lady Mafham was 
very much heard and trufted upon that point, and 
it was by her intervention Mr. Harley was admitted 
into her Majefty’s prefence. That Lady was then 
in high favour with her Miftrefs, which, I believe, 
the Earl was not fo very fedulous to cultivate or 
preferve, as if he had it much at heart, nor was ah 
together forry, when he faw it under fome degree of 
declination. The reafons for this muft be drawn 
from the common nature of mankind, and the 
incompatibility of power : But the juncture was 
not favourable for fuch a refinement, becaufe it 
was early known to all, who had but looked into 
the court, that this Lady muft have a fucceflor, 
who, upon pique and principle, would do all in 
her power to obftrutft his proceedings. My Ladv 
Mafham was a perlon of a plain, found under- 
ftanding, of great truth and fincerity, without the 
ieaft mixture of faliehood or difguile; of an ho- 
ncit boldnefs and courage, fuptrior to her fex ; 
firm and difinterefted in her friendfhip, and full of 
love, duty, and veneration for the Queen her 
Mi.trefs: Talent* as feldom found, or fought for 
* in 
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in a court, as unlikely to thrive while they are 
there : So that nothing could then be more un¬ 
fortunate to the public, than a coidnefs between 
this Lady and the firft minifter ; nor a greater 
miftake in the latter, than to fuffer or connive at 
the leffening of her credit, which he quickly faw 
removed very difadvantageoufly to another objett 
and wanted the effects of, when his own was 
funk in the only domeftic affair for which I ever 
knew him under any concern. 

While the Qpeen’s favour to the Earl was thus 
gradually leffening, the breaches between him and 
his friends grew every day wider, which he looked 
upon with great indifference, and feemed to have 
his thoughts only turned upon finding out fome 
proper opportunity for delivering up his ftaff: Rut 
this her Majefty would not then admit; becaufe, 
indeed, it was not eafy to determine who fiiould 
fucceed him. 

In the midfl: of thefe difpofitions at court, the 
Queen fell dangeroufiv fick at Windfor, about 
Chriftmas 1713. It was confidently reported in 
town, that ihe was dead ; and the heads of the ex¬ 
petting party were faid to have various meetings 
thereupon, and a great hurrying of chairs and 
coaches to and from the Earl of Wharton's houfe : 
Whether this were true or not, yet thus much is 
certain, that the exprefixons of joy appeared very 
frequent and loud among many of that party ; 
which proceeding men of form did not allow to be 
altogether decent. A mdlcnger was immediately 
difpatched, with an account of the Queen’s illnefs 
to the lreafurer, who was then in town ; and in 
order to flop the report of her death, appeared next 
day abroad, in his chariot, with a pair of horfes, 
and did not go down to Windfor till his ufual 
time. Upon his arrival there the danger was over. 
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but not the fright, which ftill fat on every body's 
face, and the account given of the confufion and 
diffraction the whole court had been under, is 
hardly to be conceived : Upon which the Trea- 
lurer laid to me, “ Whenever any thing ails the 

Queen, thele people are out of their wits; and 

yet, they are lb thcughtlefs, that, as foon as 
“ ilie is well, they aCt as if fhe were immortal.’* 
I had fufficient reafon, both before and fince, to 
allow his obfervation to be true, and that fome 
fhare of it might, with juftice, be applied to him- 
ielf. 

The Queen had early notice of this behaviour 
among the difcontented leaders, during her illnefs. 
It was, indeed, an affair of fuch a nature, as re¬ 
quired r.o aggravation ; which, however, would 
not have been wanting, the women of both par¬ 
ties, who then attended her Majefiy, being well dif- 
pofed to reprefent it in the flrongeft light. The 
relult was, that the Queen immediately°laid afide 
all her fchemes and vifions of reconciling the two 
oppolite interefts, and entered upon a firm refolu- 
tion of adhering to the old Englifli principles, 
irom an opinion that the adverfe party wait- 
ed impatiently tor her death, upon views little 
confiding (as the language and opinion went then) 
with the lafety of the conlfitution. either in church 
or date. She, therefore, determined to fall into 
all juft and proper methods, that her minifters 
fhou.d advife her to, for the prefervation and con¬ 
tinuance of both. This I was quickly afTured of 
not only by the Lord Chancellor, and Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, but by the Trealurer himfelf. 

1 confels mylelf to have been thoroughly per- 
fuaded that this incident would perfecUy reconcile 
the minifters, by uniting them in purluino one ge¬ 
neral intereft ; and, confidering no farther than 
what was fitted to be done. I could not eafily forc- 
fe^any objections, or difficulties that the Earl of 

Oxford 
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Oxford would make ; I had, for fome time, en¬ 
deavoured to cultivate the drifted friendffiip be¬ 
tween him and the General *, by telling both of 
them, (which happened to be the truth) how- 
kindly they fpoke of each other; and by con¬ 
vincing the latter of what advantage fuch an union 
mull: be to her Majefty’s fervioe. There was an 
affair upon which all our friends laid a more ian 
ordinary weight Among the horfe and root- 
guards appointed to attend on the Queen’s perlon, 
feveral officers took every occafion, with great 
freedom and bitternefs or lpeech, to revile the mi- 
niftry, upon the lubjeft of the peace and th Pre¬ 
tender, not without many grofs expeffions againft 
the Queen herfelf; fuch as, I fuppofe, will hardly 
be thought on or attempted, but certainly not fuf- 
fered under the prel’ent powers. Which proceed¬ 
ing, befides the indignity, begot an opinion, that 
her Majedy’s perfon might be better guarded than 
by fuch keepers, who, after attending at court, or 
at the levee of the General or firft minifter, ad¬ 
journed, to publilh their dilaffeftion in coffee- 
' houfes and gaming-ordinaries, without any regard 
to decency or truth. It was propofed. rhat ten or 
a dozen of the lead difcreet among thefe gentle¬ 
men ffiould be obliged to fell their pods in the 
guards ; and that two or three, who had gone the 
greated lengths, ffiould have a price fixed for their 
commiffions, fomewat below the exorbitant rate 
ulually demanded for a few years pad. The Duke 
of Ormond defired but ten thoufand pounds to 
make the matter eafy to thole officers who were to 
fucceed ; which limn, his Grace told me, the Trea- 
furer had given him encouragement to expect, al¬ 
though he pleaded prefenc want of money : And, 

1 cannot but fay, that, having often, at the Duke’s 
«lefire, preffed this minider to advance the money, 
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he gave me fuch anfwers as made me think he 
really intended it : But I was quickly undeceived ; 
for. expoftulating fome days after with him upon 
the fame fubjedt, after great expreflions of efteem 
and friendftiip for the Duke of Ormond; and men¬ 
tioning fome ill treatment he had received from his 
friends, he faid, he knew not why he fhould do o- 
ther people’s work The truth is, that except the 
Duke, my Lord 1 revor, and Mr. Secretary Brom¬ 
ley, I could not find he had one friend left of any 
confequence in her Majefty’s fervice. The Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Bolingbroke, and Lady Mafham, 
openly declared againft him ; to whom were joined 
the Bifhop of Kochefter * and fome others. 
Dartmouth, then Privy Seal, and Paulet, Lord 
Steward, food neuters. The Duke ofShrewfbury 
hated the Trealurer, but facrificed all refentments 
to eafe, profit, and power ; and was then in Ire¬ 
land adling a part dire&ly oppofte to the 
court, which he had fagacity enough to forefee 
might quickly turn to account; fo that the Earl 
of Oxford itood almoft fingle, and every day 
found a vifible declenfion of the Queen’s favour to¬ 
wards him; which he took but little care to re- 
drefs, deiiring nothingfo much as leave to deliver 
up his half. Which, however, as conjunctures then 
ftood, he was not able to obtain ; his adverfaries 
not having determined where to place it : Neither 
was it, upon feveral accounts, a work fo proper to 
be done, while the parliament fat, where the mi- 
niftry had already loft too much reputation, and 
efpecially in the houfe of Lords. By what I could 
gather from feveral difeourfes with the Treafurer, it 
was not very difficult to find ^out how he reafoned 
with himfelf. The church-party continued violently 
bent to have feme neceffary removals made in the 
guards, as well as a further change in the civil 
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employments through the kingdom. All the great 
officers about the court, or in her Majefty’s ier- 
fervice, except the Duke of Shrewfbury and one or 
two more, were in the fame opinion ; the Queen 
herfelf, fince her laft illnefs at Windfor, had tlielike 
difpofitions and, I think, it may appear from fe- 
Veral paflages already mentioned, that the blame of 
thofe delays, fo often complained of, did nor ori¬ 
ginally lie at the Earl of Oxford’s door. But the 
Rate of things was very much changed by feveral 
incidents : The Chanceller, Lord Bolingbroke, aid 
Lady Mafiiam, had intirelv forfaken him, upon 
fufpicions I have mentioned before; which,‘al¬ 
though they were founded on miftake, yet he 
would never be at the pains to clear ; and, as he 
firft leffened his confidence with the Queen, by 
preffing her upon thofe very points, for which his 
friends accufed him that they were not perform¬ 
ed ; fo, upon her change of fentimenrs, after her 


recovery, he loft all favour and credit with her, 
for not feconding thofe new refolutions from which 
ihe had formerly been fo averfe. Bclides he knew 
<*s well as all others who were near the court, that 
it was hardly- poffible the Queen could furvive 
many months ; in which cafe, he mu ft of neceffiry 
bring upon him the odium and vengeance of the 
fucceffor, and of that party which muft then be 
predominant, who would quickly unravel all he had 
done ; Or, if her Majefty ffiould hold out longer 
than it was reafonable to expedt, yet, after having 
done a work that muft procure him many new ene¬ 
mies, he could expedt nothing but to be difeharged 
in difpleafure. Upon thefe reafons he continued 
his excufes to the Duke of Ormond, for not ad¬ 
vancing the money; and, during the fix laft 
months of his miniftry, would enter into no affairs 
bat what immediately concerned the bufinefs of his 
office. 1 hat whole period was nothing elfe but a 
*cene of murmuring and dilcontent, quarrel and 
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mifundei Handing, animofity and hatred, between 
him and his former friends. In the mean time tli£ 
Queen’s countenance was wholly changed towards 
him ; file cpmplained of his filence and fullennefs ; 
and, in return, gave him every day frelh inltances 
of negleft or difpleafure. 

The original of this quarrel among the mini. 
Iters, which had been attended with fo many ill 
confequences, began firlt between the Treafurer 
and Lord Bolingbroke, from the caufes and inci¬ 
dents I have already mentioned ; and might, very 
probably, have been prevented, if the Treafurer 
had dealt with lefs referve, or the Lord Boling- 
broke had put that confidence in him which fo fin- 
cere a friend might reafonably have expected. Nei- 
t ^ 1 "> perhaps, would a reconcilement have been an 
aftair of much difficulty, if their friends on both 
Inks had not too much obferved the common pru¬ 
dential forms of not caring to intermeddle ; which, 
together with the addition of a Ihrug, was the con¬ 
stant anfwer I received from moll of them, when¬ 
ever I prefled them upon the fubjcft. I cannot tell 
whether my Lord Trevor may be excepted, be- 
caule I had little acquaintance with him, although 
I am inclined to the negative. Mr. Prior, who 
was much loved and elteemed by them both, as he 
well deferved, upon the account of every virtue 
that can qualify a man for private converfation, 
might have been the properelt p'erfop for fuch a 
wont, if he could have thought it to confift with 
the prudence of a courtier ; but, however, he was 
a lent in France at thofe junctures when it was 
chiefly neceflary. And to lay the truth, moft per- 
lons had fo avowedly declared themfelves on one 
lide or the other, that thefe two great men had 
haidly a common friend left except myfeif. I had 
ever been treated with great kindnefs by them both ; 
and I conceived that what I wanted in weight and 
credit might be made up with Jincerity and free 

d’ym. 
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dom. The former they never doubted, and the 
latter they had conftant experience of: I had ma¬ 
naged between them for almoft two years; and 
their candour was fo great, that they had not the 
leaft jealoufy or fufpicion of me. And I thought 
I had done wonders, when, upon the Queen’s be¬ 
ing laft at Windfor, I put them in a coach to go 
thither by appointment, without other company; 
where they would have four hours time to come 
to a good underftanding ; but, in two days after, 
I learned from them both that nothing was done. 

There had been three bifhoprics for fome time 
vacant in Ireland, and I had prevailed on the Earl 
of Oxford, that one of them ihould be divided. 
Accordingly, four divines of that kingdom were 
named to the Queen, and approved by her ; but, 
upon fome difficulties not worth mentioning, the 
Queen’s mandatory letters to Ireland had been de¬ 
layed : I preiTed the trealurer every week, while 
her Majefty was at Windfor, and every day after 
her return, to finifh this affair 2 s a point of great 
confequence to the church in that kingdom ; and, 
growing at length impatient of fo many excufes, I 
fell into . fome paffion, when his Lordfhip freely 
told me, that he had been earned: with the Queen 
upon that matter, about ten times the laftTort- 
night, but without effedt; and that he found his 
credit wholely at an end. This happened about 
eleven weeks before the Queen died : And, two 
nights after, firing with lnm and Lord Boling- 
broke, in Lady .Mafham s lodgings at St. James s, 
for fome hours , I told the Trealurer, that, hav¬ 
ing defpaired of any reconciliation between them, I 
had only Raid fometime longer to forward the dif- 
pofal of thofe bilhoprics in Ireland, which fince 
Lis Lordfhip told me was out of his power, I now 
refolved to retire immediately, as from an evil I 
could neither help to redrefs, nor endure the fight 
of : Thar, before I left them, I defired they would 
l 2 anfwer 
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anfwa- me two queftions: Firft, Whether thefe 
mifclnefs might not be remedied in two minutes ! 
And, (econdly, Whether, upon the prefent foot, 
the mimftry would not be infallibly ruined in two 
months ? _ Lord Bolingbroke anfwered to each 
queftion in the affirmative, and approved of my 
refolution to retire; but the Trealurer, after his 
manner, evaded both, and only defired me to dine 
with him next day. However, I immediately went 
down to a friend in Berkfhire, to await the iffue, 
which ended in the removal of my Lord Treafurer, 
and, three days after, in her Majefty’s death. 

Ihus I have, with fome pains, recollected feve- . 
ral paffiiges, which I thought were mod material 
ror the fatisfafbon of thofe who appear fo much 
at a lofs upon the unaccountable quarrels of the 
late mimftry. For, indeed, it looked like a riddle, 

tO „Tu Pe, i f0n = ° f S reat and undifputed abilities, 
called bv the Queen to her fervice, in the place 
ot others with whofe proceedings fhe was dif- 
gufted, and with great fatisfadlion to the clergv, 
the landed intereft, and body of the people, run¬ 
ning, on a hidden, into fuch a common beaten 
court-tract of ruin, by divifions among themfelves - 
not only without a viiible caufe, but with the ftrongl 
eft appearances to the contrary, and without any 
.‘.fuge to the ufual excufe of evil inftruments, or 
cunning adverfaries, to blow the coals of diffention • 
tor the work was entirely their own. 

I impute the caufe of thefe misfortunes to the 
Queen, who, from the variety of hands fhe had 
employed, and reafonings fhe had heard fince her 
coming to the crown, was grown very fond of rno- 
derating fchemes, which, as things then flood 
were by no means reducible to practice; fhe had 
iikewile a good fhare of that adherence to her own 
opinions, which is ufually charged upon her fex. 
And, laltly, (as I before obferved) having received 

fome 
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fome hints that fhe had formerly been too much 
governed, fhe grew very difficult to be advifed. 

The next iu fault was the Treafurer, who, not 
being able to influence the Q^een in many points, 
with relation to party, which his friends and the 
kingdom feemed to have much at heart, would 
needs take all the blame on himfelf, from a known 
principle of ftate prudence, that a firft minifter 
muft always preferve the reputation of power : 
But I have ever thought, that there are few max¬ 
ims in politics, which, at fome conjunctures, may 
not be very liable to an exception. The Qtieen 
was by no means inclined to make many chances 
in employments ; (he was politive iij her nature, 
and extremely given to delay. And fureiy thefe 
were no proper qualities for a chief minifter to per- 
fonare towards his neareft friends, who were brought 
into employment upon very different views and 
promifes. Nor could any reputation of power be 
worth preferring at the expence of bringing fince- 
rity into queftion. I remember, upon a Saturday, 
when the minifters and one or two friends of the 
. Treafurer conftantly met to dine at his houfe, one 
of the company attacked him very warmly, on ac¬ 
count that a certain Lord, who perpetuallvoppoled 
the Queen’s meafures, was not difmiffed from a 
great employment, which, befides other advanta- 
ges, gave that Lord the power of chufing fevcral 
members of parliament. The Treafurer evaded 
the matter with his ufual anfwer, that this was 
whipping-day : Upon which, the Secretary Boling- 
broke, turning to me, faid, It was a ftrange thing, 
that my Lord Oxford would not be fo kind to his 
friends, and fo juft to his own innocence, a? to 
vindicate himfelf where he had no blame ; for, to 
his knowledge and the Chancellor’s, (who was then 
alio prelent), the Treafurer had frequently and 
earneftly moved the Qneen upon that very'point 
without effect: Whereupon, this minifter finding 
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himfelf preffed To far, told the company, that he 
had at laft prevailed with her Majefty, and the 
thing would be done in two days, which followed 
accordingly. I mention this fadt as an inftance of 
the Earl of Oxford’s dilpofition to preferve lome 
reputation of power in himfelf, and remove all 
blame from the Queen ; and this, to my particular 
knowledge, was a frequent cafe ; but how far juf- 
tifiable in point of prudence, I have already given 
my opinion. However, the Treafurer’s friends 
were yet much more to blame than himfelf: He 
had abundance of merit with them all, not only 
upon acccount of the public, the whole change of 
the miniftry having been effected without any in¬ 
tervention of theirs, by him and Lady Malham ; 
but, likewile from the confequence of that change, 
whereby the greateft employments of the kingdom 
were divided among them, and therefore, in com¬ 
mon juftice as well as prudence, they ought to 
have been more indulgent to his real failings, ra¬ 
ther than lulpedl him of imaginary ones, as they 
often did, through ignorance, refinement, or mil- 
take : And I mention it to the honour of the Se¬ 
cretary Bolingbroke, as well as of the Treafurer, 
that having mylelf, upon many occafions, joined 
with the former, in quarrelling with the Earl's 
conduct upon certain points, the Secretary would, 
in a little time after, frankly own that he was alto¬ 
gether miflaken. 

Laftly, I cannot excufe the remifihefs of thofe, 
whole bufinels it fhould have been, as it certainly 
was their interefi: to have interpofed their good of¬ 
fices for healing this unhappy breach among the 
minifters: But of this I have already fpoken.° 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

[Written about a year after.] 

JJ Aving proceeded thus far, I thought it would 
be unneceilary to fay anything upon the other 
head, relating to the defign of bringing in the Pre¬ 
tender: For, upon the Earl of Oxford’s impeach¬ 
ment, the gentlemen of the prevailing fide allured 
me, that the whole myftery would be foon laid o- 
pen to the world, and were ready to place the me¬ 
rit of their caufe upon that iflue : This difcovery 
we all expected from the Report of the Secret Com¬ 
mute : But, when that treatife appeared, (whoever 
were the compilers) we found it to be rather the 
work of a luxuriant fancy, an abfolute ftate- 
pampnlet, arguing for a caule, .than a dry recital 
of tacts, or a tranfeript of letters; and, for what 
related to the Pretender, the authors contented 
themfelves with informing the public, that the 
‘whole intrigue was privately carried on in perfonal 
treaties between the Earl of Oxford and the Abbe 
Gaultier, which mull needs be a dotfhine hard of 
who have the leaft knowledge ei¬ 
ther of the Earl or the Abbe, or upon what foot 
the latter flood at that time with the Englifh minif- 
tiy : I conceive that whoever is at a diftance e- 
nough to be out of fear either of a vote or a mef- 
as ea % brought to believe all the 
* . ,e § €nds to g ct her. And to make fuch an 

allertion, in a public report delivered to the Houfe 
of Comrnoms, without the leaft attempt to prove 
it, will fome time or other be reckoned fuch a {train 
upon truth and probability, as is haid to be equal¬ 
led in a Spanilh romance. I think it will be allow- 
e , that the articles of high treafon drawn up a- 
gainlt the Earl were not altogether founded upon 
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the report, or it i;a.ft that thole important hints 
about bringing in <h^ P.^tender were more proper 
materials to fu-nilh our a pamphlet than an im^ 
peachment; fince this accufuton hath no part e- 
ven among the high crimes and mifdemeanors. 

But, notwithfUnding all this and that the Earl 
of Oxford, after two years refidence in the tower, 
was at length di(milled without any trial . yet the 
reproach {till went on, that the Queens lafi minify 
try, in concert with their miftrefs, were deeply en¬ 
gaged in a defign to fet the Pretender upon the 
throne. The cultivating of which accufation I im¬ 
pute to the great goodnefs of thofe in power, who 
are fo gracious to afiign a reafon, or at leafi give a 
countenance for that fudden and univerfal fweep 
they thought fit to make on their firfi appearance ; 
whereas they might as well have fpared that cere¬ 
mony, by a fhort recourfe to the royal prerogative, 
which gives every Prince a liberty of chufing what 
fervants he will. 

There are two points which I believe myfelf able 
to make out. Firfi, that neither the late Queen 
nor her minifters did ever entertain a defign of 
bringing in the Pretender during her Majefty’s life, 
or that he fhould fuccecd after her dreeai'e. 

.Secondly, that if timy conceived fuch a defign, 
it was abfolutely necefiary to proiecute it from the 
firfi year of their minifiry ; b caufe, for at leafi a 
year before the Queen’s death, it was impofiiblc 
iO have put fuch a defign in execution. 

I muft premife with three circumftances which 
have a great effect on me, and nmfi have the like 
upon thofe among my friends who have any toler¬ 
able opinion of my veracity, and it is only to thofe 
that I offer them. 

I remember, during rke late treaty of peace, dif- 
courfing at feveral times with fome very eminent 
perfons of the oppofito fide, with whom I had long 
acquaintance, I a Iked them ferioufly, whether they 
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or any of their friends did in earneft believe, or 
iufpect the Queen or the miniftry to have any fa¬ 
vourable regards towards the Pretender? They all 
con felled for themfelves, that they believed nothing 
Ov the matter; and particularly a perfon at prefenc 
’in great employment, faid to me with much frank- 
nefs, “ You let up the church and SStcheverai a- 
gainfl: us, and v/e fet up trade and the l 3 retender 
againft you. 

The Iccond point I would obferve is this, Thar, 
during the courle of the late miniftry, upon occa- 
fton of the libels everyday thrown about, I had the 
.curioftty to aik almoft every perfon in great employ¬ 
ment, whether they knew, or had heard, of any 
one particular man (except thole who profefled to 
be Nonjurors) that difcovered the leaft inclination 
towards the Pretender ; and the whole number 
they could mufter up did not amount to above live 
or fix, among which one was a certain old Lord 
lately dead, and one a private gentleman, of little 
confequence, and of a broken fortune; Yet I do 
not believe myfelf to have omitted any one great 
man that came in my way, except the Duke of 
•Buckingham, in whole company I never was above 
once or twice at moft : I am, therefore, as confi¬ 
dent as a man can be of any truth which will not 
admit a demonftration, that, upon the Queen’s 
death, if we except Papifts and Nonjurors/ftiere 
■could not be five hundred perfons in England, of 
ml ranks, who had any thoughts of the Pretender; 
and, among theie, not fix .of any quality or con¬ 
fequence : But how it hath come to pals that feve- 
ral millions are laid to have lince changed their 
ientiments, it fhall not be my part to inquire. 

1 he laft point is of the fame ftrain, and I offer 
it, like the two former, to convince only thofe 
.who are willing to believe me on my own word ; 
that having been, for the fpace of almoft four 
years, verv nearly and perpetually conv.erlant with 
’ Voi.XlI. K thofe 
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thole who had the greateft jfhare of power, and 
this, in their times of leifure as well as bufinefs, I 
could, never hear one fingle word to be let fail in 
favour of the Pretender, although I was curious 
enough to obferve, in a particular manner, what 
palPed upon that fubjedl. And I cannot but think, 
that, if fuch an affair had been in agitation, I muff 
have had either very bad luck, or a very fmall 
fhare of common underllanding, not to have dif- 
covered fome grounds, at leaft, for fufpicion. Be- 
caufe I never yet knew a minifter of hate, or indeed 
any other man, lb great a mailer of fecrecy, as to 
be able, among thofe he nearly converted with, 
wholly to conceal his opinions, however, he may 
cover his deligns. 'Ihis I fay, upon a fuppolition 
that they would have held on the malic always be- 
foie me, which, however, I have no reafon to 
believe. And, I confefs, it is with the expence of 
iome patience that I hear this matter fummarily de¬ 
termined by thofe who had no advantages of know¬ 
ing any thing that palled, otherwife than what they 
found in a libel or a coffeehoufe ; or, at bell, from 
general reafonings built upon miftaken facts. Now, 
although what I have hitherto faid upon this point 
can have no inliuence further than my own perfo- 
ual credit reacheth, yet, I confels, I ihall never 
be brought to cha»ge my opinion, till fome one, 
who had more opportunities than I, will be able 
to produce any fingle particular from the letters, 
the difeourfes, or the actions of thofe minifters, as 
a proof of what they alledge, which hath not yet 
been attempted or pretended. 

But, I believe, there may be feveral arguments 
of another nature produced, which can make it 
very evident to thofe who will hear reafon, that 
the Queen’s minifters never had it in their thoughts 
to alter the fuccelfion of the crown. 

For, fu ll, when her Wajelly had determined to 
Iicr iervants, it is very well known, that 

thofe, 
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tliofe, whom /he appointed to fucceed them, were 
generally accounted favourers of what is called the 
Low*church party, not only my Lords Oxford, 
Bolingbroke, and Harcourt, but a great majority 
of the reft : Among which I can immediately name 
the Dukes of Shrewfbury, Newcaftle, and Argyle ; 
the Earls of Peterborow, Rivers, Strafford, Ilay, 
and Orrery ; the Lords Manfel and Mafham, with 
feveral others whom I cannot at prefent recoile&J 
Whereas, of the other party, the Dukes of Or¬ 
mond and Buckingham, and the Earl of Dart¬ 
mouth were the only perfons introduced at firft, 
and very few afterwards : Which, 1 fuppofe, will 
clearly evince, that the bringing in of the Preten¬ 
der was not the original lcheme of fuch minifters, 
and that they were by no means proper inftruments 
for fuch a work. 

And whoever knew any thing of the Queen’s 
difpofition, muft believe fhe had no inclinations at 
all in favour of the Pretender : She was highly and 
publicly difpleafed with my Lord Bolingbroke, be- 
caufe he was feen under the fame roof with that 
perfon at an opera, when his Lordfhip was fent to 
France upon fome difficulties about the peace ; her 
Majefty laid, that he ought to have immediately 
withdrawn, upon the appearance of the other; 
wherein, to fpeak with freedom, I think her judge¬ 
ment was a little miftaken. And at her toilet, a- 
mong her women, when mention happened to te 
made of the Chevalier, fhe would frequently let 
fall expreffions of fuch a nature, that made it ma- 
nifeft how little fhe deferved thofe reproaches 
which have been caft on her fince her death, upon 
that account. 

Befldes, I have already faid, that her Majefty 
began thofe changes at court for no other caufe 
than her perfonal dilpleafure again ft a certain fa¬ 
mily, and their allies \ and from the hope fhe had 
tv obtain a peace, by the removal of fome whofe 
K 2 intereft 
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intcreft it was to obftruff it: That when the fop* 
mer Chancellor, Prefident, and others came to her, 
determined to deliver up their employments, fhe 
prefled them fomewhat more than it became her 
dignity, to continue in their llations ; of which, 
I fuppofe, my Lord Cowper is yet a living wit- 
nefs. 

I am forced to repeat what I have before obferv- 
ed, that it was with the utmofl: difficulty ffie could 
be ever perfuaded to difmifs any perfon upon the 
fcore of party, and that fhe drove her minifters in¬ 
to the greateft diftrefs, upon my Lord Notting¬ 
ham’s vote againft any peace without Spain, for 
want of fpeaking to one or two depending Lords, 
although with the laft danger of breaking the mea- 
fures ffie was moft fond of towards fettling the re- 
pofe of Europe. She had, befides, upon the re¬ 
moval of the Dutchefs of Marlborough, chofen 
another great lady * to fucceed, who quickly grew 
into higher credit than all her minifters together : 
A lady openly proftffing the utmofl: averiion from 
the perfons, the principles, and meafures of thofc 
who were then in power, and excelling all, even 
of her own fex, in every art of infinuation : And 
this her Majefty thought fit to do, in oppofltion to 
the ftrongeft reprefentations that could poffibly be 
made to her, of the inconveniencies which would 
enfue. Her only objection againft feveral clergy¬ 
men, recommended to her for promotions in the 
church, was their being too violent in party. And 
a lady, in high favour with her, hath frequently 
allured me, that whenever ffie moved the Queen 
to difeard fome perlons, who, upon all occaliens, 
with great virulence, oppofed the court, her Ma¬ 
jefty would, conftantly refufe, and, at the fame 
time, condemn her for too much party-zeal. 

But, belide all this, there never was a more ftale 

* Dw.chcfs of Soiwcrfet, 
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or antiquated caufe than that of the Pretender, at 
the time when her Majefty chofc her laft minifters, 
who were mod: of them children or youths, when 
King James II. abdicated : They found a Prince 
upon the throne before they were of years to trou¬ 
ble themfelves with fpeculations upon government; 
and, confequently, could have no fcruples of con¬ 
fidence in fubmitting to the prcfent powers, flnce 
they hardly remembered any other. And, truly, 
this was in general the cafe of the whole kingdom: 
For the adherents of King James II. were all either 
dead or in exile, or funk in obfeurity, laden with 
years and want; fo that if any guilt were contract¬ 
ed by the Revolution, it was generally underftood 
that our anceftors were only to anfwer for it. And 
I am confident, with an exception to profefled 
Nonjurors, there was not one man in ten thoufand, 
through England, who had other fentiments. Nor 
can the contrary opinion be defended, by arguing 
the prodigious difaffeCtion at prefent, becaufc the 
lame thing hath happened before from the fame 
caufes in our own country, and within the memo¬ 
ry of man, although not with the fame event. 

But luch a difaffe&ion could hardly have been 
raifed againfl: an abfent prince, who was only in 
expectation of the throne ; and, indeed, I cannot 
but reckon it as a very ftrong argument for the 
good difpofition, both in the miniftry and kingdom, 
towards the houfe of Hanover, that, During my 
Lord Oxford’s adminiftration, there was never 
thrown out the leaf! reflection againfl: that illuftri- 
ous Houfe, in any libel or pamphlet ; which would 
hardly have happened, if the fmall party writers 
could have thought, that by fuch a performance, they 
would have made their court to thofe in power; 
and which would certainly have been a very ufeful 
preliminary, if any attempt nad been intended to¬ 
wards altering the fucceflion to the crown. But, 
however, to fay the truth, inveCtives againfl the 
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•iibfent, and with whom we have nothing to do, 
although they may render perfons little and con¬ 
temptible, can hardly make them odious : For 
hatred is produced by motives of a very different 
nature, as experience hath (hewn. And although 
politicians affirm it more eligible for a prince to be 
hared than ddpifed, yet that maxim is better cal¬ 
culated for an abfolute monarchy than for the cli¬ 
mate of England. But I am fallible this is a di- 
greflion ; therefore I return. 

The treaties made by her Majefly with France 
and Spain, were calculated in feveral points direct¬ 
ly againft the Pretender, as he hath now’found to 
his coff, and as it is manifeff to all the world. Nei¬ 
ther could any thing be more fuperffciai than the 
politics of thofe who could be brought to think 
that the Regent of France would ever engage in 
meafures againft the prelent King of England, and 
how the grimace of an ambaffador's taking or not 
taking his public character, as in the cafe of the 
Earl of Stairs, lliould ferve fo long for an amufe- 
ment, cannot fufficiently be wondered at. What 
can be plainer, than that the chief intereft of the 
Duke of Orleans is woven and twifted with that 
of King George ; and this, Whether it ffvall be 
thought convenient to fuffer the young King of 
France to live longer, or not ? For, in the fecond 
cafe, the Regent perfe&ly agrees with our prefent 
King in this particular circumftance, that the whole 
order of fuccefflon hath been broken for his fake ; 
by which means he likewife will be incumbered 
with a Pretender, and thereby engaged, upon the 
ftrongeft motives, to prevent the union of France 
and Spain under one monarch. And, even in the 
other cafe, the chance of a boy’s life, and his leav¬ 
ing heirs*male of his body, is lo dubious, that the 
hopes of a crown to the Regent, or his children, 
will certainly keep that Prince, as long as Ins power 
continues, very hrm in his affiance with England. 

And 
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And, as this defign was originally intended and 
avowed by the Queen’s minifters, in their treaties 
with France and Spain, To the events have fully an¬ 
swered in every particular. The prefent King fuc- 
ceeded to thefe crowns with as hearty and univerfal 
a difpofition of the people, as could poftibly conlift: 
with the grief for the lofs of fo gracious and ex¬ 
cellent a Princefs as heV late Majefty : The parlia¬ 
ment was moft unanimous in doing every thing that 
could endear them to a new Monarch. * The gene¬ 
ral peace did entirely put an end to any defign 
which France or Spain might probably have laid 
to make a diverfion by an invafion upon Scotland, 
with the Pretender at the head, in cale her Majefty 
had happened to die during the courfe of the war: 
And, upon the death of the late French king, the 
Duke of Orleans fell immediately into the ftricfeft 
mealures with England ; as the Queen and her mi¬ 
nifters eafily forelaw it would be neceffiry for him 
to do, from every reafon that could regard his own 
intereft. If the Queen had died but a fhort time 
before the peace, and either of the two great pow¬ 
ers engaged againft us had thought fit to have 
thrown iome troops into Scotland, although it could 
not have been a very agreeable circumftance to a 
fucceflbr and a Granger, yet the univerfal inclina¬ 
tions at that time in England towards the Houle of 
Hanover, would, in all probability, have prevented 
the confequences of fuch an enterprize. But, on 
the otner lide, if the Avar had continued a year 
longer than her Majcfty’s life, and the fame caufts 
had been applied to produce the fame effects upon 
the affections of the people, the ilfue mud inevita¬ 
bly have been either a long and bloodv civil war, 
or a ludden revolution. So that no incident could 
have arrived more effectual to fortify the King’s 
title, and lecure his pofieflion, than that very peace 
fo much exploded by one parry, and fo jul'tly ce¬ 
lebrated by the other; in continuing to declare 
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which opinions, under the prefent fituation of 
things, it is not very improbable that they may both 
be in jell. 

But if any articles of that peace were like to en¬ 
danger the Protellant fucceffion, how could it come 
to pafs that the Dutch, who were guarantees of that 
lucceffion, and valued for zealous defenders of it, 
should be fo ready with their offers to comply with 
every article ; and this for no greater a reward than 
a (hare in the JJJiento trade, which the oppofers of 
peace reprefented to be only a trifle. That the fa<ff 
is true, I appeal to Monfieur de Buys, who, upon 
iome difficulties the minillry were under by the 
Rarl of Nottingham’s vote againft any peace while 
Spain continued in the Bourbon family, undertook 
to make that matter ealy, by getting a full appro¬ 
bation from the States, his Mailers, of all her Ma- 
jefly’s proceedings, provided they might be fharers 
in that trade. I can add this further, that fome 
months after the conclufion of the peace, and a- 
midll all the appearing difeontents of the Dutch, 
a gentleman who had long refided in Holland, and 
was occafionally employed by the miniflers here, 
allured me that ,e had power from the penfloner to 
treat with the Earl of Oxford, about fending hither 
an extroardinary embaffy from Holland, to declare 
that the States were fully fatisfied with the whole 
plan of the peace, upon certain conditions, which 
were eafy and honourable, and fucii as had no re* 
lation at ail to the Pretender. How this happened 
to fail, I never inquired, nor had any difeourfe a- 
bout it with thofe in power. For then their affairs 
were growing defperate, by their quarrels among 
them (elves, and by the Eiri of Oxford’s declina¬ 
tion in the Queen’s favour ; both which became fo 
public, as well as her Majdly’s bad hate of health* 
I fuppofe thofe circumftances might eafdy cool 
the Dutch politicians in that puifuit. 

* I re* 
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t remember to have heard it objected againft the 
late miniftry, as an inftance of their inclination to¬ 
wards the Pretender, that they were carelefs in cul¬ 
tivating a good correfpondence with the Houfe of 
Hanover. And, on the other fide, I know very 
well what continual pains were employed to fatisfy 
and inform the Elector, and his minifters, in every 
ftep taken by her Majefty, and what offers were 
made to his Highnefs for any further fecurities of 
the fuccefiion in him and his family, that could 
confift with the honour and fafety of the Queen. 
To this purpofe were all the initrudlions given to 
Earl Rivers, Mr. Thomas Harley, Lord Clarendon, 
and fome others. But all endeavours were render¬ 
ed abortive by a foolifh circumftance, which hath 
often made me remember the common obfervation, 
of the greateff event- depending frequently upon 
the loweff, vileft, and ob cured caufes: And this 
is never more verified than in courts, and the iffues 
of public affairs, whereof I could produce, from 
my own knowledge and obfervation, three or four 
very furprizing inffances. I have leen an old bed- 
maker *, by officioufly going to one door when 
gratitude as well as common ienfe fliould have lent 
her to another, become the inftrument of putting the 
nation to the expence of fome thoufand lives, and 
feveral millions of money. I have known as great 
an event from the ftupidity, or wilfulnefs of a beg¬ 
garly Dutchman f, who lingered on purpofe half 
an hour at a vifir, when he had promifed to be 
fomewhere elfe. Of no greater dignity was that 
circumftance, which rendered ineffectual all endea¬ 
vours ot the late miniftry to eftablilh themfelves in 
the good graces of the court of Hanover, as I (hall 
particularly relate in another work. It may 1'ufficc 

* Mrs. Foiflon, necefiary woman to the Queer, pre r e red to that 
employment by my Lady Martiam. 

f Carew Lord Hunfden, born and bred in H^ll.ni. 
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to hint at prefenr, that a delay in conveying a very 
inconfiderablc lum’, to a very inconsiderable French 
vagrant gave the opportunity to a more industri¬ 
ous party, of corrupting that channel through 
which all the ideas of the difpofitions and defigns 
of the Queen, the ministers, and the whole Britifh, 
nation were conveyed. 

The fecond point which I conceive myfelf able to 
make out, is this: That if the Queen’s ministers 
had, with or without the knowledge of their Mi¬ 
ll refs,. entertained any thoughts of altering the fuc- 
cefiion in favour of the Pretender, it was abso¬ 
lutely neceflary for them to have begun, and profb- 
cuted that defign, as Soon as they came into her 
Majefty’s Service. 

There were two circumstances which would have 
made it nectfftry for them to have loll no time. 
Firft, becaufe it was a work that could not pofiibly 
be done on a Sudden.- For the whole nation, al¬ 
most to a man, excepting profeffed Nonjurors, had 
conceived the utmoll abhorrence of a Popifh fuc- 
ceffor. And, as I have already obServed, the Scruple 
of conScience, upon the point of loyalty, was whol¬ 
ly confined to a few antiquated Nonjurors, who lay 
Starving in obfeurity. So that, in order to have 
brought Such an affair about in a parliamentary 
way, Some years mull have been employed to turn 
the bent of the nation, to have rendered one per- 
fon odious and another amiable; neither of which 
is to be Soon compaffed towards abfent princes, 
unleSs by comparing them with thofe of whom 
we have had experience, which was not then the 
cafe. 

The other circumftance was the bad condition of 
the Queen’s health ; her Majelly growing every day 

t Robithjr, then at Hanover, but in the fcrvice of fome other 
German Prince, it is not known how, gr.t into foir.e credit svith the 
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ciore unwieldy, and the gout, with other diforders 
increafing on her; To that whoever was near the 
court, for about the two lad: yeiirs of her reign, 
might boldly have fixed the period of her life to a 
very few months, without pretending to prophely. 
And how little a time the minifters had for fo great 
a work as that of changing the fucceflion of the 
crown, and how difficult the very attempt would 
have been, may be judged from the umbrage taken 
by feveral Lords of the Church-party, in the lall 
year of her reign, who appeared under an appre- 
henfion that the very'quarrels among the miniiters 
might pollibly be of fome difadvantage to the Houle 
of Hanover. And the univerfal declaration, both 
among Lords and Commons, at that time, as well 
in favour of the Ele&or as again ft the Pretender, 
are an argument beyond all conviction, that fome 
years mult have been fpent in altering the difpofi- 
tions of the people. Upon this occaiion I ihali 
not foon forget what a great minifter then faid to 
me, and which I have been iince allured was like- 
wile the Duke of Shrevvfbury’s opinion, That there 
could be no doubt of the Elector’s undifturbed fuc- 
ceffion ; but the chief difticulty lay in the future 
difaffection of the church, and people, and landed 
intereft, from that univeflai change of men and 
meafures, which he forefaw would arrive. And it 
mult be, to all impartial men, above a thoufand 
witnefles, how innocent her Majefty’s fervants were 
upon this article ; that, knowing lo well through 
what channels all favour was to pafs upon the 
Queen’s demile, that, by their coming into power, 
they had utterly, and for ever, broken all meafures 
with the oppofite party; and that, in the beginning 
of their admiuiftration, there wanted not, perhaps, 
certain favourable jun&ures, which fome future 
circumftances would not have tailed to cultivate ; 
yet their actions fhewed them fo far from any view 
towards the Pretender, that they neglefted purfuing 
L 2 thole 
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thofe meafures which they had conftantlv in their 
power, not only of fecuring themfelves, but the in- 
tereft of the church, without any violence to the 
Proteftant fucceflion in the perldn of the Ele&or. 
And this unhappy negleft I take to have been the 
only difgrace of their miniftry. To prevent this 
evil was, I confefs, the chief point wherein all my 
little politics terminated ; and the methods were 
cafy and obvious. But whoever goes about to gain 
favour with a prince by a readinefs to enlarge his 
prerogative, although out of principle and opinion, 
ought to provide that he be not out-bid by another 
parry, however profeffing a contrary principle. For 
I never yet read or heard of any party acting in 
oppofition to the tsue intereft of their country, 
whatever republican denominations they afFe&ed to 
be diftinguifhed by, who would not be contented 
to chaffer public liberty for perfonal power, or for 
an opportunity of gratifying their revenge. Of 
which truth Greece and Rome, as well as many 
other Rates, will furnifh plenty of examples. This 
reflection I could not well forbear, although it may 
be of little ufe further than to difeover^my own 
refentment. And yet, perhaps, that misfortune 
ought rather to be imputed to the want of concert 
and confidence, than of prudence or courage. 

I muft here take notice of an accufation charged 
upon the late miniftrv, by the Houfe of Commons, 
that they put a lie, or falfehood, into the Queen’s 
mouth, to be delivered to her parliament. Mr. Tho¬ 
mas Harley was fent to the Elector of Hanover with 
infiructions, to offer his Highnefs any further fecuri- 
tics, for fettling the fucceflion in him and his family, 
that could confiil: with herMajefly’s honourandfafety. 
1 his gentleman writ a letter to the Secretary of State, 
a little before his return from Hanover, iignifyin^ 
in direft terms, that the EleCtor exprcfied himfelf 
fatisfied in the Queen’s proceedings, and defired to 
live in confidence with her. lie writ to the fame 
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purpofe to one of the under-fecretaries, and men¬ 
tioned the fad: as a thing that much pleafed him, 
and what he defired might be as public as poflible. 
Both thefe letters I have read ; and the Queen, as 
fhe had reafon to fuppofe, being lufficiently autho* 
riled by this notice from her minifter, made men¬ 
tion of that information in a fpeech from the throne. 
If the fact were a lie, it is what I have not heard 
Mr. Harley to have been charged with. From 
what hath lince palled in the world, I fhould indeed 
be inclined to grant, it might have been a compli¬ 
ment in his Highnefs, and perhaps underftood to 
be fo by the Queen ; but, without queftion, her 
Mfljefty had a fair excufe to take the Elector accord¬ 
ing to his words. And if this be fo, the imputa¬ 
tion of falfehood rnuft remain where thefe accufers 
of that excellent Princefs’s veracity will, I fuppofe, 
not profefs (at lealt) an inclination to place it. 

I am very willing to mention the point, wherein, 
as 1 faid, all my little politics terminated, and where¬ 
in I may pretend to know that the minilters were 
of the fame opinion ; and would have put it in 
practice, if it had pleafed God to let them continue 
to ad with any kind of unanimity, 

I have already obferved, how well it was known 
at court what meafurcs the Elector intended to fol¬ 
low, whenever his fucceflion fhould take place ; 
and what hands he would employ in the admini- 
ifration of his affairs. I have likewife mentioned 
fome fads and reafons, which influenced and fixed 
his Highnefs in that determination, notwithftand- 
ing, all poflible endeavours to divert him from it, 
Now, it we conlider the difpofitions of England at 
that time, when almoft the whole body of tlie cler¬ 
gy, a vail majority of the landed intereft, and of 
ihe people in general, were of the Church-party ; 
it muft be granted that one or two acts, which might 
have palled in ten days, would have put it utterly 
out of the power of the fucceflbr to have procured 

a Houfe 







S6 An INQUIR.Y into the Behaviour 

a Houfe of Commons of a different ftamp, and this 
with very little diminution to the prerogative ; which 
a£b might have been only temporary. For the ufuai 
arts to gain parliaments can hardly be applied with 
iuccefs after the election againff a majority, at lead:, 
of three in four, becaufe the trouble and expence 
would be roo great, belide the lots of reputation. For 
neither could luch a number of members find their 
account in point of profit, nor would the crown be 
at lb much charge and hazard merely for the fake 
of governing by a fmall party, againff the bent and 
genius of the nation. And, as to all attempts of 
influencing electors, they would have been luffi- 
cicntly provided for by the fcheme intended. I 
fuppofe it need not be added, that the government 
of England cannot move a ffep, while the Houfe 
of Commons continues to diflike proceedings, or 
perfons employed, at leaft in an age when parlia¬ 
ments are grown fo frequent, and are made fo ne- 
cefTiry : Whereas a minifter is but the creature of 
a day; and a Houfe of Lords hath been modelled 
in many reigns, by enlarging the number, as well 
as by other obvious expedients. 

The judicious reader will foon comprehend how 
eafily the legiflature, at that time, could have pro¬ 
vided againff the power and influence of a court, 
or miniftry, in future eie&ions, without the leaft 
injury to the fucceflion, and even without the mo¬ 
dern invention of perpetuating themfelves; which, 
however, I muff needs grant to be one of the moft 
effectual, vigorous, and refolute proceedings that I 
have yet met with in reading or information. For 
the long parliament under King Charles I. although 
it ihould be allowed of good authority, will hardly 
amount to an example. 

I muff again urge and repeat, that thofe who 
charge the Earl of Oxford, and the reft of that 
miniftry, with a defign of altering the fucceflion 
of the crown in favour of the Pretender, will, per¬ 
haps, 
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Laps, be at Tome difficulty to fix the time when 
that defign was in agitation : For, if fuch an at¬ 
tempt had begun with their power, it is not eafy 
to affign a reafon why it did not fucceed ; becauie 
there were certain periods when her Majefty and 
her fervants were extremely popular, and the houfie 
of Hanover not altogether fo much, upon account 
of lome behaviour and management in one or two of 
their minifiers here, and lome other circumftances 
that may better be pafftd over in filence: Ail which, 
however, had no other confequence than that of 
repeated meflagcs of kindnefs, and affurance to the 
Eleftor. During the lafi: two years of the Queen’s 
life, her health was in fuch a condition, that it was 
wondered how fhe could hold out fo long: And 
then, as I have already obferved, it was too late 
and hazardous to engage in an enterprize which 
required fo much time, and which the minifiers 
themfelves had rendered impracticable by the whole 
courfe of their former proceedings, as well as by 
the continuance and heightening of thole dillen- 
iions which had early rifen among them. 

The party now in power will ealily agree, that 
this defign of overthrowing the fuccefiion could 
not be owing to any principle of confidence in thole 
whom they accufe; for they knew very well, by 
their own experience and oblervation, that fuch 
kind of fcruples have given but finall difturbance 
of late years in thefe kingdoms. Since interefi is 
therefore the only teft by which we are to judge the 
intentions of thole who manage public affairs, it 
would have been but reafonable to have fiiewn how 
the interefi of the Queen’s minifiers could be ad¬ 
vanced by introducing the Pretender, before they 
were charged with fuch an intention. Her Majefty 
was feveral years younger than her intended fuccef- 
for, and, at the beginning of that miniftry, had no 
diforders except the gout, which is not ufually rec¬ 
koned a fhonner of lite ; and thole in chief truft 
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were, generally fpcaking, older than their Midre/s: 
So that no per ions had ever a fairer profpetd of 
running on the natural life of an Engli/h minidry; 
conlidering, likewife, the general vogue of the 
kingdom, at that time, in their favour. And it 
will be hard to find an indance in hidory of a fet 
of men, in full podtffion of power, fo fanguine as 
to form an enterprize of overthrowing the govern¬ 
ment, without the vifible profpedt of a general de¬ 
fection, which (then at lead) was not to be hoped 
for. Neither do I believe it was ever heard of, that 
a miniftry in fuch circumdances durft engage in fo 
dangerous an attempt, without the direct commands 
of their Sovereign. And as to the per Tons then in 
fervice, if they may be allowed to have common 
fenfe, they would much fooner have furrendered 
their employments, than hazard the lols of their 
heads at fo great odds, before they had tried or 
changed the difpolition of the parliament ; which 
is an accujhtio?:, that, I think, none of their libel¬ 
lers have charged upon them, at lead till towards 
the end of their minidry; and then very abfurdly, 
becaufe the want of time, and other circumdances, 
rendered fuch a work impoffible, for leveral reafons 
which I have already related. 

And whoever conliders the late Queen, fo little 
enterpri/ing in her nature, fo much given to delay, 
and at the lame time fo obdinate in her opinions, 
(as rcjlinejs is commonly attended with downefs), 
fo great a purfuer of peace and quiet, and fo ex¬ 
empt from the two powerful pafllons of love and 
hatred ; will hardly think fhe had a fpirit turned 
for fuch an undertaking ; if we add to thi>, the 
contempt fhe often exprefled for the perfon and 
concerns of the Chevalier, her brother, of which I 
have already faid enough to be underftood. 

It hath been objected againd the late Queen and 
her fervants, as a mark of no favourable difpolition 
towards the Houfe of Hanover, that the Electoral 
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* nnce was not invited to refide in England t And, 
at the fame time, it ought to be obferved, that this 
objection was railed and fpread by the leaders of 
that party, who firft oppoied the counfel of invit: 
ing him, offering, among other arguments againft 
it, the example of Queen Elizabeth, who would 
not fo much as fuller her fucceffor to be declared, 
exprefling herfelf, that Ihe would not live with her 
grave-ftone always in her fight; although the cafe 
be by no means parallel between the two Queens. 

I or, in her late Adajeffy s reign, the crown was 
as firmly fettled on the Hanover family as the legif- 
lature could do it : And the queltion was only, 
whether the preemptive heir, of diftant kindred, 
lhould keep his court in the fame kingdom and me¬ 
tropolis with the Sovereign, while the nation was 
torn between different parties, to be at the head of 
that fadlion, which her Majefty and the body of her 
people utterly difapproved : And, therefore, the 
leaders on both fides, when they were in power, did 
pofitively determine this queftion in the negative. 
And, if we may be allowed to judge by events, the 
reafons were cogent enough ; fince differences may 
happen to arile between two princes the moft near- 
iy allied in blood ; although it be true indeed, that, 
where the duty to a parent is added to the allegiance 
of a iubject, the confequence of family-diffentions 
may not always be confiderable. 

For my own part, I freely told my opinion to the 
minitters ; and did afterwards offer many reafons 
for it in a diicourfe intended for the public, (but 
flopped by the Queen’s death) that the young grand- 
fon (whole name I cannot remember) lhould be in¬ 
vited over to be educated in England ; by which, I 
conceived, the Queen might be fecured from the 
influence of cabals and factions ; the zealots, who 
affected to believe the iucceilion in danger, could 
have no pretences to complain ; and the nation 
mighc one day hope to be governed by a prince of 
Vol, XII, M Englilh 
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Fnglifli manners and language, as well as acquaint¬ 
ed with the true conftitution of church and date. 
And tilts was the judgement of thofe at the helm 
before I offered it: Neither were they or their Mi- 
itrefs to be blamed, that fuch a refolution was not 
purfued. Perhaps, from what hath ilnce happen¬ 
ed, the reader will be able to fatisfv himfelf. 

1 have now laid all I could think convenient 
(confidering the time wherein 1 am writing) upon 
thofe two points, which I propofed to dilcouiTe on; 
wherein I have dealt with the urmod impartiality, 
and, I think, upon the faired fuppolition, which is 
that of allowing men to a£t upon the motives of their 
lnterefts or their paffions: For lam not fo weak as to 
think one miniltry more virtuous than another,unlefs 
by chance, or by extraordinary prudence and virtue 
of the Prince; which lad, taking mankind in the 
lump r and adding the great counterbalance of roy¬ 
al education, is a very rare accident ; and, where 
it happens, is even then of little ufe, when factions 
are violent. But it fo falls our, that* among con¬ 
tending parties in England, the general intered of 
church and date is more the private intered of one 
iide than the other; fo that, whoever profeffeth 
to act upon a principle of obferving the laws of his 
country, may have a fafe rule to follow, by difeo- 
vering whofe particular advantage it chiefly is, that 
the conditution fhould be preferved entire in all its 
parts. For there cannot, properly fpeaking, be a- 
bove two parties in fuch a government as ours; and 
one fide will find themfelves obliged Co take in all 
the fubaltern denominations of thofe who diflike 
the prefent edablifhment, in order to make them¬ 
felves a balance againd the other; and fuch a party 
compofed of mixed bodies, although they differ 
widely in the feveral fundamentals of religion and 
government, and all of them from the true public 
interell ; yet, whenever their leaders are taken into 
power, under an ignorant, unaccive, or ill defining 
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Prince, will probably, by the affiftance of time or 
force, become the majority, unlefs they be prevent¬ 
ed by a fteadinefs, which there is little reafon to 
hope, or by fome revolution, which there is much 
more reafon to fear. For abufes in adminiftration 
may laft much longer than politicians feem to be a- 
ware of; efpecially where fome bold fteps are made 
to corrupt the very fountain of power and legifla- 
ture : In which cafe, as may happen in fome ftates, 
the whole body of the people are drawn in by their 
own fuppofed confent, to be their own enflavers ; 
and w’here will they find a thread to wind them- 
feivxs out of this labyrinth ? Or, will they not ra¬ 
ther wifh to be governed by arbitrary power, after 
the manner of oilier nations ? For whoever confi- 
ders the courle of the Roman empire after Cxfar’s 
ufurpation, the long continuance of the Turkifli 
government, or the deftruiftion of the Gothic ba¬ 
lance in moll kingdoms of Europe, will eafily fee how 
conrroulable that maxim is, that res nolunt diu made 
adminiftrari : Becaufe, as corruptions are more na¬ 
tural to mankind than perfections, fo they are more 
.likely to have a longer continuance. For the vices 
of men, conlldered as individuals, are exactly the 
fame when they are molded into bodies; nor other- 
wife to be withheld in their effects, than by good 
fundamental laws ; in which, when any great 
breaches are made, the confequence will be the 
fame as in the life of a particular man, whofe vices 
are fcldom known to end but with himfelf. 
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THE 


ADDRESS 


O F T H E 

HOUSE of LORDS to the QUEEN. 

Drawn up by Dr. Swift, at the command of 
the Lord Treasurer, and delivered by the 
Duke of Grafton.] 

W E your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fub- 
jt<Sts, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in 
parliament afleinbled, do, with the greateft joy and 
fatista&ion, return our humble thanks to your 
Majefty for your moft gracious fpeech from the 
throne, and for communicating to this Houfe that 
peace is agreed on, fo honourable to your Majefty, 
and fafe and advantageous to your kingdoms ; by 
which we hope, with the blefling of God, that your 
people will, in a few years, recover themfdves, 
after fo long and expenfive a war. We likewife 
beg leave to congratulate with your Majefty upon 
the fuccefs of your endeavours for a general peace ; 
whereby the tranquillity and welfare of Europe will 
be owing (next to the Divine Providence) to your 
Majcfty’s wifdom and goodnefs. We never had the 
leaft doubt but that your Majefty, w ho is the greateft 
ornament and protestor of the Proteftant religion, 
would do every thing for fecuring the Proteftant 
fucccffion : toward, which nothing can be more 
neceffary than the perfeft harmony there is between 
your Majefty and the Houfe of Hanover. And we 

do 












93 


An Anecdote relative to, cbr. 

do humbly allure your Majefty, that, as you are 
plealed to exprefs your dependence (next under 
God) upon the duty and afte&ion of your people ; 
we think ourfelves bound, by the greateft ties of 
religion, loyalty, and gratitude, to make all re¬ 
turns that can be due, from the moft obedient fub- 
je£ts, to the moft indulgent Sovereign. 

* * * i * * * ** i **** f * ** * * * * * * *❖ *• * * * * * * * f 

A N 

ANECDOTE 

RELATIVE TO THE 

PEACE of UTRRECHT. 

QNE Dr. Helvetius was fent from Paris, by 
^ Torcv to Devenwordt at the Hague, with the 
firft propolals for a peace feparate with Holland ; a 
year after which the preliminaries, at Gertruden- 
berg, were tranfa&ed by the Mar. D’Uxelles and 
Poiignac, and afterwards Menager was privately 
difpatched to the fame effect. 

My Lord Strafford had the firft intimation of 
thefe feparate tranfaclions of France and Holland, 
from the Duke of Marlborough, (as a thing a good 
while before in agitation) and afterwards from De¬ 
venwordt himfelf, who told him that he fent to 
Paris for Dr. Helvetius to cure him of a rheuma- 
tifm, which opportunity Torcy took to negotiate by 
him. 

Helvetius fince confirmed the fame ftory to my 
Lord Strafford, in the year 1720. 
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O V 

Dr. SWIFT’s Memorial to the QU EEN, 
April 15. 1714. 

T HE change of minidry about four years ago. 

the fall of the Duke of Marlborough, and the 
proceedings fince, in relation to the peace and trea¬ 
ties, are all capable of being very malicioufly re- 
prefented to poderity, if they lliould fall under the 
pen of fome writer of the oppofue party, as they 
probably may. 

Upon thefe reafons, it is necefftry, for the ho¬ 
nour of the Queen, and in juftice to her fervants, 
that fome able hand fhould be immediately em¬ 
ployed to write the hi dory of her Majeftv’s reign ; 
that the truth of things may be transmitted to fu¬ 
ture ages, and bear down the fallehood of malici¬ 
ous pens. 

The Dean of St. Patrick’s is ready to undertake 
this, humbly defiring her Majefty will pieafe to 
appoint him her hiftoriographer, not from any 
view of the profit, (which is io inconfiderable that 
it will hardly ferve to pay the expence of fearching 
offices) but from an earned defire to ferve his 
Queen and country ; for which that employment 
will qualify him, by an opportunity of accefs to 
thofe places where papers and records are kept, 
which will be neccflary to any who uudertake fuch 
an hiftory. 
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SOME CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON THE 

Consequences Hoped and Feared 

FROM THE 

DEATH of the Q_U E E N. 

: 

Aug. y. 1714. 


TN order to fet in a clear light what I have to fay 
• upon this fubjeft, it will be convenient to exa* 
mine the ftate of the nation, with reference to the 
two contending parties ; this cannot well be done 
without fome little retrofpedtion into the five laft 
years of her late Majefty’s reign. 

I have it from unqueftionabie authority, that 
the Duchefs of Marlborough’s favour began to de¬ 
cline very foon after the Queen’s accellion to the 
throne, and that the Earl of Godolphin’s held not 
much above two years longer; although her Ma- 
jefty (no ill concealer of her affections) did not 
think fit to deprive them of their power until a 
long time after. 

The Duke of Marlborough and the Earl of Go- 
dolphin having fallen early into the interefts of the 
lower party, for certain reafons not feafonable 
here to be mentioned, (but which may deferve a 
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place in the hiftory of that reign) they made large 
Reps that way upon the death of the Prince of Den¬ 
mark, taking in feveral among the warmeft lead¬ 
ers of that fide, into the chief employments of the 
Rate. Mr. Harley, then Secretary of Rate, who 
who difliked their proceedings, and had very near 
overthrown their whole fcheme, was removed with 
the utmoR indignation, and, about the fame time. 
Sir Simon Harcourt and Mr. St. John, with fome 
others, voluntarily gave up their employments. 

But the Queen, who had then a great eReem for 
the perfon and abilities of iVJr. Harley (and in pro¬ 
portion of the other two, although at that time 
not equally known to her), was deprived of his 
fervice with fome regret, and upon that and other 
motives well known at court, began to think her- 
felf hardly ufed, and feveral ftories ran about, 
whether true or falfe, that her MajeRy was not al¬ 
ways treated with that duty flie might expedh 
Mean time the church party were loud in their 
complaints, furmifing, from the virulence of feve¬ 
ral pamphlets ; from certain bills projected to be 
brought into parliament ; from endeavours to re¬ 
peal the facramentai teR ; from the avowed prin¬ 
ciples, and free fpeeches of fome perfons in 
power, and other jealoufies needlefs to repeat, 
that ill defigns were forming againR the religion 
•Rabliflied. 

Thefe fears were all confirmed by the trial of 
Dr. Sacheverel, which drew the populace, as one 
man, into the party againR the miniRry and par¬ 
liament. 

The miniRry were very fufpicious, that the 
Queen had Rill a referve of favour to Mr. Harley, 
which appeared by a pafiage that happened fome 
days after his removal; for the Earl of Godolphin’s 
coach and his happening to meet near Kenfington, 
the Earl, a few hours after, reproached the Queen, 
that Ihe privately admitted Mf. Harley, and was 
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not without fome difficulty undeceived by her Ma- 
jeftv s alleverations to the contrary. 

Soon after the Doctor’s trial, this gentleman, 
by the Queen s command, and the intervention of 
Mrs. Maiham, was brought up the back-ftairs • 
and that Princefs, lpirited by the addreffes from all 
parts, which ffiewed the inclinations of her fub- 
je&s to be very averfe from the proceedings in 
court and parliament, was refolved to break the 
united power of the Marlborough and Godolphin 
families, and to begin this work by taking the dii- 
pofal of employments into her own hands : For 
which an opportunity happened by the death of the 
Earl of Eflex, lieutenant of the tower, whofe em¬ 
ployment was given to the Earl Rivers, to the great 
difeontent of the Duke of Marlborough, who intend- 
ed it for the Duke of Northumberland, then colonel 
of the Oxford regiment, to which the Earl of 
Hartford was to fucceed. Some time after, the 
Chamberlain’s ftaff was difpoled of to the Duke of 
Shrewlbury, in the ablence, and without the privi¬ 
ty of the Earl of Godolphin. The Earl of bunder- 
land s removal followed, and laftly that of the High 
Frealurer himfelf, whofe office was put into com- 
miffion, whereof Mr. Harley (made at the fame 
time Chancellor of the Exchequer) was one. I need 
fay nothing of other removals, which are well c- 
nough known and remembered : Let it fuffice, 
that, in eight or nine months time, the whole face 
of the court was altered, and very few friends of 
the former miniftry left in any great Nations there. 

1 have good reafons to be allured, that when the 
Queen began this change, fhe had no intentions 
to carry it lo far as the church party expedled, and 
have iince been fo impatient to lee. For, although 
ilie were a true proMlor of the religion eftabliihed, 
yet the fir ft motives to this alteration did not arife 
from any dangers ilie apprehended to that or the 
government ; but from a delire to get out of the 
\ ol. XII. N dominion 
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dominion of fome, who, fhe thought, had kept her 
too much and too long in pupilage. She was in 
her own nature extremely dilatory and timorous ; 
yet, upon fome occafions, pofitive to a great de¬ 
gree. And when fhe had got rid of thofe, who 
had, as {he thought, given her the mod uneaiinefs, 
fhe was inclined to flop, and entertain a fancy of 
atting upon a moderating fcheme, from whence it 
was very difficult to remove her. At the fame time 
I mull confefs my belief, that this imagination was 
put into her head, and made ufe of as an encou¬ 
ragement to begin that work, after which her ad- 
vifers might think it eafier to prevail with her to go 
as far as they thought fit. That thefe were her 
Majedy’s difpofitions in that conjuncture, may be 
confirmed by many indances. In the very height 
of the change, fhe appeared very loth to part 
with two great officers of date of the other party ; 
and fome, whofe abfence the new miniders mod 
earnedly wiffied, held in for above two years af¬ 
ter. 

Mr. Harley, who acted as fird minider before 
he had the daff, as he was a lover of gentle mea- 
fures, and inclined to procradination, fo he could 
not, with any decency, prcfs the Queen too much 
againd her nature ; becaufe it would be like run¬ 
ning upon the rock where his predecefiors had fplit. 
But, violent humours running both in the king¬ 
dom and the new parliament, againd the principles 
and perfons of the low church party, gave this 
minider a very difficult part to play The warm 
members in both houfes, efpecially among the 
commons, prefTed for a thorough change, and fo 
did almod all the Queen’s new fervants, efpecially 
after Mr. Harley was made an Earl and High Trea- 
furer, He could not in good policy own his want 
of power, nor lling the blame upon his mill refs. 
And, as too much fecrefy was one of his faults, 
he would often, upon thefe occafions, keep his 
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neareft friends in the dark. The truth is, he had 
likewife other views, which were better fuited to 
the maxims of ftate in general, than to that iitua- 
tion of affairs. By leaving many employments in 
the hands of the difcontcnted party, he fell in with 
the Queen's humour, he hoped to acquire the re¬ 
putation of lenity, and kept a great number of ex¬ 
pectants in order, who had liberty to hope, while 
any thing remained undifpofed of. He feemed al¬ 
io to think, as other minifters have done, that 
lince factions are neceffary in fuch a government 
as ours, it would be prudent not altogether to lay 
the prefent one proftrate, left another more plau- 
fible, and therefore not fo ealy to grapple with, 
might arife in its head. 

However, it is certain that a great part of the 
load he bore was unjuftly laid on him, He had 
no favourites among the Whig-party, whom he 
kept in upon the fcore of old friendfhip or acquain¬ 
tance ; and he was a greater objeCt of their hatred 
than all the reft of the miniftry together. 
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SERMON 


UPON THE 

MARTYRDOM of King CHARLES I. 

Preached at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, Jan. 30, 1725-6, 
being Sunday. 

** ******* *************************** 
Genesis xlix. 5, 6, 7. 

Simeon and Levi are brethren ; injlruments of cru - 
elty are in their habitations . 

0 wiy foul , come not thou into their fecret , wz/0 their 
affembly , mi :e honour y be not thou united , /or iw their 
anger they flew a man, and in their fe If -will they 
digged down a wall . 

Cur fed be their anger , ybr xV ziyzj their 

wrath , yir -mai cruel. I will divide them in Jacob, 

andfcatter them in Ifrael. 

T Know very well, that the church hath been of¬ 
ten ceniured for keeping holy this day of hu¬ 
miliation, in memory of that excellent King and 
blefied martyr Charles I. who rather chofe to die 
on a icattold than betray the religion and liberties 
of his people, wherewith God and the laws had 
entrulted him. But, at the fame time, it is mani- 
feft, that thofe who make fuch cenfures arc either 
people without any religion at all, or who derive 
their principles, and perhaps their birth, from the 

abettors 
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abettors of thofe who contrived the murder of that 
prince, and have not (hewn the world that their 
opinions are changed. It is alledged that the ob¬ 
servation of this day hath ferved to continue and 
increafe the animoflty and enmity among our coun¬ 
trymen, and to difunite Proteftants; that a law 
was made upon the Reftoration of the Martyr’s 
fon, for a general pardon and oblivion, forbidding 
all reproaches upon that occalion ; and, fince none 
are now alive who were actors or inftruments in 
that tragedy, it is thought hard and uncharitable to 
up the memory of it for all generations. Now, 
becaufe I conceive mod of you to be ignorant in 
many particulars concerning that horrid murder, 
and the rebellion which preceded it; I will, 

Flrft , relate to you lo much of the ftory as may 
be lufficient for your information : 

Secondly , I will tell you the confequences which 
this bloody deed had upon thefe kingdoms : 

And, lajlly, I will fhew you to what good ufes 
this folemn day of humiliation may be applied. 

As to the firjl , In the reign of this Prince, 
Charles the Martyr, the power and prerogative of 
the King were much greater than they are in our 
times, and fo had been for at lea ft 700 years be¬ 
fore : And the befb Princes we ever had, carried 
their power much farther than the blelTed Martyr 
offered to do in the mod blameable part of his 
reign. But, the lands of the crown having been 
prodigally be flowed to favourites, in the preceding 
reigns, the fucceeding Kings could not fupport 
themfeives without taxes raifed by parliament; 
which put them under a recefiity of frequently 
calling thofe ailcmblies: And, the crown-lands be- 
ing gotten into the hands of the nobility and gen¬ 
try, befide the pofleffions of which the church had 
been robbed by Henry VIII.; power, which always 
follows property, grew to lean to the fide of the 

people. 







102 


A SERMON upon the 

people, by whom, even the juft rights of the 
crown were often difputed. 

13 ut further: Upon the cruel perfecution raifed 
againft the Proteftants, under Queen Mary, among 
great numbers who fled the kingdom to feek for 
Ihelter, feveral went and refided at Geneva, which 
is a commonwealth governed without a King, and 
where the religion, contrived by Calvin, is without 
the order of bifhops. When the Proteftant faith 
was reftored by Queen Elizabeth, thofe who fled 
to Geneva returned among the reft home to Eng¬ 
land, and were grown fo fond of the government 
and religion of the place they had left, that they 
ufed all poflible endeavours to introduce both into 
their own country ; at the fame time continually 
preaching and railing againft ceremonies and dii- 
tineft habits of the clergy, taxing whatever they 
difliked, as a remnant of popery, and continued 
extremely troublefome to the church and ftate, un¬ 
der that great Queen, as well as her fucceffor 
King James I. Thefe people called themfelvea 
Puritans , as pretending to a purer faith than thofe 
of the church eftablifhed. And thefe were the 
founders of our diflenters. They did not think it 
fuflicient to leave all the errors of popery, but 
threw off many laudable and edifying inftitutions 
of the Primitive Church, and, at Lift, even the go¬ 
vernment of billiops; which, having been ordain¬ 
ed by the apoftles themfelves, had continued with¬ 
out interruption, in all Chriftian churches, for a- 
bove 1500 years. And all this they did, not be- 
caufe thofe things were evil, but becaufe they were 
kept by the Papifts. From thence they proceeded, 
by degrees, to quarrel with the kingly government; 
becaufe, as I have already faid, the city of Geneva, 
to which their fathers had flown for refuge, was a 
commonwealth, or government of the people. 

Thefe Puritans, about the middle of the Mar¬ 
tyr’s reign, were grown to be a coniiderable faction 
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in the kingdom, and in the Lower Houfe of Par¬ 
liament. They filled the public with the moil falfe 
and bitter libels again ft the bilhops and clergy, 
accufing chiefly the very beft among them "of 
Popery ; and, at the fame time, the Houfe of 
Commons grew fo infolent and uneafy to the King, 
that they refuled to furnifh hkn with neceflary flip- 
plies for the fupport of his fariuly, unlefs'upon 
fuih conditions as he could not lubmit^o without 
forfeiting his conlcience and honour* and even his 
coronation-oath. And, in fuch an extremity, he 
was forced upon a praftice, no way juftifiable, of 
railing money; for which, however, he had the 
opinion of the judges on his fide : For, wicked 
judges there were in thofe times as well as in ours. 
Fheie were likewife many complaints, and fome- 
times jufrly, made againft the proceedings of a cer¬ 
tain coui r, called the Star-chamber , a judicature of 
great antiquity, but had fuflered fome corruptions, 
lor which, however, the King was no way anfwer- 
able. I cannot recollect any more fubjcfts of com¬ 
plaint with the leafi: ground of reafon, nor is it 
needful to recollect them, becaufe this gracious 
King did, upon the firft application, redrefs all 
grievances by an act of parliament, and put it out 
of his power to do any hardfhips for the future, 
Lut that wicked faction in the Houfe of Commons, 
not content with all thofe marks of his juftice and 
condefcenfion, urged ft ill for more; and, joining 
with a factious parry from Scotland, who had the 
fame fancies in religion, forced him to pals an aft 
for curting off the head of his belt and chief minif- 
ter; and, at the fame time, compelled him, by tu¬ 
mults, and threatening? of a packt rabble, poifon- 
ed with the fime doftrines, to pafs another law, 
by which it fhoul.l not be in his power to diflblve 
that parliament without their own confent. Thus, 
by rhe greatefi: wcaknefs and infatuation that ever 
polTfled any man’s fpirit, this Prince did in effect 

fign 
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fign his own deftrudtion. For the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, having the reigns in their own hands, drove 
on furioufly ; fent him every day fome unreafon- 
able demand, and, when he refufed to grant it, 
made ufe of their own power, and declared, that 
an ordinance of both Houfes, without the King’s 
confent, fhouJd be obeyed as a law, contrary to 
all reafon and equity, as well as to the fundamental 
conftitution of the kingdom. 

About this time the rebellion in Ireland broke 
out, wherein his parliament refufed to affift him ; 
nor would accept his offer to come hither in per- 
fon to fubdue thofe rebels. Thefe, and a thouiand 
other barbarities, forced the King to fummon his 
loyal fubje&s to his ftandard in his own defence. 
Mean while the Engtiih parliament, inftead of 
helping the poor Proteftants here, feized on the 
very army that his Majefty was fending over for 
our relief, and turned them againft their own 
Sovereign. The rebellion in England continued 
for four or five years : At laft the King was forced 
to fly in difguife to the Scots, who fold him to the 
rebels. And thefe Puritans had the impudent 
cruelty to try his facred perfon in a mock court of 
juftice, and cut off his head ; which he might have 
laved, if he would have yielded to betray the con- 
Ititution in church and (fate. 

In this whole proceeding Simeon and Levi were 
brethren, the wicked infinuations of thofe fanati¬ 
cal preachers Airring up the cruelty of thefoldiers, 
who, by force of arms, excluded from the Houle 
every member of parliament, whom they appre¬ 
hended to bear the leall inclination towards an a- 
greemen with the King, fuffering only thofe to 
enter who thirfted chiefly for his blood; and this 
is the very account given by their own writers. 
From whence it is clear, that this Prince was, in 
all refpcdls,. a real martyr for the true religion and 
liberty of his people, That odious parliament had 
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firft turned the bifhops out of the Houfe of Lords ; 
in a few years after, they murdered their king ; then 
immediately abolifhed the whole Houfe of Lords ; 
and fo, at iaft, obtained their wifhes, of having a 
government of the people, and a new religion, 
both after the manner of Geneva, without a King* 
a bifhop, or a nobleman ; and this they blafphe- 
moufly called the kingdom of Chrift and his faints. 

This is enough for your information on the firft 
head: I lhall therefore proceed to the fecond, 
wherein I will fliew you the miferable confequences 
which that abominable rebellion and murder pro¬ 
duced in thefe nations. 

Firjl, The Irifli rebellion was wholly owing to 
that wicked Englilh parliament. For the leaders 
in the Irilh Popifh mafiacre would never have dar¬ 
ed to flir a finger, if they had not been encouraged 
by that rebellious fpirit in the Englifh Houfe of 
Commons, which they very well knew muft difa¬ 
ble the King from fending any fupplies to his Pro- 
teftant fubje£ts here ; and, therefore, we may tru¬ 
ly fay, that the Englifh parliament held the King’s 
hands, while the Irilh Papifts here were cutting 
our grandfathers throats. 

Secondly , That murderous Puritan parliament, 
when they had all in their power, could not agree 
upon any one method of fettling a form either of 
religion or civil government, but changed every 
day from fchifm to fchifm, from herefy to herefy, 
and from one faction to another. From whence 
arofe that wild confulion, ftill continuing in our 
feveral ways of ferving God, and thofe abfurd no¬ 
tions of civil power, which have fo often torn us 
with factions more than any other nation in Eu¬ 
rope. 

Tnirdly, To this rebellion and murder have been 
owing the rife and progrefs of Atheifm among us. 
For, men obferving what numberlefs villanies of 
all kinds were committed during twenty vears, un- 
Vql.XII. o # der 
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der pretence of zeal and the reformation of God’s 
church, were eafily tempted to doubt that all reli¬ 
gion was a mere impofture : And the fame (pirit of 
infidelity, fo far ipread among us at this prefent, 
is nothing but the fruit of the feeds fown by thofe 
rebellious hypocritical faints. 

Fourthly , The old virtue and loyalty, and gene¬ 
rous fpirit of the Englifh nation, were wholely 
corrupted by the power, the do&rine, and the ex¬ 
ample of thofe wicked people. Many of the an¬ 
cient nobility were killed, and their families ex¬ 
tinct, in defence of their Prince and country, or 
murdered by the mercilefs courts of juftice. 

Some of the word among them favoured, or 
complied with the reigning iniquities, and not a 
few of the new fet created, when the Martyr’s Ion 
was reftored, were fuch who had drank too deep 
of the bad principles then prevailing. 

Fifthly , The children of the murdered Prince 
were forced to fly, for the fafety of their lives, to 
foreign countries ; where one of them, at lead, I 
mean King James II. was feduced to Popery ; which 
ended in the lofs of his kingdoms, the mifery and 
defolation of this country, and a long and expen- 
live war abroad. Our deliverance was owing to 
the valour and conduct of the late King ; and, 
therefore, we ought to remember him with grati¬ 
tude, but not mingled with blafphemy or idolatry. 
It was happy that his intereds and ours were the 
fame : And God gave him greater fuccefs than our 
lins deferved. But, as a houfe thrown down by a 
dorm isfeldom rebuilt, without fome change in the 
foundation; fo it hath happened, that, Tince the 
late Revolution, men have fat much loofer in the 
true fundamentals both of religion and govern¬ 
ment, and fadtions have been more violent, treach¬ 
erous, and malicious than ever, men running na¬ 
turally from one extreme into another; and, for 
private ends, taking up thofe very opinions pro¬ 
filed 
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fefled by the leaders in that rebellion, which 
carried the bleffed Martyr to the fcaffold 

Sixthly , Another confequence of this horrid re¬ 
bellion and murder was the deftroying or defac¬ 
ing fuch vaft numbers of God’s houfe?. In their 
/elf- will, they digged dnvn a wall t If 3 Granger 
Should now travel in England, and obferve the 
chuiches in his way, he could not otherwife con¬ 
clude, than that fome vaft army of Turks or Hea¬ 
thens had been fent on purpoie to ruin and blot 
out all marks of Christianity. They fpared neither 
the ftatues of faints, or antient prelates, or kings, 
or benefactors; broke down the tombs and monu¬ 
ments of men famous in their generations, feize4 
the veflels of filver fet apart for the holieft ufe, 
tore down the moft innocent ornaments, both 
u ithin and without, made the houfes of prayer 
dens of thieves, or {tables for cattle. Thefe were 
the mildeft effects of Puritan zeal, and devotion 
for Chrift ; and this was what themfelves affeCted 
to call a thorough reformation. In this kingdom 
thole ravages were not fo eafily feen ; for the peo¬ 
ple here being too poor to raife fuch noble temples, 
the mean ones we had, were not defaced, but to¬ 
tally deftroved. 

Upon the whole, it is certain, that although 
God might have found out many other ways to 
have puni(tied a finful people, without permitting 
this rebellion and murder ; yet, as the courfe of 
the world hath run ever bnce, we need feek for no 
other caufes, of all the public evils we have hither¬ 
to .'uftered, or may luffer for the future, by the 
mifconduCl of princes, or wickednefs of the people. 

I go on now upon the third head, to {hew you 
to what good ufes this lolemn day of humiliation 
may be applied. 

Fir/l, It may be an inftru&ion to princes them¬ 
felves, to be careful in the choice of thofe who are 
their advifersio matters of law. All the judges of 
O 2 England, 
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England, except one or two. advifed the King, 
that he might legally raife money upon the fubjedts 
for building of fhips, without confent of parlia¬ 
ment ; which, as it was the greateft overfight of 
his reign, fo it proved the principal foundation of 
all his misfortunes. Princes may likewife learn 
from hence, not to facrifice a faithful fervant to 
the rage of a fadtion, nor to truft any body of men 
with a greater fhare of power than the laws of the 
land have appointed them, much lefs to depofite 
it in their hands, until they (hall pleafe to re- 
ftore it. 

Secondly , By bringing to mind the tragedy of this 
day, and the confequences that have arifen from it, 
we fhall be convinced how neceflary it is for thofe 
in power, to curb, in feafon, all fuch unruly lpirits 
as defire to introduce new dodtrines and difcipline 
in the church, or new forms of government in the 
flate. Thofe wicked Puritans began, in Queen 
Elizabeth’s time, to quarrel only with furplices and 
other habits, with the ring in matrimony, the crofs 
in baptifm, and the like ; thence they went on to 
further matters of higher importance, and, at laft, 
they mull needs have the whole government of the 
church diflolved. This great work they compafied, 
firft, by depriving the bifhops of their feats in par¬ 
liament, then they abolifhed the whole order; and, 
at laft, which was their original defign, they feized 
on all the church lands, and divided the fpoil among 
themfelves, and, like Jeroboam, made priefts of 
the very dregs of the people. This was their way 
of ierorming the church. As to the civil govern¬ 
ment, you have already heard how they modelled 
it upon the murder of their King, and difcarding 
*he nobility. Yet, clearly to fliew what a Babel 
they had built, after twelve years trial, and twenty 
feveral forts of government; the nation, grown 
weary of their tyranny, was forced to call in the 
fOD of him whom thofe reformers had facrificecL 

And 
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And thus were Simeon and Levi divided in Jacob, 
and fcattered in Ifrael. 

Thirdly , Although the fucceflors of thofe Puri¬ 
tans, I mean our prefent diflenrers, do not think 
fit to obferve this day of humiliation; yet, iince it 
would be very proper in them, upon fome occa- 
fions, to renounce in a public manner thole princi¬ 
ples upon which their predecefiors adled ; and it 
will be more prudent in them to do fo, becaufe 
thofe very Puritans, of whom ours are followers, 
found by experience, that, after they had over¬ 
turned the church and Rate, murdered their King, 
and were projecting what they called a kingdom 
of the faints, they were cheated of the power and 
pofTellions they only panted after, by an upftart 
fedt of religion that grew out of their own bowel?, 
who fubjedted them to one tyrant, while they were 
endeavouring to fet up a thoufand. 

Fourthly , Thofe who profefs to be followers of 
our church eftablifhed, and yet prefume in difcourle 
to jultify or excufe that rebellion, and murder of 
the King, ought to conlider how utterly contrary 
all fuch opinions are to the docfrine of Chrift and 
his apofiles, as well as to the articles of our church, 
and to the preaching and practice of its true pro- 
feflbrs for above an hundred years. Of late times, 
indeed, and I fpeak it with grief of heart, we have 
heard even fermons of a ftrange nature ; although 
reafon would make one think it a very unaccount¬ 
able way of procuring favour under a monarchy, 
by palliating and lefiening the guilt of thofe who 
rnurdered the bcft of Kings in cold blood, and, for 
a time, deftroycd the very monarchy itlelf. Pray 
God we may never more hear fuch doCtrine from 
the pulpit, nor have it fcattered about in print, to 
poilon the people. 

Fifthly , Some general knowledge of this horrid 
rebellion and murder, with the confequences they 
had upon thefe nations, may be a warning to our 

people 
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people not to believe a lie, and to miftrufl: thofe 
deluding fpirits, who, under pretence of a purer 
and more reformed religion, would lead them from 
their duty to God and the laws Politicians mav 
fay what they pleafe, but it is no hard thing at all 
for rhe meandt perfon, who hath common under- 
{landing, to know whether he be well or ill govern* 
ed. If he be freely allowed to follow his trade 
and calling; if he be fecurc in his pioperty, and 
hath the benefit of the law to defend himlelf againft 
injullice and oppreflion : If his religion be diffe- 
reni from that of his country, and the government 
think fit to tolerate it, (which he may be very fe- 
cure of, let it be what it will;) he ought to be ful¬ 
ly fatisfied, and give no offence, by writing or dif- 
courfe, to the worfhip efiabiifhed, as the diflenting 
preachers are too apt to do. But if he hath any 
new vifions of his own, it is his duty to be quiet 
and poflefs them in filence. without diflurbing the 
community by a furious zeal for making profelytes. 
This was the fohy and madnefs of thole ancient 
Puritan fanatics : I hey muff needs overturn hea¬ 
ven and earth, violate all the laws of God and man, 
make their country a field of blood, to propagate 
whatever wild or wicked opinions came into their 
heads, declaring all their abfurdities and blafphe- 
mies to proceed from the Holy Ghoft. 

To conclude this head : In anfwer to that objec¬ 
tion of keeping up animofity and hatred between 
Proteftants, by the obfervation of this day ; if there 
be any fed, or fort of people among us, who pro¬ 
ofs the fame principles in religion and government 
which thole Puritan rebels put in pra&ice ; I think 
it is the intereft of all thofe who love the church 
and King, to keep up as ftrong a party againfl: them 
as poflible, until they fliall, in a body, renounce 
all thofe wicked opinions upon which their prede- 
ccfTors a died, to the difgrace of Chriftianity, and 
the perpetual iafamy of the Englilh nation. 


When 
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When we arc ufc the Paplfb of the horrid doc* 
trine, that no faith ought to he kept with Heretics, 
they deny it to a man ; and yet we juftly think it 
dangerous to trull them, bccaufc we know their 
nations liavc been fomcrim< s luitablc to that opinion! 
Ihit ihc followers of thole who beheaded the Mar¬ 
tyr, have not yet renounced their principles ; and, 
till they do, they may be jtiltly fulpu*ted : Neither 
will the bare name of Protdiants lit them right. 
I 4 or, lurcly, Chrilt requires more from u<: than a 
profeflion of hating Popery, whieh a Turk or an 
Atheilt may do as well ao a Proteftant. 

II an cnllaved people Ihoold recover their liberty 
from a tyrannical power of any fort, who could 
blame them for commemorating their deliverance 
by a day of joy and thaukfgiving > And doth not 
tlic deftruftion of a church, a I ing, and three 
kingdoms, by the artifices, hypocrify/ and ciuelty 
of a wicked race oi I oldie rs and preachers, and o- 
thcr fons of Belial, equally require a folcmn time 
of humiliation ? efpccially fince the conft quern.nt of 
that bloody Irene Hill continue, as 1 iiavc already 
ihewn, in their effefts upon us. 

Thus I have done with the three heads I propo¬ 
sed to difeourfe on. But, before I conclude, I mull 
give a caution to thofc who lie r me, that they may 
not think 1 am pleading for abfolute unlimited 
power in any one man. It is true all power is 
Scorn God, and as the apofile fays The powers that 
he are ordained of God ; but this is in the lame Jcnlc, 
that all we have is from God, our food and rai¬ 
ment, and whatever pofliffion we hold by lawful 
means. Nothing can be meant in thofc, or any 
other words of Scripture, to jollify tyrannical 
power, or the favage cruelties of thofc Heathen 
emperors who lived in the time of the Apoftlcs : 
And fo St, Paul concludes, The powers that he arc 
ordained of (>od : For what ? Why, for the pnni/h- 
metit oj evil doers , and the praife, the reward, of 
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them that do zvell. There is no more inward value 
in the greated Emperor, than in the meaned of his 
i'ubje&s: His body is compofed of the fame fub- 
ftance, the fame parts, and with the fame or great¬ 
er infirmities : His education is generally worfe, by 
flattery, and idlenefs, and luxury, and thofe evil 
difpofuions that eafly power is apt to give. It is 
therefore againd common fenfe, that his private 
perfonal intereft, or pleafure, iliould be put in the 
balance with the fafety of millions, every one of 
which is his equal by nature, equal in the fight of 
God, equally capable of falvation ; and it is for 
their fakes, not his own, that he is intruded with 
the government over them. He hath as high truft 
as can fafely be repofed in one man, and if he dis¬ 
charge it as he ought, he deferves all the honour 
and duty that a mortal may be allowed to receive. 
His perfonal failings we have nothing to do with, 
and errors in government are to be imputed to his 
minifters in the date. To what height thofe er¬ 
rors may be differed to proceed, is not the bufinefs 
of this day, or this place, or of my function, to 
determine. When oppreffions grow too great and 
univerfal to be borne, nature or neceflity may find 
a remedy. But, if a private perlon reaionabiy ex¬ 
pends pardon upon his amendment, for all faults 
that are not capital, it would be an hard condition 
indeed, not to give the fame allowance to a Prince; 
who mud fee with other mens eyes, and hear with 
with other mens ears, which are often wilfully blind 
and deaf. Such was the condition of the Martyr, 
and is fo, in fome degree, of all other princes. Yet, 
this we may judly fay in defence of the common 
people in all civilized nations, that it mud be a very 
bad government indeed, where the body of the fub- 
jedls will not rather chufe to live in peace and obe¬ 
dience, than take up arms on pretence of faults in 
the adminifiration, unlefs where the vulgar are de¬ 
luded by falfe preachers to grow fond of new vi¬ 
sions 
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ilons and fancies in religion, which, managed by 
dextrous men, for finifter ends of malice, envy, or 
ambition, have often made whole nations run mad. 
This was exactly the cafe in the whole progrefs of 
that great rebellion, and the murder of King 
Charles I.; but the late Revolution under the Prince 
of Orange was occalioned by a proceeding directly 
contrary, the oppreftion and injuftice there begin¬ 
ning from the throne. For that unhappy Prince, 
King James II. did not only invade our laws and 
liberties, but would have forced a falfe religion upon 
his fubjecls, for which he was defervedly rejected, 
fince there could be no other remedy found, or at 
leaft agreed on. But, under the blefled Martyr, 
the deluded people would have forced many falfe 
religions, not only on their fellow*fubjects, but even 
upon their Sovereign himfelf, and at the fame time 
invaded all his undoubted rights; and, becaufe he 
would not comply, raifed a horrid rebellion, where¬ 
in, by the^ permiffion of God, they prevailed, and 
put their Sovereign to death, like a common crimi¬ 
nal, in the face of the world. 

. Therefore, thofe who feem to think they cannot 
otherwifejuftify the late Revolution, and the change 
of the fucceffion, than by leflening the guilt of the 
Puritans, do certainly put the greateft afrront ima¬ 
ginable upon the prefent powers, by fuppofing any 
relation, or refemblance, between that rebellion 
and the late Revolution; and, confequently, that 
the piefent ellablifhment is to be defended bv the 
fame arguments which thofe ufurpers made ufe of, 
who, to obtain their tyranny, trampled under foot 
all the laws both of God and man. 

One great defign of my difeourfe was, to give 
you warning againft running into either extreme of 
two bad opinions with relation to obedience. As 
kings are called gods upon earth, fo fome would 
allow them an equal power with God over all laws 
and ordinances ; and that the liberty, and propc*-- 
VOL. XII. P 1 Yr 
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ty, and life, and religion, of the fubject, depended 
wholly upon the breath of the prince ; which, how¬ 
ever, I hope, was never meant by thofe who plead¬ 
ed for pafiive obedience. And this opinion hath 
not been confined to that party which was firft 
charged with it, but hath fometimes gone over to 
the other, to ferve many an evil turn of interefl or 
ambition, who have been as ready to enlarge prero¬ 
gative, where they could find their own account, as 
the higheft maintainers of it. 

On the other fide, fome look upon kings as an- 
fwerable for every miftake or omiflion in govern¬ 
ment, and bound to comply with the moft unrea- 
fonable demands of an unquiet faction, which was 
the cafe of thofe who perfecuted the bleffed Martyr 
of this day from his throne to the fcaffold. 

Between thefe two extremes it is eafy, from what 
hath been faid, to chufe a middle; to be good and 
loyal fubjedts, yet, according to your power, faith¬ 
ful afierters of your religion and liberties. To avoid 
all broachers and preachers of new-fangled doctrines 
in the church; to be ftridt obfervers of the laws, 
which cannot be juftly taken from you without your 
own confent. In fhort, to obey God and the King> 
and meddle not with thofe \vho are given to change . 

Which that you may all do, &c. 
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ACCOUNT 


OF T FI E 


COURT and EMPIRE of JAPAN. 


Written in mdccxxviii. 

EGOGE was the thirty-fourth Emperor of Ja- 



pan, and began his reign in the year 341 of the 
Chriftian cera, fucceeding to Nena, a princefs who 
governed with great felicity. 

There had been a revolution in that empire a- 
bout twenty-fix years before, which made fome 
breaches in the hereditary line ; and Regoge, fuc- 
ceffor to Nena, although of the royal family, was a 
diftant relation. 

There were two violent parties in the empire, 
which began in the time of the revolution above 
mentioned *, and, at the death of the hmprefs Nena, 
were in the highefi degree of animofity, each char¬ 
ging the other with a defign of introducing new 
gods, and changing the civil conftitution. The 
names of thefe two parties were Hufiges and Yortes. 
The latter were thofe whom Nena, the late Em- 
prefs, moft favoured towards the end of her reign, 
and by whofe advice fhe governed. 

The Hufige faction, enraged at their lofs of 
power, made private applications to R.egoge during 
the life of the Emprefs ; which prevailed fo far, 
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thAt, upon her death, the new Emperor wholly 
di(graced the \ortes, and employed only the Hu- 
hges in all his affairs. The Japanefe author highly 
blames his Imperial Majeffy’s proceeding in this 
affair ; becaufe, it was allowed an all hands, that 
he had then a happy opportunity of recon¬ 
ciling parties for ever by a moderating fcheme. 
But he, on the contrary, began his reign by openly 
dilgracing the principal and moft popular Yortes, 
iome of which had been chiefly inffrumental in 
railing him to the throne. By this miftaken ftep he 
occaiioned a rebellion ; which, although it were 
loon quelled by lome very furpriffng turns of for¬ 
tune, yet the fear, whether real or pretended, of new 
attempts, engaged him in fuch immenfe charges, 
that, inftead of clearing any part of that prodigi¬ 
ous debt left on his kingdom by tiie former war, 
which might have been done by any tolerable ma- 
nagement, in twelve years of the moft profound 
peace ; he left his empire loaden with a vaft addi¬ 
tion to the old incumbrance. 

This Prince, before he fucceeded to the empire 
of Japan, was King of Tedfu, a dominion feated 
on the Continent, to the weft lide of Japan. Ted- 
lu was the place of his birth, and more beloved by 
him than his new empire ; for there he fpent fome 
months aimoft every year, and thither was fuppof- 
ed to have conveyed great funis of money, laved 
out of his imperial revenues. 

1 here were two maritime towns of great import¬ 
ance bordering upon Tedfu : Of thefehe purchafed 
a litigated title : and, to fupport it, was forced not 
only to entrench deeply on his Japanefe revenues, 
but to engage in alliances very dangerous to the Ja¬ 
panefe empire. 

Japan was at that time a limited monarchy, which 
lome authors are of opinion was introduced there 
by a detachment from the numerous army of Bren- 
r.us, who ravaged a great part of Afla ; and thole 
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of them who fixed in Japan, left behind them that 
kind of military inftitution, which the northern 
people, in enfuing ages, carried through moll parts 
of Europe ; the generals becoming kings, the oreat 
officers a fenate of nobles, with a reprefentative 
from every centenary of private foldiers : and, in 
the afienr of the majority in thefe two bodies, con¬ 
firmed by the general, the legiflature confilted. 

I need not farther explain a matter fo univer¬ 
sity known : but return to my fubject 
. The Hufige faction, by a grofs piece of negligence 
in the A ones, had lo far infinuated themfelves and 
their opinions into the favour of Kegoge before he 
came to the empire, that this prince firmly believed 
them to be his only true friends, and the others his 
moi tal enemies. By this opinion he governed all the 
aflions of his reign. 

The Emperor died fuddenlv, in his journey to 
Tedfu ; where, according to his ufual cuftom, he 
was going to pafs the fummer. 

This Prince, during his whole reign, continued 
an abfolute ftranger to the language, the manners, 
the laws, and the religion of Japan ; and pallin'* his 
whole time among old miftreiles, or a few priva¬ 
tes, left the whole management of the empire 
in 'he hands of a minifter, upon the condition of 
being made eafy in his perfonal revenues, and the 
management of parties in the fenate. His l ift mi- 
nilter who governed in the molt arbitrary manner 
for ieverai years he was thought to hate more 
than he did any other perfon in Japan, except his 
only fon, the heir to the empire, The diilike he 
bore to the former was, becaufc the minifter, under 
pretence that he could not govern the lenate with¬ 
out difpofing of employments among them, would 
not fuffer his mailer to oblige one Angle perfon, but 
difpofed of all to his own relations and dependents. 
But, as to that continued and virulent hatred be 
bore to the 1 rince his fon, from the beginning of 
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his reign to his death, the hiftorian hath not ac¬ 
counted for it, further than by various conjectures, 
which do not deferve to be related. 

The minifter above mentioned was of a family 
not contemptible, had been early a fenator, and 
from his youth a mortal enemy to the Yortes. He 
had been formerly dil'graced in the fenate, for 
fome frauds in the management of a public truft. 
He was perfectly Ikilled, by long practice, in the 
fenatorial forms ; and dextrous in the purchahng 
of votes, from thofe who could find their accounts 
better in complying with his meafures, than they 
could probably lofe by any tax that might be charg¬ 
ed on the kingdom. He feemed to fail in point of 
policy, by not concealing his gettings, never fcrup- 
ling openly to lay out vaft Turns of money in paint¬ 
ings, buildings, and purchafing eftates ; when it was 
known, that, upon his firft coming into bufinefs, 
upon the death of the Emprefs Nena, his fortune 
was but inconliderable. He had the moft boldnefs, 
and the leaft magnanimity that ever any mortal was 
endowed with. By enriching his relations, friends, 
and dependents, in a moft exorbitant manner, he 
was weak enough to imagine that he had provid¬ 
ed a fupport againft an evil day. He had the beft 
among all falfe appearances of courage, which was 
a moft unlimited alTurance, whereby he would 
fw agger the boideft men into a dread of his power; 
bur had not the tmalleft portion of magnanimity, 
growing jealous, and dilgracing every man, who 
was known to bear the leaft civility to thofe he dif- 
liked. He had fome fmall fmattering in books, 
but no manner of politenefs ; nor, in his whole 
life, was ever known to advance any one perfon 
upon the fcore of wit, learning, or abilities for bufi¬ 
nefs. 1 he whole fyftem of his miniftry was cor¬ 
ruption ; and he never gave bribe or penfion, with¬ 
out frankly telling the receivers what he expect¬ 
ed from them, and threaming them to put an 
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end to his bounty, if they failed to comply in every 
circumftance. 3 

A few months before the Emperor’s death, there 
was a defign concerted between fome eminent per- 
fons of both parties, whom the defperate date of 
the empire had united, to accufe the minifter at 
the firll: meeting of a new chofen fenate, which was 
then to afiemble according to the laws of that em¬ 
pire. And it was believed, that the vaft expencc 
he mull be at in chufing an afiembly proper for his 
purpofe, added to the low date of the treafury, the 
increafing number of penlioners, the great dif- 
content of the people, and the perfonal hatred of 
the Emperor; would, if well laid open in the fe¬ 
nate, be of weight enough to fink the minifter, 
when it fhould appear to his very penfioners and 
creatures, that he could not fupply them much 
longer. 

While this fcheme was in agitation, an account 
came of the Emperor’s death, and the Prince his 
fon, with univerfal joy, mounted the throne of 
Japan. 

The new Emperor had always lived a private life, 
during the reign of his father'; who, in his annual 
abfence, never trufted him more than once with 
the reins of government, which he held fo evenly 
that he became too popular t.o be confided in any 
more. Pie was thought not unfavourable to the 
\ ortes, at lead not altogether to approve the viru¬ 
lence wherewith his father proceeded againft them ; 
and therefore, immediately upon his fucceflion’ 
the principal perfons of that denomination came, 
in feveral bodies, to kifs the hem of his garment, 
whom he received with great courtefy, and fome 
of them with particular marks of diftinffion. 

The Prince, during the reign of his father, hav¬ 
ing not been trufted with any public charge, em¬ 
ployed his leifure in learning the language, the re¬ 
ligion, the cuftoms, and difpolition of the Japa- 
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nefe ; wherein he received great information, a- 
mong others from Nomptoc, mafter of his finan¬ 
ces, and prefident of the fenate, who lecretly hated 
Lelop*Aw, the minifter; and likewife from Ram- 
neh, a moil: eminent fenator, who, defpairing to 
do any good with the father, had, with great in- 
duftry, ikill, and decency, ufed his endeavour to 
inftil good principles into the young Prince. 

Upon the news of the former Emperor’s death, 
a grand council was fummoned of courfe, where 
little pallid befides directing the ceremony of pro¬ 
claiming the fucceflor. But, in fome days after, 
the new Emperor having confulted with thofe per- 
fons in whom he could chiefly confide, and mature¬ 
ly confidercd in his own mind the prefent fcate of 
his affairs, as well as the difpofltion of his people, 
convoked another aflembly of his council; where¬ 
in, after fome time fipent in general bufinefs, fuita- 
ble to the prefent emergency, he directed Lelop- 
Aw to give him,-in as fhort terms as he conveni¬ 
ently could, an account of the nation’s debts, of 
his management in the fenate, and his negociations 
with foreign courts : Which that minifter having 
delivered, according to his ufual manner, with 
much aifurance and little fatisfaefion, the Emperor 
defired to be fully fatisfied in the following particu¬ 
lars. 

Whether the yaft expence of chufing fuch mem¬ 
bers into the fenate, as would be content to do the 
public bufinefs, were abfolutely necefiary ? 

Whether thofe members, thus chofen in, would 
crofs and impede the necefiary courfe of affairs, 
unlefs they were fupplied with great films of money, 
and continued penfions? 

Whether the fame corruption and perverfenefs 
were to be expecled from the nobles ? 

Whether the empire of Japan were in fo low a 
condition, that the imperial envoys, at foreign 
courts, muff be forced to purchafe alliances, or 
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prevent a war by immenfe bribes, given to the mi- 
nifters of all the neighbouring princes ? 

Why the debts of the empire were fo prodigiouf- 
ly advanced, in a peace of twelve years at home 
and abroad ? 

Whether the Yortes were univerfally enemies to 
the religion and laws of the empire, and to the 
imperial family now reigning ? 

Whether thofe perfons, whofe revenues confift 
in lands, do not give furer pledges of fidelity to the 
public, and are more interclted in the welfare of 
the empire, than others, whole fortunes confift 
only in money ? 

And becaufc Lelop-Aw, for feveral years pnft, 
had engrofled the whole adminiftration, the Em¬ 
peror fignified, that from him alone he expelled 
an anfwer. 

This minifter, who had fagacity enough to culti¬ 
vate an intereft in the young Prince’s family, dur¬ 
ing the late Emperor’s life, received early intelli¬ 
gence from one of his emiflaries of what was in¬ 
tended at the council, and had fuflicient time to 
frame as plaufible an anfwer as his caufe and con- 
du<R would allow. However, having defired a few 
minutes to put his thoughts in order, he delivered 
them in the following manner. 

S I R, 

Upon this fliort unexpe&ed warning, to anfwer 
your Imperja! Majefty’s queries I fhouid be wholely 
at a lofs, in your Majefty’s auguft prefence, and 
that of this moft noble afiembly, if I were armed 
with a weaker defence than my own loyalty and in¬ 
tegrity, and the prosperous fucccfs of my endea¬ 
vours. 

Ic is well known, that the death of the Emprefs 
Nena happened in a moft miraculous juncture; 
and that, iffhe had lived two months longer, your 
illuftrious family would have been deprived of your 
Vol. XII, right 
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right, and we fhould have feen an ufurper upon 
your throne, who would have wholely changed the 
conflitution of this empire, both civil and facred > 
and although that Emprefs died in a moft oppor¬ 
tune feafon, yet the peaceable entrance of your 
Majeffy’s father was effected by a continual ieries 
of miracles. The truth of this appears by that un¬ 
natural rebellion which the Yortes raifed, without 
the leaft provocation, in the firft year of the late 
Emperor’s reign, which may be fuflicient to con¬ 
vince your Majefty, that every foul of that deno¬ 
mination was, is, and will be for ever, a favourer 
of the Pretender, a mortal enemy to your illuftri- 
ous family, and an introducer of new gods into the 
empire. Upon this foundation was built the whole 
conduct of our affairs ; and, fince a great majority 
of the kingdom was at that time reckoned to fa¬ 
vour the Yortes’s faction, who, in the regular 
courfe of elections, muff certainly be chofen mem¬ 
bers of the fenate then to be convoked ; it was ne- 
ceffary, by the force of money, to influence elec^ 
lions in fuch a manner, that your Majefty’s father 
might have a fulficient number to w'eigh down the 
icale on his fide, and thereby carry on thofe mea¬ 
sures which could only fecure him and his family 
in the poffdlion of the empire. To lupport this 
original plan, I came into the fervice : But the 
members of the fenate knowing themfelves every 
day more neceffary, upon the chufing of a new 
fenate, I found the charges to increafe ; and, that 
after they were chofen, they iniifted upon an in¬ 
creafe of their penfions \ becaufe, they well knew 
that the woik could not be carried on without 
them : And I was more general in my donatives, 
becaufe I thought it was more for the honour of 
the crown, that every vote fhould pafs without a 
divinon ; and that, when a debate was propol'ed, 
it fhould immediately be quafhed, by putting the 
queftion. 


Sir, 
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Sir, The date of the prefent fenate is expired, 
and your Imperial Majefty is now to convoke a 
new one ; which, I confefs, will be fomewhat more 
expenfive than the laft, becaufe the Yortes, from 
your favourable reception, have begun to reaifume 
a fpirit whereof the country had fome intelligence ; 
and we know the majority of the people, without 
proper mangement, would be ftill in that fatal in- 
tereft. However, I dare undertake, with the 
charge only of four hundred thoufand fprangs *, 
to return as great a majority of fenators of°the 
true ft amp, as your Majefty can defire. As to the 
fums of money paid in foreign courts, 1 hope, in 
fome years, to eafe the nation of them, when wc 
and our neighbours come to a good underftanding. 
However, I will be bold to fay, they are cheaper 
than a war, where your Majefty is to be a princi¬ 
pal. 

The penfions, indeed, to fenators and other 
perfons, muft needs increafe, from the reftivenefs 
of fome, and fcrupulous nature of others; and 
the new members, who were unpra&ifed, muft 
have better encouragement. However, I dare un¬ 
dertake to bring the eventual charge within eight 
hundred thoufand fprangs. But, to make this ea- 
iy, there fhall be new funds raifed, of which I 
have feveral fchemes ready, without taxing bread 
or flefh, which fhall be referred to more prefting 
occafions. 

Your Majefty knows it is rhe laudable cuftom of 
all Eaftern Princes, to leave the whole manage¬ 
ment of affairs, both civil and military, to their 
Vifirs. The appointments for your family, and 
private purfe, fhall exceed thofe of your predecef* 
fors : You fhall be at no trouble, further than to 
appear fometimes in council, and leave the reft to 
*me : You fhall hear no clamour or complaints : 


* Afeout a million Sterling. 
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Your fenate (hall, upon occasions, declare you the 
bed of Princes, the father of your country, the 
arbiter of Alia, the defender of the opprefled, and 
the delight of mankind. 

Sir, Hear not thofe who would mod falfely, 
impioudy, and malicioufly infinuate, that your 
government can be carried on without that whole- 
forne, neceffary expedient, of fharing the public 
revenue with your faithful deferving fenators. 
T his, 1 know, my enemies are pleafed to call 
bribery and corruption. Be it fo : But I infid, 
that, without this bribery and corruption, the 
wheels of government will not turn, or at lead, 
will be apt to take fire, like other wheels, unlefs 
they be grealed at proper times. If an angel from 
heaven Ihould defcend, to govern this empire up¬ 
on any other fcheme than what our enemies call 
corruption, he mud return from whence he came, 
and leave the work undone. 

Sir, It is well known, we are a trading nation, 
and confequently cannot thrive in a bargain where 
nothing is to be gained. The poor eledlors, who 
run from their (hops, or the plough, for the fer- 
vice of their country, are they not to be confider- 
ed for their labour and their loyalty? The candi¬ 
dates, who, with the hazard of their perfons, the 
lofs of their chara&ers, and the ruin of their for¬ 
tunes, are preferred to the fenate, in a country 
where they are drangers, before the very lords of 
the foil; are they not to be rewarded for their ?eal 
to your Majedy’s fervice, and qualified to live in 
your metropolis as becomes the ludre of their Ra¬ 
tions ? 

Sir, If I have given great numbers of the mod 
profitable employments among my own relations 
and neared allies, it was not out of any partiality, 
but becaufe I know them bed, and can bed depend 
upon them. 1 have been at the pains to mould and 
cultivate their opinions. Abler heads might pro¬ 
bably 
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bably have been found, but they would not be e- 
qually under my diredlion. A huntfman, who 
hath the abfolute command of his dogs, will hunt 
more effectually, than with a better pack, to whofe 
manner and cry he is a ftranger. 

Sir, Upon the whole, I will appeal to all thofe 
%v h° heft knew your royal father, whether that 
blelTed monarch had ever one anxious thought for 
the public, or difappointment, or uneafinefs, or 
want of money for all his occafions, during the 
time of my adminiftration ? And, how happy the 
people confeffed themfelves to be under fuch a 
King, I leave to their own numerous addrefles ; 
which all politicians will allow to be the moft in¬ 
fallible proof how any nation ftands affected to the 
Sovereign. 

Lelop-Aw, having ended his fpeech and flruck 
hi? forehead thrice againft the table, as the cuftom 
is in Japan, fat down with great complacency of 
mmd, and much applaufe of his adherents, as might 
be obferved by their countenances, and their whif- 
pers. But the Emperor’s behaviour was remarka¬ 
ble ; for, during the whole harangue, he appeared 
equally attentive and uneafy. After a Ihort paufe, 
his Majefty commanded that fome other counfellor 
fhould deliver his thoughts, either to confirm or 
obje<R againft what had been fpoken by Lelop- 
A\v. 
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o f 

PUBLIC ABSURDITIES 

I N 

ENGLAND. 


|T is a common topic oF fatire, which you will 
hear not only from the mouths of minifters of 
ftate, but of every whifHer in office, that half a 
dozen obfcure fellows, over a bottle of wine, or a 
difh of coffee, fhall prefume to cenfure the actions 
of parliaments and councils, to form fchemes of 
government, and new-model the commonwealth; 
and this ufually ridiculed as a pragmatical difpofl- 
non to politics, in the very nature and genius of 
the people. It may poffibly be true : And yet I 
am grolsly deceived, if any fober man, of very'mo- 
derate talents, when he reflefts upon the many 
ridiculous hurtful maxims, cuftoms, and general 
rules of fife, which prevail in this kingdom, would 
not with great reafon be tempted, according to the 
prelent turn of bis humour, either to laugh, la¬ 
ment, or be angry ; or, if he were fanguine e- 
nough, perhaps to dream of a remedy. It is the 
rniftake of wife and good men, that they expeft 
more reafon and virtue from human nature, than, 
taking it in the bulk, it is in any fort capable 
^ Whoever hath been prefent at councils or af- 
lemblies of any fort, if he be a man of common 
prudence, cannot but have obferved fuch refulte 
opinions to have frequently paffed a majority, 

as 
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as he would be afliamed to advance in private con- 
yeriation. I fay nothing of cruelty, oppreflion, 
injuft.ee, and the like, becaufe thefe are fairly to 
be accounted for in all affemblies, as beft gratifying 
the paffions and interefts of leaders; which is a 
point of fuch high confideration, that all others 
muft give place to it. But I would be underftood 
here to Ipeak only of opinions ridiculous, foolilh, 
and abfurd ; with conclufions and a&ions fuitable 
to them, at the fame time, when the mod rea¬ 
sonable propositions are often unanimoufly rejetft- 


And, as all affemblies of men are liable to this 
accufation, fo likewife there are natural abfurdities 
nom which the wifeft ftates are not exempt, which 
proceed lefs from the nature of the climate than 
that of their government; the Gauls, the Britons, 
the Spaniards, and Italians, having retained very 
itt e of tue characters given them in ancient hi!- 
tory. 

■By thefe and the like reflections, I have been of¬ 
ten led to confider fome public abfurdities in our 
own country, moft of which are, in mv opinion, 
uirectly aga.nft the rules of right reafoii, and are 
attended with great inconveniencies to the ftate. I 
ihall mention luch of them as come into memory, 
without obferving any method ; and I ihall give 
my reafon why I take them to be abfurd in their 
nature, and pernicious in their confequence. 

It is abfurd. that any perfon, who profeffeth a 
different form of worihip from that which is na¬ 
tional, Ihould be trufted with a vote for elefting 
members in the Iloufe of Commons. Becaufe e- 
very man is full of zeal for his own religion, altho' 
he regards not morality; and, therefore, will en- 
deavour, to his utmoft, to bring in a reprefentative 
of his own principles, which, if they be popular, 
may endanger the religion eftabliihed ; which, as it 

hath 
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hath formerly happened, may alter the whole fram6 
of government. 

A (landing army in England, whether in time 
of peace or war, is a direct abfurdity. For, it is 
no part of our bufinefs to be a warlike nation, o- 
therwife than by fleets. In foreign wars wc have 
no concern further than in conjunction with allies, 
whom we may either aflift by fea, or by foreign 
troops paid with our money. But mercenary troops 
in England can be of no ufe, except to awe fenates, 
and thereby promote arbitrary power in a monar¬ 
chy or oligarchy. 

That the election of fenators fliould be of any 
charge to the candidates, is an ablurdity; but, 
that it fliould be fo to a miniftry, is a manifeft ac¬ 
knowledgement of the worft deflgns. If a miniftry 
intended the fervice of their prince and country, 
or well underflood wherein their own fecurity bell: 
confided, (as it is impoflible that a parliament free¬ 
ly eleCted, according to the original inflitution, can 
do any hurt to a tolerable prince, or a tolerable 
minidry) ; they would ufe the flronged methods to 
leave the people to their own free choice : The 
members would then confid of perfons who had 
bed edates in the neighbourhood or county, or 
at lead never of drangers. And furely this is 
at lead full as requiflte a circumdance to a le- 
giflator, as to a juryman, who ought to be, if 
poflible, ex vicinio ; fince fuch perfons mud be 
fuppofed the bed judges of the wants and ckfires 
of their feveral boroughs and counties. To chufe 
a reprefentative for Berwick, whole eftate is 
at the Land’s End, would have been thought in 
former times a very great folecifm ; how much 
more as it is at prefent, where fo many perfons are 
returned for boroughs, who do not poffefs a foot 
of land in the kingdom. 

By the old conditution, whoever pofleffed a 
freehold in land, by which he was a gainer of forty 

(hillings 
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pullings a-year, had the privilege to vote for a 
knight of the ilure. The good efl'ecis of this law- 
are wholly eluded, partly bv the courfe of time 
and partly by corruption. Forty fhillings in thofe 
ages were equal to twenty pounds in ours ; and 
therefore it was then a want of fagacity to fix that 
privilege to a determinate fum, rather than to a 
certain quantity of land, arable or pafture, able 
to produce a certain quantity of corn or hay 
And therefore it is highly abfurd, and againft 
the mtent of the law, that this defect is not reo U - 


Lut the matter is ftill worfe : For any gentleman 
can, upon occafion, make is many freeholders as 
his efface or lettletnent will allow, by making leafes 
“ fe ot land at » rack rent of forty fhi!li n o S , 
where a tenant, who is not worth one farthing°a- 
year, when his rent is paid, fhall be held a Jegal 
voter for a perfon to reprefent his county. Neither 
do I enter into half the frauds that are praftifed up¬ 
on this occafion. 1 

It is likewife abfurd, that boroughs decayed are 
pot abfolutely extinguifhed , becaule the returned 
members do in reality reprefent nobody at all, and 
that feveral large towns are not reprefented, tho’ 
full of induftrious totvnfmen, who much advance 
the trade of the kingdom. 

The claim of fenators to have themfelves and 
lervants exempted from law fuics and arrefts, is 
mamfcftly abfurd. The proceedings at law are al- 
ready lo fcandalous a grievance, upon account of 
the delays, that they little need any addition. Who- 
ever is either not able, or not willing to pay his 
julc debts, or, to any other men out of their 
lands, would evade the decifion of the law, is fure- 
ly but ill qualified to be a legiflator. A criminal, 
with as good reafon, might lit on the bench, with 
a power of condemning men to be hanged for their 
honefty. By the annual fitting of parliaments, 
Vol. XII. R and 
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and the days of privilege preceding and fubfequent, 
a Senator is one half of the year beyond the reach 
of common juftice. 

That the facred perfon of a Senator’s footman 
fhould be free from arreft, although he undoes the 
poor alewife by running on fcore, is a circumftance 
of equal wifdom and juftice, to avoid the great evil 
of his mafter’s lady wanting her complement of 
liveries behind the coach* 
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SHORT 


REMARKS 


ON 


Bishop BURNET’s HISTORY* 



author is in moft particulars the worft qua- 


A lifted for a hiftorian that ever I met with. 
His ftyle is rough, full of improprieties, in expref- 
lions often Scotch, and often fuch as are ufed by 
the meaneft people. He difcovers a great fcarcity 
of words and phrafes, by repeating the fame feve- 
ral hundred times, for want of capacity to vary 
them. His obfervations are mean and trite, and 
very often falfe. His Secret Hiftory is generally 
made up of cofleehoufe-fcandals, or at bell, from 
reports at the third, fourth, or fifth hand. The 
account of the Pretender’s birth, would only be¬ 
come an old woman in a chimney-corner. His 
vanity runs intolerably through the whole book, 
afFeCting to have been of conlequence at nineteen 
years old, and while he was a little Scotch parfoi* 
of 40 pounds a*year. He was a gentleman born, 
and, in the time of his youth and vigour, drew in 
an old maiden, daughter of a Scotch Earl, to mar¬ 
ry him. His characters are miferably wrought, in 
many things miftaken, and all of them detracting, 
except of thofe who were friends to the Prelbyte- 
rians. That early love of liberty he boafts of is 
abfolutely falfe; for the firffc book that I believe he 
ever publifhed is an entire treatife in favour of 
pafiive obedience and abfolute power; fo that his 
reflections on the clergy, for aflerting, and then 
changing thofe principles, come very improperly 
from him. He is the moft partial of all writers 
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that ever pretended fo much to impartiality ; and 
yet I, who knew him well, am convinced that he 
is as impartial as he could poflibly find in his heart; 
I am fure more than I ever expected from him ; 
particularly in his accounts of the Papift and fana¬ 
tic plots. This work may be more properly called 
A Hiftory of Scotland during the author’s time* 
with fome digrefllons relating to England, rather 
than deferve the title he gives it. For I believe two 
thirds of it relate only to that beggarly nation, and 
their infignificant brangles and factions. What he 
fucceeds b ft in, is in giving extracts of arguments 
and debates in council or parliament. Nothing re¬ 
commends his book but the recency of the facts 
lie mentions, moft of them being (fill in memory, 
efpecially the (lory of the revolution ; which, how¬ 
ever, is not fo well told as might be expected from 
one who aifedts to have had fo conftderable a fhare 
in it. After all, he was a man of generofity and 
good nature, and very communicative; but, in his 
ten lafi years, was abfolute party*mad, and fancied 
he faw Popery under every bulb. He hath told 
me many paflages not mentioned in this hiftory, 
and many that are, but with feveral circumftances 
iupprefied or altered. He never gives a good cha¬ 
racter without one eflential point, that the perfon 
was tender to diflenters, and thought many things 
in the church ought to be amended. 

Setting up for a maxim , Laying down for a maxim , 
Clapt up, Decency , and fome other words and 
phrafes, he ufes many hundred times. 

Cut out for a Court , A pardoning planet , Clapt up 9 
Left in the lurch , The Mob, Ouied, A great beauty , 
Went roundly to work: All thefe phraies ufed by 
the vulgar, fliew him to have kept mean or illite¬ 
rate company in his youth. 
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OF THE 

HISTORY of ENGLAND. 


From the Invafion of it by Julius Caesar to 
William the Conqeror. 

HPHE moft ancient account we have of Britain 
A is, that the ifland was full of inhabitants, di¬ 
vided into leveral petty kingdoms, as moft nations 
of the world appear to have been at firft. The 
bodies of the Britons were painted with a iky-co¬ 
loured blue, either as an ornament, or elfe for a 
terror to their enemies. In their religion they 
were Heathen?, as all the world was before Lhrift, 
except the Jews. 

Their priefts were called Druids : Thefe lived in 
hollow trees, and committed not their mvfteries to 
writing, but delivered them down by tradition, 
whereby, they were in time wholly loft. 

The Britons had wives in common, fo many to 
a particular tribe or fociety. and the children were 
in common to that fociety. 

About fifty years before Chrift, Julius Csefar, 
the firft Roman Emperor, having conquered Gaul 
or France, invaded Britain rather to increafe his 
glory than conquefts; for, haing overcome the 
natives in one or two battles, he returned* 
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The next invafion of Britain by the Piomans 
(then mailers of moll of the known world) 
was in th.e reign of the Emperor Claudius; but it 
was not wholly fubdued till that of Nero. It was 
governed by Lieutenants, or deputies, fent from 
Rome, as Ireland is now by deputies from England; 
and continued thus under the Romans for about 
460 years; till that empire, being invaded by the 
Goths and Vandals, the Romans were forced not 
only to recal their own armies, but alfo to draw 
front hence the braveft of the Britons, for their 
ailillance againll thofe Barbarians. 

The Pi Oman conquefls in this ifland reached no 
further northward than to that part of Scotland 
where Stirling and Glafgow arc feared: The region 
beyond was held not worth the conquering : It was 
inhabited by a barbarous people, called Caledo¬ 
nians and Piets ; who, being a rough fierce nation, 
daily infefled the Biitifh borders. Therefore the 
Emperor Severus built a wall, from Stirling to 
Glafgow, to prevent the invafions of the Pi£b : It 
is commonly called the PicSls Wall. 

Thefe Picls and Caledonians, or Scots, encou¬ 
raged by the departure of the Romans, do now 
cruelly infeft and invade the Britons by fea and 
land : The Britons chufe Vortigern for their king, 
who was forced to invite the Saxons, (a fierce nor- 
them people) to aflift him againft thofe Barbarians* 
The Saxons came over, and beat the riels in feve- 
r<d battles; but, at laft, pick quarrels with the 
Britons themfelves; and, after a long war, drive 
them into the mountains of Wales and Cornwall, 
and eftablifh themfelves in feven kingdoms in Bri¬ 
tain, (by them now called England). Thefe feven 
kingdoms are ulually {filed the baxon Heptarchy. 

About this time lived King Arthur, (if the whole 
Rory be not a fable) who was fo famous for beating 
the Saxons in feveral battles. 

The Britons received CluiRianity very early, 
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and, as it is reported, from fome of the difciplcs 
themfelves : So that when the Romans left Britain, 
the Britons were generally Chriftians. But the 
Saxons were Heathens, till Pope Gregory the 
Great lent over hither Auftin the Monk, {A. D. 
600.) by whom Ethelbert King of the South-Sax- 
ons, and his fubjedts, were converted to Chiitii- 
anity ; and the whole ifland foon followed the ex¬ 
ample. 

After many various revolutions in this ifland a- 
mong the kingdoms of the Saxons, Egbert, de- 
fcended from the Weft-Saxon Kings, (A, D. 819.) 
became foie monarch of England. 

The language in Britain was Britifh, (now called 
Wellh), or Latin; but, with the Saxons, Engiifh 
came in (although extremely different from what 
it is now). The prefent names of towns, (hires, 
drc. were given by them ; and the whole kingdom 
was called England from the Angles, who were a 
branch of the Saxons. 

As foon as the Saxons were fettled, the Danes 
began to trouble and invade them, as they (the 
Saxons) had before done the Britons. 

Thefe Danes came out of Germany, Denmark, 
and Norway, a rough warlike people, little differ¬ 
ent from the Saxons, to whom they were nigh 
neighbours. 

After many invafions from the Danes, Edgar 
King of England lets forth the firff navy. He was 
intitled King of all Albion, an old name of this 
ifland) and was the firft abfolute monarch, He 
made peace with the Danes, and allowed them to 
live in his dominions mixt with the Englilh. 

In this Prince’s time there were five Kings in 
Wales, who all did him homage for their coun¬ 
try- 

Thefe Danes began firft to make their invafions 
here about the year 800, which they after renewed 
at feveral times, and under fcveral leaders, and 
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were as often repulfed. They ufed to come with 
vaft numbers o t ih ips, burn and ravage before 
them, as the cities of London, Wanchcfter, &c. 
Encouraged by fuccefe and prey, they often win¬ 
tered in England, fortifying themlelvesin the Nor¬ 
thern parts, from whence they cruelly infcfted the 
Saxon Kings, In proccfs of time they mixed with 
the Englifh (as was faid before) and lived under 
the baxon government : But Ethelred, then King 
of England, weary of the Danifh infolence, a con- 
fpiracy is formed, and the Danes are maffacred 
(A. D 978.) in one day all over England. 

Four years after, Swevn King of Denmark, to 
revenge the death of his i'ubjecb, invades England ; 
and after battles fought, and much cruelty exer¬ 
ted, he fubdues the whole kingdom, forcing E~ 
thrlred to fly into Normandy. 

Sweyn dying, his fon Canutus fucceeds in the 
kingdom ; but Ethelred returning with an army, 
Canutus is forced to withdraw to Denmark for 
fuccour. 

Ethelred dies, and his fon Edmond Ironfide 
fucceeds; but Canutus returning with frefh forces 
from Denmark, after ftveral battles, the kingdom 
is parted between them both. Edmond dying, his 
fons are fent beyond lea by Canutus, who is now 
foie King of England. 

Hardicanute, the laft Danifh King, dying with¬ 
out iffue, Edward, fon of Ethelred, is chofen King. 
For his great holinefs, he was lurnamed the Cm- 
feffor, and fainted after his death. He was the firft 
of our Piinces that attempted to cure the King’s 
evil, by touching. He firft introduced what is 
now called the Common Law. In his time began 
the mode and humour amongythe Englifh gentry, 
ofufing the French tongue and fafliions, in com¬ 
pliance with the King, who had been bred up in 
Normandy. 

The 
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The Danifh government in England lafted but 
twenty-fix years, under three Kings. 

Edward the ConfelTor married the daughter of 
Earl Godwin, an Englifli nobleman of great power 
but of Danifh extraction; but, wanting iffue he 
appointed Edgar Atheling, grandfon to his bro¬ 
ther, to lucceed him, and Harold, fon of Earl 
Godwin, to be Governour of the young Prince. 
But, upon Edward’s death, Harold negjeffed Ed¬ 
gar Atheling, and ufurped the crown for himfelf. 

Edward, while he was in Normandy, met fogood 
reception, that is was faid he made a promife to 
that Duke, that, in cafe he recovered his kingdom 
and died without iffue, he would leave it to him’ 
Edward dying, William Duke of Normany fends 
to Harold to claim the crown ; but Harold "now in 
poffeffion, refolves to keep it. Upon which Duke 
William, having prepared a mighty fleet and armv, 
invades England, lands at Plaftings, fets fire to his 
fleet, to cut off all hope from his men of returning. 
B° Harold he lent his meflenger, demanding the 
kingdom and his fubjeftion : But Harold rettTrned 
him this anfwer, T-hat, unlefs he departed his land 
he would make him fenfible of his ju£h difpleafure! 
oo Harold advanced his forces into Suffex, within 
leven miles of his enemy. The Norman Duke, t© 
fave the effufton of blood, fent the/e offers to Ha¬ 
rold ; eiLher wholely to refign die kingdom to him,' 
or to try the quarrel with him in Angle combat’ 
io this Harold did not agree. 

Phen the battle joined. The Normans had got¬ 
ten the worft, if it had not been for a ftratag^m 
they invented, which got them the day. In this 
engagement Harold was killed, and William Duke 
of Normandy became King of England, under the 
name of William the Conqueror, 
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§OME FEW 


THOUGHTS 


CONCERNING 


The REPEAL of the TEST, 


npH OS E of either fide who have written upon 
A this fubjed of the Tefl, in making or anfwer- 
ing ojedlions, feem to fail by not prefling fufficient- 
ly the chief point upon which the controverfy turns. 
The arguments ufed by thofe who write for the 
church are very good in their kind, but will have 
little force under the prefent corruptions of man¬ 
kind, becaufe the authors treat this fubjed tajiquam 
in republica Platonis , et non face Romnli. 

It mufl be confefled, that, confidering how few 
employments of any confequence fall to the (hare 
of thofe Englifli who are born in this kingdom, 
and thofe few very dearly pin dialed, at the expence 
of conscience, liberty, and all regard for the public 
good, they are not worth contending for : And ir 
nothing but profit were in the cafe, it would hardly 
cofl: me one figh when I ihould fee thofe few Scraps 
thrown among every Species of Fanatics, to Scuffle 
for among them Selves. 

And this will infallibly be the cafe, after repeal- 
ing the Ted. ' For, every Subdivision of fed will-, 
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frith equal juftice, pretend to have a {hare; and, 
as it is ulual with fharers, will never think they have 
enough while any pretender is left unprovided. I 
fhall not except the Quakers; becaufe. when the paf- 
fage is once let open lor all fe&s to partake in public 
emoluments, it is very probable the lawfulnefe of 
taking oaths, and wearing carnal weapons, may be 
revealed to the brotherhood ; which thought, I 
confefs, was firft put into my head by one of the 
fhrewdefl Quakers in this kingdom *. 

* Undoubtedly the Quaker hinted at by Dr, Swift was the late 
Mr. Rooke ; a man who had a very good taft for wit, had read a- 
bundancc of hiliory, and was perhaps the molt learned Quaker, one 
of them, in the world. To the belt of my recollection, h« was the 
author of a good humorous paitoral in the Quaker-ftylc, 
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MAXIMS 


CONTROLLED 

IN IRELAND. 


The Truth of feme Maxims in State and Government , 
examined with reference to Ireland. 

r ]/HERE are certain Maxims of State, founded 
upon long obfeivation and experience, drawn 
from the constant practice of the wifeft nations, 
and from the very principles of government, nor 
ever controlled by any writer upon politics. Yet 
all thefe Maxims do neceffarily prefuppofe a king¬ 
dom, or commonwealth, to have the fame natural 
rights common to the reft of mankind who have 
entered into civil fociety. for, if we could con¬ 
ceive a nation where each of the inhabitants had 
but one eye, one leg, and one hand, it is plain that, 
before you could inftitute them into a republic, an 
allowance muft be made for thofe material defefts, 
wherein they differed from other mortals. Or, 
imagine a legiflator forming a fyftem for the go- 
verment of Bedlam, and, proceeding upon the max¬ 
im that man is a fociable animal, lhould draw them 
out of their cells, and form them into corporations 
or general aftemblies ; the confequence might pro¬ 
bably be, that they would fall foul on each other, 
or burn the houfe over their own heads. 
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Gf the like nature are innumerable errors, com¬ 
mitted by crude and lliort thinkers, who reafon up¬ 
on general topics, without the lead: allowance for 
the mod important circumftances, which quite alter 
the nature of the cafe. 

This hath been the fate of thofe fmall dealers, 
who are every day publifhing their thoughts either 
on paper or in their affemblies for improving the 
trade of Ireland, and referring us to the practice 
and Example of England, Holland, France, or o- 
ther nations. 

I ffiall therefore examine certain maxims of go¬ 
vernment, which generally pafs for uncontrolled in 
the world, and confider how far they will luit with 
the prefent condition of this kingdom. 

Firlf, it is affirmed by wife men, that the dear- 
nefs of things neceilary for life, in a fruitful coun¬ 
try, is a certain fign of wealth and great commerce: 
For, when fuch neceflaries are dear, it mnfl: abfo- 
lutely follow that money is cheap and plentiful. 

But this is manifeftly falfe in Ireland, for the fol¬ 
lowing reafon. Some years ago, the fpecies of money 
here did probably amount to fix or feven hundred 
thoufand pounds : and I have good caufe to believe, 
that our remittances then did not much exceed the 
caffi brought in to us. But the prodigious difeou- 
ragements we have fince received in every branch 
of our trade, by the frequent enforcements, and 
rigorous execution of the navigation-act, the ty¬ 
ranny of under cuftom-houfe officers, the yearly 
addition of abfentees, the payments to regiments 
abroad, to civil and military officers refiJing in 
England, the unexpected ludden demands of great 
films from the treafury, and fome other drains of 
perhaps as great confequence, we now fee ourfelves 
reduced to a ftate (lmce we have no friends) of be¬ 
ing pitied by our enemies, at lead, if our enemies 
were of fuch a kind as to be capable of any regards 
towards us, except of hatred and contempt. 

Forty 
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Forty years are now palled fince the Revolution? 
when the contention of the Britifh empire was; 
moll: unfortunately for us, and altogether againft 
the ufual courfe of fuch mighty changes in govern¬ 
ment, decided in the lead important nation, but 
with fuch ravages and ruin executed on both fides, 
as to leave the kingdom a defert, which, in fome 
fort, it (till continues. Neither did the long rebel¬ 
lions in 1641 make half fuch a deftrudion of hou- 
fes, plantations, and perfonal wealth, in both king¬ 
doms, as two years campaigns did in ours, by fight¬ 
ing England’s battles. 

By flow degrees, and by the gentle treatment we 
received under two aufpicious reign9, we grew able 
to live without running in debt. Our abfentees 
were but few, we had great indulgence in trade, a 
conliderable fhare in employments of church and 
Rate ; and, while the fhort leafes continued, which 
were let fome years after the war ended, tenants 
paid their rents with eafe and cheerfulnefs, to the 
great regret of their landlords, who had taken up 
a fpirit of opprtflion that is not eafy removed. And 
although, in tlufe fhort leafes, the rent was gra¬ 
dually to increaf after fhort periods ; yet, as foon 
as the term elapfed, the land was let to the highefl 
bidder, moft commonly without the leaft effectual 
claufe for building or planting. Yet by many ad¬ 
vantages, which this ifland then pofleffed, and hath 
fince utterly loft, the rents of lands ftill grew high¬ 
er upon every leafe that expired, till they have ar¬ 
rived at the prefent exorbitance : when the frog, 
overfwelling hitnfelf, burft at laft 

With the price of land, of neceffity rofe that of 
corn and cattle, and all other commodities that far¬ 
mers deal in : Hence likewife, obvioufly, the price of 
all goods and manufactures among Oiopkeepers, the 
wages of fervants, and hire of labourers. But, 
although our miferies came on faff, with neither 
trade nor money left, yet, neither will the landlord 
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abate in his rent, nor can the tenant abate in the 
price of what that rent muft be paid with, nor any 
fhopkeeper, tradefman, or labourer, live at lower 
expence, for food and cloathing, than he did before. 

I have been the larger upon this firft head, be- 
caule the fame obfervations will clear up and 
ftrengthen a good deal of what I lhall affim upon 
the reft. 

T he fecond IVIaxim of thofe who reafon upon 
trade and government, is to aflert, that low inte- 
reft is a certain ftgn of great plenty of money in a 
nation, for which, as in many other articles, they 
produce the examples of Holland and lingland. 
But, with relation to Ireland, this Maxim is° like- 
wife entirely falfe. 

There are two reafons for the lownefs of intereft 
in any country. Firft, that which is ufually alledg* 
cd, the great plenty of fpecie; and this is obvious. 
The fecond is the want of trade, which feldom falls 
under common obfervation, although it be equally 
true. For, where trade is altogether dilcouraged, 
there are few borrowers. In thofe countries where 
ipen can employ a large ftock, the young merchant, 
whofc fortune may be four or five hundred pounds, 
will venture to borrow as much more, and can af¬ 
ford a reafonable intereft. Neither is it eafy at this 
day to find many of thofe, whofe buhnels reaches 
to employ even fo inconfiderable a fum, except a- 
mong the importers of wine ; who, as they have 
molt part of the prefent trade in thefe parts of Ire¬ 
land in their hands, fo they are the moft exorbitant, 
cxa&ing, fradulent dealers that ever trafficked in 
any nation, and are making all poffible Ipctd to 
ruin both themfelvts and the nation. 

From this defeat of gentlemens not knowing how 
to difpofe of their ready money, arifetk the high 
purchafe of lands, which in all other countries is 
reckoned a ftgn of wealth. For, the frugal fquires, 
who live below their incomes, have no other way 
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to difpofe of their i'avings but by mortgage or pur- 
cha/e, by which the rates of land mult naturally 
increafe ; and, if this trade continues long under 
the uncertainty of rents, the landed men of ready 
money will find it more for their advantage to fend 
their cafli to England, and place it in the funds ; 
which I myfelf am determined to do, the firft con- 
ftderable fum I ftiall be mafter of. 

It hath likewife been a maxim among politicians, 
that the great increafe of buildings in the metro¬ 
polis argues a flourifhing date. But this, I confefs, 
liath been controlled, from the example of Lon¬ 
don ; where, by the long and annual parliamentary 
ieftions, fuch a number of fenators, with their fa¬ 
milies, friends, adherents, and expedhmts, draw 
fuch prodigious numbers to that city, that the old 
hofpiiable cuftom of lords and gentlemen living in. 
their ancient feats, among their tenants, is almoft 
loft in England ; is laughed out of doors ; in fo 
much that, in the middle of fummer, a legal Houfe 
of Lords and Commons might be brought in a few 
liours to London, from their country villas within 
twelve miles round. 

The cafe in Ireland is yet fomewhat worfe : For 
the abfentees of great eftates, who, if they lived 
at home, would have many rich retainers in their 
neighbourhoods, having learned to rack their lands, 
and ihorten their leafes, as much as any refiding 
i quire ; and the few remaining of thefe latter, hav^ 
ing fome vain hope of employments for themfelves 
or their children, and dilcouraged by the be^garli- 
nels and thievery of their own miferable farmers 
and cottagers, or lcduced by the vanity of their 
wives, on pretence of their children’s education, 
(whereof the fruits arc fo apparent) together with 
tha. moft wonderful and yet more unaccountable 
zeal for a feat in their aftembly, though at lome 
years purchafe for their whole eftates. Thefe, and 
lome other motives better let pafs, have drawn fuch 
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a concourfe to this beggarly city, that the dealers 
of the leveral branches of building have found out 
all the commodious and inviting places for eredling 
new houfes, while fifteen hundred of the old ones, 
which is a feventh part of the whole city, are faid 
to be left uninhabited, and falling to ruin. Their 
method is the fame with that which was firfl intro¬ 
duced by Dr. Barebone at London who died a 
bankrupt. The mafon, the bricklayer, the car¬ 
penter, the flater, and the glazier, take a lot of 
ground, club to build one or more houfes, unite 
their credit, their flock, and their money, and, 
when their work is finifhed, fell it to the beft ad¬ 
vantage they can. But, as it often happens, and 
more every day, that their fund will not anfwer 
half their defign, they are forced to underfell it at 
the firfl flory, and are all reduced to beggary. In 
fo much that I know a certain fanatic brewer 
who is reported to have fome hundreds of houfes 
in this town, is faid to have purchafed the greater 
part of them at half value from ruined undertakers, 
hath intelligence of all new houfes where the finifh- 
mg is at a fland, takes advantage of the builder’s 
diflrefs, and, by the advantage of ready money, 
gets fifty percent, at leaf!: for his bargain. 

It is another undifputed maxim in government, 
that people are the riches of a nation ; which is fo 
univerfally granted, that it will be hardly pardona¬ 
ble to bring it in doubt. And I will grant it to be 
fo far true, even in this ifland, that, if we had the 
African cuflom, or privilege, of felling our ufelefs 
bodies for flaves to foreigners, it would be the moft 
ufeful branch of our trade, by ridding us of a moft 
inlupportable burden, and bringing us money in 
their ftead. But, in our prefent fituation, at leaft, 
five children in fix who are born ly a dead weight 
upon us for want of employment. And a very 
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fkilful computer allured me, that above one half oG 
the fouls in this kingdom fupported themfelves by 
k e Sg in g and thievery, whereof two thirds would be 
able to get their bread In any other country upon 
Garth. Trade is the only incitement to labour : 
Where that fails, the poorer native muffc either beg, 
fleal, or ftarve, or be forced to quit his country, 
Xhis hath made me often wifli, for fome years pall, 
that, inftead of difcouraging our people from feek- 
ing foreign foil, that the public would rather pay 
for tranfporting all our unneceflary mortals,, whe¬ 
ther Papills or Proteftants, to America, as draw¬ 
backs are fometimes allowed for exporting commo¬ 
dities where a nation is overftocked. I confefs mv- 
felf to be touched with a very fenfible pleafure, 
when I hear of a mortality in any country parifh 
or village, where the wretches are forced to pay for 
a filthy cabbin and two ridges of potatoes treble the 
worth, brought up to Real or beg, for want of 
w 01 k ; to whom death would be the beft thing to 
be wiflied for, on account both of themfelves and 
the public. 

Among all taxes impofed by the legiflature, thofe 
upon luxury are univerfally allowed to be the moft 
equitable and beneficial to the fubjeft ; and the 
commoneft reafoner on goverment might fill a vo- 
lunie with arguments on the fubjeft. Yet here 
again, by the fingular fate of Ireland, this maxim 
is uttei ly faife \ and the putting it in prafkice may- 
have fuch a pernicious confequence, as I certainly 
believe the thoughts of the propofers were not able 
to reach. 

The miferies we fuf&r by our abfentees are of a 
far more exteniive nature than feems to be com¬ 
monly underftood. I muft vindicate mvfelf to the 
reader fo far as to declare folemnly, that what I 
lhuil fay of thole lords and Iquires, does not arife 
tioni the leaf! regard I have for their underhand^ 
in S s > their virtues, or their perfons. For, although 
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I have not the honour of the leaft acquaintance 
with any one among them, (my ambition not foar- 
ing fo high), yet I am too good a witnefs of the 
iltuation they have been in for thirty years paft, the 
veneration paid them by the people, the high efteem 
they are in among the prime nobility and gentry, 
the particular marks of favour and diftindtion they 
receive from the court: The weight and coofe- 
quence of their intereft, added to their great zeal 
and applicatton for preventing any hardlhips their 
country might fuffer from England, wifely confi- 
dering that their own fortunes and honours were 
embarked ;in the fame bottom. 
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Doing GOOD: 


S E R M O N, 

On the Occafion of WOOD’s Project. 
Written in the Year m.dcc.xxiv. 

OXaXxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXV^vvvvv-% 

Galatians, vi. io. 

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do Good 
unto all men. 

N A '“" direfts every one of us, and God per- 
mits us, to confult our own private good be¬ 
fore the private good of any other perfon whatfo- 
ever. We are, indeed, commanded to love our 
neighbour as ourfelves, but not as well as ourfelves. 
I he love we have for ourfelves is to be the pattern 
ot that love we ought to have towards our neigh¬ 
bour : But, as the copy doth not equal the original, 
1 ° my neighbour cannot think it hard, if I prefer 
myfelf, who am the original, before him who is only 
the copy. Thus, if any matter equally concern the 
lire, the reputation, the profit of my neighbour 
and my own ; the law of nature, which is the law 
of Ood, obligeth me to take care of myfelf firft, and 
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afterwards of him. And this I need not be at much 
pa-ins in perfuading you to ; for the want of felf- 
love, with regard to things of this world, is not a- 
mong the faults of mankind. But then, on the o- 
thjer fide, if. by a fmall hurt and lofs to myfelf, I 
can procure a great good to my neighbour, in that 
cafe his imereti: is to be preferred. For example, if 
3 can be fure of faving his life, without great dan¬ 
ger to my own ; if I can preferve him from being 
undone, without ruining myfelf, or recovering his 
reputation without blafting mine ; all this I am 
obliged to do : And, if I flncerely perform it, I 
<1 then obey the command of God, in loving my 
neighbour as myfelf. 

But befide this love we owe to every man in his 
particular capacity under the title of our neighbour, 
there is yet a duty of more large extenfive nature 
incumbent on us ; which is our love to our neigh¬ 
bour in his public capacity, as he is a member of 
that great body the commonwealth, under the 
fame government with ourfelves,; and this is ufual- 
ly called love of the public, and is a duty to which, 
we are more ftri&ly obliged than even that of 
loving ourlelves ; becaufe therein ourfelves are alfo 
contained, as well as all our neighbours, in one great 
body. This love of the public, or of the common¬ 
wealth, or love of our country, was in ancient times 
properly known by the name of virtue ; becaufe it 
was the greateft of all virtues, and was fuppofed to 
contain all virtues in it : And many great examples 
of this virtue are left us on record, fcarcely to be 
believed, or even conceived, in inch a bale, cor¬ 
rupted, wicked age as this we live In. In thofe 
times it was common for men to facrifice their 
lives for the good of their country, although they 
•had neither hope or belief of future rewards; 
whereas, in our days, very few make the leaft 
fern pie of facrificing a whole nation, as well a$ 
their own fouls, for a little prefent gain: which 
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©ften hath been known to end in their own 
ruin in this world, as it certainlly muft in that to 
come. 

Have we not feen men, for the fake of fome 
petty employment, give up the very natural rights 
and liberties of their country, and of mankind, 
in the ruin of which themfelves muft at laft 
be involved ? Are not thefe corruptions gotten a- 
mong the meaneft of our people, who, for a piece 
of money, will give their votes at a venture, for 
the difpofal of their own lives and fortunes, with¬ 
out confidering whether it be to thofe who are moft 
likely to betray or defend them l 

But, if I were to produce only one inftrance of a 
hundred wherein we fail in this duty of loving our 
country, it would be an endlefs labour ; and there¬ 
fore I lhall not attempt it. 

But here I would not be mifunderftood : By the 
love of our country, I do not mean loyally to our 
king, for that is a duty of another nature ; and a man 
may be very loyal, in the common fenfe of the 
word, without one grain of public good at his 
heart, witnefs this very kingdom we live in. I ve¬ 
rily believe, that, fince the beginning of the world, 
no nation upon earth ever lhewed (all circum- 
ftances confidered) fuch high conftant marks of 
loyalty in all their actions and behaviour as we have 
done : And at the fame time, no people ever ap¬ 
peared more utterly void of what is called a public 
fpirit. When I fay the people, I mean the bulk or 
mal's of the people, for I have nothing to do with 
thofe in power. 

1 herefore, I fhall think my time not ill fpent, if 
I can perfuade molt or all of you who hear me, to 
fhew the love you have for your country, by en¬ 
deavouring, in your feveral ftations, to do all the 
public good you are able. For I am certainly per- 
iuaded, that all our misfortunes arife from no o- 
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ther original caufe than that general difregard a- 
mong us to the public welfare. 

I therefore undertake to fhew you three things. 

Firjl> That there are few people fo weak or mean* 
who have it not fometimes in their power to be ufe- 
ful to the public. 

Secondly, That it is often in the power of the 
meanell among mankind to do mifehief to the 
public. 

And lojlly. That all wilful injuries done to the 
public are very great and aggravated tins in the 
light of God. 

Firjl, There are few people fo weak or mean, 
who have it not fometimes in their power fo beufe- 
ful to the public. 

Solomon tells us of a poor wife man who faved a 
city by his counfel. It hath often happened, that 
a private foldier, by fome unexpected brave attempt, 
hath been inftrumental in obtaining a great vi&ory. 
How many obfeure men have been authors of very 
uleful inventions, whereof the world now reaps the 
benefit ? The very example of honefty and induttry 
in a poor traddman will fometimes ipread through 
a neighbourhood, when others fee how fuccefsful 
he is; and thus fo many ufeful members are rain¬ 
ed, for which the whole body of the public is the 
better. Whoever is blefled with a true public fpi- 
rit, God will certainly put it into his way to make 
ule of that blefting, for the ends it was given him, 
by fome means or other: And therefore, it hath 
been obferved in mod ages, that the greateft ac- 
„ tions, for the benefit of the commonwealth, have 
been performed by the wifdom or courage, the 
contrivance or induftry of particular men, and not 
of numbeis ; and that the lafety of a kingdomhath 
often been owing to thofe hands from whence it 
was leaft expeCted. 

But, Secondly, it is often in the power of the 
meaneft among mankind to do mifehief to the 

public : 






A SERMON. 


l 53 


public: And hence arife moft of thofe miferics 
with which the ftates and kingdoms of the earth 
are infefted. How many great princes have been 
murdered by the meaneft ruffians ? The weakeft 
hand can open a flood-gate to drown a country, 
which a thoufand of the ftrongeft cannot flop. 
Thofe who have thrown off all regard for public 
good, will often have it in their way to do public 
evil, and will not fail to exercife that power when¬ 
ever they can. The greateft blow given of late to 
this kingdom, was by the difhoneft'y of a few ma¬ 
nufacturers ; who, by impofing bad ware at fo- 
reign maikets, in almofl the only traffic permitted 
to us, did half ruin that trade ; by which this poor 
unhappy kingdom now fuffers in the midfl of fuf- 
ferings. I fpeak not here of perfons in high fta- 
■tjons, who ought to be free from from all reflec¬ 
tion, and are fuppofed always to intend the wel¬ 
fare of the community : But we now find by ex¬ 
perience, that the meaneft inftrument may, by the 
concurrence of accidents, have it in his power to 
bring a whole kingdom to the very brink of de 
ftruCtion, and is at this prefent endeavouring to fi 
nifli his work; and hath agents among ourfelves 
who are contented to fee their own country un 
done, to be ftnall fharers in that iniquitous gain, 
which at laft muft end in their own ruin as well as 
ours. I confefs, it was chiefly the conftderation of 
that great danger we are in, which engaged me to 
cnfcourfe to you on this fubje£t; to exhort vou to 
a love of your country, and a public fpirit, when 
all you have is at flake; to prefer the intereft of 
your Prince aud your fellow-fubjeGs before that of 
one deftruaive impoftor, and a few of his adherents 
Perhaps it may be thought by fome, that this 
way of difcourfing is not fo proper for the pulpit. 
But furely, when an open attempt is made, and far 
carried on, to make a great kingdom one large 
poor-houfe, to deprive us of all means to exer- 
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cife hofpitality or charity, to turn our cities and 
churches into ruins, to make the country a defert 
for wild hearts and robbers, to dertroy all arts and 
fciences, all trades and manufactures, and the very 
tillage of the ground, only to enrich one obfcure ill 
defigning projector, and his followers; it is time 
for the paftor to cry out that the wolf is getting in¬ 
to his flock, to warn them to ftand together, and 
all to confult the common fafety. And God be 
praifed for his infinite goodnefs in railing fuch a 
fpirit of union among us, at leaft in this point, in 
the midft of all our former divifions; which 
union, if it continue, will in all probability, defeat 
the pernicious defign of this peftilent enemy to the 
nation. 

But, from hence, it clearly follows how necef- 
fary the love of our country, or a public fpirit, is 
in every particular man, fince the wicked have fo 
many opportunites of doing public mifchief. Eve¬ 
ry man is upon his own guard for his private ad¬ 
vantage ; but, where the public is concerned, he is 
apt to be negligent, confidering himfelf only as one 
among two or three millions, among whom the lofs 
is equally lhared, and thus, he thinks, he can be 
no great fufferer. Meanwhile the trader, the far¬ 
mer, and the fhopkeeper, complain of the hard- 
nefs and deadnefs of the times, and wonder 
whence it comes ; while it is, in a great meafure, 
owing to their own folly, for want of that love of 
their country, and public fpirit and firm union a- 
mong themfelves, which are fo neceflary to the 
profperity of every nation. 

Another method by which the meaneft wicked 
man may have it in his power to injure the public, 
is falfe accufation, whereof this kingdom hath af¬ 
forded too many examples : Neither is it long 
fince no man, whofe opinions were thought to 
differ from tliofe in fafhion, could fafely converfe 
beyond his neareft friends, for fear of being fworn 
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againd, as a traitor, by thofe who made a traffic of 
perjury and fubornation ; by which the very peace 
of the nation was didurbed, and men fled from 
each other as they would from a lion or a bear got 
loofe. And, it is very remarkable, that the perni¬ 
cious project now in hand to reduce us to beggary, 
was forwarded by one of thefe falle accufers, who 
had been convicted of endeavouring, by perjury 
and fubornation, to take away the lives of feveral 
innocent perfons here among us ; and, indeed, 
there could not be a more proper inftrument for 
fuch a work. 

Another method, by which the meaned people 
may do injury to the public, is the fpreading of 
lies and falfe rumours, thus railing a diftruft among 
the people of a nation, cauling them to miftuke 
their true intered, and their enemies for their 
friends : And this hath been likewife too fuccefsful 
a pradlice among us, where we have known the 
whole kingdom milled by the grofled lies, raifed 
upon occalion to ferve fome particular turn. As 
it hath alfo happened in the cafe I lately mention¬ 
ed, where one obfcure man, by reprefenting our 
wants where they were lead; and concealing them 
where they were greateft, had almod lucceeded in 
a projeft of utterly ruining this whole kingdom ; 
and may ftill fucceed, if God doth not continue 
that public fpirit, which he hath almod miracul- 
oully kindled in us upon this occalion. 

Thus we fee the public is many times, as it were, 
at the mercy of the meanefl inftrument, who can 
be wicked enough to watch opportunities of doing 
it mifehief, upon the principles of avarice or ma¬ 
lice ; which, I am afraid, are deeply rooted in too 
many breads, and againd which there can be no 
defence, but a firm relolution in all honed men, 
to be clofely united and active in (hewing their love 
to their country, by preferring the public intered 
to their prefent private advantage. If a pafleuger, 
U 2 in 
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in a great ftorm at Tea, fhould hide his goods that 
they might not be thrown over-board to lighten the 
f hip, what would-be the confequence ? The Ihip 
-a away, and he Iofes his life and goods toge- 

We have heard of men, who, through greedi- 
nefs of gam, have brought infefted goods into * 
nation, which bred a plague, whereof the owners 
ana their families perifhed firft. Let thofe among 
us conl.der this and tremble, whofe houfes are pri- 
vately ftored with thofe materials of beggary and 
defolation, lately brought over to be fcattered like 
peftilence among their countrymen, which may 
prooably firft feize upon themfelves and their fa- 
milies, until their houfes fhall be made a dunghill. 

I fhall mention one practice more, by which the 
meaneftinftruments often fucceed in doing public 
mifchief; and this is by deceiving us with plaufiblc 
arguments, to make us believe that the moft ruin¬ 
ous projeft they can offer is intended for our good 
as it happened m the cafe fo often mentioned. For 
the poor ignorant people, allured by the appearing 
convenience in their fmall dealings, did not difeo- 

Jwr ’ 6 [ erpent ln ' he brafs > but were ready, like 
thelli aehtes, to ofter incenfe to it; neither could 
the wifdom of the nation convince them, un- 
ul orae, of good intentions made the cheat fo plain 
m then light, that thofe who run may read. And 

ihTpJri 80 W3S l ° trCat US ’ in e * ei 7 P^t, as 
e hihftmes treated Samfon ; (I mean v/hen he 

was betrayed byDalilah) firft to put out our eyes, 
and then bind us with fetters of brafs. X 

I proceed to the laft thing I propofed, which was 
tofhewyou, that all wilful injuries done to the 

fight C of r GoT y 8rCat and agS^ated fins in the 

DV//, It is apparent from Scripture, and moft 
agreeable to realon, that the fafety and welfare of 

nations 
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nations are under the moft peculiar care of God’s 
providence. 

Thus he promifed Abraham to fave Sodom, if 
only ten righteous men could be found in it. Thus 
the reafon which God gave to Jonas for not de- 
ftroying Nineveh was, becaufe there were fix-fcore 
thoufand men in that city. 

All government is from God, who is the God of 
order, and therefore whoever attempts to breed 
confufion dr difturbance among a people, doth his 
utmoft to take the government of the world out of 
God’s hands, and to put it into the hands of the 
devil, who is the author of confufion. By which 
it is plain, that no crime, how heinous foever, 
committed againft particular perfons, can equal the 
guilt of him who does injury to the public 

Secondly , All offenders again if their country lie 
under this grievous difficulty, that it is next to im- 
poffible to obtain a pardon, or make reftitution. 
The bulk of mankind are very quick at refenting 
injuries, and very flow in forgiving them : And 
how fhall one man be able to obtain the pardon of 
millions, or repair the injuries he hath done to 
millions ? How fhall thofe, who, by a moft de- 
ftructive fraud, got the whole wealth of our neigh¬ 
bouring kingdom into their hands, be ever able to 
make a recompence ? IIow will the authors and 
promoters of that villainous projedf, for the ruin 
of this poor country, he able to account with us 
for the injuries th^y have already done, although 
they fhould no farther fucceed ? The deplorable 
cafe of fuch wretches, muft entirely be left to die 
unfathomable mercies of Gnd : For thofe who 
know the leaft in religion are not ignorant that, 
without our utmoft endeavours to make reftitu- 
tion to the per on injured, and to obtain his par¬ 
don, added to a fincere repentance, there is no 
hope of lalvation given in the gofpel. 

Laftly, 
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Laflly^ All offences againft our own country 
have this aggravation, that they are ungrate¬ 
ful and unnatural. It is to our country we 
owe thofe laws which protect us in our lives, our 
liberties, our properties, and our religion. Our 
country produced us into the world, and continues 
to nourifh us, fo that it is ufually called our mo¬ 
ther ; and there have been examples of great ma- 
giftrates, who have put their own children to 
death for endeavouring to betray their country, 
as if they had attempted the life of their natural 
parent. 

Thus I have briefly fhewn you how terrible a fin 
it is to be an enemy to our country, in order to 
incite you to the contrary virtue, which at this 
juncture is fo highly necefl'ary, when every man's 
endeavour will be of ufe. We have hitherto been 
juft able to fupport ourfelves under many hard- 
fhips ; but now the axe is laid to the root of the 
tree, and nothing but a firm union among us can 
prevent our utter undoing This we are obliged to, 
in duty to our gracious King, as well as to our¬ 
felves. Let us therefore prelerve that public fpirit, 
which God hath raifed in us for our own temporal 
intereft. For, if this wicked project fhould fucceed, 
which it cannot do but by cur own folly ; if wc 
fell ourfelves for nought ; the merchant, the 
fhop-keeper, the artificer, muft fly to the defert 
with their miferable families, there to ftarve or 
live upon rapine, or at leaft exchange their coun¬ 
try for one more hofpitabie than that where they 
were born. 

Ihus much I thought it my duty to fay to you, 
who are under my care, to warn you againft thofe 
temporal evils, which may draw the worft of fpi- 
rituai evils after them; fuch as heartburnings, 
murmurings, difeontents, and all manner of wic- 
kednefs which a defperate condition of life may 
tempt men to. 

I am 
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I am fenfible that what I have now faid will not 
go very far, being confined to this affemblv ; bur I 
hope it mavftir up others of my brethren to exhort 
their feveral congregations, after a more effectual 
manner, to fhew their love for their country on 
this important occafion. And this, I am lure, 
cannot be called meddling in affairs of ftate. 

I pray God protect his moft gracious Maief- 
tv, and this kingdom, long under his government, 
and defend us from all ruinous projectors, deceivers, 
fuborners, perjurers, falfe accufers, and oppreffors • 
from the virulence of party and faCtion : and unite 
us in loyalty to our King, love to our country, and 
charity to each c ter. And this we beg for Tefus 
Chrift his fake : To whom, i:c. 
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PROPOSAL 


THAT 


All the Ladies and Women of IRELAND 
fhould appear conftantly in IR.1SH Manu¬ 
factures. 

Written in the Year 1729. 


'HERE was a treatife written about nine years 


J- ago, to perfuade the people of Ireland to wear 
their own manufactures *. This treatife was allow¬ 
ed to have not one fyllable in it of party or diffaf- 
fedtion, but was wholly founded upon the growing 
poverty of the nation, occafionedb.y the utter want 
of trade in every branch, except that ruinous im¬ 
portation of ail foreign extravagancies from other 
countries. This treatife was prefented, by the 
Grand-jury of the city and county of Dublin, as a 
fcandalous, feditious, and factious pamphlet. I 
forget who was the foreman of the city grand-jury, 
but the foreman for the county was one Dr. beal, 
regifrer to the Archbifhop of Dublin, wherein he 
differed much from the fentiments of his Lord. 
The printer was tried before the late Mr. Whitch- 
et, that famous Lord Chief-Juftice; who, on the 


* See Vol. I IT. 


bench 
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J™ 11 :. ^- y ! ng . his hand on his heart, declared 
TndLd‘ S a H r UOn u hat the author was ’» Jacobite 

nafions In thV m d?' betw «n the two 

.... ■ n lhe mi dd of this profecution, about 

50 a weavers were forced to bee their bread ;ln \ 
had a general contribution mad S e for their Lr r 

a W nd C ^ Uft t0 make drunk W- 

3 nd then they were fnrr^H , CCK 9 

ftroling beggars or to leave the kingdom? 8 ^ 3 ’ " 
The Duke of Grafton, who wa then Lieufr 
nant, being perfedtly aihamed of fo infamous and* 
unpopular a proceeding, obtained from England a 

had & qm K f ° r , thC Printcr ‘ Yet 'he Grand Jury 
of State ma S ' V6Q them from ^e Secretary 

J^TL hh (P erh aps too much for- 

fheW h ° W dangerous it hath been for 
the beft meaning perfon to write one fyllable in the 

And, to prove this truth, I will produce one in- 

S?TW rC; W 5° U . 7 otnitt,n g the famous cafe of 
theDrapier, and the proclamation again* him as 

fame^Mr ^Whltchet*^ anot h* r jury again* the 
the Li d Wh hCt ’ who was violently bent to aft 
the lecond part in another feene. 

About two years ago there was a fmall paper 

v '%W . r i Jin r ™>fthhL. 

Lt l d ’ rcla in g the feveral caufes whereby 

? ! C °i Un wi m f 7 grOW rich > a nd applying them to 
Ireland. Whichct was dead, annd cSn.equemly the 

s r,rL ot r ubied -. the Uf 

s&sassr* for ° nst,t 1 kn °”’ a,e 


* See Vol, IU. 
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This is our cafe ; inforrmch, that, although I am 
often without money in my pocket, I dare not own 
it in fome company, for fear of being thought 
difafft< 5 led. 

But fince I am determined to take care, that the 
author of this paper fhall not be difcovered, (fol¬ 
lowing herein the moft prudent practice of the 
Drapier) I will venture to affirm, that the three 
lealons wherein our corn hath mifcarritd, did no 
more contribute to our prefent mifery, than one 
ipoonful of water thrown upon a rat already 
drowned would contribute to his death ; and that 
the prefent plentiful harveft, although it fhould be 
followed by a dozen enfuing, would no more re- 
ftore us; than it would the rat aforefaid to put him 
near the fire, which might indeed warm his fur- 
coat, but never bring him back to Mfe. 

The IhoFt of the matter is this : The diftrefJes of 
the kingdom are operating more and more every 
day, by very large degrees, and fo have been doing 
for above a dozen years paft. 

If you demand from whence thefe diftrefles have 
arilen, I defire to afk the following queftion : 

If two thirds of any kingdom’s revenue be ex¬ 
ported to another country, without one farthing: 
of value in return, and if the faid* kingdom be for¬ 
bidden the moft profitable branches of trade where¬ 
in to employ the other third, and only allowed to 
traffic in importing thofe commodities which are 
moft ruinous to itfelf, how fhall that kingdom 
ftand ? 

If this queftion were formed into the firft pro- 
pofition of an hypothetical fyllogifm, I defy the 
man born in Ireland, who is now in the faireft 
way of getting a colleftorfhip, or a cornet’s poft, 
to give a good reafon for denying it. 

Let me put another cafe. Suppofe a gentleman’s 
eftate of 200 1. a year fhould fink to one hundred, 
by fome accident, whether by an earthquake or 

inundation 
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inundation it matters not, and fuppofe the faid 
gentleman utterly hopelefs and unqualified ever to 
retrieve the lofs; how is he otherwife to proceed 
hi his future oeconomy, than by reducing it in eve¬ 
ry article to one half lefs, unleis he will be content 
to fly his country, or rot in jail r This is a repre- 
fentation of Ireland’s condition, only with one 
fault, that it is a little too favourable. Neither am 
I able to propofe a full remedy for this, that fhali 
ever be granted, but only a lmall prolongation of 
life, until God fhall miraculoufly difpofe the hearts 
of our neighbours, our kinfmen, our fellow Pro- 
teftants, fellow fubje&s and fellow rational crea¬ 
tures, to permit us to ftarve, without running fur¬ 
ther in debt. I am informed that our national 
debt (and God knows how we wretches came by 
that fafhionable thing a national debt) is about 
250,000 1.; which is, at leaft, one third of the 
whole kingdom’s rents, after our abfcntees and o- 
ther foreign drains are paid, and about 50,000 1. 
more than all the cafh* 

It feems there are feveral fchemes for railing a 
.fund to pay the intereft of this formidable fum, 
(not the principal, for this is allowed impoflible.) 
The neceflicy of railing fuch a fund is ftrongly and 
regularly pleaded from the late deficiencies in the 
duties and cuftoms. And is it the fault of Ireland 
that thefe funds are deficient ? If they depend on 
trade can it poflibly be otherwife, while we have 
neither liberty to trade, nor money to trade with ; 
neither hands to work, nor bufinefs to employ 
them, if we had? Our difeafes are vifible e- 
nough, both in their caufes and effetfs; and 
the cures are well known, but impoflible to be 
applied. 

If my fteward comes and tells me, that my rents 
are funk lb low, that they are very little more than 
fuiTicient to pay mv feryants their wages, haye I a 
ny other courfe left, than to cafhier four in fix of 
X 2 my 
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my rafcally footmen, and a number of other var- 
lets in my family, of whole infolence the whole 
neighbourhood complains. And I Ihould think it 
extremely fevere in any law, to force me to main¬ 
tain a houfehold of fifty feryants, and fix their 
wages, before I had offered my rent-roll upon oath 
to the legiflators. 

To return from digrefling : I am told one fcheme 
for railing a fund to pay the interefl: of our na¬ 
tional debt, is by a further duty of forty (hillings 
a-ton upon wine. Some gentlemen would carry 
this matter much further, by railing it to twelve 
pounds; which, in a manner, would amount to a 
prohibition. Thus weakly arguing from the prac¬ 
tice of England. 

I have often taken notice, both in print and in 
difeourfe, that their is no topic 16 fallacious, either 
in talk or in writing, as to argue how we ought to 
act in Ireland, from the example of England, 
Holland, France, or any other country, whofe 
inhabitants are allowed the common rights and li¬ 
berties of human kind. I could undertake to name 
fix or feven of the molt uncontrouled maxims in 
government, which are utterly falfe in this king¬ 
dom. 6 

As to the additional duty on wine, I think any 
perfon may deliver his opinion upon it, until it /hall 
have palled into a law; and, till then, I declare 
mine to be pofitively againft it. 

Firjl, Becaufe there is no nation yet known, in ei¬ 
ther hemifphere, where the people of all conditions 
are more in want of fome cordial to keep up their fpi- 
l its, than in this of ours I am not in jell ; and, if 
the fa& will not be allowed me, I (hail notargue it. 

Secondly , It is too well and generall known, that 
this tax of forty fhillings additional on every tun of 
wine (which will be double at leaft to the home 
confumer) will increafe equally every new feffion 

of 
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«f parliament, until perhaps it comes to twelve 
pounds. 

Thirdly , Becaufe, as the merchants informed me, 
and as I have known many the like inftances in 
England, this additional tax will more probably 
leffen this branch of the revenue, than increafe it. 
And therefore, Sir John Stanley, a commiffioner 
of the cuftoms, in England, uled to fay. That the 
Houle of Commons were generally miftaken in 
matters of trade, by an erroneous opinion that two 
and two make four. Thus, if you fhould lay an 
additional duty of one penny a pound on raifins or 
fugar, the revenue, inftead of riling, would cer¬ 
tainly fink: And the confequence would only be, 
to leffen the number of plumb-puddings, and ruin 
the confectioner. 

Fourthly , I am likewi r e affured by merchants, 
that, upon this additional forty {hillings the 
French will at leaft equally raife their duties upon 
all commodities we export thither, 

Fifthly , If an original exiraCt of the exports and 
imports be true, we have been gainers upon the 
balance by our trade with France for feverai years 
paft; and, although our gain amounts to no great 
fum, we ought to be fatisfied, fince we are no lo- 
fers, with the only confolauon we are capable of 
receiving. 

Lajlly , The worft confequence is behind. If we 
raife the duty on wine to a conllderable height, we 
lofe the only hold we have of keeping among us 
the few gentlemen of any tolerable eftates. I am 
confident, there is hardly a gentleman of eight hun¬ 
dred pounds a year and upwards, in this kingdom, 
who would balance half an hour to confider whe¬ 
ther he fhould live here or in England, if a family 
could be as cheaply maintained in the one as the 
other. As to eatables, they are as cheap in 
many fine counties of England, as in fome very 
indifferent ones here; or, if there be any differ¬ 
ence 






1*6 PROPOSAL that the LADIES 

cnce, that vein of thrift, and prudence in cecono- 
*iv, which paffes there without reproach, (and 
chiefly in London itfclf) would amply make up the 
difteience. But the article of French wine is hard¬ 
ly tolerable, in any degree ot plenty, to a middling 
foitune . And this is it, which, by growing ha¬ 
bitual, wholly turns the fcale with thole few landed 
men difengaged from employments, who content 
themfelves to live hofpitably with plenty of good 
wine in their own country, rather than in penury 
and obfcurity in another, with bad, or with none 
at all. 

Having therefore, as far as in me lies, aboliflied 
this additional duty upon wine ; for I am not un¬ 
der the leafl: concern about paying the intereft of 
the national debt, but leave it, as in loyaltv bound, 
wholely to the wifdom of the honourable Houle of 
Commons: I come now to conflder by what me¬ 
thods we may be able to put off, and delay our ut¬ 
ter undoing as long as it is pofllble. 

I never have dilcourled any reafonable man up- 
on this fubject, who did not allow that there was 
no temedy left us, but to leflen the importation of 
all unneeeffary commodities, as much as it was 
poffible ; and likewife, either to perfuade our ab- 
lentees to Ipend their money at home, which is im- 
polfible, or tax them at five {Hillings in the pound 
duiing their abfence, with fuch allowances, upon 
neceflary occafions, as it fhall be thought conve¬ 
nient; or, by permitting us a free trade, which 
is denied to no other nation upon earth. The 
three Lift methods are treated by Mr. Prior, in 
his moft ufcful treatife, added to his lift of ’ab- 
lentees. 

It is to gratify the vanity and pride, and luxury 
or the women, and of the young fops who admirer 
them, that we owe this inlupportable grievance of 
wringing in the inftruments of our ruin. There 
is annually brought over to this kingdom, near 

ninety 
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r inety thoufand pounds worth of filk, whereof the 
greater part is manufactured ; Thirty thoufand 
pounds more is expended in muftin, holland, 
cambric, and callicoe. What the price of lace a- 
mounts to, is not eafy to be collected from the 
cuftomhoufe book, being a kind of goods that 
takes up little room, and is eafily run ; but, conft- 
dering the prodigious price of a woman’s head- 
drefs, at ten, twelve, twenty pounds a yard, mull 
be very great. The tea, rated at feven Ihillings 
per pound, comes to near twelve thoufand pounds; 
but, conftdering it is the common luxury of every 
chambermaid, fempftrefs, and tradefman’s wife, 
both in town and country, however they come by 
it, mull: needs coft the kingdom double that fum. 
Coffee is fomewhat above 7,000 1. 1 have feen no 

account of chocolate, and fome other Indian or 
American goods. The drapery imported is about 
24,ooo l. The whole amounts (with one or two 
other particulars) to 150,000!. The lavifhing of 
all which money is juft as prudent and neceffary, 
as to fee a man in an embroidered coat begging 
Out of Newgate in an old fhoe. 

I allow that the thrown and raw filk is lefs perni 
cious ; becaufe we have fome fhare in the manufac¬ 
ture ; but we are not now in circumftances to trifle. 
It cofts us above 40,000 1 . a-year: And if the la¬ 
dies, till better times, will not be content to go in 
their own country fhifts, I wifh they may go in 
rags. Let them vie with each other in the finenefs 
of their native linen: Their beauty and gentlenefs 
will as well appear, as if they were covered over 
with diamonds and brocade. 

I believe no man is fo weak, as to hope or ex- 
pe& that fuch a reformation can be brought about 
by a law. Rut a thorough, hearty, unanimous 
vote, in both houfes of parliament, might perhaps 
anfvver as well: Every fenator, noble, or pleteian, 
giving his honour, that neither himfelf, nor any 
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of his family, would, in their drels or furniture 
of their houfes, make ule of any thing except what 
was of the growth and manufaflure of this king¬ 
dom ; and that they would ufe the utmoft of their 
power, influence and credit, to prevail on their 
tenants, dependents, and friends, to follow their 
example. 
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What was faid by the Dean of Sr. Pa¬ 
trick’s to the Lord Mayor and fome of 
the Aldermen, when his Lordfhip came to 
prefent the faid Dean with his Freedom 
in a Gold-Box. 

VTT’HEtf his Lordfhip had faid a few words, and 
** prefented the inftrument, the Dean gently 
put it back, and delired firft to be heard. He laid. 
He was much obliged to his Lordfhip and the city 
for the honour they were going to do him, and 
which, as he was informed, they had long intend¬ 
ed him : That it was true this honour was mingled 
with a little mortification, by the delay which at¬ 
tended it; but which, however, he did not impute 
to his Lordfhip or the city : And that the mortifi* 
cation was the lefs, becaufe he would willingly 
hope the delay was founded on a miftake; for 
which opinion he would tell his reafon. He faid* 
it was well known, that fome time ago, a perfon 
with a tide was pleafed, in two great alTemblies, to 
rattle bitterly fome body without a name, under 
the injurious appellations of a Tory, a Jacobite, an 
enemy to King George, and a libeller of the go¬ 
vernment ; which character, the Dean faid that 
many people thought, was applied to him : But he 
was unwilling to be of that opinion, becaufe the 
perfon who had delivered thofe abufive words had, 
for feveral years, careffed aqd courted, and folli- 
Vol. XII. Y cited 
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cited his friendffiip more than any man in either 
kingdom had ever done ; by inviting him to his 
houfe in town and country, by coming to the 
Deanry often, and calling or fending almoft every 
day when the Dean was flck, with many other par¬ 
ticulars of the fame nature, which continued even 
to a day or two of the time when the laid perfon 
made thole inve&ives in the council and Houfe of 
Loids. Iherefore, that the Dean would by no means 
think thofe fcurrilous words could be intended 
againft him ; becaufe fuch a proceeding would o- 
verthrow all the principles of honour, juftice, reli¬ 
gion, truth, and even common humanity. There¬ 
fore the Dean will endeavour to believe, that the 
laid perfon had fome other objedt in his thoughts, 
and it was only the uncharitable cuftom of the 
■world that applied this charadler to him. However, 
that he would infift on this argument no longer ; 
but one thing he would affirm and declare, without 
affigning any name, or making any exception. 
That, whoever either did or does, or fhall hereaf¬ 
ter at any time, charge him with the character of 
a Jacobite, an enemy to King George, or a libeller 
of the government, the faid accufation was, is, 
and will be falfe, malicious, flanderous, and alto¬ 
gether groundlefs. And, he would take the free¬ 
dom to tell his Lordffiip and the reft that flood by, 
that he had done more fervice to the Hanover- 
title, and more diffirrvice to the Pretender’s caufe, 
than forty thoufand of thofe noify, railing, mali¬ 
cious, empty zealots, to whom nature hath denied 
any talent that could be of ufe to God or their 
country, and left them only the gift of reviling, 
and fpitting their venom, againft all who differ 
from them in their deftru&ive principles both in 
church and ftate That he confefled it was fome- 
tnnes his misfortune to diflike lome things in pub 
lie proceedings in bothjcingdoms, wherein he had 
or .en the honour to agree with wife and good men \ 

but 
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but this did by no means affcdt either his loyalty to 
his Prince, or love to his country. But, on the 
contrary, he proteded, that fuch diflikes never a- 
rofe in him from any other principles, than the 
duty he owed to the King, and his affection to the 
kingdom. That he had been acquainted with 
courts and miniders long enough, and knew too 
well, that the bed: minifters might midake in points 
of great importance ; and that he had the honour 
to know many more able, and at lead, full as ho¬ 
ned as any can be at prefent. The Dean further 
faid, That, fince he had been fo falfely reprefented, 
he thought it became him to give fome account of 
himfelf for above twenty years, if it were only to 
judify his Lordfhip and the city for the honour 
they were going to do him. He related briefly# 
how, merely by his own perfonal credit, without 
other aflidance, and in two journeys at his own 
expence, he had procured a grant of the fird-fruits 
to the clergy, in the late Queen's time ; for which 
he thought he deferved fome gentle treatment from 
his brethren. That, during all the adminidration of 
the faid minidry, he had been a condant advocate 
for thofe who are called the Whigs ; had kept ma¬ 
ny of them in their employments, both in England 
and here, and fome who were afterwards the firfl; 
to lift up their heels againd him. He reflected a 
little upon the fevere treatment he had met with 
upon his return to Ireland after her Majedy’s death, 
and for fome years after. That, being forced to 
live retired, he could think of no better way to do 
public fervice, than by employing all the little mo¬ 
ney he could fave, and lending it, without intered, 
in fmall fums, to poor indudrious tradelmen, 
without examining their party or their faith. And 
God had lo far plealed to blefs his endeavours, 
that his managers tell him he hath recovered a- 
bove two hundred families in this city from ruin, 
and placed mod of them in a comfortable way of 
Y 2 life*, 










* 7 * SUBSTANCE of a SPEECH, 6 c. 

P‘fc. The Dean related how much he had fufferecl 
in his purfe, and with what hazard to his liberty, 
by a mo ft iniquitous judge * ; who, to gratify his 
ambition and rage of party, had condemned an in¬ 
nocent book, written with no worfe a defign, than 
to perfuade the people of this kingdom to wear 
their own manufactures. How the laid judge had 
endeavoured to get a* jury to his mind, but the/ 
proved fo honeft, that he was forced to keep them 
eleven hours, and fend them back nine times, un¬ 
til, at laft, they were compelled to leave the prin¬ 
ter f to the mercy of the court. And the Dean 
tvas forced to procure a noli profequi from a Noble 
Perfon, then Secretary of ftate, who had been his 
old friend. I he Dean then freely confefled himfelf 
to be author of thofe books called the Drapier’s 
Letter r, fpoke gently of the proclamation offering 
300 1. to difcover the writer. He faid. That al¬ 
though a certain perfon was pleafed to mention 
thefe books in a flight manner at a public aflembly, 
yet he (the Dean) had learned to believe, that there 
were ten thoufand to one in the kingdom who dif¬ 
fered from that perfon ; and the people of England,- 
who had ever heard of the matter, as well as in 
France, were all of the fame opinion. The Dean 
mentioned fevcral other particulars, fome of which, 
thofe from whom I had the account, could not re¬ 
coiled;, and others, although of great confequence, 
perhaps his enemies would not allow him. The 
Dean concluded with acknowledging to have ex- 
preded his wifhes, that an infeription might have 
been graven on the box, lhewing fome realon whv 
the city thought fit to do him that honour, which 
was much out of the common forms to a perfon in 
a private llation ; thofe diftindions being ufually 
made only to chief governors, or perfons in veiV 
high employments. 


# See the note Vol. Ill, p, go. 
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THOUGHTS 

O N 


RELIGION. 


T AM in all opinions to believe according to my 
-*■ own impartial reafon; which I am bound to 
inform and improve, as far as my capacity and op¬ 
portunities will permit. 

It may be prudent in me to aft fometimes by o- 
ther mens realon, but I can think only by my own. 

If another man’s reafon fully convinceth me, it 
becomes my own reafon. 

To fay a man is bound to believe, is neither 
truth nor fenfe. 

You may force men, by intereft or punifhmenr, 
to fay or fwear they believe, and to aft as if they 
believed : You can go no further. 

Every man, as a member of the commonwealth, 
ought to be content with the poflcffion of his own 
opinion in private, without perplexing his neigh¬ 
bour, or difturbing the public. 

Violent zeal for truth hath a hundred to one 
odds, to be either petulancy, ambition, or pride. 

There is a degree of corruption, wherein fomc 
nations, as bad as the world is, will proceed to an 
amendment; till which time, particular men fhould 
be quiet. 

To remove opinions fundamental in religion is 
iinpoflible, and the attempt wicked, whether thole 

opinions 
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opinions be true or falfe; unlefs your avowed de¬ 
sign be to abolifli that religion altogether. So, for 
inftance, in the famous do&rine of thrift’s divini¬ 
ty, which hath been univerfally received by all bo¬ 
dies of Chriftians, fince the condemnation of A- 
rianifm under Conftantine and his fuCceflors : 
Wherefore, the proceedings of the Socinians are 
both vain and unwarrantable; becaufe they will be 
never able to advance their own opinion, or meet 
any other fuccefs than breeding doubts and diftur- 
bances in the world. %ui rat tone fua dijlurbant 
moenia mundi . 

The want of belief is a defeft that ought to be 
concealed when it cannot be overcome. 

The Chriftian religion, in the moft early times, 
was propofed to the Jews and Heathens without 
the article of Chrift's divinity ; which, I remember, 
Erafmus accounts for, by its being too ftrong a 
meat for babes. Perhaps, if it were now foftened 
by the Chinefe miffionaries, the converlion of thofe 
infidels would be lefs difficult : And we find by the 
Alcoran, it is the great ftumbling*block of the 
Mahometans. But, in a country already Chrif¬ 
tian, to bring fo fundamental a point of faith into 
debate, can have no confequences that are not per¬ 
nicious to morals and public peace, 

I have been often offended to find St. Paul’s al¬ 
legories, and other figures of Grecian eloquence, 
converted by divines into articles of faith. 

God’s mercy is over all his works, but divines 
of all forts leffen that mercy too much. 

I look upon myfelf, in the capacity of a clergy¬ 
man, to be one appointed by Providence for defend¬ 
ing a poft affigned me, and for gaining over as 
many enemies I can. Although 1 think my caufe 
is juft, yet one great motion is my fubmitting to the 
plealure of Providence, and to the laws of my 
country. 7 
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I am not anfwerable to God for the doubts that 
arile in my own breaft, fince they are the confe- 
quence of that reafon which he hath planted in 
me, if l take care to conceal thofe doubts from o- 
thers, if I ufe my bell endeavours to fubdue them, 
and if they have no influence on the conduct of 
my life. 

I believe that thoufands of men would be ortho¬ 
dox enough in certain points, if divines had not 
been too curious, or too narrow, in reducing or¬ 
thodoxy within the compafs of fubtleties, niceties, 
and diftinctions, with little warrant from Scripture, 
and lefs from reafon or good policy. 

I never faw, heard, nor read, that the clergy 
were beloved in any nation where Chriftianity was 
the religion of the country. Nothing can render 
them popular but fome degree of perfecution. 

Thofe fine gentlemen who atFecl the humour of 
railing at the clergy, are, I think, bound in ho¬ 
nour to turn parfons themfelves, and fhew us bet¬ 
ter examples. 

Miferable mortals ! can we contribute to the ho* 
nour and glory of God? I could wifh that expreflioa 
were ftruck out of the prayer-books. 

Liberty of confcience, properly fpeaking, is no 
more than the liberty of pofleffing our own thoughts 
and opinions, which every man enjoys without fear 
of the magiftrate : But how far he lhali publicly 
in purfuanceof thofe opinions, is to be regulated 
by the laws of the country. Perhaps, in my own 
thoughts, I prefer a well inftituted common¬ 
wealth before a monarchy ; and I know feveral 
others of the fame opinion. Now, if, upon this 
pretence, I fhould infift upon liberty of con¬ 
fcience, form conventicles of republicans, and print 
books preferring that government, and condemning 
what is eflablilhed, the magiftrate would, with 
great juftice, hang me and my difciples. It is the 
fame cafe in religion, although not fo avowed, 
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where liberty of confcience, under the prefent ac¬ 
ceptation, equally produces revolutions, or at leaft 
convutfions and disturbances in a ftate ; which 
politicians would fee well enough, if their eyes 
were not blinded by faction, and of which thefe 
kingdoms, as well as France, Sweden, and other 
countries, are flaming inftances. Cromwell’s no¬ 
tion upon this article was natural and right; when* 
tipon the furrender of a town in Ireland, the Po- 
piih governor infilled upon an article for liberty of 
confcience; Cromwell laid, he meddled with no 
man’s confcience; but, if by liberty of confcience, 
the governor meant the liberty of the Mafs, he had 
exprefs orders from the parliament of England a- 
gainft admitting any fuch liberty at all. 

It is impoflible that any thing fo natural, fo ne- 
cefiary, and fo univerfal as death, fhould ever have 
been defigned by Providence as an evil to man¬ 
kind. 

Although reafon were intended by Providence 
to govern our pafTions. yet it feems that, in two 
points of the greateft moment to the being and 
continuance of the world, God hath intended our 
pafiions to prevail over reafon. The firft is, the 
propagation of our fpecies, fince no wife man ever 
married from the dilates of reafon, every man 
would defpife, and wifh it at an end, or that it ne¬ 
ver had a beginning. 
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FURTHER 


THOUGHTS 


O N 


RELIGION. 


f T , HE Scripture-fydem of man’s creation is what 
**■ Chridians are bound to believe, and feems mod 
agreeable of all others to probability and reafon. 
Adam was formed from a piece of clay, and Eve 
from one of his ribs. The text mentioneth nothing 
of his Maker’s intending him for, except to rule 
over the beads of the iield and birds of the air. 
As to Eve, it doth not appear that her hufband 
was her monarch, only {he was to be his help meet, 
and placed in fome degree of fubje&ion. Howe¬ 
ver, before his fall, the beads were his moft obe¬ 
dient fubjedls, whom he governed by abfolute pow¬ 
er. After his eating the forbidden fruit, the courfe 
of nature was changed, the animals began to reject 
his government; fome were able to efcape by flight, 
and others were too fierce to be attacked. The 
Scripture mentioneth no particular adls of royalty 
in Adam over his poflerity, who were cotemporary 
with him, or of any monarch until afrer the flood ; 
whereof the fird was Nimrod, the mighty hunter, 
who, as Milton exprefleth it, made men, and not 
beads, his prey. For men were eafier caught by 
Vol.XII. Z promifes. 
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promifes, and fubdued by the folly or treachery of 
their own fpecies. Whereas, the brutes prevailed 
only by their courage or ftrength, which, among 
them, are peculiar to certain kinds. Lions, bears, 
elephants, and fome other animals, are ftrong dif 
valiant, and their fpecies never degenerates in their 
native foil, except they happen to be enflaved or 
deftroved by human fraud : But men degenerate 
every day, merely by the folly, the perverfenefs, the 
avarice, the tyranny, the pride, the treachery, or 
inhumanity of their own kind. 
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A PRAYER 


FOR 


STELLA. 

A Lmighty and rnoft gracious Lord God, extend, 
-L*- we befeech thee, thy pity and companion to¬ 
wards this thy languifhing fervant: Teach her to 
place her hope and confidence entirely in thee; give 
her a true fenfe of the emptinefs and vanity of all 
earthly things ; make her truly fenfible of all the 
infirmities of her life part, and grant her fuch a 
true fincere repentance as is not to be repented of. 
.Preferve her, O Lord, in a found mind and under- 
ffanding, during this thy vifitation ; keep her from 
both the fad extremes of prefumption and defpair. 
If thou fhalt pleafe to reftore her to her former 
health, give her grace to be ever mindful of that 
mercy, and to keep thofc good refolutions flic now 
makes in her ficknefs, fo that no length of time, 
nor profperity, may entice her to forget them. Let 
no thought of her misfortunes diffract her mind, 
and prevent the means towards her recovery, or di- 
ffurb her in her preparations for a better life. We 
beleech thee alfo, O Lord, of thy infinite goodnefs, 
to remember the good actions of this thy fervant; 
that the naked fhe hath clothed, the hungry (he 
hath fed, the fick and the fatherlefs whom fhe hath 
relieved, may be reckoned, according to thy graci¬ 
ous promife, as if they had been done unto thee. 

Z 2 Hearken, 












1S0 A PRAYER for STELLA. 

Hearken, O Lord, to the prayers offered up by the 
friends of this thy fervant in her behalf, and efpe- 
cially thofe now made by us unto thee. Give thy 
bleffing to thofe endeavours ufed for her recovery ; 
but take from her all violent defire, either of life 
or death, further than with refignation to thy holy 
will. And now, O Lord, we implore thy gracious 
favour towards us here met together; grant that the 
fenfe of this thy fervant’s weaknefs may add ftrength 
to our faith, that we, confidering the infirmities of 
our nature, and the uncertainty of life, may, by 
this example, be drawn to repentance before it fhall 
pleafe thee to vifit us in the like manner. Accept 
thefe prayers, we befeech thee, for the fake of thy 
dear Son Jefus Chrift, our Lord ; who, with Thee 
and the Holy Ghoft, liveth and reigneth ever one 
God, world without end. Amen. 
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SERMON, 
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I Cor, iii, 19, 


The wifdom of this w$rlJ is foolifhnefs with God. 

I T is remarkable that, about the time of our Sa¬ 
viour’s coming into the world, all kinds of 
learning flourilhed to a veyy great degree, info- 
much that nothing is more frequent in the mouths 
of many men, even fuch who pretend to read and 
to know, than an extravagant praife and opinion 
of the wifdom and virtue of the Gentile foges of 
thofe days, and likewife of thofe antient philofo- 
phers who went before them, whofe doctrines arc 
left upon record either by themfelvcs or other writ¬ 
ers. As far as this may be taken for granted, it 
may be faid, that the Providence of God brought 
this about for feveral very wile ends and purpoles. 
For, it is certain that thefe philolophers had been a 
long time before fearching out where to fix the true 
kappinefs of man ; and, not being able to agree 
upon any certainty about it, they could not pofiibly 
but conclude, if they judged impartially, that ail 
their inquiries were, in the end, but vain and fruit- 
lefs ; the confequence of which mud: be, not only 
an acknowledgement of the weaknefs of all human 
wifdom, but likewife an open padage hereby made, 
for the letting in thofe beams of light, which the 
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glorious fonfhine of the gofpel then brought into 
the world, by revealing thofe hidden truths which 
they had fo long before been labouring to difcover, 
and fixing the general happinefs of mankind be¬ 
yond all controverfy and difpnte. And therefore 
the Providence of God wifely fufFered men of deep 
genius and learning then to arife, who fhould fearch 
into the truth of the gofpel now made known, 
and canvafs its doctrines with all the fubtilry and 
knowledge they were matters of, and in the end 
freely acknowledge that to be the true wifdom 
only which cometh from above. James iii, k, 
if), 17. 

However, to make a further inquiry into the 
truth of this observation, I doubt not but there is 
reafon to think, that a great many of thofe enco¬ 
miums given to ancient philofophers are taken upon 
trutt, and by a fort of men who are not very like¬ 
ly to be at the pains of an inquiry that would em¬ 
ploy fo much time and thinking. For the ufual 
ends why men affect this kind of difeourfe, appear 
generally to be either out of oftentation, that they 
may pals upon the world for perfons of great 
knowledge and obfervation ; or, what is worfe, 
there are fome who highly exalt the wifdom of 
thofe Gentile fages, thereby obliquely to glance at 
and traduce Divine Revelation, and more efpecially 
that of the golpel; for the confequence they would 
have us draw is this: That, fince thofe ancient phi¬ 
lofophers rofe to a greater pitch of wifdom and 
virtue than was ever known among Chrittians, and 
all this purely upon the ttrength of their own rea- 
lon and liberty of thinking : therefore it mutt fol¬ 
low, that either all Revelation is falfe, or, what is 
worfe, that it has depraved the nature of man, 
and left him worfe than it found him. 

hut this high opinion of Heathen wifdom is not 
very ancient in the world, nor at all countenanced 
from primitive times: Our Saviour had but a low 
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efteem of it, as appears by his treatment of the 
Pharifees and Sadducees, who followed the doc¬ 
trines of Plato and Epicurus. St. Paul likewife, 
who was well verfed in all the Grecian literature, 
feems very much to defpifc their philofophy, as we 
find in his writings, cautioning the Coloflians to 
beware, left any man fpoil them through philofo- 
phv and vain deceit. And, in another place, he 
advifes Timothy to avoid profane and vain bab¬ 
blings, and oppofitions of Science, falfely fo called; 
that is, not to introduce into the Chriftian dorftrine 
the janglings of thofe vain philofophers, which they 
would pafs upon the world for fcience. And the 
reafons he gives are, Firji, That thofe who profef- 
fed them did err concerning the faith : Secondly, 
Becaufe the knowledge of them did increafe un- 
godlinefs, vain babblings being otherways expound¬ 
ed vanities, or empty founds ; that is, tedious dif- 
putes about words, which the philofophers were 
always fo full of, and which were the natural 
product of difputes and diffentions between feve- 
ral fcdls. 

Neither had the primitive fathers any great or 
good opinion of the Heathen philofophy, as it is 
manifeft from feveral paflages in their writings : 
So that this vein of affe<fting to raife the reputation 
of thofe fages fo high, is a mode and a vice but of 
yefterday, afiumed chiefly, as I have faid, to dif- 
parage revealed knowledge, and the confequences 
of it among us. 

Now, becaufe this is a prejudice which may pre¬ 
vail with fome perlons, fo far as to lefien the influ¬ 
ence of the gofpel, and whereas therefore this is 
an opinion which men of education are like to be 
encountered with, when they have produced them- 
felves into the world ; I (hall endeavour to iliew, 
that their preference of Heathen wifdom and vir¬ 
tue, before that of the Chriftian, is every way un- 

juft, 
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juft, and grounded upon ignorance or miftake: In 
order to which I fhall consider four things. 

Firjl, I fli all produce certain points, wherein the 
wifdom and virtue of all unrevealed philofophy in 
general, fell fhorr, and was very imperfect. 

Secondly , I fhall fhew, in feveral in fiances, where 
fomc of the mofi renowned philofophers have been 
grofsly defedive in their leflons of morality. 

Thirdly , I fhall prove the perfection of Chriftian 
wifdom, from the proper characters and marks 
of it. 

Laftly , I fhall fhew that the great examples of 
wifdom and virtue among the Heathen wife men, 
were produced by perfonal merit, and not influen¬ 
ced by the doctrine of any fed; whereas, in Chri- 
flianity, it is quite the contrary. 

Firjl, I fhall produce certain points, wherein the 
wifdom and virtue of all unrevealed philofophy in 
general fell fhort, and was very im per fed. 

My defign is to perfuade men, that Chriftian phi¬ 
lofophy is in all things preferable to Heathen wif¬ 
dom ; from which, or its profeiTors, I ihall how¬ 
ever have no occafion to detrad. They were as 
wife and as good as it was poflible for them under 
fuch difadvantages, and would have probably been 
infinitely more with fuch aids as we enjoy: But our 
leflons are certainly much better, however our 
pradices may fall fhort. 

Eh z firji point I fhall mention was that univerfal 
defed which was in all their fchemes, that they 
could not agree about their chief good, or where¬ 
in to place the happinefs of mankind, nor had any 
of them a tolerable anfwer upon this difficulty, to 
fatisfy a reafonable perfon. For, to fay, as the 
moft plauflble of them did, that happinefs confid¬ 
ed in virtue, was but vain babbling", and a mere 
found of words, to amufe others and themfeives ; 
becaule they were not agreed what this virtue was! 
or wherein it did confift ; and likewife, becaufe fe¬ 
veral 
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^eral among the beft of them taught quite different; 
things, placing happinefs in health or good fortune, 
in riches or in honour, where all were agreed that 
virtue was not, as I fhall have occafion to fhew, 
when I fpeak of their particular tenets. 

The fecond great defeat in the Gentile philofophy 
was, that it wanted lome fuitable reward propor¬ 
tioned to the better part of man, his mind, as an 
encouragement for his progrefs in virtue. The 
difficulties they met with, upon the fcore of this 
default, were great, and not to be accounted for: 
Bodily goods, being only fuitable to bodily wants, 
are no reft at all for the mind ; and, if they were, 
yet are they not the proper fruits of wifdom and 
virtue, being equally attainable by the ignorant and 
wicked. Now, human nature is fo conftituted, 
that we can never purfue any thing heartily but 
upon hopes of a reward. If we run a race, it is 
in expectation of a prize ; and the greater the prize 
the fafter we run ; for, an incorruptible crown, if 
we underftand it and believe it to be fuch, more 
than a corruptible one. But fome of the philofo- 
phers gave all this quite another turn, and pretend¬ 
ed to refine fo far as to call virtue its own reward, 
and worthy to be followed only for itleif: Where¬ 
as, if there be any thing in this more than the 
found of the words, it is at leaft too abftra&ed 
to become an univerfal influencing principle in 
the world, and therefore could not be of general 
ufe. 

It was the want of afiigning fome happinefs, pro¬ 
portioned to the foul of man, that caufed many of 
them, either, on the one hand, to be loure and 
morofe, fupercilious and unbearable ; or, on the 
other, to fall into the vulgar purfuits of common 
men, to hunt after greatnefs and riches, to make 
their court, and to ferve occafions ; as Plato did 
to the younger Dionyfius, and Ariftotle to Alex¬ 
ander the Great. So impoffible is it for a man, 
Vol. XII. A a who 
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who looks no further than the prefcnt world, to 
fix himfelf long in a contemplation where the pre- 
feat world has no part : lie has no fure hold, ne 
firm footing ; he can never expeft to remove the 
earth he refts upon, while he has no fnpport befide 
for his feet, but wants, like Archimedes, fome o- 
ther place whereon to hand. To talk of bearing 
pain and grief, without any fort of prefcnt or fu¬ 
ture hope, cannot be purely greatnefs of fpirit ; 
there mult be a mixture in it of affectation, 
and an alloy of pride, or perhaps is wholly coun¬ 
terfeit. 

It is true there has been nil along in the world a 
notion of rewards and punifhments in another life; 
but it feems to have rather ferved as an entertain¬ 
ment to poets, or as a terror of children, than a 
fettled principle, by which men pretend to govern 
any of their actions. The laft celebrated words of 
Socrates, a little before his death, do not feem to 
reckon or build much upon any fuch opinion; and 
Chufar made no fctuple to difown it, and ridicule it 
iu open fenate. 

7 kirdly> The greateft and wife ft of all their phi- 
lofophers were never able to give any fa tis fa (ft ion, 
to others and themfelves, in their notions of a Dei¬ 
ty. They were often extremely grofs and abfurd 
in their conceptions; and thofe who made the fair- 
eft conjectures are fuch as were generally allowed 
by the learned to have feen the fyftem of Mofes, if 
I may lo call it, who was in great reputation at that 
time in the Heathen world, as we find by Diodorus, 
Juftin, Longinus, and other authors ; for the reft, 
the wiieft among them laid afide all notions after a 
Deity, as a difquifition vain and fruitlefs, which 
indeed it was upon unrevealed principles ; and thofe 
who ventured to engage too far fell into incohe¬ 
rence and confuficn. 

Fourthly , Thofe among them who had the jufteft 
conceptions of a Divine Power, and did ailo admit 
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ji Providence, had no notion at all of entirely re* 
lying and depending upon either ; they trufted in 
themfelves for all things : Bur, as for a truft or 
dependence upon God, they would not have tin- 
dcrftood the phrafe ; it made no part of the pro¬ 
fane ftile. 

Therefore it was, that, in all iflues and events, 
which they could not reconcile to their own fenti- 
inents of reafon and jullice, they were quite dif- 
concerted : They had no retreat; but, upon every 
blow of adverfe fortune, either affedted to be in¬ 
different, or grew fallen and fevere, or elfe yielded 
and funk like other men. 

Having now produced certain points, wherein 
the wifdom and virtue of all unrevealed philofopby 
fell fhort, and was very imperfedt ; I go on, in the 
fecond place, to faew in ieveral inftances, where 
lbme of the moft renowned philofophers have been 
grofsly defective in their leffons of morality. 

Thales, the founder of the Ionic feel, fo cele¬ 
brated for morality, being alked, How a man 
might bear ill fortune withgreateft eafe ? anfwer- 
ed, “ By feeing his enemies in a worfe condition.” 
An anfwer truly barbarous, unworthy of human 
nature, and which included fuch consequences as 
muff deffroy all fodety from the world. 

Solon, lamenting the death of a fon, one told 
him, “ You lament in vain:” “ Therefore (faid 
he) I lament, becaufe it is in vain.” This was 
n plain confeffion how imperfedt all his philofophy 
was, and that Something was ffill wanting. He 
owned that all his wifdom and morals were ufe- 
lefs, and this upon one of the moft frequent acci¬ 
dents in life. How much better could he have 
learned to fupport himfclf even from David, by his 
entire dependence upon God ; and that before our 
Saviour had advanced the notions of religion to 
the height and perfection wherewith he hath in- 
A a 2 flrudted 
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ftrufled his difciples ! Plato himfelf, with all hig 
refinements, placed happinefs in wifdom, health, 
good fortune, honour and riches ; and held that 
they who enjoyed all thefe were perfe&ly happy : 
W hich opinion was indeed unworthy its owner, 
leaving the wife and the good man wholly at the 
mercy of uncertain chance, and to be miferable 
without refource. 

His fcholar, Ariftotle, fell more grofsly into the 
fame notion ; and plainly affirmed, that virtue, 
without the goods of fortune, was not fufficient 
for happinefs, but that a wife man muif be mifer¬ 
able in poverty and ficknefs. Nay, Diogenes him¬ 
felf, from whofe pride and fingularity one would 
have looked for other notions, delivered it as his 
opinion, that a poor old man was the mod mifer¬ 
able thing in life. 

Zeno alfo, and his followers, fell into many ab- 
furdities, among which nothing could be greater 
than that of maintaining all crimes to be equal, 
which, inftead of making vice hateful, rendered it 
as a thing indifferent and familiar to all men. 

Lajlly, Epicurus had no notion of juftice but as 
it was profitable ; and his placing happinefs in plea- 
fure, with all the advantages he could expound it 
by, was liable to very great exceptions : For, al¬ 
though he taught that pleafure did confifi: in virtue, 
yet he did not any way fix or afeertain the bounda- 
ries of virtue, as he ought to have done ; by which 
means he mifled his followers into the greateft 
vices, making their names to become odious and 
fcandalous, even in the Heathen world. 

I have produced thefe few inftances from a great 
many other*, to fhew the imperfe&ion of Heathen 
philofophy, wherein I have confined myfelf whole- 
ly to their morality. And furely we may pro¬ 
nounce upon it in the words of St. James, that, 
This wifdom defeended not from above , but was 
earthly and fenfual. What if I had produced their 

abfurd 
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abfurd notions about God and the foul ! It would 
then have compleated the character given it by that 
apoflle, and appeared to have been devilifh too. 
But it is eafy to obferve, from the nature of thefe 
few particulars, that their defeats in morals were 
purely the flagging and fainting of the mind, for 
want of a fupport by revelation from God. 

I proceed therefore, in the third place, to fliew 
the perfection of Chriflian wifdom from above, 
and I fhall endeavour to make it appear from thofe 
proper characters and marks of it by the Apoflle 
before mentioned, in the third chapter, and 15th, 
16th, and I7thverfes. 

The words run thus: 

This wifdom defcendeth not from above, but is earths 
ly, fenfual , devilifh . 

For where envying andfirife is, there is confvfion, 
and every evil work . 

But the wifdom that is from above , is firjl pure , 
then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be intreated , full 
of mercy and good fruits , without partiality , and 
without hypocrify. 

The wifdom from above , is firjl pure. This pu¬ 
rity of the mind and fpirit is peculiar to the gofpel. 
Our Saviour fays, Blejfed are the pure in heart, for 
thy fhall fee God. A mind free from all pollution 
of luffs fhall have a daily vifion of God, whereof 
unrevealed religion can form no notion. This is 
it which keeps us unfpotted from the world ; and 
hereby many have been prevailed upon to live in 
the practice of all purity, holinefs, and righteoul- 
nefs, far beyond the examples of the molt cele¬ 
brated philofophers. 

It is peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be intreated. 
The Chriflian doCtrine teacheth us all thofe difpo- 
fitions that make us affable and courteous, gentle 
and kind, without any morofe leaven of pride or 
vanity, which entered into the compofition of moft 
Heathen fchemes : So we are taught to be meek 
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and lowly. Our Saviour’s laft legacy was peace', 
and he commands us to forgive our oiFending bro¬ 
ther unto feventy times fcven. 

Chriftian wiidom is full of mercy and good 
works, teaching the height of all moral virtues, of 
which the Heathens fall infinitely fliorr. Plato in¬ 
deed (and it is worth obferving) has fomewhere a 
dialogue, or part of one, about forgiving our ene¬ 
mies, which was perhaps the higheft (train ever 
reached by man, without divine afiiftance ; yet how 
little is that to what our Saviour commands us ? 
To love them that hate us ; to blefs them that curj'e 
us ; and do good to them that defpitefully ufe us. 

Chriftian wifdom is without partiality ; it is not 
calculated for this or that nation or people, but; 
the whole race of mankind : not to the philofophi- 
cal fchemes, which were narrow and confined, a- 
dapted to their peculiar towns, governments, or 
lefts ; but, in every nation, he that feareth God 
and worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted with him. 

Lajlly , It is, without hypocrify : It appears to be 
what it really is ; It is all of a piece. By the doc¬ 
trines of the gofpel we are fo far from being al¬ 
lowed to publifti to the world thofe virtues we have 
not, that we are commanded to hide, even from 
ourfelves, thofe we really have, and not to let our 
right-hand know what our left hand does ; unlike 
feveral branches ot the Heathen wildom, which 
pretended to teach infenftbility and indifference, 
magnanimity and contempt of life, while, at the 
fame time, in other parts it belied its own doc¬ 
trines. 

I come now, in the laft place, to fhew that the 
great examples of wifdom and virtue, among the 
Grecian fage-s, were produced bv perfonal merit, 
and not influenced by the deftrine of any particu¬ 
lar left; whereas, in Ckriftianity, it is quite the 
contrary. 

The 
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The two virtues moft celebrated by ancient moral- 
ids were fortitude and temperance, as relating to 
the government of man in his private capacity, 
which their fchemes were generally add relied and 
confined ; and the two infUnces wherein thole vir¬ 
tues arrived at the greateft height, were Socrates 
and Cato. But neither thofe, nor any other vir¬ 
tues poflefled by thefc two, were at all owing to any 
ldTons or doctrines of a left. For Socrates himfeIf 
was of none at all ; and although Cato was called a 
Stoic, it was more from a refemblance of manners 
in his worft qualities, than that he avowed himfelf 
one of their difciples. The fame may be affirmed 
of many other great men of antiquity. From 
whence I infer, that thofe who were renowned for 
virtue among them, were more obliged to the good 
natural difpofitions of their own minds, than to the 
doftrines of any feft they pretended to follow. 

On the other fide, as the examples of fortitude 
and patience, among the primitive Chiiftians, have 
been infinitely greater and more numerous, fo they 
were altogether the product of their principles and 
doctrine ; and were 1'uch as the fame perfons, with¬ 
out thofe aids would never have arrived to. Of this 
truth mofl: of the Apoftles, with many thoufand 
martyrs, are a cloud of witnefles beyond excep¬ 
tion. Having therefore fpoken fo largely upon the 
former heads, I (hall dwell no longer upon this. 

And, if it fhould here be objected. Why does 
not Chriitianity (till produce the fame effefts ? It 
is eafy to anfwer, Firji , That although the number 
of pretended Chriftians be great, yet that of true 
believers, in proportion to the other, was never fo 
fmall ; and it is a true lively faith alone, that, 
by the aflillance of God’s grace, can influence our 
p raft ice. 

Secondly , We may an fiver, that Chriflianity it- 
feif has very much fuflered by being blended up 
with Geruile philofophy. The Platonic iyftem, firlt 
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taken into religion, was thought to have given 
matter for fome early herefies in the church. 
When diiputes began to arife, the Peripatetic forms 
were introduced by Scotus, as bed: fitted for con- 
troverfy. And, however this may now have be¬ 
come neceflary, it was lurely the author of a liti¬ 
gious vein, which has fince occafioned very perni¬ 
cious confequences, dope the progrefs of Chriftia- 
nity, and been a great promoter of vice, verifying 
that fentence given by St. James, and mentioned 
before, Where envying and Jlrifc is, there is confu- 
fion and every evil work. This was the fatal hop 
to the Grecians, in their progrefs both of arts and 
arms : Their wife men were divided under feveral 
fedts, and their governments under feveral com¬ 
monwealths, all in oppcfition to each other, which 
engaged them in eternal quarrels among them- 
felves, while they fhould have been armed againft 
the common enemy. And I wifh we had no other 
examples from the like caufes, lefs foreign or an- 
tient than that. Diogenes faid, Socrates was a 
madman ; the difciples of Zeno and Epicurus, 
nay, of Plato and Aridotle, were engaged in fierce 
difputes about the mod: infigniheant trifles. And* 
if this be the prefent language and practice among 
us Chridians, no wonder that Chridianity does 
not dill produce the fame effedts which it did at 
iirft, when it was received and embraced in its ut- 
moft purity and perfedtion. For fuch a wifdom as 
this cannot defeend from above , but mud: be earth - 
ly, fenfual. devilijh ; full of confufon and every evil 
*u)ork : Whereas the 'wijdom from above , is firjl 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be intreated, 
full of tnercy and good fruits, 'without partiality, and 
'without hypocrify . This is the true heavenly wif¬ 
dom, which Chridianity only can boad of, and 
■which the greated of the Heathen wife men could 
never airive at. 

Now to God the Father, 6c. 6c. 
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HE continual concourfe of beggars, from all 



parts of the kingdom to this city, having made 
h impoffible for the feveral parifhes to maintain 
their own poor, according to the antient laws of 
the land ; feveral Lord Mayors did apply them- 
felves to the Lord Archbifhop of Dublin, that his 
Grace would direCt his clergy, and the church¬ 
wardens of the laid city, to appoint badges of brafs* 
copper, or pewter, to be worn by the poor of the 
feveral parifhes. The badges to be marked with 
the initial letters of the name of each church, and 
numbered i, 2, 3, <bc. and to be well fewed and 
fattened on the right and left fhoulder of the 
outward garment of each of the laid poor, by 
which they might be dittinguifhed And that 
none of the faid poor fhould go out of their own 
parifli to beg alms ; whereof the beadles were to 
take care. 

His Grace, the Lord Archbifhop, did accordingly 
give his directions to the clergy ; which however, 
have proved wholly ineffectual, by the fraud, per- 
verfenefs, or pride of the laid poor, leveral of them 

* See a Treatifc on the fubjeft, Yol III, p. 335, 
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openly protelling they will never fubmit to wear the 
laid badges ; and of thole who received them, al- 
inoft every one of them kept them in their pockets, 
or hang them on a firing about their necks, or fallen 
them only with a pin, or wear them under their 
coats, not to be feen. By which means the whole 
delign is eluded, fo that a man may walk from one 
end of the town to the other, without feeing one 
beggar regularly badged, and in fuch great num¬ 
bers, that they are a mighty nufance to the public, 
mod of them being foreigners. 

Jt is therefore propofed, That his Grace the Lord 
Archbilhop would pleafe to call the clergy of the 
city together, and renew his directions and exhor¬ 
tations to them, to put this affair of badges effec¬ 
tually in practice, by fuch methods as his Grace 
and they fhall agree upon. And I think it would 
be highly neeeffary, that fome paper ihould be 
palled up, in feveral proper parts of the city, Ug¬ 
lifying this order, and exhorting all people to give 
no alms except to thofe poor who are regularly 
badged, and only while they are within the pre¬ 
empts of their own parilhes. And, if fomething 
like this were delivered by the miniRers, in the 
reading-delk, two or three Lord’s-days fucceffively, 
it would Hill be of further ufe to put this matter 
upon a right foot. And that all who offend againft 
this regulation be treated as vagabonds and fturdy 
beggars. 

, Deanry-houfe , 

Sept. 26. 17 26. 
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have been amufed, for at lead thirty years 



* * pad, with numberlefe fchemes in writing 
and difcourfe, both in and out of parliament, for 
maintaining the poor and fetting them to work, 
efpecially in this city; mod of which were idle, 
indigeded, or vifionary, and all of them ineffec¬ 
tual, as it hath plainly appeared by the confequen- 
ces. Many of thofe projectors were fo dupid, 
that they drew a parallel from Holland and Eng¬ 
land, to be fettled in Ireland; that is to fay, from 
two countries with full freedom and encouragement 
for trade, to a third, where all kind of trade is 
cramped, and the mod beneficial parts are entirely 
taken away. But the perpetual infelicity of falie 
and foolilh reafoning, as well as proceeding and 
aCting upon it, feems to be fatal to this country. 

For my own part, who have much converfed 
with thole folks who call themfelves Merchants, I 
do not remember to have met with a more igno¬ 
rant and wrong-thinking race of people in the very 
firft rudiments of trade; which, however, was not 
fo much owing to their want of capacity, as to the 
crazv conftitution of this kingdom, where pedlars 
are better qualified t q thrive than the wifed mer¬ 
chants. I could nil a volume with only fetting down 
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a lift of the public absurdities, by which this king- 
liOm hath luffered, within the compafs of my own 
memory, fuch as could not be believed of any na¬ 
tion, among whom folly was not eftablilhed as a 
law. I cannot forbear inftancing a few of thefe, 
becaufe^ it may be of fome ufe to thole who fhali 
have it in their power to be more cautious for the 
future. 

f he firft was the building of the barracks, where¬ 
of I have feen above one half, and have heard 
enough of the reft, to affirm that the public hath 
been cheated of at leaft two thirds of the money 
railed for that ule by the plain fraud of the under¬ 
takers. 

Another was the management of the money raid¬ 
ed for the Palatines; when, inftead of employing 
that great fum in purchafing lands in fome remote 
and cheap part of the kingdom, and there planting 
thofe people as a colony, the whole end was utter-* 
Jy defeated. 

A third is the infurance-office againft fire, by 
which, feveral thoufand pounds are yearly remit¬ 
ted to England (a trifle it feems we can eafily fpare), 
and will gradually increafe until it comes to a good 
national tax. For the fociety marks upon our 
noules (under which might properly be written. 
The Lord have mercy upon us) fpread fafter and 
farther than the * colony of frogs. I have, for 

above 


L * T hl * fi^'Ntude, which is certainly the fined that could poflibly 

«ion Xrrr thi - ° cc ! fi,n .- - <*<>« 

. bout 'h e beginning of this current century. Dr. Gwythers 

whhhtma f'f? W ° r f ,he ^mvcrfity of Dublin, brought oye? 
h h™ a parcel of frogs from England to Ireland, in order to oro . 

oMhVu, ' PCC r? 10 ^ and th,fw the™ into the ditches 

to Enl^d f \ b ' Jt P^'fhed. Whereupon he fent 

rWe ditch or . fomc ^°‘ t,es of the frog-fpawn, which he threw into 
bathing by ' vh,eh mca 1 ns *<>« fpecics of frogs was propagated in 
0.0 I f H<>WeVer > ‘ L heir " Umber " 3S f <> hnall in The year 
th * fr ° s was no whers to be lean in Ireland, except in the 
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above twenty years paft, given warning feveral 
thoufand times, to many fubtlantial people, and to 
fuch who are acquainted with Lords and Squires, 
and the like great folks, (to any of whom 1 have 
not the honour to be known): I mention my daily 
fears, left our watchful friends in England mighc 
take this bufinefs out of our hands; and how eafy 
it would be to prevent that evii, by erecting a focic- 
ty of perfons who had good eftates, fuch, for in- 
fiance, as that noble knot of bankers under the 
flvle of Swift and Company . But now we are be¬ 
come tributary to England, not only for materials 
to light our own fires ; but for engines to put them 
out; to which, if hearth-money be added, (re¬ 
pealed in England as a grievance) we have the ho¬ 
nour to pay three taxes for fire. 

A fourth was the knavery of thofe merchants, 
or linen-manufaCturers, or both ; when, upon oc- 
cafion of the plague at Marfeilles, we had a fair 
opportunity of getting into our hands the whole 
linen-trade with Spain ; but the commodity was fo 
bad, and held at fo high a rate, that almoft the 
whole cargo was returned, and the finall remain¬ 
der fold below the prime-coil. 

So many other particulars of the fame nature 
crowd into my thoughts, that I am forced to flop, 
and the rather, becaufe they are not very proper 
for my fubjedl, to which I lhall now return. 

Among all the fchemes for maintaining the poor 
of the city, and fetting them to work, the lealt 
weight hath been laid upon that fingle point which 
is of greatefl importance ; I mean that of keeping 
foreign beggars from fwarming hither out of every 
part of the country; for, until this be brought 
to pals effectually, all our wife reafonings and 

neighbourhood of the Univerfity-park : Bat, within fix or feven 
years after, they fptead thirty, forty, and fifty miles over the coun¬ 
try ; and fo at la(>, by degrees, over the whole nation. 
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proceedings upon them will be vain and ridicu¬ 
lous. 

The prodigious number of beggars throughout 
this kingdom, in proportion to lo fniall a number 
of people, is owing to many reafons : To the lazi- 
nefs of the natives ; the want of work to employ 
them ; the enormous rents paid by cottagers for 
their miferable cabbins and potatoe-plots ; their 
early marriages, without the lead profpecf of eftab- 
liihment; the ruin of agriculture, whereby fuck 
vaft numbers are hindered from providing their 
own bread, and have no money to purchafe it; the 
mortal damp upon all kinds of trade, and many o- 
ther circumftances too tedious or invidious to men¬ 
tion. 

And to the fame caufes we owe the perpetual 
concourfe of foreign beggars to this town, the 
country landlords giving all afliftanee, except mo¬ 
ney and victuals, to drive from their eftates thole 
miferable creatures they have undone. 

It was a general complaint againft the poor- 
houfe, under its former governours, that the num¬ 
ber of poor in this city did not lefTen by taking three 
hundred into the houfe, and all of them recom¬ 
mended under the minifter and church-warden’s 
hands of the feveral parifhes; and this complaint 
muft hill continue, although the poor-houfe 
fhould be enlarged to maintain three thoufand, or 
even double that number. 

The revenues of the poor-houfe, as it is now e- 
ftablifhed, amount to about two thoufand pounds 
a-year ; whereof, two hundred allowed for officers, 
and one hundred for repairs, the remaining leven- 
ceen hundred, at four pounds a head, will fupport 
four hundred and twenty-five perfons. This is a 
favourable allowance, confidering that I fubtracT 
nothing for the diet of thofe officers, and for wear 
and tare of furniture; and, if every one of theie 
collegiates fhould be fet to work, it is agreed they 
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will not be able to gain by their labour above one 
fourth part of their maintenance. 

At the fame time, the oratorial part of thefe 
gentlemen feldom vouchfafe to mention fewer than 
fifteen hundred, or two thoufand people, to be 
maintained in this hofpital, without troubling their 

heads about the fund, * 

* * * * * 
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T O 

HIS GRACE 

WILLIAM, 

LORD ARCHBISHOP of DUBLIN, 6 c. 


The humble Reprcfentation of the Clergy of the 
City of Dublin. 


My Lord, 


Jan. 17244 


^TOUR. Grace having been pleafed to communi¬ 
cate to us a certain brief, bv letters patent, 
for the relief of one Charles McCarthy, whofe 
houfe in College-green, Dublin, was burnt by an 
accidental fire; and having defired us to confider 
of the faid brief, and give our opinions thereof to 
your Grace : 

We, the clergy of the city of Dublin, in com¬ 
pliance with your Grace’s defire, and with great 
acknowledgements for your paternal tendernefs to¬ 
wards us, having maturely confidered the laid brief 
by letters patent, compared the feveral parts of it 
with what is enjoined us by the rubric, (which is 
confirmed by a£t of parliament) and confulted per- 
fons Ikilled in the laws of the church ; do, in the 
names of ourfelves and of the reft of our brethren, 
the clergy of the diocefs of Dublin, moft humbly 
repreiept to your Grace : 
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Firjl, That, by this brief, your Grace is required 
and commanded, to recommend and command all 
the parfons, vicars, &c. to advance fo great an a£t 
of charity. 

We (hall not prefume to determine how far your 
Grace may be commanded by the faid brief; but 
we humbly conceive that the clergy of your dio- 
cefs cannot, by any law now in being, be com¬ 
manded by your Grace to advance the faid adl of 
charity any other ways than by reading the faid 
brief in our feveral churches, as preferibed by th& 
rubric. 

Secondly , Whereas it is faid in the faid brief, that 
the parfon, vicars, &c. upon the firft Lord’s day, 
or opportunity after the receipt of the copy of the 
faid brief, fhall, deliberately and affe&ionately, 
publilh and declare the tenor thereof to his Majef- 
ty’s fubje&s, and earneftly perfuade, exhort, and 
ftir them up to contribute freely and cheerfully to¬ 
wards the relief of the faid fufterer: 

We do not comprehend what is meant by the 
word opportunity . We never do preach upon any 
day except the Lord’s-day, or fome folemn days le¬ 
gally appointed ; neither is it poffible for the ftrong- 
eft conftitution among us to obey this command 
(which includes no lels than a whole fermon) upon 
any orher opportunity than when our people are 
met together in the church ; and to perform this 
work in every houfe where the parishes are very 
populous, confiding fometimes here in town of 
9O0 or 1000 houfes, would take up the fpace of a 
year, although we fhould preach in two families 
every day; and almoft as much time in the coun¬ 
try, where the parilhes are of large extent, the 
roads bad, and the people too poor to receive us, 
and give charity at once. 

But, if it be meant that thefe exhortations are 
commanded to be made in the church, upon the 
Lord’s day, we are humbly of opinion, that this is 
You XII. C c left 
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left to the difcretion of the clergy, to chufe what 
iubjeCts they think moft proper to preach on, and 
at what times ; and, if they preach either falfe 
dotftrine or fcditious principles, they are liable to 
be punifhed. 

It may pofltbly happen, that the fufFerer recom¬ 
mended may be a perlon not deferving the favour 
intended by the brief; in which cafe no minifter, 
who knows the fufFerer to be an undeferving per- 
fon, can, with a fafe confcience, deliberately and 
affeftionately publifli the brief, much lefs earneftly 
perfuade, exhort, and ftir up the people to contri¬ 
bute freely and cheerfully towards the relief of fuch 
a fufFerer *. 

Thirdly, Whereas in the faid brief the minifters 
and curates are required, on the week-days next 
after the Lord’s-day when the brief was read, to 
go from houfe to houfe with their church wardens* 
to afk and receive from all perfons the faid charity: 
We cannot but obferve here, that the faid minifters 
are diredtly made collectors of the faid charity, in 
conjunction with the church wardens; which how¬ 
ever, we prefume, was not intended, as being againft 
all law and precedent: And therefore, we appre¬ 
hend, there may be fome inconfiftency which leaves 
us at a lofs how to proceed. For, in the next pa¬ 
ragraph, the minifters and curates are only requir¬ 
ed, where they conveniently can, to accompany 
the church-wardens, or procure fome other of the 
chief inhabitants, to do the fame. And, in a fol¬ 
lowing paragraph, the whole work feems left 
entirely to the church-wardens, who are required 
to ufe their utmoft diligence to gather and collect 


* This M'Carthy’s houfe was burnt in the month of Angnft 172?. 
and the univerfal opinion of mankind was, that M‘Carthv himfelf 
was the pcrfon who had fet fire to the houfe. 
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the Caid charity, and to pay the fame in ten days 
after, to the parfon, vicar, &c. 

In anfwer to this, we do reprefent to your Grace 
our humble opinion, that neither we nor our 
church-wardens can be legally commanded or re¬ 
quired to go from houfe to houfe to receive the 
laid charity ; becaufe your Grace hath informed us 
in your order, at your vifitation, anno Dom. 1712, 
that neither we nor our church-wardens are bound 
to make any collections for the poor, fave in the 
church ; which alio appears plainly by the rubric, 
that appoints both time and place, as your Grace 
hath obferved in your faid order. 

We do likewife allure your Grace, that it is not 
in our power to procure fome of the chief inha¬ 
bitants of our parifhes to accompany the church¬ 
wardens from houfe to houfe in tliefe collec¬ 
tions : And we have reafon to believe, that fuch a 
propofal, made to our chief inhabitants (particu¬ 
larly in this city, where our chief inhabitants are 
often peers of the land) would be received in a 
manner very little to our own latisfaftion, or to the 
advantage of the faid collections. 

Fourthly , The brief doth will, require, and com¬ 
mand the bilhops, and all other dignitaries of the 
church, that they make their contributions diftinCt- 
ly, to be returned in the feveral provinces to the fe- 
veral archbifhops of the fame. 

Upon which we take leave to obferve, that the 
terms of expreflion here are of the ftrongeft kind, 
and in a point that may fubjeCt the faid dignitaries 
(for we fhall fay nothing of the bifhops) to great 
inconveniencies. 

The faid dignitaries are here willed, required, 
and commanded, to make their contributions di- 
ftinCtly i by which it fhould feem that they are ab- 
foluttly commanded to make contributions, (for the 
word clijlinflly is but a circumflance), and may be 
C c 2 under- 
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underftood not very agreeable to a voluntary, cheer¬ 
ful contribution. And therefore, if any bifhop or 
dignitary fhould refufe to make his contribution, 
(perhaps for very good reafons) he may be thought 
to incur the crime of dilbbedience to his Majedy, 
which ail good fubjedis abhor, when fuch a com¬ 
mand is according to law. 

Mod dignities of this kingdom confift only of 
parochial tythes, and the dignitaries are miniders 
of parifhes. A doubt may therefore arile, whe¬ 
ther the laid dignitaries are willed, required, and 
commanded, to make th«ir contributions in both 
capncities, didindfly as dignitaries, and jointly as 
parfons or vicars. 

Many dignities in this kingdom are the poored: 
kind of benefices ; and it fhould feem hard to put 
poor dignitaries under the neceffity either of mak- 
ing greater contributions than they can afford, 
or of expofing themfelves to the cenfure of want¬ 
ing charity, by making their contributions pub¬ 
lic. 

Our Saviour commands us, in works of charity, 
to let not our left hand know what our right hand 
doeth ; which cannot well confid with our being 
willed, required, and commanded, by an earthly 
power, where no law is prefcibed, to publifh our 
charity to the world, if we have a mind to con¬ 
ceal it. 

Fifthly , Whereas it is faid in the faid brief, that 
the parfon, vicar, &c. of every parifli, fhall, in fix 
days after the receipt of the faid charity, return it 
ro his refpeftive chancellor. &c. This may be a 
great grievance, hazard, and expence, to the faid 
parion, in remote and defolate parts of the coun¬ 
try, where often an honed meffenger (if fuch a one 
can be got) mud be hired to travel forty or fifty 
miles going and coming ; which will probably coft 
more than the value of the contribution he carries 
with him. And this charge, if briefs fhould hap¬ 
pen 
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pen to be frequent, would be enough to undo ma¬ 
ny a poor clergyman in the kingdom. 

Sixthly, We obferve in the laid brief, that the 
provoft and fellows of the univerfity, judges, offi¬ 
cers of the courts, and profeffors of laws common 
and civil, are neither willed, required, not com¬ 
manded to make their contx*ibutions; but that fo 
good a work is only recommended to them. 
W hereas we conceive, that all his Majefty s lubjeos 
are equally obliged, with or without his Majefty’s 
commands, to promote works of charity accotding 
to their power ; and that the clergy, in their cccle- 
liaftical capacity, are only liable to fitch commands 
as the rubric, or any other law fliall enjoin, being 
born to the fame privileges of freedom with the reft 
of his Majefty’s fubjeCts. 

We cannot but obferve to your Grace, that, in 
the Englifh ad of the fourth year of Queen Anne, 
for the better collecting charity-money on briefs by 
letters-patent, fee. the minifters are obliged only to 
read the briefs in their churches, without any par¬ 
ticular exhortations ; neither are they commanded 
to go from houfe to houfe with the church-war¬ 
dens, nor to lend the money collected to their re- 
fpeCtive chancellors, but pay it to the undertaker 
or agent of the fuft'erer. So that, we humbly 
hope, the clergy of this kingdom lhall not, with¬ 
out any law in being, be put to greater hardlhips 
jn this cafe than their brethren in England, where 
the legillature, intending to prevent the abufes 
in collecting charity-money on briefs, did not 
think fit to put the clergy under any of thole dif- 
ficulties wc now complain of, in the prefent briet 
by letters-patent, for the relief of Charles hi Cat- 
thy aforefaid. 

The collections upon the Lord’s day are the prin¬ 
cipal fupport of our own numerous poor in our fe- 
veral parifltes ; and therefore every Angle brief, 
with the bene lit of a full collection over the whole 
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kingdom, muft deprive feveral thoufands of poor of 
their weekly maintenance, for the fake onlv of one 
perfon, who often becomes a fufFerer by his own 
foliy or negligence, and is fure to overvalue his 
lofles double or treble : So that, if this precedent 
be followed, as it certainly will if the prel'ent brief 
Ihould fucceed, we may probably have a new brief 
every week ; and thus, for the advantage of fifty- 
two perfons, whereof not one in ten is deferring, 
and for the intereft of a dozen dextrous clerks and 
fecretaries, the whole poor in the kingdom will be 
likely to fiarve. 

AVe are credibly informed, that neither the offi- 
cets of the i.ord Primate, in preparing the report 
of his Grace's opinion, nor thofe of the great leal, 
in palling the patent for briefs, will remit any of 
their fees, both which do amount to a confiderable 
fum: And thus the good intentions of well difpof- 
ed people are in a great mealure difappointed, a 
large part of their charity being anticipated, and 
alienated by fees 2nd gratuities. 

Lajily, We cannot but reprefent to your Grace 
our great concern and grief, to fee the pains and 
labour of our church-wardens fo much increafed, 
by the injunftions and commands put upon them 
in this brief, to the great difadvantage of the clergy 
and the people, as well as to their own trouble, da¬ 
mage, and lofs of time, to which great additions 
have been already made, by laws appointing them to 
collect the taxes for the watch and the poor houfe, 
which they bear with great unvvillingnefs ; and, if 
they ihall find themfelves further laden with fuch 
bt iefs as this of hPCarthy, it will prove lb great a 
difeouragement, that we Ihall never be able to pro¬ 
vide lioneft and fufficient perfons for that weighty 
o:.ice of church-warden, io neceiTary to the laity as 
well as the clergy, in all things that rel^e to the 
order and regulation of parifhes. 

Upon 
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Upon all thefe confiderations, we humbly hope 
that your Grace, of whofe fatherly care, vigilance, 
and tendernefs, we have had fo many and great in- 
ftances, will represent our cafe to his Moll Excel¬ 
lent Majefty, or to the Chief Governor in this 
kingdom, in fuch a manner, that we may be neither 
under the neceffity of declining his Majefty’s com¬ 
mands in his letters patent, or of taking new and 
grievous burdens upon ourfclves and our church¬ 
wardens, to which neither the rubric nor any other 
law in force oblige us to fubmit. 
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BlCKERSTAFF. 


Rome Reflections upon Mr. BickerftafF’s Predic¬ 
tions for the year M,DCC,VIU *. 

By a Person of Quality. 

T Have not obferved, for fome years part, any in- 
A fignificant paper to have made more noife, or be 
more greedily bought, than that of thcfe predictions. 
They are the wonder of the common people, an a- 
mufement for the better fort, and a jeft only to the 
wile j yet, among thefe laft, I have heard fome 
very much in doubt, whether the author meant to 
deceive others, or is deceived himfelf. Whoever 
he was, he feems to have with great art adjufted 
his paper both to pleafe the rabble, and to entertain 
perfons of condition. The writer is, without quef- 
tion, a gentleman of wit and learning, although 
the piece feems haftily written in a fudden frolic, 
with the fcornful thought of the pleafure he will 
have, in putting this great town into a wonder¬ 
ment about nothing: Nor do I doubt but he and 
hi* friends in the fecret, laugh often and plentifully 

* See vol. I\ r . p. $0$. 
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in a corner, to reflect how many hundred thou¬ 
sand fools they have already made. And he has 
them faft for fome time: For fo they are like to 
continue until his prophecies begin to fail in the e- 
vents. Nay, it is a great queftion whether the mil- 
carriage of the two or three firft will fo entirely 
undeceive people, as to hinder them from expecting 
the accomplishing of the reft. I doubt not but 
fome thoufands of thefe papers are carefully pre- 
ferved by as many perfons, to confront with the e- 
vents, and try whether the aftrologer exaftly keeps 
the day and the hour. And thefe I take to be Mr. 
Bickerftaff’s choiceft cullies, for whofe fake chief¬ 
ly he writ his amufement. Mean while he has fe- 
ven weeks good, during which time the world is to 
be kept in fufpenfe ; for it is fo long before the al¬ 
manack-maker is to die, which is the firft predic¬ 
tion : And, if that fellow happens to be a lplene- 
tic vilionary fop, or has any faith in his own art, 
the prophefy may pun&ually come to pafs by very 
natural means. As a gentleman of my acquaint¬ 
ance, who was ill ufed by a mercer in town, writ 
•him a letter in an unknown hand, to give him no¬ 
tice that care had been taken to convey a flow poi- 
fon into his drink, which would infallibly kill him 
in a month ; after which the man began in carneft 
to languish and decay, by the mere Strength of i- 
magination, and would certaily have died, if care 
had not been taken to undeceive him before the 
jeft went too far. The like effctt upon Partridge 
would wonderfully raife Mr. Bicker Staff’s reputa¬ 
tion for a fortnight longer, until we could hear 
from France whether the Cardinal deNoailles were 
dead or alive, upon the fourth of April, which is 
the fecond of his predictions. 

For a piece fo carelefsly written, the observations 
upon aftrology are reasonable and pertinent, the 
remarks juft ; and, as the paper is partly defigned,^ 
in my opinion, for a fatire upon the credulity of 
Vol. XII. D d the 
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the vulgar, and that idle itch of peeping into futu¬ 
rities, fo it is no more than what we all of us de- 
ferve. And, fince we muft be teazed with perpe¬ 
tual hawkers of ftrange and wonderful things, I 
am glad to fee a man of fenfe find leifure and hu¬ 
mour to take up the trade for his own and our di- 
verfion. To Ipeak in the town phrafe, it is a bite; 
he has fully had his jeB, and may be fatisfied. 

I very much approve the ferious air he gives 
himfelf in his introduction and conclufion, which has 
gone far to give fome people of no mean rank an 
opinion that the author believes himfelf. “ He tells 
us he places the whole credit of his art on the 
“ truth of thefe predictions, and will be content to 
li be hooted by Partridge and the reft for a cheat, if 
<c he tails in any one particular with feveral other 
flrains of the fame kind, wherein I perfectly be¬ 
lieve him ; and that he is very indifferent whether 
lfaac Bickerftaff be a mark of infamy or not. But 
it feems, although he has joined an odd furname to 
no very common Chriftian one, that in this large 
town there is a man found to own both the names, 
although, I believe, not the paper. 

I believe it is no fmall mortification to this gen¬ 
tleman-aBrologer, as well as his bookfeller, to find 
their piece, which they fent out in a tolerable print 
and paper, immediately feized on by three or four 
interloping printers of' GrubBreet, the title Buffed 
wirh an abftrad of the whole matter, together with 
the Bandard epithets of Jlrange and worderjul , the 
pi ice brought down a full half, which was but a 
penny in its prime, and bawled about by hav. kers 
ol the inftri >r dais, with rhe concluding cadence 
of a halfpenny a-piece. But fc cecidit Phaeton : 
And, to comfort him a little, this produdion of 
mine will have the iame fate: To morrow will my 
e rs be grated by the Uttl boys and wenches in ft raw- 
hats^ and I muft an hundred times undergo the 
moitification to have iny own work offered me to 
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fale at an under-value. Then, which is a great 
deal worfe, my acquaintance in the coffee houfe 
will aik me whether I have feen the Anfwer to 
Squire Bickerftaff’s predictions, and whether I 
know the puppy that writ it: And how to keep a 
man’s countenance in fuch a juncture, is no eafy 
point of conduCt. When, in this cafe, you fee a 
man fhv either in praifing or condemning, ready to 
turn off the difcourfe to another fubjeCt, handing 
as little in the light as he can to hide his blufhing, 
pretending to fneeze or take fnuft, or go off, as if 
hidden bufinefs called him; then ply him clofe, 
obferve his looks narrowly, fee whether his fpeech 
be conftrained or affeCted, then charge him fud- 
denly, or whifper and fmile, and you will foon dif- 
cover whether he be guilty. Although this feem 
not to the purpofe I am difcourfing on, yet I think 
it to be fo; for I am much deceived if I do not 
know the true author of Bickerftaff’s Predictions, 
and did not meet with him fome days agG in a cof- 
feehoufe at Covent-Garden. 

As to the matter of the Predictions themfelves, I 
ftiall not enter upon the examination of them ; but 
think it very incumbent upon the learned Mr. 
Partridge to take them into his conGderation, and 
lay as many errors in aftrology as pofiile to Mr. 
Bickerftaff’s account. He may jultlv, I think, 
challenge the ’Squire to pubifli the calculation he 
has made of Partridge’s nativity, by the credit of 
which he fo determinately pronounces the time and 
the manner of his death ; and Mr. BickerftafF can 
do no lefs, in honour, than give Mr. Partridge the 
fame advantage of calculating his, by fending him 
an account of the time and place of his birth, with 
other particulars neceffary for fuch a work. By 
which, no doubt, the learned world will be engaged 
in the difpute, and take part on each Gde according 
as they are inclined. 
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I fhould likewife advife advife Mr. Partridge to 
inquire, why Mr. Bickerftaffdoes not fo much as 
offer at one prediction to be fulfilled until two 
months alter the time of publifhing his paper \ 
This looks a little fufpicious, as if he were deiirous 
to keep the world in play as long as he decently 
could, elfe it were hard he could not afford us one 
prediction between this and the 29th of March ; 
which is not fo fair dealing as we have, even from 
Mr. Partridge and his brethren, who gave us their 
predictions (fuch as they are indeed) for every 
month in the year. 

There is one paffige in Mr. Bickerffaff’s paper 
that feems to be as high a (train of affurance as I 
have any where met with. It is that prediction for 
the month of June which relates to the French 
prophets here in town ; where he tells us, They 
“ will utterly difperfe, by feeing the time come, 
<c wherein their prophecies (hould be fulfilled, and 
“ then finding themfelves deceived by contrary e- 
“ vents.” Upon which he adds, with great reafon, 
,c his wonder how any deceiver can be fo weak, to 
“ foretel things near at hand, when a very few 
months muff: difcover the impofture to all the 
c< world.” This is fpoken with a great deal of af- 
feCted unconcerneclnefs, as if he would have us 
think himfelf to be not under the lead: apprehen- 
lion, that the fame in two months will be his own 
cafe. With refpect to the gentleman, I do not re¬ 
member to have heard of lb refined and pleafant a 
piece of impudence, which, I hope, the author will 
not refent as an uncivil word, bccaufe I am lure I 
enter into his talle, and take it as he meant it. 
However, he half deferves a reprimand for writing 
with fo much (corn and contempt for the under¬ 
standings of the majority. 

i'or the month of July, he tells us of “ a gene¬ 
ral, who by a glorious aCtion, will recover the 
reputation he loft by former misfortunes. ,r This 
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is commonly underftood to be Lord Galloway; 
who, if he be already dead, as fome news papers 
have it, Mr. BickerllafF has made a trip. But this 
I do not much infill on ; for it is hard if another 
general cannot be found under the fame circum- 
ilances, to whom this prediction may be as well 
applied. 

The French King's death is very punctually re¬ 
lated ; but it was unfortunate to make him die at 
Marli, where he never goes at that feafon of the 
year, as I obferved myfelf during three years I paf- 
fed in that kingdom : And, difcourfing fome 
months ago with Monfieur Tallard, about the 
French court, 1 find that King never goes to Marli 
for any time, but about the feafon of hunting there, 
which is not till Augufl. So that here was an un¬ 
lucky flip of Mr. Bickerftatf, for want of foreign 
education. 

He coucludes with refuming his promife, of 
publilhing entire predictions for the next year ; of 
which the other aftrologers need not be in very 
much pain. I fuppofe we {hall have them much 
about the fame time with The General Hijlory of 
Ears . I believe we have done with him forever in 
this kind; and, though I am no allrologer, may 
veture to propbefy, that Ifaac BickerllafF, Efq; is 
now dead, and died juft at the time his Predictions 
were ready for the prefs : That he dropt out of 
the clouds about nine days ago, and, in about four 
hours after, mounted up thither again like a va¬ 
pour ; and will, one day or other, perhaps defcend 
a lecond time, when he has fome new, agreeable, 
or amufing whimfy to pafs upon the town ; where¬ 
in, it is very propable, he will fucceed as often as 
he is difpofed to try the experiment, that is, as 
long as he can preferve a thorough contempt for 
his own time and other people underftandings. and 
is refolved not to laugh cheaper than at the expence 
of a million of people. 
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GOOD MANNERS. 

/"^OOD Manners is the art of making every rea¬ 
sonable perfon in the company eaSy, and to 
be eafy ourfelves. 

What puffeth for good-manners in the world, 
generally produceth quite contrary efte&s. 

Many perfons of both Sexes, whom I have known, 
and who puffed for well bred in their own, and the 
world’s opinion, are the mod: troublefome in com¬ 
pany to others and themfelves. 

Nothing is So great an inftance of ill manners as 
flattery. If you flatter all the company, you pleafe 
none ; if you flatter only one or two, you affront 
the reft. 

Flattery is the worft and falfeft way of fhewing 
our efteem. 

W here company meets, I am confident the few 
reafonable perfons are every minute tempted to 
curie the man or woman among them, who en¬ 
deavours to be moft diftinguifhed for their good 
manners. 

> A- tnan of fenfe would rather faft till night, than 
dine at Some tables, where the lady of the houfe is 
poffeffed with good-manners; uneafinefs, preffing 
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to eat, teazing with civility ; lefs praaifed in Eng- 
land than here. & 

Courts are the worft: of all fchools to teach 
good- manners. 

A couitly bow, or gait, or drefs, are no part of 
good-manners. And therefore, every man of good 
underifanding is capable of being well-bred upon 
any occalion. 

To fpeak in fuch a manner as may poflibly of¬ 
fend any reafonable perfon in company, is the 
higheft inftance of ill- manners. 

Good-manners chiefly confift in a&ion, not in 
words. Mode fly and humility the chief ingredi¬ 
ents. & 

I have known the court of England under four 
reigns, the two laft but for a ih ore time; and, 
whatever good-manners or politenefs I obferved in 
either of them, was not of the court growth, but 
importer. For a courtier by trade, as gentlemen- 
ufliers, bedchamber women, maids of honour 
****** * 

Of good-manners as to converfarion. 

• Men of wit and good undemanding, as well as 
breeding, are fometimes deceived, and°give offence 
by conceiving a better opinion of thole with whom 
they converfe than they ought to do. Thus I have 
often known the molt innocent raillery and even 
of that kind which was meant for praife, to be 
miftaken for abufe and reflection. 

Of gibing, and how gibers ought ro fuffer. 

Of arguers, perpetual contradictors, long talkers, 
who are abfent in company, incerrupters/not lift- 
uers, loud laughers. 

Of thole men and women, whofe face is ever in 
a fmile, talk ever with a /mile, condole with a 
fmile, <bc . 

Argument, as ufually managed, is the word: fort 
of converlation ; as it is generally in books the 
worft fort of reading. 
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Good converfation is not to be expelled in much 
company, becaufe few liften, and there is continual 
interruption. But good or ill manners are difeo- 
vered, let the company be ever fo large. 

Perpetual aiming at wit, a very bad part of con¬ 
verfation. It is done to fupport a chara&er ; It 
generally fails : It is a fort of infult on the compa¬ 
ny, and a conftraint upon the fpeaker. 

For a man to talk in his own trade or bufi- 
nefs, or faculty, is a great breach of good-manners. 
Divines, phyiicians, lawyers, foldiers, particularly 
poetb, are frequently guilty of this weaknefs. A 
poet conceives that the whole kingdom * * * 
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RESOLUTIONS 

WHEN I COME TO BE OLD. 

Written in the Year M,DC,XCIX. 
to marry a young woman. 



' JNot to keep young company, unlefs they real¬ 
ly defire it. 

Not to be peevifh, or morofe, or fufpicious. 

Not to fcorn prefent ways, or wits, or fafhions* 
or men, or war, &c. 

Not to be fond of children. 

Not to tell the fame ftory over and over to the 
fame people. 

Not to be covetous. 

Not to neglect decency, or cleanlinefs, for fear 
of falling into naftinefs. 

Not to be over fevere with young people, but 
give allowance for their youthful follies and weak- 
nefles. 

Not to be influenced by, or give ear to knavifli 
tattling fervants, or others. 

Not to be too free of advice, nor trouble any but 
thofe who defire it. 

To defire fome good friends to inform me which 
of thefe refolutions I break or negledl, and where* 
in ; and reform accordingly. 

Not to talk much, nor of myfelf. • 

Not to boafl: of my former beauty, or ftrength* 
or favour with ladies, drr. 

Not to hearken to flatteries, nor conceive I can 
be believed by a young woman ; ct eos qui her edit a - 
tem c apt ant) odijje ac vitare . 

Not to be poiitive or opinionative. 

Not to fet up for obferving all thefe rules, for 
fear I fhould obferve none. 
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LAWS 

FOR THE 

DEAN’S servants, 

December 7th, M,DCC,XXXIII. 


TF cither of the two men-fervants be drunk, he 

fhall pay an Englifh crown out of his wages for 
tne faid offence, by giving the Dean a receipt for 
fo much wages received. 

When the Dean is at home, no fervant fhall 
prefume to be ablent, wiihout giving notice to the 
Dean, and afking leave, upon the forfeiture of 
fixpence for every half hour that he is abfent, to 
be llopt out of his or her board-wages. 

When the Dean is abroad, no fervant, except 
the woman, fhall pre-fume to leave the houfe for 
above one hair hour; after which, for every half- 
hour’s abfence he fhall forfeit fixpence : And, if 
the other fervant goes out before the fir ft returns, 
he fhall pay five {hillings out of his wages, as a- 
bove. 

Whatever fervant fhall be taken in a manifeft lie, 
fhall forfeit one fhilling out of his or her board- 

wages 

w hen the Dean goes about the houfe, or out- 
houles, or garden, or to Naboth’s vineyard, what¬ 
ever things he finds out of order, by negleft of any 
fervant under whole care it was, that fervant fhall 
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forfeit fixpence, and fee to get it mended as foon as 
poffible, or fuffer more forfeitures at the Deaq’s 
difcretion. 

If two fervants be abroad together when the 
Dean is from home, and the faft be concealed 
from the Dean, the concealer fhall forfeit two 
crowns out of his or her wages, as above. 

If, in waiting at table, the two fervants be out 
of the room together, without orders, the laft who 
went out fhall forfeit threepence out of his board- 
wages. 

The woman may go out when the Dean is abroad 
for one hour, but no longer, under the fame pe¬ 
nalty with the men : But provided the two men- 
fervants keep the houfe until fhe returns ; other- 
wife, either of the fervants, who goes out before 
her return, fhall forfeit a crown out of his wages, 
as above. 

Whatever other laws the Dean fhall think fit to 
make, at any time to come, for the government of 
his fervants, and forfeitures for negledt or difobe- 
dience, all the fervants fhall be bound to fubmit 
to. 

Whatever other fervant, except the woman, 
fhall prefume to be drunk, the other two fervants 
fhall inform the Dean thereof, under pain of for¬ 
feiting two crowns out of his or her wages, befidcs 
the forfeiture of a crown from the faid fervant who 
was drunk. 
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Q. U A K E R’s 

LETTER from PHILADELPHIA, 

T O 


JONATHAN SWIFT in DUBLIN. 


Chilad, March 29. 1729, 
Friend Jonathan Swift, 

JJAving been often agreeably amufed by tby 

n . r 3 e V, u,’. ® c ‘ and bein g now loading a fmall 

tbee a gammon, the 
P A of the wilds of America; which perhaps 
may not be unacceptable at thy table, fince it is on- 
y efigned to let thee know that thy wit and 
parts are in efteem at this diftance from the 
p!ace of thy relidence. Thee need alk no queftions 

to thee. C ° mCS fr ° m ’ fiDCC 1 am 3 perfea ftran £ er 
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CHARACTER 

O F 

Mrs. H * * * * D. 


Written in the Year m,dcc,xxvii. 


T Shall fay nothing of her wit or beauty, which 
are allowed by all perfons who can judge of ei¬ 
ther, when they hear or fee her. Belides, beauty 
being tranfient, and a trifle, cannot juflly make 
part of a character. And I leave others to cele¬ 
brate her wit, becaufe it will be of no ufe in that 
part of her character which I intend to draw. 
Neither lhall I relate any part of her hiftory, fur¬ 
ther than, that fhe went, in the prime of her 
youth, to the Court of Hanover with her hufband, 
and became of the bed-chamber to the prefenc 
Princefs of Wales, living in expectation of the 
Queen’s * death : Upon which event flie came 
over with her Miftrefs, and hath ever flnce conti¬ 
nued in her fervice; where, from the attendance 
daily paid her by the minifters, and all expectants, 
flie is reckoned much the greateft favourite of the 
Court at Leicefter-houfe : A fltuation which fhe 
hath long aflefted to defire that it might not be be¬ 
lieved.. 


* Queen Anne. 


There 
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t There is do politician who more carefully 
watches the motions and difpofitions of things and 
perlons at St. James’s, nor can form his language 
with a more imperceptible dexterity to the prefent 
polture or a court, or more early forefee what 
ltyk may be proper upon any approaching juncture 
or affairs, whereof lhe can gather early intelli¬ 
gence without afking it, and often when even thofe 
from whom fhe hath it are not fenfible that they 
are giving it to her, but equally with others admire 
her fagacity. Sir Robert Walpole and lhe both 
think they underftand each other, and are both 
equally miftaken. 

With perfons where lhe is to manage, lhe is ve¬ 
ry dextrous in that point of fkill which the French 
call tater le pave ; with others lhe is a great vindi¬ 
cator of all prefent proceedings, but in fuch a 
manner, as if lhe were under no concern further 
than her own conviction, and wondering how any 
body can think otherwife. And the danger is 
that lhe may come in time to believe herfelf; which! 
under a change of princes and a great addition of 
credit might have bad confequences. She is a mod: 
unconfcionable dealer; for, in a return of a few 
good words, which lhe gives to her lords and gen¬ 
tlemen daily waiters before their faces, lhe gets ten 
thousand from them behind her back, which are of 
real fervice to her changer. The credit lhe hath 
is managed with the utmoft thrift ; and whenever 
fhe employs it, which is very rarely, it is only upon 
luch occafions, where lhe is fure to get much more 
than lhe ipends. For inftance, lhe would readily prefs 
Sir Robert Walpole to do lbme favour for Colonel 
Churchill, or Doddington; the Prince, for a mark 
of grace to Mr. ochutz . and the Princefs to be kind 
t0 -nW C!a y ton She fometimes falls into the general 
nuftake of all courtiers, which is that of not fuit- 
tng her talents to the abilities of others, but think¬ 
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?hg thofe (he deals with to have lefs art than they 
really polTefs ; fo that (lie may poffibly be deceived 
when fhe thinks {he deceiveth. 

In all offices of life, except thofe of a courtier, 
fhe adts with juftice, generolitv, and truth. She 
is ready to do good as a private perfon, and i would 
almoft think in charity that he will not do harm as 
a courtier, unlefs to pleafe thofe in chief power. 

In religion fhe is at leaffc a Latitudinarian, being 
not an enemy to books written by the Free thinkers ; 
and herein llie is the more blameable, becaufe {he 
hath too much morality to ftand in need of them, 
requiring only a due degree of faith for putting 
her in the road to falvation. I fpeak this of her 
as a private Lady, not as a Court-favourire; for, 
in the iatter capacity, Ihc can {hew neither faith 
nor works. 

if {he had never feen a court, it is not impoffible 
that {he might have been a friend. 

She abounds in good words and expreffions of 
good wifhes, and will concert a hundred Ichernes 
for the fervice of chofe whom fhe would be thought 
to favour : Schemes that fometimes ari e from 
them, and fometimes from herfelf ; although at 
the fame time, fhe very well knows them to be 
without the leaft probability of fucceeding. But, to 
do her juftice, {he never feeds or deceives any per- 
fon with promises, where {lie doth not at the fame 
time intend a degree of fincerity. 

She is, upon rhe whole, an excellent companion 
for men of the beft accomplifhments, who have 
nothing to ddire or expedt. 

What parr {he may act hereafter in a larger 
fphere, as Lady of the bed-chamber to a great 

Q--n, (upon fuppofi.g the death of his prefent 

IVi-jefty *, and the Earl of Suffolk, to whofe title 
her hufband fucceeds) and in high efteem with a 


* George the Firft. 
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K-g, neither fhe nor I can foretel. My own 

opinion is natural and obvious, that her talents as 
a courtier will fpread, enlarge, and multiply to 
fuch a degree, that her private virtues, for want of 
room and time to operate, will be laid up clean (like 
clothes in a cheft) tobeufedand put on, whenever 
fatiety, or fome reverfe of fortune, or increafe of 
ill health, (to which laft fhe is fubjeft) fhall difpofe 
her to retire. In the mean time, it will be her 
wifdom to take care that they may not be tarnifhed 
or moth-eaten, for want of airing and turning at 
leaft once a year. 
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CHARACTER 


O F 

DOCTOR SHERIDAN- 


Written in the Year M.DCC.XXXVIIX 


D R. Thomas Sheridan died at Rathfarnam 
the tenth of O&ober 1738. at three of the 
clock in the afternoon : His difeafes were a dropfy 
and afthma. He was doubtlefs the beft inftrudtor 
of youth in thefe kingdoms, or perhaps in Europe ; 
and as great a mailer of the Greek and Roman 
languages. He had a very frui'ful invention, and 
a talent for poetry. His Englifli verfes were full 
of wit and humour, but neither his profe ror vcrfe 
fufficiently correft : However, he would readily 
fubmit to any friend who had a true tafte in profe 
or verfe. He hath left behind him a very great 
colle&ion, in feveral volumes of ftories, humorous, 
witty, wife, or fome way ufeful, gathered from a 
vaft number of Greek, Roman, Italian, Spanifh, 
French, and Englilh writers. 1 believe I may have 
feen about thirty large enough to make as many 
moderate books ino&avo. But, among thofe extratts, 
there were many not worth regard , for five in fix, 
at lead, were of little ufe or entertainment. He 
was (as it is frequently the cafe in men of wit and 
learning) what the French call a Dupe , and in a 
very high degree. The greateft Dunce of a tradef- 
Vol. XII. F f roan 
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man could impofe upon him, for he was altogether 
ignorant of worldly management. His chief Alin¬ 
ing quality was that of a fchoolmafter ; here he 
fhone in his proper element. He had fo much ikill 
and practice in the phyfiognomv of boys, that he 
rarely miftook at the? firft view 1 . His fcholars Laved 
and feared him. He often rather chofe to fhame 
the ftupid, but punifhed the idle, and expofed them 
to all the lads, which was more fevere than ladl¬ 
ing. Among the gentlemen in this kingdom who 
Irate any fhare of education, the fcholars of Dr. 
Sheridan infinitely excel, in number and know¬ 
ledge, all their brethren lent from other fchools. 

To look on the Dottor in fome other Lights, he 
was in many things very indifereet, to fay no worfe. 
He a fled like too many clergymen, who are in 
hade to be married when very young ; and from 
lienee proceeded all the miferies"of his life. The 
portion he got proved to be juft the reverfe of 
500 1 . for he was poorer by a thoufand : So many 
incumbrances of a mother-in-law, and poor rela* 
tions, whom he Was forced to fupport for many 
years. Inftead of breeding up his daughters to 
houfewifery and plain cloafths, he got them, at a 
great expence, to be clad like ladies who had 
plentiful fortunes; made them only learn to fing 
and dance, to draw and defign, "to give them 
rich lilks, and other fopperies; and his two 
eldeft were married without his confent, to 
young lads who had nothing to fettle on them. 
However, he had a fon, whom the Do&or fent to 
Weftminfter fchool, although he could ill afford it. 
The boy was there immediately taken notice of, upon 
examination; although a mere flranger, he was 
by pure merit ele&ed a King’s fcholar. It is true 
their maintenance falls fomething fhort : The 
Doctor was then fo poor, that he could not add 
fourteen pounds to enable the boy to finilh the 
year; which, if he had done, he would have been 

removed 
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removed to a higher clafs, and, in another year, 
would have been fped off (that is the phrafe) to a 
fellowship in Oxford or Cambridge : But the Doc¬ 
tor was forced to recal him to Dublin, and had 
friends in our univerfity to fend him there, where 
he hath been chofen of the foundation ; and, I 
think, hath gotten an exhibition, and defigns to 
Hand for a fellowship. . . . . 

The Doctor had a good church-living, in the 
fouth parts of Ireland, given him by Lord Carte¬ 
ret ; who, being very learned himfelf, encourageth 
it in others. A friend of the Dottor’s prevailed on 
His Excellency to grant it. The living was well 
worth 150 /. per annum . He changed it very foon 
for that of Dunboyn; which, by the knavery of 
the farmers and power of the gentlemen, fell fo 
very low, that he could never get 80 1 . He then 
changed that living for the free-fehool of Cavan, 
where he might have lived well, in fo cheap a 
country, on 80 1. falary per annum t befides his 
Scholars : But the air, he hud, was too moift and 
unwholefome, and he could not bear the company 
of fome perfons in that neighbourhood. Upon, 
t,his he fold the fchool for about 400 1. fpent the 
money, grew into difeafes, and died. 

It would be very honourable, as well as juft, in 
thole many perfons of quality and fortune, who 
had the advantage of being educated under Doctor 
Sheridan, if they would pleafe to ere<ft fome decent: 
monument over his body, in the church where it 
lo depofited. 
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OF THE 

SECOND SOLOMON* 


Written in the Year m,dcc,xxix. 


HI 


E became acquainted with a perfon didinguilh- 
ed for poetical and other writings, and in an 
eminent dation, who treated him with great kind* 
neis on all occafions, and he became familiar in this 
perfon’s houfe +. In three months time, Solomon, 
wuhout the lead provocation, writ a long poem, 
defcribing that perfon’s mufe to be dead, and mak- 
mg a funeral folemnity with afies, owls, ire. and 
gave the copy among all his acquaintance, 

. Solomon became acquainted with a mod deferv- 
lng lady, an intimate friend of the above perfon +, 
who entertained him alfo as Ihe would a brother • 
and, upon giving him a little good advice, in the 
mod decent manner, with relation to his wife, he 
told her. She was like other women, as bad as 
lhe was, and that they were all alike: Although 
his wife be, in every regard except gallantry, (which 
no creature would attempt) the mod difagreeable 
bead in Europe. 


* Dr, Sheridan, Dean Swift. 


t Stella. 
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He lets his wife (whom he pretends to hate as 
fhedeferves) govern, infult, and ruin him, as fhe 
pleafes. Her chara&er is this : Her perion is de- 
teftably difagreeable ; a moft filthy flut; lazy, and 
flothful, and luxurious, ill-natured, envious, fuf- 
picious ; a fcold, expenfive on herfelf, covetous to 
others : She takes thieves and whores, for cheap- 
nefs, to be her fervants, and turns them off* every 
week : Pofitive, iniolent ; an ignorant, prating, 
overweening fool, a lover of the dirtied, meaneft 
company: An abominable tatler, affecting to be 
jealous of her hufband with ladies of the beft rank 
and merit, and merely out of affectation for perfect 
vanity. 

Solomon has no ill defign upon any body but 
himfelf, and he is the greatcd deceiver of himielf 
on all occafions. 

His thoughts are fudden, and the mod unreason¬ 
able always comes uppermofl; and he conffantly 
refolves and a£ts upon his firlf thoughts, and then 
alks advice, but never once before. 

The perfon above-mentioned, whom he lam¬ 
pooned in three months after their acquaintance, 
procured him a good preferment from the Lord 
Lieutenant. Upon going down to take poffeffion, 
Solomon preached, at Cork, a fermon on King 
George’s birth-day, on this text, Sufficient to the day 
is the evil thereof Solomon having been famous for 
a high Tory, and fufpeCfed as a Jacobite, it was a 
mod difficult thing to get any thing for him : But 
that perfon, being an old friend of Lord Carteret, 
prevailed againd all Solomon’s enemies, and got 
him made likewife one of his Excellency’s chap¬ 
lains. But, upon this fermon, he was druck out 
of the lift, and forbid the caftle, until that fame 
perfon brought him again to the Lieutenant, and 
‘made them friends. 

A fancy fprung in Solomon’s head, that a houfe 
near Dublin would be commodious for him and 

his 
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Lis boarders, to lodge in on Saturdays and Sun¬ 
days : Immediately, without conl'ulting any crea- 
ture, he takes a leafe of a rotten houfe at Rathfar. 
nam, the word air in Ireland, for ijqq years at 
twelve pounds a-year; the land, which was only a 
drip of ground, not being worth twenty {hillings 
a-year. When the lame perlon whom he lam¬ 
pooned heard the thing, he begged Solomon to 
get a claule of iurrender, and at laft prevailed to 
have it done after twenty-one years; becaufe it was 
a madnefs to pay eleven pounds a-year, for a thou¬ 
sand years, for a houfe that could not laft twenty. 
Rut Solomon made an agreement with his land¬ 
lady, that he fhould be at liberty to Iurrender his 
kafe in feven years ; and, if he did not do it at 
toat time, Jhould be obliged to keep it for ooy 
years. In the mean time, he expends about one 
hundred pounds on the houfe and garden-wall • 
and, in lels than three years, contracts fuch a hat¬ 
red to the houfe, that lie lets it run to ruin: So 
that, when the feven years are expired, he mull 
either take it for the remainder of the ooo years 
or be fued for wafte, and lofe all the money he laid 
cut: And now he pays twelv^pounds a year for a 
place he never fees. 

Solomon has an eftateof about thirty-five pounds 
per annum, in the county of Cavan ; upon which, 
mitead of ever receiving one penny rent, he hath 
expended above thirty pounds per annum , in build- 
ings and plantations, which are all gone to ruin. 

. Solomon is under-tenant to a Bilhop’s leafe • He 
is bound by articles to his Lordlhip to renew and 
pay a tine, whenever the Bifliop renews with his 
landlord, and to raife his rent as the landlord fhall 
nufe it to the Bi/hop. Seven years expire : Solo¬ 
mon s landlord demands a fine, which he readilv 
piys ; then aiks tor a leafe : 1 he landlord fays, he 
may have it at any time. He never gets it. * An- 
other feven years elapfe: Solomon’s landlord de¬ 
mands 
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mands another fine, and an additional rent: Solo¬ 
mon pays both ; alks to have his leafe renewed : 
The ffceward anfwers, he will fpeak to his matter. 
Seventeen years are elapfed : The landlord fends 
Solomon word that his leafe is forfeited, btcaule 
he hath not renewed and paid his fines according 
to articles ; and now they are at law upon this ad¬ 
mirable cafe. 

It is Solomon’s great happinefs, that, when he 
acts in the common concerns of life, againft com* 
mon fcnfe and reafon, he values himfeif thereup¬ 
on, as if it were the rftark of a great genius, above 
little regards or arts, and that his thoughts are too 
exalted to defcend into the knowledge of vulgar 
management; and you cannot make him a greater 
compliment, than by telling inftances to the com¬ 
pany, before his face, how carelcfs he was in any 
affair that related to his intereft and fortune. 

He is extremely proud and captious, apt to refent 
as an affront and indignity* what was never intend¬ 
ed for either. 

lie is allured as eafily by every new acquaint¬ 
ance, efpccially among women, as a child is by a 
new play-thing, and is led at will by them to fufpe<ft 
and quarrel with his beft friends, of whom he hath 
loft the greatelt part, for want of that indulgency 
which they ought to allow for his failings. 

He is a generous, honeft, good-natured man ; 
but his perpetual want of judgement and difcre- 
tion, makes him aft as if he were neither generous, 
honeft, nor good natured. 

The perfon above mentioned, whom he lam¬ 
pooned, and to whom he owes his preferment, be¬ 
ing in the country and out of order ; Solomon had 
appointed to come for him with a chaile, and bring 
him to town. Solomon fent him word that he was 
to fet out on Monday, and did accordingly, but to 
another part of the kingdom, thirty miles wide of 
the place appointed, in compliment to a lady who 

was 
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was going that way ; there Raid, with her and her 
family, a month, then fent the chaife, in the midft 
of winter, to bring the faid perfon, where Solo¬ 
mon would meet him, declaring he could not ven¬ 
ture himfelf for fear of the frofi : And upon the 
laid perfon’s refufing to go in the chaife alone, or 
to truR to Solomon’s appointment, and being in ill 
health ; Solomon fell into a formal quarrel with 
that perfon, and foully miireprefented the whole 
affair tojuftify himfelf. 

Solomon had publilhed a humorous ballad, cal¬ 
led Balyfpellin *, whither he had gone to drink the 
waters, with a new favourite lady. Hie ballad was 
in the manner of Mr. Gay’s on Molly Mogg, pre¬ 
tending to contain all the rhymes of Balyfpellin* 
His friend, the perlon fo often mentioned, being 
at a gentleman’s houfe in the neighbourhood, and 
merry over Solomon’s ballad, they agreed to make 
another, in difpraife of Balyfpellin-wells, which 
Solomon had celebrated, and with all new rhymes 
not made ule of in Solomon s f. The thing was 
clone, and all in a mere jeR and innocent merri¬ 
ment. Yet Solomon was prevailed upon, by the 
lady he went with, to refent this as an affront on 
her and himfelf; which he did accordingly, againR 
all the rules of reafon, taRc, good-nature, judge¬ 
ment, gratitude, or common manners. 

He will invite fix or more people of condition to 
dine with him on a certain day, fome of them liv¬ 
ing five or fix miles from town. On the day ap¬ 
pointed he will be abfenr, and know nothing of the 
matter, and they all go back dilappointed :°When 
he is told of this, he is pleafcd, becaule it fhews 
him to be a genius and a man of learning. 

Having lain many years under the obloquy of a 
high lory and Jacobite, upon the prefent Queen’s 
birth-day he write a fong, to be performed before 

* See Vol. X. f Ibid. 

the 












the SECOND SOLOMON. 233 

the government and thofe who attended them, in 
praile of the Queer! and the King, on the common 
topics of- her beauty, wit, family, love of England, 
and all other virtues, wherein the King and the 
Royal Children were fharers. It was very hard to 
avoid the common topics, which were mentioned in 
abundance. A young collegian, who had done the 
fame job the year before, got fome reputation on the 
account of his wit: Solomon would needs vie with 
him, by which he loft all the efteem of his old friends 
the Tories, and got not the leaft intereft with the 
*Whigs ; for they are now too ftrong to want advo¬ 
cates of that kind : And therefore one of the Lords 
Juftices, reading the vcrfes in fome company, faid, 
“ Ah, Doctor, this fhall not do.” His name was 
at length in the title-page ; and he did this without 
the knowledge • or advice of one living foul, as he 
liimlelf confefieth. 

His full conviction of having a&ed wrong, in a 
hundred inftances, leaves him as politive in the 
next initance as if he had never been miftaken in 
his life : And if you go to him the next day, and 
find him convinced in the laft, he hath another in- 
ftance ready, wherein he is as politive as he was 
the day before. 
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ON 


THE DEATH OF 


Mrs. JOHNSON, [STELLA.] 

' | ’HISclay, being Sunday, January 28th, 1727-8, 
about eight o’clock at night, a fervant brought 
me a note, with an account of the death of the 
trueft, moft virtuous, and valuable friend, that I, 
or perhaps any other perfon ever was blefied with. 
She expired about fix in the evening of this day ; 
and, as foon as I am left alone, which is about e- 
leven at night, 1 refolve, for my own fatisfadtion, 
to fay fomething of her life and charadter. 

She was born at Richmond in Surrey, on the 
thirteenth day of March, in. the year 1681. Her 
father was a younger brother of a good family in 
Nottinghamfhire, her mother of a lower degree ; 
and indeed Ihe had little to boaft of her birth. I 
knew her from fix years old, and had fome fhare in 
her education, by directing what books ihe fliould 
read, and perpetually inftrudting her in the principles 
of honour and virtue; from which Ihe never iwerv- 
ed in any one adfion or moment of her life. She 
was fickly from her childhood until about the age 
of fifteen : But then grew into perfedt health, and 
was looked upon as one of the moft beautiful, 
graceful, and agreeable young women in London, 
only a little too fat. Her hair was blacker than a 
raven, and every feature of her face in perfedtion. 
She lived generally in the country, with a famHyj 
where flie contradted an intimate friendlhip with 

another 
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mother lady * of more advanced years. I was 
then (to my mortification) fettled in Ireland ; and, 
about a year after, going to vifit my friends in 
England, I found (he was a little uneafy upon the 
death of a perfon on whom flie bad fome depen¬ 
dence. Her fortune, at that time, was in all not 
above fifteen hundred pounds, the intereft of 
which was but a Icanty maintenance, in fo dear a 
country, for one of her fpirit. Tjpon this confider- 
ation, and indeed very much for my own fatisfac- 
tion, who had few friends or acquaintance in Ire¬ 
land, I prevailed with her and her dear friend and 
companion, the other lady, to draw what money 
they had into Ireland, a great part of their fortune 
being in annuities upon funds. Money was then at 
ten per cent, in Ireland, befides the advantage of 
returning it, and all neceffaries of life at half the 
price. They complied with my advice, and foon 
after came over; but, I happening to continue 
fome time longer in England, they were much dif- 
couraged to live in Dublin, where they were whole- 
ly Grangers. She was at that time about nineteen 
■years old, and her perfon was foon diftinguiflied. 
But the adventure looked fo like a frolic, the cen- 
fure held, for fome time, as if there were a fecrct 
hiftory in fuch a removal; which, however, foon 
blew off by her excellent conduct. She came over 
with her friend on the in the year J70 ; 

and they both lived together until this day, when 
death removed her from us. For fome years paft, 
ihe had been vifited with continual ill-health; and 
feveral times, within thefe laft two years, her life 
was defpaired of. But, for this twelve-months 
paft, Ihe never had a day’s health; and, properly 
fpeaking, Ihe hath been dying fix months, but kept 
alive, almoft againft nature, by the generous kind- 
nels of two phyficians, and the care of her friend?. 


* Mrs, Dingley. 
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Thus far I writ the fame night between eleven and 
twelve. 

Never was any of her fex born with better gifts 
of the mind, or more improved them by reading 
and converfation. Yet her memory was not of the 
beft, and was impaired in the latter years of her 
life. But 1 cannot call to mind that I ever once 
heard her make a wrong judgement of perfons, 
books, or affairs. Her advice was always the beft, 
and with the greateft freedom, mixt with the great- 
eft decency. She had a gracefulnefs fomewhat 
more than human in every motion, word, and 
adlion. Never was fo happy a conjunction of civi¬ 
lity, freedom, eaiinefs, and lincerity. There feemed 
to be a combination among all that knew her, to 
treat her with a dignity much beyond her rank : 
Yet people of all forts were never more eafy than 
in her company. Mr. Addifon, when he was in 
Ireland, being introduced to her, immediately 
found her out; and, if he had not foon after left 
the kingdom, allured me he would have ufed all 
endeavours to cultivate her friendfhip. A rude or 
conceited coxcomb paffed his time very ill, upon 
the leafl breach of refpect; for, in fuch a cafe, 
flie had no mercy, but was fure to expofe him to 
the contempt of the ftanders-by ; yet in fuch a 
manner as he was afhamed to complain, and durft 
not refent All of us, who had the happinefs of 
her friendfhip, agreed unanimoufly, that, in an af¬ 
ternoon, or evening’s converfation, Pne never fail¬ 
ed before we parted of delivering the beft thing 
that was faid in the company. Some of us have 
written down feveral of her fayings, or what the 
French call Bern Mcts , wherein Pie excelled almoft 
beyond belief*. She never mi ft 00 k the under- 
flanding of others; nor ever faid a fevere word, 
but where a much ieverer was deferved. 


* See Vol. VI. p. 1,5. 
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Her fervants loved and almoft adored her at the 
fame time. She would, upon occalions, treat them 
with freedom, yet her demeanour was fo awful, 
that they durft not fail in the leaft point of refpedt. 
She chid them feldom, but it was with feverity, 
which had an effect upon them for a long time 
after. 

Januayy 29th, My head aches, and I can write 
no more. 

January 30th, Tuefday . 

This is the night of the funeral, which my ftck- 
nefs will not fuffer me to attend. It is now nine at 
night, and I am removed into another apartment, 
that I may not fee the light in the church, which 
is juft over againft the window of my bed cham- 

* ber. 

With all the foftnefs of temper that became a 
lady, fhe had the perfonal courage of a hero. She 
and her friend having removed their lodgings to a 
new houfe, which ftood folitary, a parcel of rogues, 
armed, attempted the houfe, where there was only 
one boy : She was then about four and twenty : 

• And, having been warned to apprehend fome fuch 
attempt, fhe learned the management of a piftol ; 
and, the other women and fervants being half dead 
with fear, fhe ftole foftly to her dining-room win¬ 
dow, put on a black hood, to prevent being feen, 
primed the piftol frefh, gently lifted up the fafh ; 
and, taking her aim with the utmoft prefence of 
mind, difeharged the piftol, loaden with bullets, 
into the body of one villian, who ftood the faireft 
mark. The fellow, mortally wounded, was carried 
off by the reft, and died the next morning, but his 
companions could not be found. The Duke of 
Ormond hath often drank her health to me upon 
that account, and had always an high elteem of 
her. She was indeed under fome appiehenfions of 
going in a boat, after fome danger Ihe had narrow¬ 
ly efcaped by water, but (he was reafoned thorough- 







23 ? On Mrs. JOHNSON** DEATH. 

ly out of it. She was never known to cry out, or 
difcover any fear, in a coach or on horfeback, or 
any uneafinefs by thofe hidden accidents with which 
mofl: of her fex, either by weaknefs or aife&ation, 
appear fo much difordered. 

She never had the leaffc abfence of mind in con- 
verlation, nor given to interruption, or appeared 
eager to put in her word by waiting impatiently un¬ 
til another had done. She fpoke in a mofl: agree¬ 
able voice, in the plained words, never hefitatipg, 
except out of modedy before new faces, where die 
was fomewhat referved ; nor, among her neared 
friends, ever fpoke much at a time. She was but little 
verfed in the common topics of female chat; fcandal, 
cenfure, and detraction, never came out of her 
mouh: Yet, among a few friends, in private con- 
verfation, hie made little ceremony in difeovering 
her contempt of a coxcomb, and deferibing all hilj 
follies to the life ; but the follies of her own fex 
Ihe was rather inclined to extenuate or to pity. 

When ihe was once convinced by open fadts of 
any breach of truth or honour, in a perfon of high 
flation, efpecially in the church, die could not con¬ 
ceal her indignation, nor hear them named without 
fhewing her difpleafure in her countenance ; parti¬ 
cularly one or two of the latter fort, whom (lie had 
known and efteemed, but deteded above all man¬ 
kind, when it was manifed they had facrificed thofe 
two precious virtues to their ambition, and would 
much fooner have forgiven them the common 
immoralities of the laity. 

Her frequent fits of ficknefs, in mod parts of 
her life, had prevented her from making that pro- 
grefs in reading which fhe would otherwife have 
done. She was well verfed in the Greek and Ro¬ 
man fforv, and was not unfkilkd in that of France 
and England. She fpoke French perfcdlly, put 
forgot much of it by negletfc and ficknefs. She 
had read carefully all the bed booths of travels, 
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Ivhich ferve to open arid enlarge the mind. She 
underllood the Platonic and Epicurean philofophy, 
and judged very well of the dcfedb of the latter. 
She made very judicious abflrafls of the beff boohs 
Ihe had read She underflood the nature of go¬ 
vernment, and could point out all the errors of 
Hobbes, both in that and religion. She had a 
good infight into phyfic, and knew fomewhat of 
anatomy; in both which file was inftrucld in her 
younger days by an eminent phyfician, who had 
her long under his care, and bore the higheft e- 
fleem for her perfon and underftandrng. She had 
a true tafle of wit and good fenfe, both in poetry 
and profe, and was a perfect good critic of ftyle : 
Neither was it eafy to find a more proper or impar¬ 
tial judge, whofe advice an author might better 
rely on, if he intended to lend a thing into the 
world, provided it was on a fubje£l that came with¬ 
in the compals of her knowledge. Yet, perhaps, 
ihe was iometimes too fevere, which is a fafe and 
pardonable error. She prelerved her wit, judge¬ 
ment and vivacity to the laft, but often uied to 
complain of her memory. 

Her fortune, with fome acceftion, could not, as 
I have heard fay, amount to mu h more than two 
thoufand pounds, whereof a great part fell with 
her life, having been placed upon annuities in 
England, and one in Ireland. In a perfon fo ex¬ 
traordinary, perhaps it maybe pardon bie to men¬ 
tion lome particulars, although of little moment, 
further than to let forth her character. Some 
prefents of gold pieces being often made to her 
while fhe was a girl, by her mother and other 
friends, on promife to keep them, fhe grew into 
fucli a fpirit of thriit, thar, in about three years, 
they amounted to above two hundred pounds. She 
uied to fhew them with boafting ; but her mother, 
apprehending (lie would be cheated of them, pre¬ 
vailed in fome months, and with great importuni¬ 
ties. 
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ties, to have them put out to intereft : When the 
girl loft the pleafure of feeing and counting her 
gold, which ihe never failed of doing many times 
in a day, and defpaired of heaping up iuch another 
treafure, her humour took the quite contrary 
turn : She grew carelefs and fquandering of every 
new acquifition, and fo continued till about two 
and twenty ; when, by advice of fome friends, and 
the fright of paying large bills of tradefmen, who 
enticed her into their debt, fhe began to reflect up- 
ou her own folly, and was never at reft untill ihe 
had difchargcd all her fhop bills, and refunded 
herfelf a coniiderable iutn ihe had run out After 
which, by the addition of a few years and a fupe- 
rior undei (landing, fhe became, and continued all 
her life a moft prudent ceconomift ; yet ftill with a 
ftrong bent to the liberal fide, wherein ihe gratified 
herfelf by avoiding all expence in cloaths, (which 
ihe ever defpifed) beyond what was merely decent. 
And, although her frequent returns of ficknefs 
were very chargeable, except fees to phyficians, of 
which ihe met with feveral fo generous that ihe 
could force nothing on them, (and indeed /he 
muft otherwife have been undone); yet ihe never 
was without a confiderable fum of ready monev. 
Inlomuch, that, upon her death, when her near- 
eft friends thought her very bare, her executors 
found in her ftrong box about a hundred and fifty 
pounds in gold. She lamented the narrowneis of 
her fortune in nothing fo much, as that it did not 
enable her to entertain her friends fo often, and 
in fo hofpitable a manner as ihe defired. Yet thev 
were always welcome; and. while ihe was in health 
to dired. were treated with neatnefs and elegance: 
So that the levenues of her and her companion, 
palled for much more confiderable than they really 
were. They lived always in lodgings, their do- 
meftics conn.ting or two maids and one man. Sire 
kept an account of all the family expences, front 
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her arrival In Ireland to fome months before her 
death ; and file would often repine; when looking 
back upon the annals of her houfchold bills, that 
every thing necelTary for life was double the price, 
while intereft of money was funk almoif to one 
half; fo that the addition made to her fortune was 
indeed grown absolutely necefiary. 

[I fince writ as I found time.] 

But her charity to the poor was a duty not to be 
diminifhed, and therefore became a tax upon thofe 
tradefmen who furnifh the fopperies of other ladies. 
She bought cloaths as feldom as pofiibie, and thofe 
as plain and cheap as confided with the fituation 
file was in ; and wore no lace for many years. 
Either her judgement or fortune was extraordina¬ 
ry, in the choice of thofe on whom flie bellowed 
her charity; for it went further in doing good 
than double the film from any other hand. And 
I have heard her lay, file always met with grati¬ 
tude from the poor : Which mull be owing to her 
fkill in diftinguilhing proper objedls, as well as her 
gracious manner in relieving them. 

• But Ihe had another quality that much delighted 
her, although it may be thought a kind of check 
up'ort her bounty; however, it was a pleafure fiie 
could not refift: I mean that of making agreeable 
prefents, wherein I never knew her equal, alUio* 
it be an affair of as delicate a nature as moll in the 
courfe of life. She ufed to define a prefent, That 
it Was a gift to a friend of fortiething he wanted, or 
was fond of> and which could not be ealily gotten 
for money. I am confident, during my acquain¬ 
tance with lifer, fiie hath, in thefe and fome other 
kinds Of liberality, difpoled of to the value of feve- 
ral hundred pounds. As to prefents made to her- 
felf, (he received them with great unwillingnefs, 
but cfpecially from thole to ivliom fiie had ever gi¬ 
ven any; being on all occafions the moll difinter- 
efted mortal 1 ever knew or heard of. 

VoL.XIf. Hk 
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From her own difpofition, at leaft as much a3 
from the frequent want of health, fhe feldom made 
any vifits; but her own lodgings, from before 
twenty years old, were frequented by many perfons 
of the graver fort, who all refpedled her highly, 
upon her good fenfe, good manners, and conver¬ 
sion. Among thefe were the late Primate Lind- 
fay, Bifliop Lloyd, Bifliop Afhe, Bifhop Brown, 
Bifhop Steam, Bilhop Pulleyn, with fome others 
of later dater ; and indeed the greateft number of 
her acquaintance was among the clergy. Honour, 
truth, liberality, good nature, and modefty, were 
the virtues fhe chiefly poflcfled, and moft valued 
in her acquaintance ; and where fhe found them, 
would be ready to allow for fome defects, nor va¬ 
lued them lefs, although they did not fhine in 
learning or in wit; but would never give the leaft 
allowance For any failures in the former, even to 
thofe who made the greateft figure in either of the 
two latter. She had no ufe of any per foil’s libera* 
liry, yet her deteftation of covetous people made 
her unealy if fuch a one was in her company; up¬ 
on which occafion fhe would fay many things very 
entertaining and humorous. 

She never interrupted any perfon who fpoke ; 
flic laughed at no miftakes they made, but helped 
them out with modefty; and if a good thing were 
fpoken, but neglected, fhe would not let it fall, but 
let it in the beft light to thofe who were prefent. 
She liftened to all that was faid, and had never the 
leaft diftradlion, or abfence of thought. 

It was not fife nor prudent, in her prefence, to 
oflvnd in the leaft word againft modefty ; for fhe 
then gave full employment to her wit, her con¬ 
tempt, and refentment, under which even ftupidi- 
ty and brutality were forced to fink into confuiion ; 
and the guilty perfon, by her future avoiding him 
like a bear or a iatyr, was never in a way to tranf- 
grefs a fecond time. 
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It happened one Angle coxcomb, of the pert 
kind, was in her company, among fevera! other 
ladies ; and, in his flippant way, began to deliver 
fome double meanings : The reft flapt their fans, 
and ufed the other common expedients pra&ifed in 
fuch cafes, of appearing not to mind or compre¬ 
hend what was faid. Her behaviour was very dif¬ 
ferent, and perhaps may be cenfured. She faid 
thus to the man : “ Sir, all thefe ladies and I un- 
44 derftand your meaning very well, having, in 
te fpite of our care, too often met with thofe of 
44 your fex who wanted manners and good fenfe* 
4< But, believe me, neither virtuous nor even vi- 
44 cious women love fuch kind of converfation. 
cc However, I will leave you, and report your bc- 
44 haviour : And, whatever vifit I make, I fliall 
44 fir ft inquire at the door whether you are in the 
44 houfe, that I may be fure to avoid you.'* I know 
not whether a majority of ladies would approve of 
fuch a proceeding ; but I believe the pra&ice of it 
would foon put an end to that corrupt converfa¬ 
tion, the worft effedf of dulnefs, ignorance, im¬ 
pudence, and vulgarity, and the higheft affront to 
the modefty and underftanding of the female-fex. 

By returning very few viflts, (he had not much 
company of her own fex, except thofe whom (lie 
moft loved for their eafinefs, or efteemed for their 
good fenfe; and thofe, not infilling on ceremony, 
came often to her. But fhe rather chofe men for 
her companions the ufual topics of ladies difcourfe 
being fuch as ftie had little knowledge of, and lefs 
relifh. Yet no man was upon the rack to entertain 
her, for flie eaflly defcended to any thing that was 
innocent and diverting. News, politic', cenfure, 
family-management, or town talk, Ihe always di¬ 
verted to fomething elfe ; but thefe indeed fcldom 
happened, for fhe chofe her company better : And 
therefore many, who miftook her and themfelves, 
having follicited her acquaintance, and finding 
Hh 2 themfelves 
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themfelves difappointed after a few vifits,, dropt off; 
and flie was never known to inquiry into tlpie rea- 
fon, or afk what was become of them. 

She was never poiitive in arguing, and (he ufual- 
ly treated rhofe who were fo, in a manner which 
well enough gratified that unhappy diipofition; yet 
in fuch a fort as made it very contemptible, and at 
the fame time did fome hurt to the owners. Whe¬ 
ther this proceeded from her eafinefs in general, 
or from her indifference to certain perlons, or 
from her defpair of mending them, or from the 
fame practice which flic much liked in Mr. Addi- 
fon, I cannot determine; but when ilie faw any of 
the company very warm in a wrong opinion, fhe 
was more inclined to confirm them in it than op- 
pofe them. The excufe ilie commonly gave whea 
her friends afked the reafon, was, That it prevent¬ 
ed noife, and hived time Yet I have known her 
very angry with fome whom £he much efteemed, 
for fometimes falling into that infirmity. 

She loved Ireland much better than the genera¬ 
lity of thofe who owe both their birth and riches 
to it; and, having brought over all the fortune 
fhe had in money, left the reverfion of the beft. 
part of it, one thoufand pounds, to Dr. Stephen’s 
liofpitai, She detefted the tyranny and injuftice of 
England, in their treatment of this kingdom. She 
had indeed reafon to love a country, where ilie 
had the efteem and friendihip of all who knew 
her, and the univerfal good report of all who ever 
heard of her, without one exception, if I am told 
the trut'i by thofe who keep general converfation. 
Which char after is the more extraordinary, in 
falling to a perfon of fo much knowledge, wit, 
and vivacity, qualities that are ufed to create envv, 
and confequently cenfure ; and mu ft be rather im¬ 
puted to her great modefty, gentle behaviour and 
inolieniivends, than to her fuperior virtues. 
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Although her knowledge, from books and com¬ 
pany, was much more extenfive than ufually falls 
to the 111 are of her fex; yet (he was fo far from 
making a parade of it, that her female vilitants, on 
their lirft acquaintance, who expedled to difcover 
it, by what they call hard words and deep difcourfe, 
would be fometimes difappointed, and lay, they 
found (he was like other women. But wife men, 
through all her modefty, whatever they difcourfed 
on, could eafily obferve that fhe underftood them 
very well, by the judgement fliewn in her obferva- 
tion as well as iu her queftipns. 
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OF THE 


EDUCATION of LADIES. 

'T’HERE is a fubjeft of controverfy which I have 
frequently met with, in mixt and fekft com¬ 
panies of both fexes, and fometimes onlv of men ; 
whether it be prudent to chufe a wife, who hath 
good natural fenfe, fome tafte of wit and humour, 
lufficientiy veiled in her own natural language, a- 
ble to read and to relilh hiftory, books of travels, 
xnoral or entertaining difcourfes, and be a tolerable 
judge of the beauties in poetry, JLhis queftion is 
generally determined in the negative by the women 
themfelves, but almoft univerfally by the men. 

We muft obferve, that, "in this debate, thofc 
whom we call men and women of fafhion are only 
to be underftood, not merchants, tradefmen, or 
others of fuch occupations, who are not fuppofed 
to have fhared in a liberal education. I except 
likewife ail minifters of flate, during their power 
law) ei s and phvlicians in great practice, perlons in 
lucii employments as take up the greater part of 
the day, and perhaps fome other conditions of life 
which I cannot call to mind. Neither muft l for. 
get to except all gentlemen of the army, from the 
General to the Enfign ; becaufe thofe qualifications 
above-mentioned, in a wife, are whollv out of 
their element and comprehenfion; together with 
an mathematicians, and gentlemen lovers of mulic, 
metaphyficians, virtuoli, and great talkers, who 
have all amuiements enough of their own. .All 
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thefe put together will amount to a great number 
of adverfaries, whom I fhail have no occailon to 
encounter, becaufe 1 am already of their fenti- 
ments. Thole perfons, whom I mean to include, 
are the bulk of: Lords, knights, and Iquires, through¬ 
out England, whether they relide between the town 
and country, or generally in either. 1 do aho in¬ 
clude thofe of the clergy, who have tolerably good 
preferments in London, or any other parts of the 
kingdom. 

The mod material arguments that I have met 
with, on the negative fide of this great qu eft ion, 
are what I lhall now impartially report, in as itrong 
a light as I think they can bear. 

It is argued, That the great end of marriage is 
propagation: That, confequently. the piincipal 
bufinels of a wife is to breed children, and to ake 
care of them in their infancy : That the wife is to 
look to her family, watch over the lervants, Ice 
that they do their work : That lhe be abfent from 
herhoule as little as pofiible : That lhe is .mis er¬ 
able for every thing amils in the family : I hat lhe 
is to obey all the lawful commands of her hufband ; 
and vifit, or be vifited by no perfon whom he dii- 
approves. That her whole bufinefs, if well per¬ 
formed, will take up mod hours ot the day; That 
the greater lhe is, and the more lervants flie keeps, 
her infpetftioa mud increafe accordingly. For as 
a family reprelems a kingdom, fo the wile, who 
is her hufband’s fir ft minifter, muft, under him, 
direct all the officers of ftare, even to the lowed ; 
and report their behaviour to her hufband, as the 
fiift minifter does to his prince. Tiiariuch a fta- 
tion requires much time, and thought, and order ; 
and, it well executed, leaves but little time for vi- 
fits or diverfions. 

That a humour of reading books, excepting 
thofe of devotion or houftwitxry, is apt to turn a 
woman’s brain. That plays, romances, noveis, 
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and love-poems, are only proper to inilruft them 
how to carry on an intrigue. That all affectation 
of knowledge, beyond what is merely domett rc* 
renders them vain, conceited, and pretending. 
That the natural levity of women wants ballaft ; 
and, when (he once begins to think {he kno\v 3 
more than others of her fex, fhe will begin to tle- 
fpife her hufband, and grow fond of every cox¬ 
comb who pretends to any knowledge in books. 
That {he will learn fcholaftic words ; make herfelf 
ridiculous by pronouncing them wrong, and ap¬ 
plying them abfurdly in all companies. Thar, in 
the mean time, her houfehold-affairs, and the care 
of her children, will be wholely laid afide; her 
toilet will be crowded with all the under-wits, where 
the conversation will pafs in criticifing on the lafl 
play or poem that comes out, and fhe will be care¬ 
ful to remember all the remarks that were made, 
in order to retail them in the next vifit, efpecially 
in company who know no;hing of the matter. That 
{he will have all the impertinence of a pedant, 
without the knowledge; and, for every new ac¬ 
quirement, will become fo much the worfe. 

To fay the truth, that fhameful and almoft uni- 
verfal negle&of good education among our nobili¬ 
ty, gentry, and indeed among all others who 
are born to good eftates, will make this effay of 
little ufe to the prelent age : For, confidering 
the modern way of training up both fexes in 
ignorance, idlenefs, and vice, it is of little con- 
fequence hoiv they are coupled together. And 
therefore, my fpeculations on this iubjedt can be 
only of ufe to a fmall number : For, in the pre¬ 
fers fituation of the world, none but wife and good 
men can fail of miffing their match, whenever they 
are difpofed to marry ; and, confequently, there is 
no reafon for complaint on either fide. The forms 
by which a hufband and wife are to live, with re¬ 
gard to each other and ta the world, are fufficient- 
' 1 7 
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Jy known and fix.d, in direCl contradiction to eve¬ 
ry precept of morality, religion, or civil inftitu- 
tion : It would be therefore an idle attempt to aim 
at breaking lo firm an eftablifhment. 

But, as it fomctimes happens, that an elder bro¬ 
ther dies late enough to leave the younger at the 
univerfitv, after he hath made fome progrefs in 
learning ; if we fuppofe him to have a tolerable 
genius, and a defire to improve it, he may confe- 
quently learn to value and efteem wifdom and 
knowledge wherever he finds them, even after his 
father’s death, when his title and eftate come into 
his own pofiefiion. Of this kind I reckon by a fa¬ 
vourable computation, there may poffiblybe found, 
by a ftriCl fearch among the nobility and gentry 
throughout England, about five hundred. Among 
thofe of all other callings or trades, who are able 
to maintain a fon at the univerfity, about treble 
that number. The fons of clergymen bred to learn¬ 
ing with any fucceis, muft, by reafon of their 
parents poverty, be very inconfiderable, many o£ 
them being only admitted fervitors in colleges* 
(and conlequcntly proving good for nothing): I 
fhali therefore count them to be not above four- 
fcore. But, to avoid fractions, I fhali fuppofe 
there may poflibly be a round number of two thou- 
fand male human creatures in England (including 
Wales), who have a tolerable (hare of reading and 
good ienfe. I include in this lift all perfons of fu- 
perior abilities, or great genius, or true judgement 
and tafte, or of profound literature, who, I am 
confident, we may reckon to be at leaft five and 
twenty. 

I am very glad to have this opportunity of doing 
an honour to my country, by a computation which 
I am afraid foreigners may conceive to be partial ; 
when, out of only fifteen thoufand families of lords 
and eftated gentlemen, which may probably be 
their number, I fuppofe one in thirty to be tolera- 
Vol, XII. Ii bly 
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bly educated, with a fufficient fliare of good fenfer, 
Perhaps the cenfure may be juft. And therefore, 
upon cooler thoughts, to avoid all cavils, I (halt 
reduce them to one thoufand, which, at lead, will- 
be a number fufficient to fill both Houfes of Par¬ 
liament. 

The daughters of great and rich families, com¬ 
puted after the fame manner, will hardly amount 
to above half the number of the male : Becaufe 
vhe care of their education is either left entirely to 
their mothers, or they are fent to boardingfchools, 
or put into the hands of Englifh or French gover- 
nefles, and generally the word that can be gotten 
for money. So that, after the reduction 1 was 
compelled 1 to, from two thoufand'to one, half the 
number of well-educated nobility and gentry muft 
either continue in a {ingle life, or be forced to cou¬ 
ple thcmfelves with women for whom they can 
poflibly have no efteem; I mean fools, prudes, co¬ 
quettes, gamefters, faunterers, endlefs talkers of 
nonfenfe, fplenetic idlers, intriguers, given to. 
ftandal and cenfure, * * * * 
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A 

DISCOURSE 


To prove the Antiquity of the 


ENGLISH TONGUE. 

Shewing, from various in/lances, that Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin, were derived from the 
English. 

D URING the reign of parties, for about forty 
years pad, it is a melancholy confideration to 
obferve how Philology hath been negle&ed, which 
was before the darling employment of the greateft 
authors, from the redoration of learning in Eu¬ 
rope. Neither do I remember it to have been cul¬ 
tivated, lince the Revolution, by any one perfon, 
with great luccefs, except our illudrious modern dar. 
Dr. Richard Bentley, with whom the republic of 
learning mud expire, as mathematics did with Sir 
Ifaac Newton. My ambition hath been gradually 
attempting, from my early youth, to be the holder 
of a rufh -light before that great luminary ; which, 
at lead, might be of fome little ufc during thofe 
ihort intervals, while he was fnuffing his candle, of 
^peeping with it under a bufliel. 
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My prefent attempt is to afiert the antiquity of 
our Englilh tongue; which, as Ifhall undertake to 
prove by invincible arguments, hath varied very 
little for thefe two thoufand fix hundred and thirty- 
four years part. And my proofs will be drawn 
from etymology ; wherein I fhall ufe my readers 
much fairer than Pezron, Skinner, Yorfiigan, 
Camden, and many other fuperficial pretenders 
have done For I will put no force upon the words, 
nor defire any more favour than to allow for the 
ufual accidents of corruption, or the avoiding a 
cacophonia. 

I think I can make it manifeft to all impartial 
readers, that our language, as we now fpeak it, 
was originally the fame with thofe of the Jews, the 
Greeks, and the Romans, however corrupted in 
fucceeding times by a mixture of barbarilins. I 
fhall only produce, at prefent, two inllances among 
a thoufand from the Latin tongue. Cloaca, which 
they interpret a neceffiry houfe, is altogether an 
Englilh word, the laft letter a being, by the miftake 
of fome fcribe, transferred from the beginning to 
the end of the word. In the primitive orthography 
it is called a clone, which had the fame fignification ; 
and ftill continues in Edinburgh in Scotland : 
"Where a man in a choc , or cloak, of large circum¬ 
ference and length, carrying a convenient vefiel un¬ 
der it, calls, as he goes through the ftreets, Wha 
has need of me ? Whatever cuftomer calls, the vef- 
fel is placed in the corner of the ftreet, the cloac, 
or a cloak, lurrounds and covers him, and thus he 
is eafed with decency and fecrecy. 

-The fecond inftance is yet more remarkable. 
The Latin word Turpis fignifieth najly, or filthy. 
Now this word Turpis is a plain compofition of two 
Englilh words ; only by a fyncope, the laft letter of 
the firft lyllable, which is d, is taken out of the 
middle, to prevent the jarring of three confo- 
nants together : And theie two Englilh words ex- 
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prefs the two moft unfeemly excrements that belong 
to man. 

But altho* I could produce many other examples, 
equally convincing, that the Hebrews, the Greeks, 
and the Romans originally fpoke the lame lan¬ 
guage which we do at prelent; yet I have cholen to 
conhne myfelf chiefly to the proper names ot perfons, 
becaufe I conceive they will be of greater weight 
to confirm what I advance; the ground and realon 
of thole names being certainly owing to the nature, 
or fome diftinguilhing action or quality in thole per» 
fons, and consequently exprtfled in the true an- 
tient language of the Several people. 

I will begin with the Grecians, among whom the 
moft antient are the great leaders on both tides in 
the liege of Troy. For it is plain from Homer, 
that the Trojans fpoke Greek as well as the Gre¬ 
cians. Of thefe latter, Achilles was the moft va¬ 
liant. This Hero was of a reftlefs unquiet nature, 
never giving himSelf any repofe either in peace 
or war; and therefore, as Guy of Warwick 
was called a Kill cow, and another terrible man a 
Kill devil, So this General was called Kill-eafe , or 
deftroycr of eafe; and, at length, by corruption, 
Achilles, 

Hetftor, on the other fide, was the braveft among 
the Trojans. He had deftroyed So many of the 
Greeks, by hacking and tearing them, that his fol- 
diers. when they Saw him fighting, would cry out, 
«« Now the enemy will be hackt, now he will be 
“ tore * At laft, by putting both words together, 
this appellation was given to their leader, under 
the name o! Hack tore ; and, for the more commo¬ 
dious founding, Heftor. 

Diomede, another Grecian captaio, had the bold- 
nefs to fight with Venus , and wound her; whereup 
on the goddefs, in a rage, ordered her fon Cupid to 
make this Hero be hated by ail women, repeating it 
often that he Ihould die a maid ; from whence, by a 
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fmall change in orthography, he was called Dio¬ 
mede. And it is to be obferved, that the term 
Maiden-head is frequently, at this very time, ap¬ 
plied to perfons of either fex. 

Ajax was, in fame, the next Grecian general tQ 
Achilles. The derivation of his name from A 
Jakes, however aliened by great authors, is in my 
opinion, very unworthy both of them, and of the 
hero hiinfelf. I have often wondered to fee fuch 
learned men miftake in fo clear a point. This hero 
ss known to have been a moft intemperate liver, as 
it is ufual with foldiers; and, although he were not 
old, yet, by ccnverfing with camp-ftrolers, he had 
got pains in his bones, which he pretended to his 
friends were only Age-aches ; but they telling the 
ftory about the army, as the vulgar always con¬ 
found right pronunciation, he was afterwards 
known by no other name than Ajax . 

The next I (hall mention is Andromache , the fa¬ 
mous wife of Heft or. Her father was a Scotch 
gentleman, of a noble family, ftill fubfifting in that 
antient kingom. But, being a foreigner in Troy, 
to which city he led fome of his countrymen 
in the defence of Priam , as Diftys Cretenfls lear¬ 
nedly obferves ; He&or fell in love with his daugh¬ 
ter, and the father’s name was Andrew Mack ay. 
The young lady was called by the fame name, 
only a little foftened to the Grecian accent. 

Ajlyanax was the fon of He&or and Andromache „ 
When Troy was taken, this young Prince had his 
head cut off, and his body thrown to fwine. From 
this fatal accident he had his name - 9 which hath, 
bv a peculiar good fortune, been preferved entire, 
A fly, an ax. 

Mars may be mentioned among thefe, becaufe 
he fought again ft the Greeks. He was called The 
Cod of war ; and is deferibed as a fwearing, fwag- 
gering companion, and a great giver of rude lan¬ 
guage. l or, when he was angry, he would cry, 
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Itifs my a—fe , my a—fe in a band-box, my a—fe 
“ all overWhich he repeated fo commonly,, 
that he got the appellation of My-a fc ; and, by a 
common abbreviation, M'ars : from whence, by 
leaving out the mark of elilion, Mars : And this 
is a common practice among us at prefent ; as in 
the words D’anvers , D' avenport , D’anby , which 
are now written Danvers , Davenport , Danby , and 
many others. 

The next is Hercules, otherwife called Alacks. 
Both thefe names are Englifh, with little alteration; 
and deferibe the principal qualities of that hero, 
who was diftinguifhed for being a flave to his mif- 
trefles, and at the fame time for his great ftrength 
and courage. Omphale , his chief miftrefs, ufedto call 
her lovers Her cullies ; and, becaufe this hero was 
more and longer fubjeft to her than any other, he 
was in a particlar manner cailled the chief of heir 
cullies ; which, by an eafy change, made the word 
Hercules. His other name Alddes was given him 
on account of his prowefs : For, in fight, he ufed 
to ftrike on all fides> and was allowed on allJides 
to be the chief hero of his age. For one of which 
reafons, he was called All fides, or Abides ; but I 
aminclined to favour the former opinion. 

A certain Grecian youth was a great imitator of 
Socrates ; which that philofopher obferving, with 
much pleafure, faid to his friends, “ There is an 
Ape 0 mine own daysJ’ After which the young 
man was called Eparninondas and proved to be the 
mod virtuous perfon,as well as the greateft general 
of his age. 

Ucalegon was a very obliging inn-keeper of Troy. 
When a gueft Was going to take horfe, the land¬ 
lord took leave of him with this compliment, “ Sir, 
c< I fhall be glad to fee you call again." Strangers, 
who knew not his right name, caught his laft 
words; and thus, by degrees, that appellation pre¬ 
vailed 
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vailed, and he was know by no other name^ cved 
.among his neighbours. 

Hydra was a great Terpent which Hercules flew. 
His ufual outward garment was the rauj hyde of a 
lion, and this he had on when he attacked the fer- 
pent; which, therefore, took its name from the 
(kin : The modefty of that hero devolving the ho¬ 
nour of his vidlory upon the lion’s fkin, calling 
that enormous fnake the Hyderdw ferpent. 

Leda was the mother of Cojlor and Pollux ; 
whom Jupiter embracing in the fhape of a fwan, 
fhe laid a couple of eggs; and was therefore called 
Laid a , or Leda . 

As to Jupiter himfelf : It is well known that 
the ftatues and pictures of this Heathen God, in 
the Roman catholic countries, refemble thofe of 
St. Peter, and are often taken the ohe for the o- 
ther. The reafon is rrianifeft : For, when the fm- 
perors had eflablifhed Chriftianity, the Heathens 
were afraid of acknowledging their Heathen idols 
of the chief God, and pretended ic was only a fta- 
tue of the Jevj Peter . And thus the principal Hea¬ 
then god came to be called by the antient Romans, 
with very little alteration, Jupiter. 

The Hamadryades are reprefented by miftaken 
antiquity as Nymphs of the Groves . But the true ac¬ 
count is this : They were women of Calabria, who 
dealt in bacon ; and living near the Tea-Tide, ufed 
to pickle their bacon in falt-water,and then Tet it up 
to dry in the Tun. From whence they were proper¬ 
ly called Ham a-dry a days , and, in procels of 
time, mif-fpelt Hamadryades. 

Neptune , the God of the Tea, had his name from 
the Tunes Tung to him by Tritons , upon their fliells 
every neap or nep tide. The word is comedown to 
us almoft uncorrupted, as well as that of the Trit 
tons , his Tervants; who. in order to pleafe their 
mailer, ufed to try all tones, till they could hit up¬ 
on that he liked. 
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Arijlotle was a Peripatetic philofopher, who ufed 
to inttruft his fcholars while he was walking. 
When the lads were come, he would arife to tell 
them what he thought peoper; and was therefore 
called Arife to tell. But fucceeding ages, who un- 
derilood not this etymology, have, by an abfurd 
change, made it Arijlotle. _ 

Arijlophanes was a Greek comedian, full of le¬ 
vity, and gave himfelf too much freedom 5 which 
made a graver people not lcruple to fay, that he 
had a great deal of airy fluff in his writings : And 
thefe words, often repeated, made fucceeding ages 
denominate him Arijlophanes. "Vide Rojin Antiq. 

' 1 Alexander the Great was very fond of eggs 
roafted in hot alhes. As foon as his cooks heard 
he was come home to dinner or fupper, they called 
aloud to their under-officers, All eggs under ike 
Grate: Which, repeated every day at noon and 
evening, made ftrangers think it was that 1 tince s 
real name, and therefore gave him no other ; and 
pollerity hath been ever fince under the lame de- 
lulion. 

Pygmalion was a perfon of a very low ftature, 
but great valour j which made his townfmen call 
him Pygmylicn : And fo it Ihould be Ipeit ; al¬ 
though the word hath fuffered lefs by tranferibers 
than many others. . . 

Archimedes was a mo ft famous mathematician. 
His ftudies required much lilence and quiet 1 But 
his wife having feveral maids, they were always 
difturbing him with their tattle or their buhnels; 
which forced him to come out every now and 
then to the ftair-head, and cry. “ Hark ye maids, if 
“ ye will not be quiet, I lhall turn you out of doors. 
He repeated thefe words. Hark ye maids, fo often 
that the unlucky jades, when they found he was rt 
his ftudy, would fay. There is Hark ye m,.ids, let 
us fpeak foftly : Thus the name went through the 
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neighbourhood ; and at lad, grew fo general, that 
we are i a norant of that great man's true name to 
this day. 

St>aho was a famous geographer; and, to im¬ 
prove his knowledge, travelled over feveral coun¬ 
tries, as the writers of his life inform us; who 
likewile add, that he affected great nicenefs and 
finery in his deaths : From whence people took 
occaiion to call him the Stray Beau ; which future 
ages have pinned down upon him very much to his 
diihonour. 

Pt\e^ onnefits, that famous Grecian peninfula, 
got its name from a Greek colony in Afia the Lefs • 
many of whom going for traffic thither, and find- 
ing that the inhabitants had but one well in the 
town of * * *, from whence certain porters ufed 
to carry the water through the city in great pails 
fo heavy, that they were often forced to fet them 
down for cafe; the tired porters, after they had 
fet down the pails, and wanted to take them up 
again, would call for affilfance to thole who were 
neared, in thefe words, Pail up, andeafeus. The 
itranger Giceks, hearing thele words repeated a 
thou'and times, as they paffied the dreet, thouoht 
the inhabitants were pronouncing the name of their 
country, which made the foreign Greek, call it 
Pelo-[onnefus, a manifeft corruption of Pail up and 
eaje us. r 

Having mentioned fo many Grecians to prove 
rrv hypothefis, l lhall not tire the reader with pro- 
du ing an equal number of Romans, as I might 
eauly do. Some few will be iufficient. 

Cafar was ;he greateft captain ot that empire* 
The word ought to be fpelt Safer. becaufe h tfeifed 
on not only mod of the known world, but even 
the hbert.es of his own country: So that a more 
proper appellation could not have been given him. 

Cicero was a poor lcholar in the univerfitv of A- 
ther.s, wherewith his enemies in Rome uled to re- 

proach 
















the ENGLISH TONGUE. 259 

proaeh him; and, as he pafled the ftreets, would 
call out, 0 Cifer, Cifer 0! A word ftill ufed in 
Cambridge, and anfwers to a fervitor in Oxford. 

Anibal was a fworn enemy of the Ptomans, and 
gained many glorious vi&ories over them. This 
name appears at firft repeating to be a metaphor 
drawn from tennis, exprefling a Ikilful gamefler, 
who can take any ball', and is very juftly applied to 
fo renowned a commander. Navigators are led in¬ 
to a ftrange miftake upon this article. We have 
ufually in our fleet a large man of war, called 
the Ambal with great propriety, becaufe it \s fo 
ftrong that it may defy any ball from a cannon. 
And luch is the deplorable ignorance of our fea- 
men, that they mifcall it the Honey ball, 

Cartago was the flrft famous trading city in the 
world ; where, in every ftreet, there was many a 
cart a going, probably loaden with merchants 
goods. Vide Alexander ab Alexandra, and Suidas 
upon the word Cartago, 

The word Roman is perfectly Englifh, like other 
words ending in man or men, as hangman, dray¬ 
man, huntfman, and feveral others. It was for¬ 
merly fpelt Row-man, which is the fame with wa¬ 
ter-man . And therefore, when we read of JeJla % 
(or, as it is corruptly fpelt, Gejla) Romanorum , it 
is to be underftood of the rough manner of jefting 
ufed by watermen ; who, upon the lides of rivers, 
would row man oe'r 'em. This I think is clear enough 
to convince the mod: incredulous. 

MiJanthropus was the name of an ill-natured 
man, which he obtained by a cuftom of catching a 
great number of mice , then (hutting them up in a 
room and throwing a cat among them. Upon 
which his fellow-citizens called him mice and throw 
pufs . The reader obferves how much the ortho¬ 
graphy hath been changed without altering the 
found : But fuch depravations we owe to the inju¬ 
ry of time, and grofs ignorance of transcribers. 
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Among*the antients, fortune-telling by the ftars 
was a very beggarly trade. The profeftors lay up¬ 
on ftraw, and their cabbins were covered with the 
fame materials: Whence every one who followed 
that myftery, was called AJlraw lodger , or a lodger 
in ftraw; but, in the new-fangled way of fpelling, 
AJlrologer . 

It is remarkable that the very word Dlpthong is 
wholely Englifh. In former times fchool boys 
were chaftifed with thongs faftened at the head of 
a ftick. It was obferved that young lads were much 
puzzled with fpelling, and pronouncing words 
where two vowels came together, and were often 
corre&ed for their miftakes in that point. Upon 
thefe occafions the mafter would dip his thongs (as 

we now do rods) in p-, which made that difficult 

union of vowels to be called Dipt thong . 

Bucephalus , the famous horfe of Alexander, was 
fo called becaufe there were many grooms employ¬ 
ed about him, which fellows were always bufy in 
their office: And, becaufe the horfe had fo many 
b u fy fellows about him, it was natural for thole 
who went to the liable to fay, “ Let us go to the 
b u fy fellows by which they meant to fee that 
Prince’s horfe. And, in procefs of time, thefe 
words were abfurdly applied to the animal itfelf, 
which was thenceforth ftyled Bufy-fellows, and ve¬ 
ry improperly Bucephalus . 

I lhail now bring a few proofs of the fame kind, 
to convince my readers that our Englilli language 
was well known to the Jews. 

Mofes , the great leader of thofe people out of E- 
gypt, was in propriety of fpeech called Mow-feas , 
becaufe lie mowed the fcas down in the middle, to 
make a path for the Ilraelites. 

Abraham was a perfon of ftrong bones and li- 
nevvs, and a firm walker, which made the people 
fay, He was a man (in the Scotch phrafe, which 
comes neareft to the old Saxon) of a bra ham; that 
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is, of a brave ftrong ham, from whence he acquir¬ 
ed his name. 

The man whom the Jews called Balam was a 
fhepherd; who, by often crying Ba to his lambs, 
was therefore called Baalamb , or Balam . 

Ifaac is nothing elfe but Eyes ake ; becaufe the 
Talmudijts report that he had a pain in his eyes. 
Vide Ben-gorion and the Targum on Genefis . 

Thus I have manifeftly proved, that the Greeks, 
the Romans, and the Jews, fpoke the language we 
now do in England; which is an honour to our 
country that I thought proper to let in a true 
light, and yet hath not been done, as I have heard, 
by any other writer. 

" And thus I ventured (perhaps too temerarioufly) 
to contribute my mite to the learned world ; from 
whofe candour, if I may hope to receive fome ap¬ 
probation, it may probably give me encouragement 
to proceed on fome other fpeculations, if poihble, 
of greater importance than what I now offer; and 
which have been the labour of many years, as welt 
as of conftant watchings, that I might be ufeful to 
• mankind, and particularly to mine own country. 
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treatise 
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GOO D-M A N N E R S 


and 


good-breeding. 

lQ.OOD MANNERS is the art of making thofe 
people eafy with whom we converfe. 

Whoever makes the feweft peri'ons uneafy, is 
the beft bred in the company. 1 

As the beft law is founded upon reafon, fo are 
the beft manners. And as fome lawyers have in¬ 
troduced unreafonable things into common law ; 
fo likewife many teachers have introduced abfurd’ 
things into common good-manners. 

One principal point of this art is to fuit our be¬ 
haviour to the three fevpral degrees of men ; our 
fuperiors, our equals, and thofe below us. 

For inftance, to prefs either of the two former 
to eat or drink is a breach of manners; but a 
tradefman or a farmer mult be thus treated, or elfe 
it will be difficult to perluade them that they are 
welcome. J 

Pride, ill-nature, and want of fenfe, are the 
three great fources of ill-manners 5 without l'ome 
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one of thefe defers, no man will behave h'imfelf ill 
for want of experience ; or of what, in the lan¬ 
guage of fools, is called, knowing the world. 

I defy any one to affign an incident wherein rea- 
fon will not diredl us what we are to fay or do in 
company, if we are not milled by pride or ill* na¬ 
ture. 

Therefore I infill that good fenfe is the principal 
foundation of good-manners : But becaufe the for¬ 
mer is a gift which very few among mankind are 
pofilfled of, therefore all the civilized nations of 
the world have agreed upon fixing iome rules for 
common behaviour, beft fiuited to their general 
cuftoms or fancies, as a kind of artificial good- 
fcnfe to fupply the defects of reafon. Without 
which, the gentlemenly part of durces would be 
perpetually at cuffs, as they feldom fail when they 
happen to be drunk, or engaged in fquabbles about 
women, or p ay. And, God be thanked, there 
hardly happen ■-•rh a duel in a year, which may not 
be imputed to one of thole three motives. Upon 
which account I Ihould be exceedingly forry to find 
the legiflature make any new laws againft the prac¬ 
tice of duelling; becaufe the methods are cafy, and 
many, for a wife man to avoid a quarrel with ho¬ 
nour, or engage in it with innocence. And I can 
dilcover no political evil in fuffermg bullies, Iharp- 
ers, and rakes, to rid the world of each other by 
a method of their own, where the law hath not 
been able to find an expedient. 

As the common forms of good-manners were 
intended for regulating the conduct of thole who 
have weak underftandings; fo they have been cor¬ 
rupted by the perfons for whofe ule they were contri¬ 
ved. For thefe people have fallen into a needlefs and 
endlefs way of multiplying ceremonies, which have 
been extremely troublefome to thole who pra&ife 
them, and infupportable to every body eile : Info- 
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much, that wife men are often more uneafy at the 
over-civility of thefe refiners, than they could pof- 
fibly be in the converfation of peafants or mecha¬ 
nics. 

The impertinencies of this ceremonial behaviour 
are no where better feen than at thofe tables where 
ladies prefide ; who value themfelves upon account 
of their good-breeding ; where a man muft reckon 
upon palling an hour without doing any one thing 
he hath a-mind to ; unlefs he will be fo hardy as to 
break through all the fettled decorum of the fami¬ 
ly. She determineth what he loveth beft, and how 
much he fhall eat ; and if the mailer of the houfe 
happeneth to be of the fame difpofition, he pro¬ 
ceeded! in the lame tyrannical manner to prefcribe 
in the drinking part: At the fame time you are 
under the neceffity of anfwering a thoufand apolo¬ 
gies for your entertainment. And although a good 
deal of this humour is pretty well worn off among 
many people of the bell falliion, yet too much of 
it ft ill remaineth, efpecially in the country; where 
an honeft gentleman allured me, that having been 
kept four days againft his will at a friend’s houfe, 
with all the circumftances of hiding his boots, lock¬ 
ing up the liable, and other contrivances of the 
like nature, he could not remember from the mo¬ 
ment he came into the houfe, to the moment he 
left it, any one thing, wherein his inclination was 
not direclly contrad^ed ; as if the whole family 
had entered into a combination to torment him. 

Rut, beiides all this, it would be endlefs to re¬ 
count the marv foolilh and ridiculous accidents I 
have obferved among thofe unfortunate profelytes 
to ceremony. I have feen a Dutchefs fairly knock¬ 
ed down by the precipitancy of an officious cox¬ 
comb, running to fitve her the trouble of opening 
a door. I remember upon a birth-day at court, a 
great lady was utterly difconfolate by a diHi of 
fauce let fall by a page directly upon her head drefs 
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and brocade : while fhe gave a fudden turn to her 
elbow upon fome point of ceremony with the per- 
fon who fat next to her. Monfieur Buys, the Dutch 
envoy, whofe politics and manners were much of a 
fize, brought a fon wirh him, about thirteen years 
old, to a great: table at court. The boy and his 
father, whatever they put on their plates, they 
firft offered round in order, to every perfon in the 
company; fo that we could not get a minute’s quiet 
during the whole dinner. At Taft their two plates 
happened to encounter, and with fo much violence, 
that being china, they broke in twenty pieces, and 
ftained half the company with wet fweet-meets and 
cream. 

There is a pedantry in manners, as in all arts 
and fciences ; and fometimes in trades. Pedantry 
is properly the over rating any kind of knowledge 
we pretend to. And if that knowledge be a trifle 
in itfelf, the pedantry is the greater. For which 
reafon I look upon Adlers, dancing-mafters, he¬ 
ralds, mnfters of the ceremony, &c. to be greater 
pedants than Lipfius, or the elder Scaliger. Witfy 
thefc kind of pedants, the court, while I knew it, 
was always plentifully flocked : I mean from the 
gentleman-ufher (at leaft) inclufive, downward to 
the gentleman-porter; who are, generally fpeak- 
ing, the raoft infignificant race of people that this 
ijand can afford, and with the fmalleft tincture of 
good-manners ; which is the only trade they pro- 
fefs. For being wholly illiterate, and converfing 
chiefly with each other, they reduce the whole fyf- 
tem of breeding within the forms and circles of 
their leveral offices : And as they are below the 
notice of minifters, they live and die in court un¬ 
der all revolutions, with great obfequioufnefs to 
thofe who are in any degree of credit or favour, 
and with rudenefs and irvfolence to every body elfe. 
from whence I have long concluded, that good- 
jnanners are not a plant of the court-growth: For 
Vo*. XII. L 1 if 
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if they were, thofe people who have underftand- 
ings direttly of a level for fuch acquirements, and 
who have ferved fuch long apprenticefhips to no¬ 
thing elfe, would certainly have picked them up. 
Tor as to the great officers who attend the Prince’s 
perfon or councils, or prefide in his family, they 
are a tranfient body, who have no better a title to 
good manners, than their neighbours, nor will 
probably have recourfe to gentlemen-ufhers for in- 
itruttion. So that I know little to be learned at 
court upon this head, except in the material cir- 
cumftance of drefs ; wherein the authority of the 
maids of honour mud indeed be allowed to be al- 
moft equal to that of a favourite adlrefs. 

I remember a paffage my Lord Bolingbroke told 
me, that going to receive Prince Eugene of Savoy 
at his landing, in order to conduct him immediate¬ 
ly to the Queen, the Prince faid he was much con¬ 
cerned that he could not fee her Majefty that 
night; for Monfieur Hoffman (who was then by) 
had affured his Highnefs that he could not be ad¬ 
mitted into her prefence with a tied*up periwig; 
that his equipage was not arrived, and that he had 
endeavoured in vain to borrow a long one among 
all his valets and pages. My Lord turned the mat-, 
ter to a jeft, and brought the Prince to her Majef¬ 
ty ; for which he was highly cenfured by the whole 
tribe of gentlemen ufhers; among whom Monfieur 
Hoffman, an old dull refident of the Emperor’s, 
had picked up this material point of ceremony; 
and which, I believe, was the beft lelTon he had 
learned in five and.twenty years refidence. 

I make a difference between good-manners and 
good breeding ; although, in order to vary my ex- 
preffion, lam fometimesforced to confound them. 
13y the firff, I only underftand the art of remem¬ 
bering, and applying certain fettled forms of gene¬ 
ral behaviour. But good breeding is of a much 

larger 

w 


GOOD-MANNERS, 6c. a6y 

larger extent j for befides an uncommon degree of 
literature fufficient to qualify a gentleman for read¬ 
ing a play, or a political pamphlet, it taketh in a 
great conipafs of knowledge; no lefs than that of 
dancing, fighting, gaming, making the circle of 
Italy, riding the great horfe, and fpeaking French ; 
not to mention fome other fecondary, or fubaltern 
accomplifliments, which are more eafily acquired. 
So that the difference between good-breeding and 
good-manners lierh in this; that the former cannot 
be attained to by the beff underftandings without 
ftudy and labour : Whereas a tolerable degree of 
real on will inftruft us in every part of good-man¬ 
ners without other affiftance. 

I can think of nothing more ufeful upon this 
fubjedt, than to point out fome particulars wherein 
the very eflentials of good manners ar^ concerned, 
the negledl or perverting of which doth very much 
difturb the good commerce of the world, by intro¬ 
ducing a traffic of mutual uneafinefs in moft com¬ 
panies. 

Firjl, A neceflary part of good manners is a 
punctual obfervance or time at our own dwellings, 
or thofe of others, or at third places; whether up¬ 
on matter of civility, bufinefs, or diverfion ; which 
rule, though it be a plain diftate of common rea- 
fon, yet the greateft minifter * I ever knew, was 
the greateft trefpafler againftit; by which all his 
bufinefs doubled upon him, and placed him in a 
continual arrear. Upon which I often ufed to ral¬ 
ly him as deficient in point of good-manners. I 
have known more than one ambaflador, and fe- 
cretary of ftate, with a very moderate portion of 
intelledhials, execute their offices with good fuc- 
cefs and applaufe by the mere force of exaftnefs 
and regularity. If you duly obferve time for the 

* Robert Harley, Eafi of Oxford, Lord High Trcafurer to Queen 
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f.Tvicc of another, it doubles the obligation; if, 
upon your own account, it would be manifeft fol¬ 
ly, as well as ingratitude, to neglefl it; if both are 
concerned to make your equal or inferior attend 
on you to his own difadvantage, it is pride and in- 
juftice. 

Ignorance of forms cannot properly be filled ill- 
manners ; becaufe forms are fubjeft to frequent 
cnanges ; and confequently, being not founded up¬ 
on reafon, are beneath a wife man’s regard. Be¬ 
tides, they vary in every country; and after a 
ihort period of time very frequently in the fame: 
So that a man, who travelleth, mult needs be at 
inf! a (Tranger to them in every court through 
'which he pafteth ; and, perhaps, at his return, as 
much a llranger in his own ; and, after all, they 
are eafier to be remembered or forgotten than faces, 
or names. 

Indeed, among the many impertinencies that 
iuperficial young men bring with them from abroad, 
this bigotry of forms is one of the principal, and 
more predominant than the reft ; who look upon 
them not only as if they were matters capable of 
admitting of choice, but even as points of impor¬ 
tance ; and therefore zealous upon all occafions to 
introduce and propagate the new forms and fafhions 
they have brought back with them : So that, u- 
fually fpeaking, the worft-bred perfon in the com 
pany, is a young traveller juft returned from a- 
broad. 
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LETTER 


TO THE 


WRITER of the OCCASIONAL PAPER, 

\yide the CRAFTSMAN, 1727 J 
S I R, 



,, in one of your papers, you declare 


an intention of turning them, during the dead 


feafon of the year, into accounts of domeftic and 
foreign intelligence; yet, I think we, your corre- 
fpondents, fhould not underfland your meaning fa 
literally, as if you intended to reject inferting any 
other paper, which might probably be ufeful for 
the public. Neither, indeed, am I fully convinced 
that this new courfc you refolve to take, will ren¬ 
der you more fecure than your former laudable 
practice, of inferting fuch fpeculations as were fent 
you by feveral well-wifhers to the good of the king¬ 
dom ; however grating fuch notices might be to 
fome, who wanted neither power nor inclination 
to refent them at your coft. For, fince there is a 
direct law againft fpreading falfe news, if you 
fhould venture to tell us in one of the Craftfmen 
that the Dey of Algiers had got the tooth-ach, of 
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the King of Bantam had taken a purge, and the 
hidts fhould be contraditfted in fucceeding pacquets ; 
I do not fee what plea you could offer to avoid 
the utmoft penalty of the law, becaufe you are not 
luppofed to be very gracious among thofe who are 
moll able to hurt you. 

Befides, as I take your intentions to be fincerely 
meant for the public fervice, fo your original me¬ 
thod of entertaining and inftrudling us will be more 
general and more uleful in this feal'on of the year, 
when people are retired to amufements more cool,' 
more innocent, arid much mere reafonable than 
thofe they have left; when their paffions are fub- 
fided or lufpended ; when they have no occafions 
of inflaming themfelves, or each other; whel'e 
they will have opportunities of hearing common 
fenle, every day in the week, front their tenants 
or neighbouring farmers, and thereby be qualified, 
in hours of rain or leifure, to read and 'confider 
the advice or information you {hall fend them. 

Another weighty reafon why you Ihould not a!- 
ter your manner of writing, by dwindling to a 
news-monger, is becaufe there is no fufpenfion of 
arms agreed on between you and your adverfaries, 
who fight with a fort of weapons which have two 
wonderful qualities, that they are never to be worn 
out, and are beft wielded by the weakeft hands, 
and which the poverty of our language forceth me 
to call by the trite appellations of feunikty, fancier, 
and Billingfgate. I am far from thinking that thefc 
gentlemen, or rather their employers, "(for the o- 
perators themfelves are too obfeure to be guefTed at) 
fhould be anfwered after their own way, although 
it were pofiible to drag them out of their obfeurity ; 
but I with you would inquire what real ufe fuch a 
condutS is to the caufe they have been fo largely 
paid to defend, The author of the three firft Oc- 
cafional Letters, a perfon altogether unknown, 
hath been thought to glance (for what reafons he 
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beft knows) at fomc public proceedings, as if they 
were not agreeable to his private opinions. In an- 
fwer to this, the pamphleteers retained on the other 
ilde are inftrufted by their fuperiors, to fingle out 
an adverfary, whofe abilities they mod have reafon 
to apprehend, and to load himfelf, his family, and 
friends, with all the infamy that a perpetual con¬ 
vention in Bridewell, Newgate, and the ftews 
could furnifh them ; but, at the fame time, fo ve¬ 
ry unluckily, that the mod diftinguifhing parts of 
their characters ftrike directly in the face of their 
benefaftor, whofe idea prefenting itfelf along with 
his guineas, perpetually to their imagination, oc- 
cafioned this defperate blunder. 

But, allowing this heap of flander to be truth, 
and applied to the proper perfon ; what is to be 
the confequence ? Are our public debts to be the 
fooner paid; the corruptions that author com¬ 
plains of to be the fooner cured; an honourable 
peace, or a glorious war the more likely to enfue ; 
trade to tiourifh ; the Oflend company to be de¬ 
molished ; Gibraltar and Port- Mahon left entire in 
‘ our poffeflion ; the balance of Europe to be pre- 
ferved; the malignity of parties to he for ever at 
an end ; none but perfons of merit, virtue, genius, 
and learning to be encouraged I aik, whether a- 
ny of thefe effefts will follow upon the publication 
of this author's libel, even fuppoJing he could 
prove every fyllable of it to be true r 

At the fame time, I am well affured, that the 
only reafon of aferibing thofe papers to a particu¬ 
lar perfon, is built upon the information of a cer¬ 
tain pragmatical fpy of quality, well known to aft 
in that capacity by thofe into whofe company he 
infinuates himfelf; a fort of perfons who, although 
without much love, efteem, or dread of people in 
prefent power, yet have too much common pru¬ 
dence to fpeak their thoughts with freedom be¬ 
fore fuch an intruder; who, therefore, impoies 
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grofsly upon his mafters, if he makes them pay for 
any thing but his own conjectures 

It is a grievous mirtake in a great minifter to ne- 
ged: or defpife, much more to irritate, men of ge¬ 
nius and learning. I have heard one of the wifeft 
perfons in my time obi'erve, that an adminiftration 
was to be known and judged by the talents of thofe 
who appeared their advocates in print. This I muff 
never allow to be a general rule; yet I cannot but 
think it prodigioufly unfortunate, that, among the 
anfwcrers, defenders, repliers, and panegyrifts, 
rtarted up in defence of prefent peilons and pro¬ 
ceedings, there hath not yet arifen one wliofe la¬ 
bours we can read with patience, however we may 
applaud their loyalty and goodrwill. And all this 
with the advantages of conftant ready pay, of na¬ 
tural and acquired venom, and a grant of the whole 
fund of Hander, to range over and riot in as they 
plcafe. 

On the other fide, a turbulent writer of Occa¬ 
sional Letters, and other vexatious papers, in con¬ 
junction perhaps with one or two friends as bad as 
himfelf, is able to difconcert, teaze, and four us 
whenever he thinks fit, merely by the ftrength of 
genius and truth; and after fo dextrous a manner* 
that, when we are vexed to the foul and well know 
the reafons why we are fo, we are afhamed to own 
the flirt:, and cannot tell how to exprels the other. 
In a word, it feems to me that ail the wrhsrs are 
on one fide, and all the railers on the other. 

However, 1 do not pretend to affert, that it i$ 
impoffible for an ill minifter to find men of wit who 
may be drawn, by a very valuable confiderarion, to 
undertake his defence ; but the misfortune is, that 
the heads of fuch writers rebel againft their hearts ; 
their genius forlakes them, when they would offer 
to prortitute it to the fervice of injuftice, corrup¬ 
tion, party-rage, and falfe reprefentatioqs of things 
and perfons. 
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And this is the beft argument I can offer in de¬ 
fence of great men, who have been of late fo very 
unhappy in the choice of their paper-champions ; 
although I cannot much commend their good liuf- 
bandry, in thofe exorbitant payments of twenty 
and fixty guineas at a time for a fcurvy pamphlet; 
fince the lort of work they require is what will all 
come within the talents of any one who hath en- 
joyed the happinefs of a very bad education, hath 
kept the vileft company, is endowed with a fervile 
fpirit, is matter of an empty purfe, and a heart full 
of malice. 

But, to fpeak the truth in fobernefs; it fliould 
feem a little hard, fince the old Whiggilh principle 
hath been recalled, of ttanding up for the liberty 
of the prefs, to a degree that no man, for feveral 
years paft, durft venture out a thought which did 
not fquare to a point with the maxims and prac¬ 
tices that then prevailed : I fay, it is a little hard 
that the vileft mercenaries fhould be countenan¬ 
ced, preferred, rewarded, for difcharging their 
brutalities againft men of honour, only upon a bare 
conjecture. 

If it fliould happen that thcfe profligates have 
attacked an innocent perfon, 1 afk what latisfaCtion 
can their hirers give in return ? Not all the wealth 
raked together by the moft corrupt rapacious mini- 
fters, in the longeft courfe of unlimited power, 
would be fufiicient to atone for the hundredth pare 
of fuch an injury. 

In the common way of thinking, it is a fituation 
fufiicient in all conlcience to fatisfy a reafonable 
ambition, for a private perfon to command the laws, 
the forces, the revenues of a great k ngdom, to re¬ 
ward and advance his followers and flatterers as he 
pleafes, and to keep his enemies (real or imaginary) 
in the duft. In fuch an exaltation, why fliould he 
£>e at the trouble to make ufe of fools to found his 
Vol.XII. Mm praifes. 











274 J LETTER to the WRITER 

praifes, (becauie I always thought the lion was hard 
let, when he chole the afs lor his trumpeter), or 
knaves to revenge his quarrels, at the expence of 
innocent mens reputations ? 

"With all thofe advantages, I cannot fee why per¬ 
sons, in the height of power, fliould be under the 
leaft concern on account of their reputation, for 
which they have no manner of ufe ; or to ruin 
that^ of others, which may perhaps be the only 
pofleflion their enemies have left them. Suppofing 
times of corruption, which I am very far from do^ 
ing, if a writer di{plays them in their proper co¬ 
lours, does he do any thing worfe than fending 
cuftomers to the fhop ? Here only, at the fign of 
i he Brazen Head , are to be fold places and penfions: 
Beware of counterfeits, and take care of miftaking 
the door. 

b hor my own part, I think it very unnecefiary to 
give the character of a great minifter in the fulnefs 
of his power, becaufe it is a thing that naturally 
does itfelf, and is obvious to the eyes of all man¬ 
kind ; for his perfonal qualities are all derived into 
the moil minute parts of his adminiftration. If 
this be juft, prudent, regular, impartial, intent up¬ 
on the public good, prepared for prefent exigencies, 
and provident of the future; fuch is the director 
him (elf in his private capacity ; Ir it be rapacious, 
infolent, partial, palliating long and deep difeafes of 
the public with empirical remedies, falfe, difguifed, 
impudent, malicious, revengeful; you fhall infalli¬ 
bly find the private life of the conductor to anfwer 
in every point; nay, what is more, every twinge of 
the gout or gravel will be felt in their confequences 
by the community: As the thief-catcher, upon 
viewing a houfe broke open, could immediately dif- 
tinguifh, from the manner of the workmanship, by 
>vhat hand ir was done. 

It is hard to torn} a maxim agr;inft which an ex¬ 
ception 
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ception is not ready to ftart up : So, in the prefent 
caie, where the minifter grows enormoufly rich, 
the public is proportionably poor ; as, in a private 
family, the fteward always thrives the fafteft when 
his Lord is running out. 
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A 

LETTER 

T o a 

MEMBER of PARLIAMENT 

in Ireland, 

Upon r he chufing a new Speaker there. 

Written in the Year mdccviii. 


SIR, 

VOU may eafily believe I am not at all furprifed 
at what you tell me, fince it is but a confirma¬ 
tion of my own conjedLire that I fent you laft week, 
and made you my reproaches upon it at a venture. 
It looks exceeding ftrange, yet I believe it to be a 
great trurh, that, in order to carry a point in your 
Houfe, the two following circumftances are of great 
advantage: Fir ft ^ To have an ill caufe ; and, fe - 
condly , to be a minority. For both thefe circum- 
ftances are extremely apt to invite men, to make 
them ahlduous in their attendance, watchful of op¬ 
portunities. zealous for gaining over profelytes, and 
or r en fuccefsful; which is not to be wondered at, 
when favour and intereft are on the fide of their 
opinion: Whereas, on the contrary, a majority 
with a good caufe are negligent and fupine. They 
think it iufii< ient to declare themfelves upon opini¬ 
on in favour of their party ; but, failing againft 
the tide of favour and preferment, they are eafily 
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Scattered and driven back. In fhort, they want a 
common principle to cement, and motive to fpirit 
them. For the bare afting upon a principle from 
the dilates of a good conscience, or profpecl of 
ferving the public, will not go very far under the 
prefent difpolitions of mankind. This was amply 
verified la ft feffions of parliament, upon occafion of 
the money-bill, the merits of which I fhall not pre¬ 
tend to examine. It is enough that, updn the firft 
news of its tranfrniflion hither, in the form it after¬ 
wards appeared, the members, upon difcourfe with 
their friends, feemed unanimous againft it, 1 mean 
thofe of both parties, except a few, who were look¬ 
ed upon as perfons ready to go any lengths pre¬ 
ferred them by the court. ^ et, with only a weak 
eanvafling among a very few hands, the bill paft, 
after a full debate, by a very great majority. Yet, 
I believe, you will hardly attempt perl’uading me, 
or any body elfe, that one man in ten, of thole 
who changed their language, were moved by rea- 
fons any way aft* cling the merits of the caufe, but 
merely through hope, fear, indolence, or good- 
manners. Nay, I have been allured from good 
hands, that there was ftill a number fufficient to 
make a majority againft the bill, if they had not 
apprehended the other fide to be fecure, and 
therefore thought it imprudence, by declaring 
themfelves, to dilbblige the government to no pur- 
pofe. 

R.cfle<fting upon this, and forty other paflages, in 
the feverai Houles of Commons lince the Revolu¬ 
tion, makes rne apt to hink there is nothing a Chief 
Governor can be commanded to attempt here 
wherein he may not lucceed, with a very compe¬ 
tent fhare of addrefs, and with luch afiiftance as 
he will always find ready at his devotion. And 
therefore I repeat what I faid at firft, that I am not 
at all furpriftd at what you tell me. for, if there 
had been the leaft fpark of public fpirit left, thofe 
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who wifhed well to their country, and its conftitu- 
tion in church and Bate, Ihould, upon the firfl 
news of the late Speaker’s promotion, (and you 
and I know it might have been done a great deal 
fooner) have immediately gone together, and con¬ 
sulted about the fkteft perfon to fucceed him. But, 
by all I can comprehend, you have been fo far 
from proceeding thus, that it hardly ever came in* 
to any of your heads. And the reafon you give is 
the WQi-ft in the world : That none offered them- 
klves, and you knew' not whom to pitch upon. It 
feems, however, the other party was more refolved 
or at leaft not fo model!: For you lay your vote is 
engaged againft your opinion, and feveral gentle¬ 
men in my neighbourhood tell me the fame ftory 
of themfclves. This, I confefs, is of an unufual 
Brain, and a good many Heps below any conde- 
fcenlions a court will, 1 hope, ever require from 
you. I fha.Il not trouble myielf to inquire who is 
the perfon for whom you and others are engaged, 
or whether there be more candidates from that fide 
than one. You tell me nothing of either, and I 
never thought it worth the queftion to any body 
elfe. But, in lo weighty an affair, and againlfc 
your judgement, I cannot look upon you as irre¬ 
vocably determined. Therefore I delire you will 
give me leave to reafon with you a little upon the 
fubjtft, left your compliance, or inadvertency, 
fhould put you upon what you may have caufe to 
repent of as long as you live. 

b You know very well, the great bufinefs of the 
high flying Whigs, at this juncture, is to endea¬ 
vour a repeal of the Teft-claufe. You know, like- 
wile that the moderate men, both of High and 
Low-church, profefs to be wholly averfe from this 
delign, as thinking it beneath the policy of com¬ 
mon gardeners to cut down the only hedge that 
fhelters from the north. Now, I will put the cafe: 
If the perfon to whom you have promifed your 
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vote be one of whom you have the leaf!: apprehen¬ 
sion that he will promote or ailent to the repealing 
of that claufe, whether it be decent or proper ho 
ihould be the mouth of an afiemblv, whereof a 
very great majority pretend to abhor his opinion ? 
Can a body, whole mouth and heart mull: go fo 
contrariways, ever aft with {incerity, or hardly with 
confidence ? Such a man is no proper vehicle to re¬ 
tain or convey the fenfe of the Houle, which, in fo 
many points of the greateft moment, will be direft- 
ly contrary to his. It is full as abfurd, as to prefer 
a man to a bifhopric who denies revealed religion. 
But it may pollibly be a great deal worfe. What 
if the perlon you defign to vote into that import¬ 
ant pod, ihould not only be a declared enemy of 
the Sacramental Ted, but fhould prove to be afol- 
licitor, an encourager, or even a penner of ad- 
dredes to complain of it? Do you think ic fo indif¬ 
ferent a thing, that a promife of courle, the edVft 
of compliance, importunity, fhame of refufing, or 
any the like motive, fhali oblige you pad the power 
of retrafting? 

Perhaps you will tell me, as fome have already 
had the weaknels, that it is of little importance to 
either party to have a fpeaker of their fide, his bu- 
linefs being only to take the fenfe of the Houle and 
report ic; that you often, at committees, put an 
able fpeaker into the chair on purpofe to prevent 
him from flopping a bill. Why, if it were no 
more than this ; I believe I diould hardly chufc, 
even among my footmen, fuch a one to deliver a 
mefTage, whofe intereft and opinion led him to wifli 
it might mifearry. But I remember to have heard 
Colonel Birch of Herefordlhire fay, that he was a 
yery forry fpeaker, whofe lingle vote was not better 
than fifty common ones. I am fure it is reckoned 
in England the fird great ted of the prevalency of 
either party in the Houle. Sir Thomas Lyttleton 
thought, that a Houle of Commons with a ftink- 
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ing breath (fuppofing the Speaker to be the mouth) 
would go near to infect every thing within the walls, 
and a great deal without. It is the {mailed: pait of 
an able Speaker’s buiinefs, what he performs in the 
Houfe, at leait if lie be in with the court, when it 
is hard to fay how many converts may be made in 
a circle of dinner or private cabals. And you and 
I eafily call to mind a gentleman in that ftation, in 
England, who, by his own arcs and perfonal cre¬ 
dit, was able to draw over a majority, and change 
the whole power of a prevailing lide in a nice junc- 
tnre of affairs, and made a parliament expire in 
one party who had lived in another. 

I 2m far from an inclination to multiply party - 
caufes, but furely the bed: of us can with very ill 
grace make that an obje£lion, who have not been 
lo nice in matters of much lefs importance. Yet I 
have heard fome perfons ok both fides gravely deli¬ 
ver themfelves in this manner: Why iliould we 
make the chufing a fpeaker a party-caufe ? Let us 
fix upon one who is well verfed in the pra&ices and 
methods of parliament. And I believe there are 
too many who would talk at the lame rate, if the 
queftion were not only about abolifliing the Sacra¬ 
mental Teff, but the lacramcnt itfelf. 

But fuppofe the principles of the mod: artful 
Speaker would have no influence either to obtain 
or obftruft any point in parliament, who can an- 
fwer what effects fuch a choice may produce with¬ 
out doors ? It is obvious how fuch a matter ferves 
to raife the fpirits and hopes of the Diflbnters and 
their high flying advocates, what lengths they rurr, 
what concluiions they form, and what hopes they 
entertain. Do they hear of a new friend in office? 
That is encouragement enough to practife the city, 
ngainff: the opinion of a majority, into an addrefs 
to the Queen for repealing the Sacramental Teft ; 
or iflue out their orders to the next fanatic parfon 
to furbiih up his old fermons, and preach and print 
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new ones direitly againfl: Epifcopacy. I would lay 
a good wager, that, if the choice of a new Speaker 
fucceeds exadlly to their liking, we fhall fee it foon 
followed by many new attempts, either in the form 
of pamphlet, fermon, or addrefs, to the fame, or 
perhaps more dangerous purpofes. 

Suppofing the Speaker’s office to be only an em- 
ployment of profit and honour, and a hep to a 
better; fince it is in your own gift, will you not 
chufe to beftow it upon fome perfon whofe princi¬ 
ples the majority of you pretends to approve, if it 
were only to be fure of a worthy man hereafter in 
a high ftation, on the bench or at the bar ? 

I confefs, if it were a thing poffible to be com- 
pafled, it would feem mod reafonable to fill the 
chair with fome perfon who would be entirely de 
voted to neither party: But fince there are fo few 
of that charafter, and thofe either unqualified or 
unfriended, I cannot fee how a majority will an- 
fwer it to their reputation, to be fo ill provided of 
able perfons, that they mud have recourfe for a 
leader to their adverfaries, a proceeding of which 
I never met with above one example, and even that 
fucceeded but ill, though it was recommenced by 
an oracle, which advifed fome city in Greece to beg 
a General from their enemies, who, in fcorn, fent 
them either a fidler or a poet, I have forgotten 
which ; but fo much I remember, that his conduit 
was fuch, as they foon grew weary of him. 

You pretend to be heartily refolved againfl: re¬ 
pealing the Sacramental Tefi, yet, at the fame time, 
give the only great employment you have to dilpofe 
of, to a perfon who will take that ted againft 
ftomach, (by which word I underhand many a 
man’s confidence), who earneftly wifheth it repeal¬ 
ed, and will endeavour it to the utmoft of his pow¬ 
er; fo that the lirlt aition, after you meet, will be 
a fort of contravention to thatTeft : And will any 
VoXII. N n body 
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body go farther than your practice to judge of your 
principles l 

And now I am upon this fubjeCf, I cannot cori- 
clude without faying fomething to a very popular 
aigument agninll that Sacramental r I eft, which may 
be apt to fhake many of thofe who would other- 
wife wi(h well enough to it. They fay it was a new 
hardfhip put upon the DiiTenters, without any pro¬ 
vocation ; and, it is plain, could be no way necef- 
(ary, becaufc we had peaceably lived together fo 
Jong without it. They add fome other circum- 
flances of the arts by which it was obtained, and 
the perfon by whom it was inferred. Surely fuch 
peopJe do not confider that the penal laws againft 
DiiTenters Were made wholly ineffectual by the con¬ 
nivance and mercy of the government, fo that all 
employments of the (fate lay as open to them as 
fhey did to rhe beft and molt tegai fubjefts. And 
what progress they would have made by the ad¬ 
vantages of a late conjuncture, is obvious to ima¬ 
gine ; which 1 take to be a fult anfwer to that ob¬ 
jection. 

I remember, upon rhe tranfmiffion of that bill 
with the Teft-claufe inferted, the DiiTenters and 
their partisans, among other topics, fpoke much 
©f the good effects produced by the lenicy of the 
government: that the Prcfbyterians were grown 
veiy inconfiderabie in their number and quality, 
arnd would daily come into the church, if we did 
not fright them from it by new feveritres. When 
the aCt was. pafled, they prefentfy changed their 
itile, and raifed a clamour through both kingdoms, 
of the gi eat numbers of confiderable gentry who were 
laid afide, and could no longer ferve their Queen 
and country ? Which hyperbolical way of reckon¬ 
ing, when it came to be* melted down into truth, 
amounted to about fifteen countryjuftices, mo ft of 
them of the loweft fize, for eftate, quality, or un- 
derftanding. However, this puts me in mind of a 
uJ—, pafljge 
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paffage told me by a great man, although I know 
not whether it be any where recorded. That a 
complaint was made to the King and Council of 
Sweden, of a prodigious fwann of Scots, who, 
tinder the condition of pedlars, infefted that king¬ 
dom to fuch a degree, as, if not fuddenly prevent¬ 
ed, might in time prove dangerous to the if ate, by* 
joining with any difcontented party. Meanwhile 
the Scots, by their agents, placed a good fum of 
money to engage the offices of the prime Miniifer 
in their behalf; who, in order to their defence, 
told the Council, He was allured they were but a 
few inconfiderable people, that lived lioneftly and 
poorly, and were not of any confequence. Their 
enemies offered to prove the contrary: Whereupon 
an order was made to take their numbers, which 
>vns found to amount, as I remember, to abouv 
thirty thoufand. The affair was again brought be¬ 
fore the Council, and great reproaches made the 
firft minifler, for his ill computation ; who prefent- 
lj taking the other handle, laid, he had reafon to 
believe the number yet greater than what was return¬ 
ed; and then gravely offered to the King’s confidera- 
tion, whether it were fafe to render defperate fo 
great a body of able men, who had little to lofe, 
and whom any hard treatment would only ferve to 
unite into a power capable of difturbing, if not de¬ 
stroying the peace of the kingdom. And fo they 
:vere fuffered to continue. 
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A 

LETTER from Sir John Browne 


t o 

DOCTOR SWIFT. 


Davjfon-Streety April 4. 1728. 

Reverend Sir, 

"D Y a ftrange fatality, though you were the only 
pcrfon. in the world from whom I would con¬ 
ceal my being an author, yet you were unaccount¬ 
ably the only one let into the fecret of it: The ig¬ 
norant poor man, who was entrufted by me to de¬ 
liver out the little books, though he kept the fe¬ 
cret from all others, yet, from the nature of the 
fubject, he concluded that I could have no intereft 
m concealing it from you, who were l'o univerfally 
known to be an indefatigable promoter of the ge¬ 
neral welfare of Ireland. But, though the acci¬ 
dent gave me fome uneafinefs at firft; yet, when I 
confider your charafter, I cannot doubt (however 
Bender the foundation of fuch a hope may be from 
any merits of my own) but your generofity will 
oblige you to conceal what chance has revealed to 
you, and incline you to judge of me, not from the 
report of my enemies, but from what I appear in 
the little trafts which have waited on you. 

I fhall not prefume, Sir, to detain you with the 
narrative of the original, and progrefs of the par- 
-lamentary accufations and votes againft me ; al¬ 
though. 
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though, would you do me the honour to inquire, 
I could eafily convince you from my own particu¬ 
lar cafe, that men have two characters, one which 
is either good or bad, according to the prevailing 
number of their friends or enemies, and one which 
never varies for either : One which has little or no 
regard to the virtue or vice of the fubjeCt, and one 
which regards that alone, is inherent (if I may fay 
fo) in the fubject, and defcribes it what it really is, 
without regard either to friends or enemies. 

All I Ihall beg of you, is to fufpend your judg¬ 
ment upon it, fince all parties allow that although 
I had feverai fummons from the Committee for 
Monday, and many evidences on the road in obe¬ 
dience to their fummons, yet I was tied down by 
the Committee the preceding Saturday, and de¬ 
prived of the benefit of all my evidences, notwith- 
ftanding any thing I could urge to the contrary. 
This I hope I may fay without injury to Mr. Bing¬ 
ham : For fure he may be entirely innocent, and 
yet a magiftrate under the immediate direction of 
the Lord Chief Juitice who takes examinations a- 
gainft him : Examinations that do not even con¬ 
tain matter to form an indictment upon, may b# 
innocent alfo. 

It fhall fufficc therefore to fay, I went from Ire¬ 
land loaded with the fevereft cenfures of the Houfe 
of Commons : Injured, as I thought, and opprefled 
to the greateft degree imaginable, robbed of that 
character, which was dearer to me than life itfelf; 
and all that by an overbearing, overpowering 
intereft. 

I fought, in England, for that peace and pro¬ 
tection which was denied me at home. My public 
character followed me : My countrymen avoided 
ine. The nature of man is fociable : I was forced 
to herd with ftrangers. A prime minifter, engaged 
in the fuccefs of a fcheme, wants no emifiaries to 
fpy out all that makes for him, and to fly with 
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what they have found to their employer. I was 
unfortunately fet by thole fort of creatures : My 
Sentiments on the date of our money-matters were 
induftrioufly lifted through rne ; and when that was 
done, before I knew any thing of the matter, I 
was ferved with his Majedy’s fummons: In a hurry 
i ran out of town, and ftaid in the country a 
while ; but, on my return again, found another 
fummons at my lodgings ; and, terrified by the difr 
inal cfledls of power at home from rilking a lecond 
Ih ip wreck abroad, I yielded to it, and appeared at 
rhe Cockpit. 

It is true my appearance at the Cockpit, to thofe 
who knew me only by the votes of the Houfe of 
"Commons, mult have looked like a defign of re¬ 
venge; and I had many and powerful enemies, who 
gave all my actions the word: colour. But, to take 
the matter impartially, Sir, is there no allowance 
to he made for a mind already broken by the dif- 
mal effefts of prevailing power, and filled with the 
apprehenfions of lecond dangers ? Is there no al¬ 
lowance for a man, young in the knowledge of the 
world, under all thefe fears and misfortunes, if he 
has yielded to the repeated fummons of the Coun¬ 
cil of England, in which his Majefty was prefenr, 
and if he was there, after a long and ftrenuous op* 
pofition, forced to tell his fentiments ? Forced, 
Sir, to tell his fentiments, not in the manner re- 
prefented to the world, but in a manner the mod: 
cautious of giving room for a pretence to oppofe 
ihe inclinations of our parliament. 

But, alas, the con fequence ! You, Sir, the de- 
fendei of Ireland, was Icon engaged againft me 
on that account : and that fatal genius of vours, in 
an intlant, ruined my character; but, even ruin- 
hearing as it was, 1 bldled it: The caufe which 
you undertook was dear to me ; and, though fame 
the lalt thing which one would facrifice even for his 
country, vet I parted with that with pleafuve, whilft 
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you thought it neceffiry for the public good fo to 
do : But now the end is ferved, Dear Sir, may not 
the man have his mare again ? 

Plato being told that certain perfons afperfed his 
character, and reprefented him abroad as a very ill 
man ; inftead of expoftulating with his enemies, 
and returning reproach for reproach, concealed 
himfelf, faying. No matter , my friends, the -whole 
life of Plato jhall give his aecufers the lie . 

Could I fet before me a greater example ! Under 
the general difpleafure of my country, under all 
the cenlures which the reftlefs malice "of my ene¬ 
mies could devife, and under the keen edge of the 
Drapier’s wit; the only revenge I indulged myfelf, 
was by a fteady love for my country, and by 
manifeft adls of affection thereto, to be a filent re¬ 
proach to the foul tongues of my enemies. 

Permit then, Sir, permit me in peace to take his 
great example ; and no longer give way to the 
power of my enemies, by continuing to" opprefa 
me. They have already gained their caufe by you : 
But I muft fay, it was not the (word of Ajax, but 
the armour of Achilles which he put on, that won 
the day. 

The caufe for which you undertook my ruin, 
was the cauie of my country : It was a good cAufe, 
and you (hall ever find me oF that fide. You have 
carried it, and I know you will no longer be my e- 
nemy . But alas I Sir, as long as your works fub- 
fifc, wherever they be read, even unto the end of 
time, muft I be branded as a villain. Jt is a hard 
fentence ; and yet, unlefs the fpear of Achilles, the 
fame inftrument which gave the wound, adminifter 
the remedy, it muft be lb. 

In fhort, Sir, you muft be a man of honour: I? 
is not pofhble that honour (hould be wanting where 
all the diftinguifhing charafteriftics of it are found* 

1 cannot doubt it; and therefore, 1 will let you 
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fully into a fecret which accident has given you a 
part of, and I am fure you will keep it. 

The fource of all my misfortunes was the vote of 
the Houfeof Commons 5 but I have laboured how¬ 
ever, as I always fhail, to ferve my country and 
make myfelf agreeable to them : And though the 
misfortune of a bad public character deprived me 
of the private converfation of my countrymen, 
which is the fureft and beft way to know our true 
intereft ; yet I flatter myfelf that my little Effays 
may be uleful, at leaft they may be no bad begin¬ 
ning : And you know it is eafy to add to a work 
once begun. But if the work is known to be mine, 
the very name will condemn it, and render it ufe- 
lefs to my country. 

Whatever the faults maybe, I have publicly ap¬ 
plied to you to mend them, before the bearer’s 
miftake made me determine this private application 
to you : And I mud fay, that 1 lhall reckon it no 
fmall degree of honour, if you take that trouble 
upon you. 

In the mean time, I (hall beg the favour of you, 
to keep a fecret which no other perfon but my 
printer, my bookleller, and the bearer knows, 
t am, 

Reverend Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

JOHN BROWNE. 



A LET- 






















C 289 2 



A 

LETTER 
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Mr. MacCulla’s Project about Halfpence, 
and a new one propefed. 

Written in Mdccxxix. 


S I R, 

'V O U defire to know my opinion concerning 
A Mr. MacCulla’s project, of circulating notes 
ftamped on copper, that fhall pafs for the value 
of halfpence and pence. I have fome knowledge 
of the man ; and, about a month ago, he brought 
me his book, with a couple of his halfpenny notes : 
But I was then out of order, and he could not be 
admitted. Since that time I called at his houfe, 
where I difeourfed the whole affair with him as 
thoroughly as I could. I am altogether a ftranger 
to his chara&er. He talked to me in the ufu; 1 
ftile, with a great profefijon of zeal for the public 
good ; which is the common cant of all projectors 
in their bills, from a firft Minifter of State down to 
a corn-cutter. But, I flopped him fhort, as I 
would have done a better man ; becaufe it is too 
grofs a practice to pafs at any time, and efpecially 
in this age, where we all know one another fo well. 
Yet, whoever propofeth any fcheme, which may 
prove to be a public benefit, I fhall not quarrel, if 
Vol.XII. Oo it 
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it prove likewife very beneficial to himfelf. It is 
certain, that, next to the want of filver, our great- 
eft diftrefs in point of coin is the want of final! 
change, which may be fome poor relief for the 
defeat of the former, fince the crown will not. 
pleafe to take that work uppn them here as they 
do in England. One thing in Mr. MacCulla’s book 
is certainly right, that no law hinders me from 
giving a payable note upon leather, wood, copper, 
brafs, iron, or any other material (except gold and 
filver) as well as upon paper. The queftion is, 
whether I can fue him on a copper bond, where 
there is neither hand nor feal, nor witnefles to 
prove it. To fupply this, he hath propofed, that 
the materials upon which his note is written, (hall 
be in fome degree of value equal to the debt. But 
that is one principal matter to be inquired into. His 
icheme is this, 

He gives you a piece of copper for a half penny 
pr penny, ftampt with a promifTory note to pay 
you twenty pence for every pound of copper notes, 
whenever you fhall return them. Eight and forty 
of thefe halfpenny pieces are to weigh a pound, and 
he fells you that pound, coined and damped, for 
two {hillings ; by which he clearly gains a little 
more than 1 6 per cent, that is to fay, two pence in 
every (hilling. 

This will certainly arife to a great fum, if he 
fhould circulate 4s large a quantity of his notes 
as the kingdom, under the great dearth of filver, 
may very probably require ; Enough indeed to 
make any Irifh tradefman’s fortune ; which, how¬ 
ever, I fhould not repine at in the leaft, if we could 
be fure of his fair dealing. It was obvious for me 
to raife the cpmmon obje<ftion, why Mr. MacCulla 
would not give fecurity to pay the whole fum to any 
man who returned him his copper notes, as my Lord 
Dartmouth and Colonel Moor were by their patents 
obliged to do. To which he gave me fomeanfwers 
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plaufible enough. Firjl , He conceived that his coins 
were much nearer to the intrinfic value than any of 
thofe coined by patents, the bulk and goodnefs of 
the metal, equalling the bed: Engliih halfpence 
made by the crown. That he apprehends the ill- 
will of envious and defigning people, who, if they 
found him to have a great vent for his notes, lince 
be wanted the prote&ion of a patent, might make 
a run upon him which he could not be able to fup- 
port, And, hftly, that his copper, as is already 
laid, being equal in value and bulk to the Engliih 
halfpence, he did not apprehend they fhould ever 
be returned, unlefs a combination, proceeding from 
fpite and envy, might be formed againft him. 

But there arc fome points in his propofal which I 
cannot well anfwer for, nor do I know whether 
he will be able to do it himfelf. The firjl is, whether 
the copper he gives us will be as good as what the 
crown provided for the Engliih halfpence and far¬ 
things ? And, fecondly^ whether he will always con¬ 
tinue to give us as good ! And, thirdly , when he 
will think ht to hop his hand, and give us no more ? 
For I lhould be as lorry to be at the mercy of Mr. 
MacCulla, as of Mr. Wood. 

There is anotherdifficulty of the laft importance. 
It is known enough that the crown is fuppofed to 
be neither gainer nor lofer by the coinage of any 
metal : For they fubtraft, or ought to fubtraft 
no more from the intnnfic value than what will 
juft pay the charges of the mint; and how much 
that will amount to is the queftion. By what I 
could gather from Mr. MacCulla, good copper is 
worth fourteen pence per pound. By this compu¬ 
tation, if he fells his copper notes for two {hillings 
the pound, and will pay twenty pence hack, then 
the expence of coinage for one pound of copper 
muft be fix pence, which is 30 per cent . The 
world ftiould be particularly fatisfied on this article, 
before he vends his notes : For the difeount of 
O o 2, 30 
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30 per cent, is prodigious, and vaftly more th-in I 
can conceive it ought to be. For, if we add to 
that proportion the 16 per cent, which he avows to 
keep for his own profit, there will be a difcount of 
about 46 per cent . Or, to reckon, I think, a fair¬ 
er way ; whoever buys a pound of Mr. MacCulla’s 
coin, at two {hillings per pound, carries home only 
the real value of fourteen pence, which is a pound 
of copper ; and thus he is a lofer of 41 1. 13 s, 4 d. 
per cent , But, however, this high difcount of 30 
percent, will be no obje&ion againft MacCuBa’s 
propofal; becaufe, if the charge of coinage will 
honeftly amount to fo much, and we luppofe his 
copper notes may be returned upon him, he will be 
the greater fufferer of the two ; becaufe the buyer 
can lofe but four-pence in a pound, and MacCulla 
muft lofe fixpence, which was the charge of the 
coinage. 

Upon the whole, there are fome points which 
mult be fettled to the general fatisfattion, before 
we can fafely take Mr. MacCulla’s copper notes 
for value received ; and how he will give that fatif- 
fa&ion is not within my knowledge or conjecture, 
The firfi point is. That we (hall be always lure of 
receiving good copper, equal in bulk and finenefs 
to the belt Englifh halfpence. 

I he fecond point is. To know what allowance 
he makes to himfelf, either out of the weight or 
mixture of his copper, or both, for the charge of 
coinage. As to the weight, the matter is ealy by 
his own fcheme: For, as I have faid before, he 
propofes forty-eight to weigh a pound, which he 
gives you for two {hillings, and receives it by the 
pound at twenty-pence : So that, fuppofing pure 
copper to be fourteen pence a-pound, he makes 
you pay 30 per cent, for the labour of coining, as I 
have already obferved, beiides 16 per cent, when he 
lells it. But, if to this he adds any alloy, to debafe 
the metal, although it be not above 1 o per cent, then 
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Mr. MacCulla’s promiffory notes will, to the intrin- 
fic value of the metal, be above 47 per cent . difcount. 

For, fubtra&ing 10 per cent. off 60 pound worth 
of copper, it will (to avoid fractions) be about five 
and a half per cent, in the whole tool, which ad¬ 
ded to 

41 13 4 

5 10 o 

will be per cent. 47 34 

That we are under great diftrefs for change, 
and that Mr. MacCulla’s copper notes, on fuppoli- 
tion of the metal being pure, is lefs liable to objec¬ 
tion than the project of Wood, may be granted; 
but fuch a difcount, where we are not fure even of 
our twenty pence a-pound, appears hitherto a dead 
weight on his fcheme. 

Sincex I writ this, calling to mind that I had 
fome copper halfpence by me, I weighed them 
with thole of Mr. MacCulla, and obferved as fol¬ 
lows ; 

Firji , I weighed Mr. MacCulla’s halfpenny a- 
gainft an Englifh one of King Charles II. which 
outweighed Mr. MacCulla’s a fourth part, or 25 
per cent . 

I likewife weighed an Irifh Patrick and David 
halfpenny, which outweighed Mr. MacCulla’s 12 
1-half per cent . It had a very fair and deep im- 
preffion, and milled very fkilfully round. 

I found that even a common harp-halfpenny, 
well prefeived, weighed equal to Mr. MacCulla’s. 
And even fome of Wood s halfpence were near c- 
qual in weight to his. Therefore, if it be true 
that he does not think Wood’s copper to have been 
faulty, he may probably give us no better. 

I have laid thefe loofe thoughts together with 
little order, to give you, and others who may read 
them, an opportunity of digefting them better. I 
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am no enemy to Mr. MacCulla’s projedf, but I 
would have it put upon a better foot. I own that 
this halfpenny of King Charles II. which I weigh¬ 
ed againft Mr, MacCulla’s, was of the faireft kind 
I had leen. However, it is plain the crown could 
afford it without being a lofer. But it is probable, 
that the officers of the mint were then more honeft 
than they have lince thought fit to be ; for I con- 
fels not to have met thofe of any other year fo 
weighty, or in appearance of fo good metal, among 
all the copper coins of the three laft Veigns; yet 
thefe, however, did much outweigh thofe of Mr. 
MacCulla; for I have tried the experiment on a 
hundred of them. I have indeed leen accidentally 
one or two very light, but it muff certainly have 
been done by chance, or rather, I luppofe them to 
be counterfeits. Be that as it will, it is allowed on 
all hands, that good copper was never known to be 
cheaper than it is at prefent. I am ignorant of 
the price, further than by his informing me, that it 
is only fourteen pence a pound; by which I ob- 
ferve he charges the coinage at 30 per cent. And 
therefore I cannot but think his demands are ex¬ 
orbitant. But, to fay the truth, the desrnefs or 
cheapnefs of the metal do not properly enter into 
the queftion. What we defire is, that it fliould be 
of the belt kind, and as weighty as can be afford¬ 
ed ; that the profit of the contriver lhould be re¬ 
duced from 16 to 8 per cent, and the charge of 
coinage, if poffible, from 30 to 10, or 15 at moft. 

• MacCulla mufl alio give good fecurity that 
he will coin only a determinate fum, not exceeding 
twenty thoufand pounds; by which, although he 
lhould deal with all uprightnefs imaginable, and 
make his coin as good as that I weighed of King 
Charles II. • he will at 16 per cent, gain three thou¬ 
fand two hundred pounds : A very good additional 
job to a private tradelman’s fortune. 
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I mud advife him alfo to employ better work¬ 
men, and make his impreffions deeper and plainer, 
by which a rifing rim may be left about the edge of 
his coin, to preferve the letter from wearing out 
too foon, He hath no wardens or maders, or o- 
tber officers of the mint, to fuck up his profit; 
and, therefore, can afford to coin cheaper than 
the crown, if he will but find good materials, pro¬ 
per implements, and fkilful workmen. 

Whether this projeft will fucceed in Mr. Mac- 
Culla’s hands, (which, if it be honeftly executed, 
I ffiould be glad to fee) ; one thing I am confident 
of, that it might be eafily brought to perfe&ion, 
by a fociety of nine or ten honed gentlemen of for¬ 
tune, who wiffi well to their country, and would 
be content to be neither gainers nor lofers, further 
than the bare intereft of their money, And Mr. 
MacCulla, as being the fird darter of the fcheme, 
might be confidered and rewarded by filch a focie¬ 
ty ; whereof, although I am not a man of for¬ 
tune, I ffiould think it an honour and happinefs to 
be one, even with borrowed money upon the bed 
fecurity I could give. And, fird, I am confident, 
without any fkill but by general reafon, that the 
charge of coining copper would be very much lefs 
than 30 per cent. Secondly, I believe ten thoufand 
pounds, in halfpence and farthings, would be dif¬ 
fident for the whole kingdom, even under our 
great and mod unnecejfary diftrejs for the want of 
iilver; and that, without fuch a didrefs, half the 
fum would luffice. 

For I compute and reafon thus : The city of 
Dublin, by a grofs computation, contains ten thou¬ 
sand families ; and, I am told by diopkeepers, 
that, if filver were as plenty as ufual, two ihilliogs 
in copper would be fufficient, in the courfe of bu- 
finefs, for each family; but, in conllderation of 
the want of filver, I would allow five {hillings to 
each family, which would amount to 250c 1.; and, 

to 
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to help this, I would recommend a currency of all 

the genuine unclefaced harp-halfpence, which are 

If"?/ Lo ^ D.rtmouth’s and Moor’s patents, un¬ 
der King Charles II. ; and the fmall Patrick and 
Dacnd for farthings. To the reft of the kingdom 
I would affign the 7500 1. remaining; reckoning 
IJubhn to anfwer one fourth of the kingdom as 
London is judged to anfwer (if I miftake not) one 
third of England ; I mean in the view of money 
only. J 

To compute our want of fmall change by the 
number of fouls in the kingdom, beiides being 
perplexed, is, I think, by na means juft. They 
have been reckoned at a million and a half, where¬ 
of a million at leaft are beggars, in all circumftan- 
ces except that of wandering about for alms; and 
that circumftance may arrive foon enough, when 
it will be time to add another ten thoufand pounds 
in copper. But, without doubt, the families of 
Ireland, who lie chiefly under the difficulties of 
wanting fmall change, cannot be above forty or 
fifty thoufand; which the fum of ten thoufand 
pounds, with the addition of the faireft old half- 
pence, would tolerably fupply. For, if we give too 
great a loofe to any projector to pour in upon 
ns what he pleafes, the kingdom will be, (how 
lhall I exprefs it under our prefent circumftances ?) 
more than undone. ' 

And hence appears, in a very ftrong light, the? 
villainy of Wood, who propofed the coinage of 
one hundred and eighty thoufand pounds in cop¬ 
per, for the ufe of Ireland ; whereby every family 
in the kingdom would be loaden with ten or a do- 
zen ftiiUing 8 , although AVood might not tranfgrefs 
the bounds of his patent, and although no coun¬ 
terfeits, either at home or abroad, were added to 
the number ; the contrary to both which would 
undubitably have arrived. So ill-informed are 

N great 
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great men on the other fide, who talk of a million 
with as little ceremony as we do of half a crown. 

But, to return to the propofal 1 have made! 
ouppofe ten gentlemen, lovers of their country, 
Ihould raife 200 1. a-piece; and, from the time 
tne money is depofited as they fhall agree, fhould 
begin to charge it with feven percent, for their own 
^ e * t That they fhould as foon as poiEble provide 
a mint and good workmen, and buy copper fuffi- 
eient for coining two thoufand pounds, fubtrafting 
a fifth part of the interefl of ten thoufand pounds 
for the charges of the tools, and fitting up a place 
for a mint 5 the other four parts of the fame in¬ 
terefl: to be fubtrafted equally out of the four re¬ 
maining coinages of 2000 1. each, with a juft al¬ 
lowance for other neceflary incidents. Let the 
charge of coinage be fairly reckoned, and the king¬ 
dom informed of it, as well as of the price of cop¬ 
per. Let the coin be as well and deeply ftamped 
as it ought. Let the metal be as pure as can con- 
fift to have it rightly coined, (wherein I am wholly 
ignorant) and the bulk as large as that of King 
Charles II. . And let this club of ten gentlemen 
give their joint fecurity to receive all the coins they 
ilFue out for feven or ten years, and return gold 
and filver without any defalcation, 

•k tfie f ame Hub or company, when they have 
jfTued out the firft two thoufand pounds, go on the 
fecond year, if they find a demand, and that their 
fcheme hath anfwered to their own intention as 
\vell as to the fatisfaftion of the public; and, if 
they find 7 per cent, not fufficient, let them fub- 
traft 8, beyond which 1 would not have them go: 
And, when they have, in two years, coined ten 
thoufand pounds, let them give public notice that 
they will proceed no farther, but {hut up their 
mint, and difmifs their workmen ; unlefs the real, 
univerfal, unfollicited declaration of the nobility 
VOL. XII. p P and 
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and gentry of the kingdom (hall fignify a defi-'e 
that they fhould go on for a certain ium farther. 

This company may enter into certain regulations 
among themlelves, one of which fhould be, to 
keep nothing concealed, and duly to give an ac¬ 
count to the world of their whole methods of adt- 
ing. ^ 

Give me leave to compute, wholely at random, 
what charge the kingdom will be ac, by the lofs of 
intrinfic value in the coinage of 10,000 1. in cop¬ 
per, under the management of fuch a fociety of 
gentlemen. 

Firjl, It is plain, that, rnfread of fomewliat more 
than 16 per cent, as demanded by Mr. MacCulla*, 
this fociety defires but 8 per cent . 

Secondly x Whereas Mr. MacCulla charges the 
expence of coinage at 30 per cent . I hope and be¬ 
lieve this fociety will be able to perform it at ten. 

Thirdly , Whereas it doth not appear that Mr, 
MacCulla can give any fccurity for the goodnefs of 
his copper, becaufe not one in ten thoufand. have 
the fkill to diftinguifh ; the fociety will be all en¬ 
gaged that theirs fhall be of the be& ftandard. 

Fourthly , That, whereas, Mr. MacCulla’s half¬ 
pence are one fourth-part lighter than that kind 
coined in the time of King Charles II. thefe gentle¬ 
men will oblige themfelves to the public, to give the 
coin of the fame weight and goodnefs with thofd 
halfpence, unlefs they (hall find they cannot afford 
it; and, in that cafe, they fhall beforehand inform 
the public, fliew their reafons, and fignify how 
large they can nwke them without being lofers : 
and fo give over or purfue their fcheme, as thev 
find the opinion* of the world to be. However, I 
do not doubt but they can afford them as large, 
and of as good metal, as the beft Englifh halfpence 
that have been coined in the three laff: reigns, which 
very much outweigh thofe of Mr MacCulla. And 
this advantage will arife in proportion-, by kffen- 
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ir.g the charge of coinage from 30 per cent . to 10, 
or 15, or 20 at moft. But 1 confels myfelf in the 
dark on that article ; only I think it impofiible it 
ihould amount to any proportion near 3c per cent . 
otherwife the coiners of thofe counterfeit half¬ 
pence, called Maps, would have little encouragement 
to follow their trade. 

But the indubitable advantages by having the 
management in luch a fociety, would be the paying 
$ per cent, inftead of 16, the being lure of - the 
goodnefs and juft weight of the coin, and the pe¬ 
riod to be put to any further coinage than what 
was ablblutcly neceflary to fupply the wants and 
defires of the kingdom : And all this under the 
fecurity of ten gentlemen of credit and fortune* 
Who would be ready to give the belt fecurity and 
iatisfaeHon, that they had no defign to turn the 
fcheme into a job. 

As to any miftakes I have made in-computation, 
they are of little moment; and 1 fliall not delcend 
ib low as to juftify them againft any caviller. 

The ftrongeft objection againft what I offer, and 
which perhaps may make it appear vilionary, is the 
diiliculty to land half a Icore gentlemen, who, out 
of a public lpirir, will be at the trouble, for no 
more profit than one per cent, above the legal in- 
tereft, to be overfeers of a mint for five years ; and, 
perhaps, without any juftice, raife the clamour of 
the people againft them. Befides, it is molt cer¬ 
tain, that many a 1quire is as fond of a job, and as 
dextrous to make the beft of it. as Mr. MacGulla 
himfelf, or any of his level. However, I do not 
doubt but there may be ten fuch perfons in this 
town, if they had only fome viiible mark to know 
them at fight. ^ ft I juft forelee another inconve- 
nienev : That knavilh men are fitter to deal with 
-others of their own denomination ; while thole 
who are honeft and beft intentioned, may be the 
anftrumems of as much mifehief to the public, for 
P P 2 want 
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want of cunning, as the greateft knaves ; and more, 
becaufe of the charitable opinion which they arc 
apt to have of others. Therefore, how to join the 
prudence of the ferpent with the innocency of the 
dove in this affair, is the moft difficult point. It 
is not fo hard to find an honeft man, as to make 
this honeft man affive, and vigilant, and ikilful; 
which I doubt will require a fpur of profit greater 
than my fcheme will afford him, unlefs he will be 
contented with the honour of ferving his country, 
and the reward of a good confcience. 

After reviewing what I had written, I fee very 
well that I have not given any allowance for the 
firff charge of preparing all things neceffary for 
coining, which, I am told, will amount to about 
200 1. befides ao 1. per annum for five years rent of 
a houfe. to work in. I can only fay, that this 
making in all 300 1. it will be an addition of no 
more than thr ttper cent. out of 10,000 1. 

But the great advantages to the public, by having 
the coinage placed in the hands of ten gentlemen, 
iuch as I have already defcribed, (if inch are to be 
found) are thefe : 

Firft, They propofe no other gain to themfelves 
than 1 per cent, above the legal intereft for the 
money they advance; which will hardly afford 
them coffee when they meet at their mint-houfe. 

Secondly , They bind themfelves to make their 
coins of as good copper as the beft Englifh half¬ 
pence, and as well coined, and of equal weinht: 
And. do likewife bind themfelves to charge"* the 
public with not one farthing for the cxpence of 
coinage, more than it/hall really ftand them in. 

"Thirdly, They will, for a limited term of feven 
01 ten years, as fhall be thought proper upon ma¬ 
ture confideration, pay gold and filver, without a- 
ny defalcation, for all their own coin that fhall be 
returned upon their hands. 

Fourthly , They will take care that the coins fhall 

have 
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have a deep impreflion, leaving a riling rim on 
both Tides, to prevent their being defaced in along 
time; and the edges (hall be milled. 

I fuppofe they need not be very appreheniive of 
countei feits, which will be difficult to make fo as 
not to be difcovered : For it is plain that thole bad 
halfpence, called Raps , are fo eafily diftinguiflied, 
even from the mod: worn genuine halfpenny, that 
nobody will now take them for a farthing, aitho’ 
under the great prefent want of change. 

I (hall here (ubjoin fome computations relating 
to Mr. MacCulla’s copper notes. They were fent 
to me by a perfon well lkilled in fuch calculations, 
and therefore I refer them to the reader. 

Mr. MacCulla charges good copper at fourteen 
pence per pound, but I know not whether he 
means Avoirdupois or Troy weight. 

Avoirdupois is 16 oz. to a lb. 6960 grains. 
A pound Troy weight, 57 6o grains. 

Mr. MacCulla’s copper is fourteen pence per 
pound Avoirdupois. 

Two of Mr. MacCulla’s penny-notes, one with 
another, weigh 

By which computation, 2 s. of his 
notes, which he fells for 1 lb. 
weight, will weigh 
But 1 lb. Avoirdupois weighs, as 
above. 


This difference makes 10 per cent. 
Culla’s profit, in point of weight. 
The old Patrick and David halfpenny 
weighs 

Mr. MacCuIIa’s halfpenny weighs 
The difference is 

Which is equal to 10 x-half per cent . 


524 grains. 

62SS grains. 
6960 grains. 

to Mr. Mac- 

149 grains. 
131 grains. 

18 
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The Englifh halfpenny 
Charles II. weighs 
MacCuila s halfpenny weighs 


167 grains. 
131 grains. 


The difference is 36 

Which difference allowed a fifth part, is 20 ter 
cent. * 

Another computation. 

Mr. MacCulla allows his pound of copper (coin¬ 
age included) to be worth twenty*pence, for which 
he demands two fhillings. 

His coinage he computes at fixpence per pound 
weight ; therefore, by laying out only twenty.- 
pence, and gaining fourpence, he makes per cent. 
profit 20 

lhe lixpence per pound weight, allow¬ 
ed for coinage, makes per cent. 30 

The want of weight in his halfpenny, 
compared as above, is per cent. 10 

By all which, (viz. coinage, profit, and} — 
want of weight) the public lofes pcr> 60 
cent. 3 _ 

If I\Ir. MacCulla s coins will not pafs, and he 
refufes to receive them back, the owner cannot 
fell them at above tweivepence per pound weight; 
whereby, with the defedt of weight of ic per cnt\ 
he will Iofe 60 per cent. 

lhe feheme of the fociety, raifed as high as it 
can pofiibly be, will be only thus: 

For intereft of their money, per cent. g 

hoi coinage, inllead of 10, inppofe, at moft 

per cent. 

for 300 1 . laid out for tools, a mint, and 
houfe-rent, charge 3 per cent, upon the 
coinage of 10,000 1. 


20 


Charges in 
per cent. 


all 


upon intereft, coinage, &e. 


3 1 


Which, 
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Which, with.all the advantages abovementioned 
<?f the goodnefs of the metal, the largenefs of the 
coin, the deepnefs and fairnels of the impreffion, 
the afiurance of the fociety confining itfelf to fuch 
a fum as they undertake, or as the kingdom fiiall 
approve ; and laftly, their paying in gold or lilver 
for all their coin returned upon their hands, with¬ 
out any defalcation, would be of mighty benefit to 
the kingdom , and, with a little fleadinefs and ac¬ 
tivity, could, I doubt nor, be eafily compalTed. 

I would not in this fcheme recommend the me¬ 
thod of promilTory notes after Mr. MacCulla’s 
manner; bur, as I have feen in old Irifh coins, 
the words Civitas Dublin on one fide, with the 
year of our Lord, and the Irifh harp, on the re- 
verfe. 


<(&> 
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A 

LETTER 

T O T H E 

ARCHBISHOP op DUBLIN, 

CONCERNING the WEAVERS. 

My Lord, 

T^HE Corporation of Weavers, in the woollen 
manufacture, who have fo often attended your 
Grace, and called upon me with their fchemes and 
propofals, were with me on Thurfday laft; when he 
who fpoke for the reft, and in the name of his abfent 
brethren, faid, It was the opinion of the whole body, 
that if fomewhat were written at this time by an 
able hand, to perfuade the people of this kingdom 
to wear their own woollen manufactures, it might 
be of good ufe to the nation in general, and pre- 
lerve many hundreds of their trade from ftarving. 
To which I anfwered, That it was hard for any 
man of common fpirit to turn his thoughts to fuch 
fpeculations, without difeovering a refentment which 
people are too delicate to bear. For I will not de¬ 
ny to your Grace, that I cannot refleCt on the An¬ 
gular condition of this country, different from ail 
others upon the face of the earth, without fome e- 
motion, and without often examining, as I pafs the 
ftreets, whether thofe animals which come in my 
way, with two legs and human faces, clad and ereCt, 
be of the fame fpecies with what I have feen very 

like 
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like them in England, as to the outward fhape, but 
differing in their notions, natures, and intelle&uals, 
more than any two kinds of brutes in a foreft ; 
which any man of common prudence would imme¬ 
diately dificover, by perfuading them to define what 
they mean by law, liberty, property, courage, rea- 
fon, loyalty, or religion. 

One thing, my Lord, I am very confident of; 
that if God Almighty, for our fins, would moft 
juftly fend us a peltilence, whoever fhou’d dare to 
difcover his grief in public for fuch a vifitation, 
would certainly be cenlured for difaffedtion to the 
government. For 1 folemnly profefs, that I do not 
know one calamity we have undergone thefe many 
years, whereof any man, whofe opinions were not 
in falhion, dared to lament, without being openly 
charged with that imputation. And this is the 
harder, becaufe although a mother, when flie hath 
corre&ed her child, may fometimcs force it to kifs 
the rod, yet (he will never give that power to the 
foot-boy or the fcullion. 

My Lord, There are two things for the people 
of this kingdom to confider: Firft , Their prefent 
evil condition ; and, fecondly> What can be done in 
fome degree to remedy it. 

I fhall not enter into a particular defcription of 
our prtfent mifery: It hath been already done in 
feveral papers, and very fully in one intituled A 
Jhort View of the State of Ireland . It will be enough 
to mention the entire want of trade, the navigation- 
adt executed with the utmofi: rigour, the remifiion 
of a million every year to England, the ruinous 
importation of foreign luxury and vanity, the op- 
preflion of landlords, and difcouragement of agri¬ 
culture. 

Now all thofe evils are without the pofiibility of 
a cure, except that of importations ; and to fence 
againft ruinous folly will be always in our power, 
in lpite of the difeouragemenrs, mortifications, con- 
Vol.XII. Q^q tempt 
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tempt, haired, and oppreflioh, we labour under : 
but our trade will never mend, the navigation-act 
never be fofcened, our abfentees never return, our 
endlefs foreign payments never be leffened, our own 
landlords never be lefs exacting. 

All other fchemes for preferving this kingdom 
from utter ruin are idle and vifionary, confequently 
drawn from wrong reafoning, and from general to¬ 
pics, which, for the lame caufes that they may be 
true in all nations, are certainly falfe in ours; as I 
have told the public often enough, but with as little 
effect as what I fliall fay at prelent is likely to pro- 
duce r r 

I am weary of fo many abortive projects, for the 
advancement of trade ; of fo many crude propo- 
ials, in letters fent me from unknown hands; of fo 
many contradictory fpcculations, about railing or 
finkmg the value of gold or filt er : I am not in the 
lead lorry to hear of the great numbers going to 
America, although very much for the caufes that 
drive them from us, fince the uncontrolled maxim, 

l hat people are the riches of a nation,” is no 
maxim here under our circumltances. We have 
neither manufactures to employ them about, nor 
food to lupport them. 

If a private gentleman’s income be funk irretriev- 
a i.y for ever from a hundred pounds to fifty, and 
that he hath no other method to lupply the defici¬ 
ency, I delire to know, my Lord, whether fuch a 
perion hath any other courfe to take, than to fink 
h-nt his cxpences in every article of (economy, to 
five himfe f from ruin and a jail, is not this more 
than doubly the cafe of Ireland, where the want of 
money, the irretrievable ruin of trade, with the 
other evils above-mentioned, and many more, tho* 
well known and felt, and too numerous or invidi¬ 
ous to re ate, have been gradually finking us fop 
above a dozen years part, to a degree that we are 
at lead by two thirds m a worfe condition than was 

ever 
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ever known fince the Revolution. Therefore, in- 
Read of dreams and projects for advancing of trade, 
we have nothing left but to find out fome expedi¬ 
ent whereby we may reduce our expences to our 
incomes. 

Yet this procedure, allowed fo neceflary in all 
private families, and in its own nature fo eafy to be 
put in practice, may meet with Rrong oppofition 
by the cowardly, flavifli, indulgence of the men, to 
tie intolerable pride, arrogance, vanity and luxury 
of the women ; who, ftridly adhering to the rules 
of modern education, feem to employ their whole 
Rock of invention in contriving new arts of pro- 
fufion fafter than the moll parsimonious huSband 
can afford: And to compafs this work the more 
effectually, their univerfal maxim is, to defpife and 
deteft every thing of the growth and manufaftare 
of their own country, and moft to value whatever 
comes from the very remoteft parts of the globe. 
And I am convinced, that, if the virtuofi could 
once find out a world in the moan, with a piffage 
to it, our women would wear nothing but what 
came dire&ly from thence. 

The prime cofi: of wine yearly imported to Ire- 
land is valued at 30,coo /.; and the tea (including 
coffee and chocolate) at five times that I'um. The 
lace, filks, callicoes, and all other unneceffiry or¬ 
naments for women, including Englifli cloths and 
Huffs, added to the former articles, make up (to 
compute grofsly) about 400,000 /. 

Now, if we Should allow the 30,000 /. wherein 
the women have their Share, and which is all we 
have to comfort us, and dedudt 70,000 /. more for 
over-reaching, there would ftill remain 300,000 / 
annually fpent, for unwholefiome drugs and unne- 
cefftry finery. Which prodigious fum would be 
wholly faved, and many thoufands of our misera¬ 
ble Shop-keepers and manufacturers comfortably 
iiipportcd. J 
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Let fpeculative people bufy their brains as much 
as they pleafe, there is no other way to prevent this 
kingdom from finking forever, than by utterly re¬ 
nouncing all foreign drefs and luxury. 

It is abfolutely fo in fa<ff, that every hufband, of 
any fortune in the kingdom, is nourifhing a poi- 
i'onous devouring ferpent in his bofom, with all the 
mifchief, but with none of its wifdorn. 

If all the women were clad with the growth of 
their own country, they might hill vye with each 
other in the courfe of foppery, and ftijl have room 
left to vie with each other, and equally (hew their 
wit and judgement in deciding upon the variety of 
Irilh (lulls. And, it they could be contented with 
their native wholefome (lops for breakfaft, we (hould 
hear no more of their ipleen, hyfterics, cholics, 
palpitations, and afthmas. They might hill be al¬ 
lowed to ruin each other, and their hufbands at 
play, becaufe the money loll would only circulate 
among ourfelves. 

My Lord, 1 freely own it a wild imagination, 
that any words will cure the fottifhnefs of men, or 
the vanity of women ; but the kingdom is in a fair 
way of producing the moh effectual remedy, when 
there will not be money left for the common courfe 
of buying and felling the very neceffiries of life in 
our markets, unlefs we abfolutely change the whole 
method of our proceedings. 

The corporation of weavers in woollen and hlk, 
who have lb frequently offered proposals both to 
your Grace and to me, are the hotted and cold ell 
generation of men that 1 have known. About a 
month ago they attended your Grace, when I had 
the honour to be with you, and. defigned me the 
lame favour, xhey dehred you would recommend 
to your clergy to wear gowns of Irifh duffs, which 
might probably fpread the example among all their 
brethren in the kingdom ; and, perhaps, among 
the lawyers and gentlemen of the univerfity, and 
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among the citizens of thofe corporations who ap¬ 
pear in gowns on lblemn occafions. I then men¬ 
tioned a kind of fluff, not above eight pence a yard, 
which I heard had been contrived by fome of the 
trade, and was very convenient. I dcfired they 
would prepare fome of that, or any tort of black 
fluff, on a certain day, when your Grace would 
appoint as many clergymen as could readily be 
found, to meet at your palace, and there give their 
opinions ; and that, your Grace’s vifitation ap¬ 
proaching, you could then have the belt opportu¬ 
nity of feeing what could be done in a matter of 
fuch confcqucnce, as they feemed to think, to the 
woollen manufacture. But, inftead of attending, 
as was expected, they came to me a fortnight after 
with a new propofal, that fomething fhould be 
written, by an acceptable and able hand, to pro* 
mote in general the wearing of home manufactures, 
and their civilities would fix that work upon me. 

I afked if they had prepared the fluffs, as they had 
promifed, and your Grace expected ; but they had 
not made the leaft ftep in the matter, n©r, as it ap¬ 
pears, thought of it more. 

I did, fome years ago, propofe to the mafters 
nnd principal dealers in the home manufaCtuies of 
filk and wool, that they fhould meet together; and 
after mature confideration, publifh advertifements 
to rhe following purpofe. 

That, in order to encourage the wearing of Irifli 
manufactures in lilk and woollen, they gave notice 
to the nobility and gentry of the kingdom, That 
they, the under figned, would enter into bonds for 
themfelves, and for each other, to fell the feveral 
forts of fluffs, cloths, and filks, made to the beft 
perfection they were able, for certain fixed prices ; 
and in fuch a manner, that, if a child were fent to 
any of their fhops, the buyer might be fecure of 
the value and goodnefs, and meaiure of the ware: 
And, left this might be thought to look like a mo- 

nopoly, 
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nopolv, any other member of the trade might be 
admitted, upon fuch conditions as fhould be agreed 
on. ^ind, if any perfon whatfoever fhould com¬ 
plain that he was ill ufed in the value and goodnefs 
of what he bought, the matter fhould be examin¬ 
ed, the perfon injured be fully fatisfied by the 
whole corporation, without delay, and the diflio- 
neft feller be ftruck out of the fociety, unlefs it ap- 
peared evidently that the failure proceeded only 
from miftake. 

The moral danger is, that if thefe dealers could 
prevail, by rhe goodnefs and cheapnefs of their 
cloths and fluffs, to give a turn to the principal 
people of Ireland in favour of their goods, they 
would relapfe into the knavifh practice peculiar to 
this kingdom, which is apt to run through all trades, 
even io low as a common ale feller ; who, as f'oon 
as he gets a vogue for his liquor, and outfells his 
neighbours, thinks his credit will put off the worft 
he can buy, till his cuftomers will come no more. 
Thus I have known at London, in a general mourn¬ 
ing, the drapiers dye black all their old damaged 
goods, and fell them at double rates, then complain 
and petition the court, that they are ready to ffarve 
by the continuance of the mourning. 

Therefore, I fay, thofe principal weavers, who 
would enter into fuch a compatt as i have men¬ 
tioned, muff give fufficient fecurity againft all fuch 
practices : For, if once the women can perfuacle 
their liufbands, that foreign goods, befides the fi¬ 
nery, will be as cheap, and do more fervice, our 
laft ffate will be worfe than the firft. 

I do not here pretend to digeft perfectly the me¬ 
thod by which thefe principal fhop keepers fhall 
proceed in fuch a propoial; but my meaning is 
clear enough, and cannot reafonably be objected 
againft 

W e ha\e feen what a deftructive lofs the king- 
«dom received, by the deteftable fraud of the mer T 

chants. 
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chants, or nonhern linen weavers, or both; not¬ 
withstanding all the care of the governors ac that 
board, when we had an offer or commerce with 
the Spaniards for our linen, to the value, as I am 
told or 300,000 /. a year. But, while we deal like 
pedlars, we lhali pradife like pedlars, and facrifice 
all lionefty to the prelent urging advantage. 

What I have faid may ferve as an anfwer to the 
de;lire made me by the corporation of weavers, that 
1 would otter my notions to the public. As to anv 
taing further, let them apply themfelves to the par- 
lament in their next fcffion. Let them prevail on 
the Houle of Commons to grant on every reafonable 
requtlr ; and I fhall think there is ftill fome fpirit 
left in the nation, when I read a vote to this pur- 
pole: Refolved nemine contraducnte, That this 
Houle will, for the future, wear no cloths but fuch 
as are made of Inlh growth, or of Jrilh manufac¬ 
ture, nor will permit their wives or children to wear 
any other: And that they will, t 0 the utmoft, en¬ 
deavour to prevail with their friends, relations de- 
pendents, and tenants, to follow their example 
Andff at the lame time, they could banifh tca , 
and coffee, and china-ware, out of their families 
and force their wives to chat their fcandal over an 
infufion of lage, or other wholefome domeftic ve¬ 
getables, we might pofiibly be able to fubfift, and 
pay our abfentees, penlioners, generals, civil ofii- 
cers, appeals, colliers, temporary travellers, ftu- 
dents, lchoolboys, fplenetic viliters of Bath Tun¬ 
bridge, and Epfom, with all other fmaller drains 
by lending our crude unwrought goods to England,’ 
and receiving from thence, and all other countries 
nothing but what is fully manufaflured, and keep 

a few potatoes and oatmeal for our own fubfift- 
cnee. 

I have been, for a dozen years paft, wifely prog- 
noft.cating the prefent condition of this kingdom • 
which any human creature, of common fen/e, could 

fore cel 
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foretel, with as little fagacity as myfelf. My mean¬ 
ing is, that a conlumptive body mud needs die, 
which hath (pent all its fpirits, and received no 
nourifhment. Yet I am often tempted to pity, 
when I hear the poor farmer and cottager lament¬ 
ing the hardnefs of the times, and imputing them 
either to one or two ill feafons, which better cli¬ 
mates than ours are more expofed to; or to fcar- 
city of filver, which to a nation of liberty, would 
only be a {light and temporary inconvenience, to be 
removed at a month’s warning. 
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TO SEVERAL 

LETTERS from unknown Persons, 


Written in the Year M.dcc.xxix. 


Gentlemen, 

JAM inclined to think that I received a lette 
from you two « laft fummer, diverted to Dublin 
while I was lh the country, whither it was lent me 
and I ordered an anfwer to it to be printed ; but 
« feems, it had little effert, and I fuppofe this wil 
have not milch more. But the heart of this peopli 
is waxed grofs, and their ears are dull of hearing 
and their eyes they have clofed. And, gentlemen, 
I am to tel you another thing : That the world i< 
too regardlefs of what we write for the publit 
good : T hat, after we have delivered our thoughts 
without any profpert of advantage, or of reputa^ 
tion, which latter is not to be had but by fubfcrib- 
ing our names, we cannot prevail upon a printer to 
be at the charge of fending it into the world, unlel's 
we will be at all, or half the expence s And a 
though wc are willing enough to bellow our la¬ 
bours, we think it unreafonable to be out of doc 
ket; becaufe it, probably, may not confift with the 
fituation of our affairs. c 


Vo l. XII. 


Trueman and Layfield, 
R r 


Id# 
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I do very much approve your good intention?, 
and, in a great meafure, your manner of declaring 
them ; and, I do imagine you intended that the 
world fhould not only know your fentiments, but 
my anfwer, which I lhall impartially give. 

That great Prelate, in whofe cover you directed 
your letter, fent it to me th/s morrting ; and I be¬ 
gin my anfwer to-night, not knowing what inter- 
ruption I may meet with. 

I have ordered your letter to be printed, as it 
ought to be, along with my anfwer ; becaufe, I 
conceive, it will be more acceptable and informing 
to the kingdom. 

I fliall therefore now go on to anfwer your letter 
in all manner of flncerity. 

Although your letter be dire&ed to me, yet I 
t ike myfelf to be only an imaginary perfon ; for al- 
th 0 ’ I conjecture I had formerly one from you, yet I 
pever anfwered it otherwife than in print; neither 
was I at a lofs to know the reafons why fo man? 
people of this kingdom were tranfporting them- 
ltives to America. And, if this encouragement 
were owing to a pamphlet written, giving an ac¬ 
count of the country of Pennfylvania, to tempt 
people to go thither; I do declare that thofe who 
were tempted, by fuch a narrative, to fuch a jour- 
ney, were fools, and the author a mod: impudent 
knave ; at lcaft, if it be the fame pamphlet I law 
when it firft came out, which is above twentv-five 
years ago, dedicated to William Penn, (whom' by a 
nnftake, you call Sir William Penn) and ftyling him 
by authority of the Scripture, Moft Noble Go¬ 
vernor. For I was very well acquainted with Penn, 
and did, fome years after, talk with him upon that 
pamphlet, and the impudence of,the author, who 
fpoke fo many things in praife of the foil and cli¬ 
mate ,which 1 enn himfelf did abfolutely contradiCf. 
ror, he did allure me, that this country wanted 
the lhelter of mountains which left it open to the 

northern 
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northern winds from Hudfon’s Bay and the Frozen 
Sea, which deftroyed all plantations of trees, and 
was even pernicious to all common vegetables. But, 
indeed, New-York, Virginia, and other parts lefs 
northward, or more defended by mountains, are 
delcribed as excellent countries ; but, upon what 
conditions of advantage foreigners go thither, I am 
yet to feek. 

What evils our people avoid by running from 
hence, is eafier to be determined. They conceive 
themfelves to live under the tyranny of moft cruel 
exacting landlords, who have no view further than 
increafing their rent-rolls. Secondly , you complain 
of the want of trade, whereof you feem not to 
know the reafon. Thirdly , You lament moft juftly 
the money fpent by abfentees in England. Fourthly , 
You complain that your linen-manufacture de¬ 
clines. Fifthly , That your tyth-collectors opprefs 
you. Sixthly y That your children have no hopes 
of preferment in the church, the revenue, or the 
army ; to which you might have added the law, 

. and all civil employments whatfoever. Seventhly , 
You are undone for want of filver, and want all o- 
ther money. 

I could eafily add fome other motives, which, to 
men of fpirit, who defire and expect, and think 
they deferve the common privileges of human na¬ 
ture, would be of more force than any you have 
yet named to drive them out of this kingdom. Bur, 
as thefe fpeculations may probably not much affect 
the brains of your people, I fhall chufe to let them 
pafs unmentioned. Yet I cannot but obferve, 
that my very good and virtuous friend, his Excel¬ 
lency Burnet (0 fill , nec tali indigne parente!) 
hath not hitherto been able to perfuade his rafials, 
by his oratory in the (File of a command, to fettle 
a revenue on his Vice-royal perion. I have been 
likewife allured, that, in one of thofe colonies on 
the continent, which nature hath fo far favoured, 
Rr 2 as 
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as (by the induftry of the inhabitants) to produce 
a great quantity of excellent rice ; the ftubborn- 
nefs of the people, who, having been told that the 
world was wide, took it into their heads that they 
might fell their own rice at whatever foreign market 
they pleafed, and feem, by their pra£tice,° very un¬ 
willing to quit that opinion. 

But, to return to my fubject: I muft confefs to 
you both, that, if one reafon of your people’s de¬ 
ferring us, be the defpair of tilings growing better 
in their own country, I have not one fyllable to an- 
fwer ; becaufe that would be to hope for what is 
impoffible; and fo I have been telling the public 
thefe ten years. For, there are three events which 
which muft precede any I'uch bleffing : Firft, A 
liberty of trade; Secondly, A {hare of preferments 
in all kinds, equal to the Britifh natives ; and. 
Thirdly, A return of thofe abfentees, who take a- 
way almoft one half of the kingdom’s revenue. As 
to the firjl and Jeccnd, there is nothing left us but 
defpair; and, for the third, it will never happen till 
the kingdom hath no money to fend them, for 
which, in my own particular, I lhould not be 
forry. 

r lhe exaction of landlords hath indeed been a 
grievance of above twenty years {landing. But, as 
to what you object about the fevere claufes relating 
to improvement, the fault lies wholly on the other 
{idc . Toi the landlords, either by their ignorance 
or greedinefs of making large rent-rolls, have per¬ 
formed this matter fo ill, as we fee by experience, 
that there is not one tenant in five hundred who 
hath made any improvement worth mentioning. 
For which I appeal to any man who rides through 
the kingdom, where little is to be found among the 
tenants, but beggary and deflation ; the cabbins of 
the Scotch themfelves inUllter, being as dirty and 
miferableas thofe of the wildeft Irifli. Whereas good 
firm penal claufes for improvement, with a toler¬ 
able 
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able caiy rent, and a realbnable period of time, 
would, in twenty years, have increafed the rents of 
Ireland at lead a third part in the intrinfic value. 

I am glad to hear you fpeak* with Tome decency 
of the clergy, and to impute the exaflions you la. 
ment to the managers or farmers of the tvthes. 
But you entirely midake the faft; For I defy the 
mod wicked and mod powerful clergyman in the 
kingdom to opprefs the meaned farmer in the pa- 
paridi; and I defy die fame clergyman to prevent 
himfelf from being cheated by the fame farmer, 
whenever that farmer fhall be difpofed to be knav- 
iih or peevifh, For, although the Ulder tything- 
tciler is more advantageous to the clergy than anv 
other in the kingdom, yet the minider can demand 
no more than his tenth ; and, where the corn 
much exceeds the fmall tythes, as, except in fom<f 
didrifb, I am told it always doth, he is at the 
mercy of every dubborn farmer, efpecially of thofe 
whofe fe< 3 , as well as intered, incline them to oppo- 
fition. However, I take it that your people, bent for 
America, do not ihew the bed part of their pru¬ 
dence in making this one part of their complaint: 
Yet they are fo far wife as not to make the pay¬ 
ment of tythes a lcruple of confcience, which is too 
grofs for any Protedant diflenter, except a Quaker, 
to pretend. But, do your people indeed thinkT that! 
if tythes were abolilhed, or delivered into the hands 
of the landlord, after the bleifed manner in the 
Scotch fpiritual oeconomy, that the tenant would 
fit eafier in his rent under the fame perfon, who 
mud be lord of the foil and of the tythe together ? 

I am ready enough to grant, that the oppreflion 
of hindlords, the utter ruin of trade, with its ne- 
celTary confequence the want of money, half th<i 
revenues of the kingdom fpent abroad,' the conti¬ 
nued dearth of three years, and the drong deluiion 
in your people by falfc allurement from America, 
may be the chief motives of their eagernefs after 

fitch 
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temnrui expe ^! t ! 0 ” - , there is likewife another 
n ptation winch is not of inconfiderable weight; 

th r fe^ ' C,r ' tCh liviD S in « country where 
■Aru r , • 1S P redominallt > and where their eyes 

W Trr "' ll1 n0t be 0ffened b - v thc ftunib- 

t!Sfs b k ° f ceremonies ’ habits, and fpiritual 

l WaS fur P rifed ro find ‘hat thofe calamities, 
whereofwe are mnoeent, have been fufficient to 
duvc many families out of their country, who had 
no reafon to complain of oppreffive landlords. 
I-rfo Wh ? C ’ ^'aftyearin the northern parts, a 
vears whole eftate was let above twenty 

years ago, and then at a very reafonable rent, fome 
for leaks of lives, and fome perpetuities, did, in a 

verv n inco r| PU M ha ' e deVen ° f the!e 'cates at a 
vears ° n nflde,abIe pnce > although they were two 
When rFr T cckoncd *° P a y but half value. From 

cond don I'TT fe J*, thal 0ur P ,efenc miferable 
condition and the ddmal profpect of worfe, with 

other reafons above affigned. are fufficient to put 

men upon trying this defperate experiment of 

lho a uld nS h thefCeRe , theyare in ’ though landlords 
ihould, by a miracle, become lefs inhuman. 

here is hardly a fcheme propofed for imnrov- 

nifeftlvffie dC f ‘ his . ki . n g dom ’ w hich doth not ma- 
^ofer And ' ^ ftu P'duy ami ignorance of the pro¬ 
wife head d / aU§1 Wlth conteni P‘ a ‘ thofe weak 
Tdllfe n m f °h Pr ° C f d U P° n § eneral m :ixims, or 
EnPhnd* T^° f° W T7 thC exam P les of Holland and 
,inf! ft J- Thc f e Em P ,ncs talk by rote, without 
tfrSZ*?* d ] e cor )hitution of the kingdom; a S 
a phyhcian, knowing that exercife contributed 
much to health, ffiouid prefcribe to his patient un- 

tna 'n a * ? 0Ut ’ t0 Walk ten every morn- 

plTin r r dlrectl0ns for h-eland are very fhort and 
10 en eourage agriculture and home con- 

wffich rrV 3 " U un ly , difcard aU importations 
which are not abfolutely necdlary for health or 

life. 






/'•■»» UNKNOWN PERSONS. 319 

life. And how few neceflaries, conveniencies, or 
even comforts of life, are denied us by nature, or 
not to be attained by labour and induftry ? Are 
tlrofe deteftabie extravagancies of Flanders-lace, 
Jiughih cloths made of our own wool, and other 
goods, Italian or Indian lilks, tea, codee, choco- 
late china ware, and that profuiion of wines, by 
the knavery of merchants growing dearer every 
lealon, with a hundred unnecelTiry fopperies, bet¬ 
ter known to others than me : Are thefe, I lay, fit 
foi us, any more than for the beggar who could 
not eat his veal without oranges ? Is it not the 
higheft indignity to human nature, that men 
mould be fuch poltrons, as to fuffer the kingdom 
and themfelves to be undone, by the vanity, the 
folly, the pride and wantonnefs of their wives ; 
who, under their prefent corruptions, feem to be 
a kind of animal l'uffered, for our fins, to be lent 
into the world for the deftruction of families, fo- 
cieties, and kingdoms, and whofe whole ftudy 
leems diredtly to be as expenfive as they polfibly 
can, in every ufelefs article of living ; who, by lon<r 
piactice, can reconcile the moll pernicious foreign 
drugs to their health and pleafure, provided they 
are but expenfive ; as ftarlings grow fat with hen¬ 
bane; who contract a robuitnefs by mere practice 
of noth and luxury ; who can play deep feveral 
hours after midnight, fleep beyond noon, revel 
upon Indian poifons, and fpend the revenue of a 
moderate family, to adorn a nauleous, unwhole- 
lome living carcafe? Let thole few, who are not 
concerned id any part of this accufation, luppofe it 
unlaid ; let the reft take it among them Gra¬ 
cious God ! in his mercy, look down upon a 
nation fo lhamefuily befotted. 

If I am poiiclTed of an hundred pounds a year, 

i 0 m r C misfortune “ to fiftv, without a 
poflibility of ever being retrieved : Does it remain 
a quellion, tn luch an exigency, what I am to do ? 

Muft 
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Mutt not I retrench one half in every article of 
expence ? Or retire to fame cheap, diftant part of 
the country, where neceflaries are at half value ? 

. Is tliere an y mortal who can fhew me, under the 
circumftances we ftand with our neighbours, under 
their inclinations towards us, under laws never to 
be repealed, under the deflation caufed by abfen- 
tees, under many other circumftances not to be 
mentioned, that this kingdom can ever be a nation 
of trade, or lubfift by any other method than that 
eft a reduced family, by the utmoft parfimony, in 
the manner I have already preferibed ? 

Iam tired with letters from many unreafonable 
well-meaning people, who are daily preffing me to 
deliver my thoughts in this deplorable junfture: 
winch, upon many others, I have fo often done in 
vain.. VV hat will it import, that half a fcore peo¬ 
ple, in a coffee-houfe, may happen to read this pa¬ 
per, and even the majority of thofe few, differ irt 
every lentiment from tne ? If the farmer be not ah 
lowed to low his corn, if half the little money a- 
mong us be fent to pay rents to Irifh abfentees, and 
the reft for foreign luxury, and drefs for the wo¬ 
men, what will our charitable difpofitions avail, 
when there is nothing left to be given ? When 
contrary to all cuftom and example, all neceflaries 
ot lire are fo exorbitant, when money of all kinds 
was never known to be fo fcarce ? So that gentle¬ 
men of no contemptible eftates are forced to re¬ 
trench in every article (except what relates to their 
wives) without being able to fhew any bounty to 
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ANSWER 

TO SEVERAL 

BETTERS fcnt me from unknown Hands. 


Written in the Year m.dcc.xxix. 


X Am very well pleafed with the good opinion you 
expieis of me, and wiih it were any way in my 
power to anfwer your expectations for the fervice 
of my country. 1 have carefully read your feveral 
Rhemes and propofals, which you think fhould be 
offered to the parliament. In anfwer, I will allure 
you, that, in another place, I have known very 
good propofals rejected with contempt by public 
allemblies, merely becaufe they were offered from 
without doors; and yours perhaps might have the 
fame fate, efpecially if handed into the public by me, 
who am not acquainted with three members, nor 
have the lead intereft with one. My printers have 
been twice profecuted, to my great expence, on 
account of difeourfes I writ for the public fervice. 
without the lead reflection on parties or perfons ; 
and the fuccefs I had in thofe of the Drapier was 
pot owing to my abilities, but to a lucky juncture, 
\vhen the fuel was ready for the firft hand that 
Vol* XII. S f would 
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would be at the pains of kindling it. It is true, 
both thofe envenomed profecutions were the work- 
manfhip of a judge, who is now gone to his own 
place * But, let that be as it will, I am deter¬ 
mined henceforth never to be the inftrument of 
leaving an innocent man at the mercy of that 
bench. 

It is certain, there are feveral particulars relating 
to this kingdom, (I have mentioned a few of them 
m one of my Drapier’s letters) which it were hear¬ 
tily to be wifhed that the parliament would take 
under their confideration fuch as will nowife inter¬ 
fere with England, otherwife than to its advan¬ 
tage. 

.The firft I fhall mention is touched at in a letter 
which I received from one of you, gentlemen, a- 
bout the highways; which, indeed, are almoft 
every where fcandaloufly neglected. I know a very 
rich man in this city, a true lover and faver of his 
money, who, being pofiefled of fome adjacent 
lands, hath been at great charge in repairing effec¬ 
tually the roads that lead to them; and hath aflur- 
ed me, that his lands are thereby advanced four or 
five fhillings an acre, by which he gets 'treble in- 
tereft. But, generally fpeaking, all over the king¬ 
dom, the roads are deplorable; and, what is more 
particularly barbarous, there is no fort of provifion 
made for travellers on foot; no, not near this city, 
except in a very few places, and in a moft wretch¬ 
ed manner : Whereas the Englifli are fo particu- 
arly careful in this point, that you may travel 
there an hundred miles with lefs inconvenience 
than one mile here. But, lince this may be thought 
too great a reformation, I fliall only fpeak of roads 
ior horfes, carriages, and cattle. 

r I f, elan ^ is > * think > computed to be one third 
2 mailer than England; yet, by fome natural difad - 

* Lora CMef-Jnftice WhMei. 


vantages, 
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Vantages, it would not bear quite the fame propor¬ 
tion in value, with the fame encouragement. How¬ 
ever, it hath fo happened, for many years paft, 
that it never arrived to above one eleventh part in 
point of riches; and, of late, by the continual de- 
Creafe of trade and increafe of absentees, with other 
circumftances not hear to be mentioned, hardly to 
a fifteenth part ; at lead, if my calculations be 
right, which I doubt, are a little too favourable on 
our fide. 

Now, fuppofmg day-labour to be cheaper by one 
half here than in England, and our roads, by the 
nature of our carriages and the delegation of our 
country, to be not worn and beaten above one 
eighth part fo much as thofe of England, which is 
a very moderate computation ; I do not fee why 
the mending.of them would be a greater burthen 
to this kingdom than to that. 

There have been, I believe, twenty a£ls of par¬ 
liament, in fix or feven years of the late King *, 
Aor mending long trails of impaflible ways in feve- 
ral counties of England, by eredling turnpikes* 
and receiving pafTage-money in a manner that eve¬ 
ry body knows. If what I have advanced be true, 
it would be hard to give a reafon againft the fame 
practice here, fince the neceflity is as great, the ad¬ 
vantage, in proportion., perhaps much greater, the 
materials of ftone and gravel as eafy to be found, 
and the workmanfhip at leaft twice as cheap. Be¬ 
sides, the work may be done gradually, with al¬ 
lowances for the poverty of the nation, by fo many 
perch a year; but with a fpecial care to encourage 
tkill and diligence, and to prevent fraud in the un¬ 
dertakers, to which we are too liable, and which 
a're not always confined to thofe of the meaner 
fort: But againft thefe, no doubt, the wifdom of 
the nation may, and will provide. 


King George I. 

s f 2 
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Another evil, which, in my opinion, deferred 
the public care, is the ill-management of the bogs, 
the neglect whereof is a much greater mifchicf °to 
this kingdom than moll people feem to be aware 
of. 

It is allowed indeed, by thofe who are efteemed 
moft fkilful in fuch matters, that the red fwelling 
molly bog, whereof we have fo many large trails 
in this ifUnd, is not by any means to be fully re¬ 
duced ; but the fkirts, which are covered with a 
green coat, eafily may, being not an accretion, or 
annual growth of mol's, like the other. 

Now, the landlords are generally too carelefs 
that they fuffer their tenants to cut their turf in 
thefe fkirts, as well as the bog adjoined, whereby 
there is yearly loft a confiderable quantity of land 
throughout the kingdom, never to be recovered. 

But this is not the greateft part of the mifehief. 
For the main bog, although perhaps not reducible 
to natural foil, yet, by continuing large, deep, 
ftraight canals through the middle, cleaned at pro¬ 
per times, as low as the channel or gravel, would 
become a fecure fummer-pafture ; the margins 
might, with great profit and ornament, be filled 
with quickins, birch, and other trees proper for 
fuch a loil, and the canals be convenient for water- 
can iage of the turf, which is now drawn upon 
fled-cars with great expence, difficulty, and lofs of 
time, by reafon of the many turf-pits fcattered ir¬ 
regularly through the bog, wherein great numbers 
of cattle are yearly drowned. And it hath been, I 
confefs, to me, a matter of the greateft vexation as 
well as wonder, to think how anv landlord could 
be fo abfurd as to fuffer fuch havock to be made. 

All the arts for encouraging plantations of fo- 
reft-trees are, 1 am told, extremely defedive^ 
which, with great fubmiffion, muft have been ow- 
ing to a defect of Ikill in the contrivers of them. 
In this climate, by the continual blowing of the 

weft- 
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Weft-fouth-weft wind, hardly any tree of value 
will come to perfection that is not planted in 
groves, except very rarely, and where there is 
much land-fhelter. I have not, indeed, read all the 
a£ts; but, from inquiry, I cannot learn that the 
planting in groves is enjoined. And, as to the 
effeCts of thefe laws, I have not feen the leaft, in 
many hundred miles riding, except about a very 
few gentlemens lioufes, and even thofe with very 
little fkill or fuccefs. In all the reft, the hedges 
generally mifearry, as well as the larger flender 
twigs planted upon the tops of ditches, merely for 
want of common fkill and care. 

I do not believe that a greater and quicker profit 
could be made, than by planting large groves of 
afh, a few feet afunder, which in feven years 
would make the beft kind of hop* poles, and grow 
in the fame, or lefs time, to a i'econd crop from 
their roots. 

It would likewife be of great ufe and beauty in 
our defert feenes, to oblige all tenants and cotta¬ 
gers to plant afh or elm before their cabbins, and 
round their potatoe-gardens, where cattle either 
do not, or ought not to come to deftroy them. 

The common objections again If all this, drawa 
from thelazinefs, the perverfenefs, or thievifh dif- 
pofition of the poor native Irifh, might be eafily 
anfwered, by fhewing the true rcafons for fuch ac- 
cufations, and how eafily thofe people may be 
brought to a lefs favage manner of life : But my 
printers have already fuffered too much for my 
Speculations. However, fuppofing the fize of a 
natives underftanding juft equal to that of a dog 
or horfe, I have often feen thofe two animals to 
be civilized by rewards, at leaft as much as by pu- 
nifhments. 

It would be a noble atchievement to aboliflh the 
Irifh language in this kingdom, fo far at leaft as to 
oblige all the natives to fpeak only Englifh on every 

occafion 





320 ANSWER u LETTERS 

occafion of bufinefs, in fliops, markets, fairs, and 
other places of dealing : Yet I am wholely deceived 
if this might not be effectually done in lefs than 
halt an age, and at a very trifling expence ; for 
iuch I look upon a tax to be, of only fix thoufand 
pounds a-year, to accomplilh fo great a work, 
this would, in a great meafure, civilize the molt 
barbarous among them, reconcile them to our 
cuftoms and manner of living, and reduce great 
numbers to the national religion, whatever kind 
may then happen to be eftabldhed. The method is 
plain and Ample ; and, although I am too defpon- 
ding to produce it, yet, I could heartily with f'orne 
public thoughts were employed to reduce this un- 
cultivated people from that idle, favage, beaftly, 
thieviih manner of life, in which thev continue 
iunk to a degree, that it is almoft impoffible for a 
country gentleman to find a fervant of human ca¬ 
pacity, or the leaft tincture of natural honefly • or 
who does not live among his own tenants in conti- 
nual fear of having his plantations deftroved. his 
cattle ltolen, and his goods pilfered. 

The love, afFeftion, or vanity of living in Eng- 
land continuing to carry thither fo many wealthy 
families, the confequences thereof* together with 
the utter lofs of all trade, except what is detrimen¬ 
tal, which hath forced fuch great numbers of wea¬ 
vers and others to feek their bread in foreign coun- 
tries, the unhappy practice of flocking iuch vaft 
quantities of land with fheep and other cattle, which 
reduceth twenty families to one: tThefe events 
1 lay have exceedingly depopulated this king¬ 
dom for feveral years pa ft, I fhould heartily wilh, 
therefore, under this miferable dearth of moner, 
that thole who are moft concerned would think 
u advifeable to fave a hundred thoufand pounds a- 
yeai, which is now fent out of this kingdom to 
feed us with corn. There is not an older or more 
uncontroverted maxim in the politics of all wife 

nations, 
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nations, than that of encouraging agriculture. 
And, therefore, to what kind of wifdom a prac- 
tife fo dire&ly contrary among us may be reduced, 
I am by no means a judge. If labour and people 
make the true riches of a nation, what mull be the 
iilue, where one part of the people are forced a- 
wa 7> an d the other part have nothing to do ? 

If it fliould be thought proper by wifer heads, 
that his Majefty might be applied to in a national 
way, for giving the kingdom leave to coin half, 
pence for its own ufc : I believe no good fubjeft 
will be under the left apprehenfion that fuch a re- 
queft could meet with refufal, or the leaft delay. 
Perhaps we are the only kingdom upon earth, 
which did not enjoy that common right of civil 
fociety under the proper infpettion of its prince, or 
legiflature, to coin money of all ufual metals for 
its own occafions. Every petty Prince in Germany, 
vaftal to the Emperor, enjoys this privilege. And 
I have feen in this kingdom feveral filver pieces, 
with the infeription of Civitas Waterford\ Droghcdagh % 
and other towns. 
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POEMS 

ON SEVERAL 

OCCASIONS. 




ballyspellin* 

By Dr. SHERIDAN. 

>\ LL you that would refine your bloody 
As pure as fam’d Llewellyn, 

By waters clear come every year. 

To drink at Ballyfpellm. 

Tho pox or itch, your fkins enrich 
With rubies pifi: die telling. 

Twill clear you' fkin before you’ve been 
A month at Ballyfpellin. 

If lady’s cheek be green as leek 

hen fhe comes from her dwelling, 

The kindling rofe within^ it glows 
When file’s at Ballyfpellin. 

* A famous £ aw in the county of Kilkenny. 

Tt 2 


The 
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The footy brown, who comes from town. 
Grows here as fair as Helen; 

Then back {he goes to kill the beaux 
By dint of Ballyfpellin. 

Our ladies are as frefh and fair 
As Rofs, or bright Dunkelling : 

And Mars might make a fair miftake. 

Were he at Ballyfpellin. 

We men fubmit as they think fit. 

And here is no rebelling ; 

The reafon’s plain, the ladies reign, 

They’re Queens at Ballyfpellin. 

By matchlcfs charms, unconquer’d arms. 
They have the power of quelling 

Such defp’rate foes as dare oppofe 
Their pow’r at Ballyfpellin. 

Cold water turns to fire, and burns, 

I know, becaufe I fell in 

A ftream which came from one bright dame 
Who drank at Ballyfpellin. 

Fine beaux advance, equipt for dance. 

And bring their Anne or Nell in 
ith fo much grace, I’m fure no place 
Can vye with Ballyfpellin. 

No politics, no fubtle tricks, 

No man his country felling, 

We eat, we drink, we never think 
Of thefe at Byllyfpellin. 

ihe troubled mind, the puft with wind, 

Do all come here Pell-Mell in ; 

And. they ire fure, to work their cure 
By drinking Ballyfpellin. 
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If dropfy fills you to the gills, 

From chin to toe tho’ lwelling, 

Pour in, pour out, you cannot doubt 
A cure at Rallyfpellin. 

Death throws no darts thro’ all thefe parts. 
No fextons here are knelling ; 

Come, judge and try, you’ll never die. 

But live at Ballyfpellin : 

Except you feel darts tipt with fteel, 

Which here are every belle in ; 

When from their eyes fweet ruin flies, 

We die at Ballyfpellin. 

Good chear, fweet air, much joy, no care. 
Your fight, your tafte, your fmciling, 

Your ears, your touch, tranfporteth much 
Each day at Ballyfpellin. 

Within this ground we all fleep found. 

No noify dogs a yelling ; 

Except you wake, for Cvelia’s fake. 

All night at Ballyfpellin. 

Here all you fee, both he and fhe. 

No ladv keeps her cell in ; 

But all partake the mirth we make 
Who drink at Ballyfpellin. 

My rhimes are gone, I think I’ve none, 
Unlefs I fhould bring hell in; 

But fince I’m here to heav’n lb near, 

I can’t at Ballyfpellin. 


The 
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The A N S W E R. 


By Dr. SWIFT. 

T)ARE you difpute you faucy brute? 

And think there’s no rebelling 
Your fcurvy lays, and fenfelefs praile 
You give to Ballyfpellin ? 


Howe er you bounce, I here pronounce, 
i our med cine is repelling; 

Your water’s mud, and fcours the blood, 
When drank at Bcllyfpellin. 

Thofe pocky drabs, to cure their fcabs 
} 0U thither are compelling ; 
ill back be fenr, worfe than they went. 
From natty Ballyfpellin. 


Llewellyn why ? As well may I 
Name honed: Dr. Pellin ; 

So hard fometimes you tug for rhimes 
lo bring in Ballyfpellin. 


No fubjefl fit to try your wit, 

When you went colonelling ; 

But dull intrigues t’wixt jades and leagues, 
I hat met at Ballyfpellin. 


Oui lafies fair, fay what you dare. 
Who fowing make with fhell'ng. 
At Market-Hill more beaux can kill 
Than yours at Ballyfpellin. 


Would 
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Would I was whipt, when Sheelah ftript, 
a To wafh herfelf our well in : 1 

A bum fo white, ne’er came in fight. 

At paultry Ballyfpellin. 

Y Of S kI f there ’ fmocks hem P en wear 
ut Holland, not an ell in, 

No not a rag, whate’er you brag, 

Is found at Ballyfpellin. 


But Tom will prat at anv rate. 
All other nymphs expe'lling : 
Becaufe he gets a few Grifets 
At loufy Ballyfpellin. 


There’s bony Jane in yonder lane, 

, J uft ° Cr a 8 ainft tf >e Bell Inn ; 
Where can you meet a lafs fo fweet, 
Round all your Ballyfpellin ? 

We have a girl, deferves an earl. 
She came from Ennifkillin ; 

So fam fo young, no fuch among 
Ehe belles at Ballyfpellin. 


How would you fiare, to fee her there, 
i he foggy mift difpelling; 

air L Cl °v d the brows ’ of every blowfe 
Who lives at Ballyfpellin. 


Now as I live, I would not give 
A Stiver for a Skellin, 

To towfe and kifs the fairefi mi/s 
That leaks at Ballyfpellin. 


Who- 
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Whoe’er will raife fuch lies as there, 

Defences a good cudgelling: 

Who falfely boafts of belles and toafts. 

At dirty Ballyfpellin. 

My chimes are gone to all but one. 

Which is, our trees are felling. 

As proper quite, as thofe you write. 

To force in Ballyfellin. 

RIDDLE, By Dr. Delany. 


Infcribed to the Lady Carteret. 


I R ,tr^ a11 things near me > and far off to boot, 

V\ tthout ftretching a finger, or ftirring a foot. 

, t ^ em * n too, to add to your wonder ; 

Tho many and various, and large and afunder. 
Without jofthng or crowding they pafs fide by fide. 
Thro a wonderful wicket, not half an inch wide : 
1 hen I lodge them at eale in a very large ftore 
Of no breadth, or length, with a thoufand things 
more, ° 


All this I can do without witchcraft or charm, 
Tho’ fometimes they fay I bewitch, and do harm ; 
- “° cold I inname, and tho* quiet invade. 

And nothing can fhield from my fpell but a fhade. 
A thief that has robb’d you, or done you difarace. 
In magical mirror I’ll fhew you his face : 

Nay, if you’ll believe what the poets have faid, 
ihey 11 tell you I kill, and can call back the dead. 
.Like conjurers fafe in my circle I dwell, 

*> ov , e t0 black too, it heightens my fpell; 

A. 0 "?y ma 3 ' c * s mighty in every Hue, 
nho lee a H my power muft fee it in YOU. 


The 
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The fame anfwered by Dr. Swift. 

WITH half an Eye 

Your Riddle 1 fpy. 

I obferv’d your wicket 
Hemm’d in by a thicket* 

And whatever pafles 
Is ftrain’d thro’ glafles. 

You fay it is quiet, 

I flatly deny it : 

It wanders about, 

Without ftirring out. 

No paflion fo weak 
But gives it a tweak ; 

Love, joy, and devotion 
Set it always in motion. 

And as for the tragic 
Effects of his magic, 

Which you fay it can kill. 

Or revive at its will, 

The dead are all found 
And revive above ground, 

After all you have writ, 

It cannot be wit. 

Which plainly does follow. 

Since it flies from Apollo. 

Its cowardice fuch, 

It cries at a touch, 

’Tis a perfect milkfop, 

Grows drunk with a drop. 

Another great fault, 

It cannot bear fait; 

And a hair can difarm 
It of every charm. 

Vol. XII. U u 
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A RIDDLE. By Dr. Swift, to my 
Lady Carteret. 

jpROYI India’s burning clime I’m brought. 

With cooling gales like zephyrs fraught. 

Not Iris when (he paints thefky, 

Can fhew more different hue than 1 ; 

Nor can (he change her form fo fa ft. 

I’m now a fail and now a mail, 

I here am red, and there am green, 

A beggar there, and here a queen. 

I fometimes live in houfe of hair. 

And oft in hand of lady fair. 

I pleafe the young, I grace the old. 

And am at once both hot and cold. 

Say what I am then if you can, 

And find the rhime, and you’re the man. 

******************************+$***+ 

Anfvvered by Dr. Sheridan. 

Y OUR of hair and lady’s hand. 

At firft did put me to a ftand. 

I have it now,--’tis plain enough. 

Your hairy bus’nefs is a Muff. 

Y our engine fraught with cooling gales. 

At once fo like your mart and fails. 

And for the rhime to you’re the man y 
W hat fits it better than a fan . 

**++*****+*****+**+m*m t ********** 

The LOGICIANS refuted. 

TOGICIANS have but ill defin’d . 

As rational, the human kindj 


Pveafon 
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Reafcn, they fay, belongs to man. 

But let them prove it, if they can. 

Wife Ariftotle and Smiglefius, 

By ratiocinations fpecious. 

Have ftrove to prove with great precifion, 
With definition and divilion, 

Homo eft rati one praditum ; 

But, for my foul, I cannot credit ’em. 
And muft, in fpite of them, maintain. 
That man and all his ways are vain ; 

And that this boafted lord of nature 
Is both a weak and erring creature. 

That inftindl is a furer guide 
Than reafonboafting mortals pride ; 

And, that brute beads are far before ’em, 
Deus eft anima brut or um . 

Whoever knew an honed brute, 

At law his neighbour profecute. 

Bring action for afiault and battery. 

Or friend beguile with lies and flattery. 
O’er plains they ramble unconfin’d, 

. No politics diflurb their mind ; 

They eat their meals, and take their fport* 
Nor know who’s in or out at court. 

They never to the levee go 
To treat as deareft friend a foe : 

They never importune his grace. 

Nor ever cringe to men in place ; 

Nor undertake a dirty job. 

Nor draw the quill to write for Bob. 
Fraught with invective they ne’er go 
To folks at Pater-Nofler-Row : 

No judges, fidlers, dancing-mailers, 

No pick-pockets, or poetaflers, 

Are known to honed quadrupeds : 

No Angle brute his fellows leads. 

Brutes never meet in bloody fray, 

N->r cut each others throats for pay, 

U u 2 
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Of hearts, it is confdVd, the ape 
Comes neareft us in human fhape. 

Like man he imitates each fafhion. 

And malice is his ruling paffion : 

But, both in malice and grimaces, 

A courtier any ape furpafies. 

Behold him humbly cringing wait 
Upon the minifter of rtate ; 

View him foon after to inferiors 
Aping the conduft of fuperiors : 

He promifes with equal air. 

And to perform takes equal care. 

He in his turn finds imitators. 

At court the porters, lacqueys, waiters. 
Their mafters’ manners rtill contract, 

And footmen, lords, and dukes can aft. 
Thus, at the court, both great and fmall 
Behave alike, for all ape all. 

ODE ON SCIENCE. 

heav’nly born ! in deepert cells 
If fairert fcience ever dwells 
Beneath the moflv cave ; 

Indu’ge the verdure of the woods: 

With azure beauty gild the floods. 

And flow’ry carpets lave ; 

For melancholy ever reigns 
Delighted in the fylvan feenes 
With fcientinc light ; 

While Dian huntrefs of the vales 
Seeks lulling founds and fanning gales, 
Tho* rapt from mortal fight. 

Yet, goddefs, yet the way explore 
With magic rites and heathen lore 
Obftrufted and dcprefs : d : 


Till 
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Till wifdom gave the facred nine. 
Untaught, not uninfpired to fhine. 

By reafon’s power redrefs’d. 

When Solon and Lycurgus taught. 

To moralize the human thought 
Of mad opinion’s maze, 

To erring zeal they gave new laws. 

Thy charms, O liberty, the caufe 
1 hat blends congenial rays. 

Bid bright Allrcea gild the morn, 

Or bid a hundred funs be born. 

To hecatomb the year ; 

Without thy aid in vain the poles : 

In vain the Zodiac fyftem rolls : 

In vain the lunar fphere. 

Come, faireft princefs of the throng, 
Bring fweet philofophy along , 

In metaphylic dreams ; 

While raptur’d bards no more behold 
A vernal age of purer gold 
In Heliconian ftreams. 

Drive thraldom with malignant hand, 
To curfe fome other deftin’d land 
By folly led affray : 

Ierne bear on azure wing ; 

Energic let her foar, and ling 
Thy univerfal fway. 

So when Amphion bade the lyre 
To more majeftic found afpire. 

Behold the madding throng. 

In wonder and oblivion drown’d. 

To fculpture turn’d by magic found. 

And petrifying fong. 






342 POEMS ON 

The PUPPET-SHOW. 

r ’PHE life of man to reprefent. 

And turn it all to ridicule, 

Wir did a puppet-flow invent, 

Where the chief adtor is a fool. 

The gods of old were logs of wood. 

And worfhip was to puppets paid. 

In antic drefs the idol ftood, 

And priefts and people bow’d the head. 

No wonder then if art began, 

The limple votaries to frame. 

To fhape in timber foolifh man. 

And conlecrate the block to fame. 

From hence poetic fancy learn’d. 

That trees might rife from human forms. 
The body to the trunk be turn’d. 

And branches iffue from the arms. 

Thus DcedaJus and Ovid too, 

1 hat man’s a blockhead have confcft, 

Powel and Stretch * the hint purfue, 

Life is the farce, the world a jeft. 

The fame great truth South-Sea f hath prov’d 
On that fam’d theatre, the Ally, 

W here thoufands by directors mov’d 
Are now fad monuments of folly. 

* Two fuppet-fhow men. 
f See the poem on the South-Sea projett, p. i 30. 
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What Momus was of old to Jove, 

The fame Harlequin is now ; 

The former was buffoon above. 

The latter is a Punch below. 

This fleeting fcene is but a ftage. 

Where various images appear. 

In diff/ent parts of youth and age 
Alike the prince and peafant lhare. 

Some draw our eyes by being great, 

Falfe pomp conceals mere wood within. 

And legiflators rang’d in ftate 
Are oft but wifdom in machine. 

A flock may chance to wear a crown. 
And timber as a lord take place, 

A ffatue may put on a frown 

And cheat us with a thinking face. 

Others are blindly led away, 

And made to adf for ends unknown. 

By the mere fpring of wires they play 
And fpeak in language not their own. 

Too oft, alas ! a fcolding wife 
Ufurps a jolly fellow’s throne. 

And many drink the cup of life. 

Mix’d and embitter’d by a Joan. 

In fhorr, whatever men purfue 
Of pleafure, folly, war, or love; 

This mimic-race brings all to view, 

Alike they drefs, they talk, they move. 

Go on, great Stretch, with artful hand. 
Mortals to pleafe and to deride, 

And when death breaks thy vital band, 
Thou (halt put on a puppet's pride. 
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Thou fhalt in puny wood be fhewn, 

Thy image ihall preferve thy fame. 

Ages to come thy worth fh.dl own. 

Point at thy limbs, and tell thy name. 

Tell Tom he draws a Farce in vain, 

Before he looks in Nature’s glafs, 

Puns cannot form a witty fcene. 

Nor Pedantry for humour pafs. 

To make men a£t as fenfelefs wood. 

And chatter in a myftic flrain, 

Is a mere force on flelh and blood. 

And fhews fome error in the brain. 

He that would thus refine on thee. 

And turn thy ftage into a fchool, 

The jeft of Punch will ever be, 

And ftand confefl the greater fool. 

On PSYCHE*. 

A T two after noon for our Pfyche inquire, 

Her tea-kettle’s on, and her fmock at the fire; 
So loitering, fo active; fo bufy, fj idle, 

Which hath (he mofl need of, a fpur or a bridle? 
Thus, a gre) hound out-runs the whole pack in a race, 
Yet would rather be hang’d than he’d leave a warm 
place. 

She gives you fuch plenty, it puts you in pain ; 

But ever with prudence takes care of the main. 

To pleafe you, file knows how to chufe a nice bit; 
For her talte is almoic as refin’d as her wit. 

.* MvS * sican » a very Ingenious well-bred lady, wife to Mr. John 
Sican, an eminent Grocer in Dublin. 

To 
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Jo oblige a good friend, flic will trace ev’ry market. 
It would do your heart good, to fee how fhe will 
cark it. 


Yet beware of her arts, for it plainly appears. 
She faves half her victuals by teeding your ears, 



To Mrs. Houghton of Bormont, upon 
praifing her hufband to Dr. Swift. 



Y 0U always are making a god of your fpoufe. 
But this neither reafon nor conlcience allows; 
Perhaps you will fay, ’tis in gratitude due. 

And you adore him, becaufe he adores you. 
Your argument's weak, and fo you will find, 

For you, by this rule, muft adore all mankind. 


On the Collar of Mrs. Ding ley’s Lap-dog. 

tDRAY fteal me not, Pm Mrs. Dingley’s, 

VVhofe heart in this four-footed thing lies, 

A left-handed Letter to Dr. Sheridan 


Sir, 


T"\El any reports it, and he has a fhrewd tongue, 
^ That we both ad the part of the down and 
cow-dung ; 

We lye cramming ourfelves, and are ready to burft. 
Yet ftill are no wifer than we were at firft. 

* All the humour of this poem is loft, by the impcflibility of 
printing it left-handed, a: it was wrote. 
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Pudet hose opprobria, I freely muft tell ye, 

Et diu potuiiTe, et non potuifle refelli. 

Tho’ Delany advis’d you to plague me no longer. 
You reply and rejoin like Hoadly of Bangor. 

I muft now, at one fitting, pay off my old fcore : 
How many to anfwer? One, two, three, four. 

But becaufe the three former are long ago part, 

I fhall, for method lake, begin with the laft. 

You treat me like a boy that knocks down his foe. 
Who, ere t’other gets up, demands the rifing blow. 
Yet 1 know a young rogue, that, thrown flat on the 
field. 

Would, as he lay under, cry out, Sirrah, yield: 

So the French, when our generals foundly did pay 

Tir ’ em > [Deum: 

Went triumphant to church, and fang ftoutly Te 
So the famous Tom.Leigh, when quite run a-ground. 
Comes off by out-laughing the company round. 

In ey’ry vile pamphlet you’ll read the fame fancies. 
Having thus overthrown all our further advances. 
My ofl'ers of peace you ill underftood, [good? 
Friend Sheridan, when will you know your own 
’Twas to teach you in moderate language your duty; 
For, were you a dog, I could not be rude t’ye. 

-As a good quiet foul, who no mifehief intends 
To a quarrelfome fellow, cries, Let us be friends. 
But we like Antaeus and Hercules fight, 

The oft’ner you fall, the oft’ner you write ; 

And 111 ufe you as he did that ovegrown clown, 

I’U firft take you up, and then take you down: ’ 
And, ’tis your own cafe, for you never can wound 
The worft dunce in your fchool, till he’s heav’d 
from the ground. 

I beg your pardon for ufing my left hand, but I was 
in great hafte, and the other hand was employ¬ 
ed at the fame time in writing fome letters of 
bufinefs. 

September 20, 1718. 


I will 
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i. will fend you the reft when I have Ieifure ; but 
pray come to dinner with the company you met 
here laft. 


Q X X X X X X X X V V * y V* y ^ y V* y y y v y y y ^ 


Upon Healing a Crown when the Dean 
was afleep. 


By Dr. S H E R I D A N. 

TT\Ear Dean, fince you in fleepy wife 

Have op’d your mouth, and clos’d your eves. 
Like ghoft I glide along your floor. 

And foftly fhut the parlour door : 

For fliould I break your fweet repofe. 

Who knows what money you might lofe ? 

Since oftentimes it has been found, 

A dream has giv’n ten thoufand pound. 

Then deep, my friend, dear Dean, fleep on, 

And all you get dial! be your own ; 

Provided you to this agree. 

That all you lofe belongs to me. 


4**4****44****4**4*4444444*44444.444.* 

The D E A N’s Anfwer. 

CO, about twelve at night, the punk 
^ Steals from the cully when he’s drunk j 
Nor is contented with a treat. 

Without her privilege to cheat. 

Nor can I the leaft difference find. 

But that yoti left no clap behind. 

But jeft apart, reftore, you capon ye, 

My twelve thirteens * and fixpence ha’penny. 

• An Engliih /hilling pafleth for thirteen pence in Ireland* 

X X 2 To 
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To eat my meat, and drink my medlicot. 

And then tq give me fuch a deadly cut_- 

But cis obier d, that men in gowns 
Are rooft inclin d to plunder crowns . 

Could you but change a crown as eafy 
As you can fteal one, how ’twould pleafe ye { 
I thought the lady f at St. Cath Vine's 
Knew how to fet you better patterns ; 

J or this I will not dine with Agmondilham t. 
And for his viftuals let a ragman difli ’em. 
Saturday Night. 



On the Little Houle by the Church-yard of 
Caftleknock, 


TyHoevcr pleafeth to inquire. 

Why yonder fteeple wants a fpire* 
1 he grey old fellow, poet Joe ||, 

The philofophic caufe will £hew. 

Once, on a time, a weftern blaft. 

At leaft twelve inches overcaft. 
Reckoning roof, weather cock and all. 
Which came with a prodigious fall: 

And tumbling topfy-turvey round, 

Light with its bottom on the ground. 

For by the laws of gravitation, 

It fell into its proper ftation. 

This is the little ftrutting pile. 

You fee juft by the churchward ftile; 


+ Lady Montcafliel. 

th^auU.rh^agre^'S’eem ? 5 * ^ ™<by i'ntltmzn hr whom 
|| M'r. Beamontof Trim.’ 


The 
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The walls in tumbling gave a knock, 

And thus the fteeple got a fhock ; 
from whence the neighbouring farmer calls 
The fteeple knock, the vicar walls *. 

The vicar once a week creeps in. 

Sits with his knees up to his chin ; 

Here conns his notes and takes a whet, 

I ill the fmall ragged flock is met. 

A traveller, who by did pafs, 

Obferv’d the roof behind the grafs ; 

On tip-toe flood, and rear'd his foot* 

And faw the parfon creeping out; 

Was much furpris’d to fee a crow 
Venture to build his neft fo low. 

A fchopl-boy ran unto’t, and thought 
The crib was down the blackbird caught, 

A third, who loft his way by night. 

Was force’d, for fafety, to alight, 

And ftepping o’er the fabric roof. 

His horfe had like to fpail his hoof. 

Warburton took it in his noddle. 

This building was defign’d a model. 

Or of a pigeon-houfe, or oven, 

To bake one loaf, and keep one dove in. 
Then Mrs. Johnfon f gave her verdict, 

And every one was pleas’d that heard it: 

All that you make this ftir about, 

Is but a ftill without a fpout. 

The Rev rend Dr. Raymond J guefs’d. 

More probably than all the reft ; 


* Rev. Archdeacon Walls, 
f A friend of the author. 
J Minifter of Trim, 


He 
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He faid, but that it wanted room. 
It might have been a pigmy’s tomh. 


The do&or’s family came by, 

-And little mils began to cry ; 

Give me that houle in my own hand ; 
Then madam bid the chariot ftand, 

Call’d to the clerk in manner mild, 

Pray reach that thing, here, to the child, 
Thar thing, I mean, among the kale, 

And here’s to buy a pot of ale. 


The clerk faid to her in a heat. 

What! fell my mafter’s country feat? 
Where he comes ev’ry week from town 5 
He would not fell it for a crown. 

Poh ! fellow keep not fuch a pother. 

In half an hour thou’lt build another. 


Says Nancy I can make for mifs, 
A finer houfe ten times than this; 

.The dean will give me willow* flicks. 
And Joe my apron full of bricks. 



Probatur aliter. 

/\ Long-ear’d beaft, and a field-houfe for cattle, 
Among the cattle does often rattle. 

A long-ear’d beaft, a bird that prates. 

The bridegroom’s firft gift to their mates. 

Is by all pious Chriftians thought, 

In clergymen the greateft fault. 

A long-ear’d beaft, and woman of Endor, 

If your wife be a fcold that will mend her. 

t The waiting woman. 


With 
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With a long-ear’d bead, and med’cines ufe. 
Cooks make their fool look tight and fpruce. 

A long* ear’d bead, and holy fable. 

Strengthens the {hoes of half the rabble. 

A long* ear’d bead, and Rhenifli wine. 

Lies in the lap of ladies fine. 

A long ear’d bead, and Flanders college. 

Is Dr. T- 1 to my knowledge. 

A long-ear’d bead, and building knight; 
Cenforious people do in fpight. 

A long-ear’d bead, and bird of night, 

"VVe finners are too apt to flight. 

A long ear’d bead, a fhameful vermin, 

A judge will eat, tho’ clad in ermin. 

A long ear’d bead, and Irifli cart, 

Can leave a mark and give a fmart. 

A long*ear’d bead in mud to lie. 

No bird in air fo fwift can fly. 

A long-ear’d bead and a fputt’ring old whig, 

I wifh he were in it and dancing a jig. 

A long-ear’d bead, and liquor to write, 

Is a damnable fmell both morning and night. 

A long-ear’d bead, arid the child of a flieep. 
At whifl they will make a defperate fweep. 

A long* ear’d bead, and till midnight you.day. 
Will cover a houfe much better than clay. 

A long-ear’d bead, and the drink you love bed. 
You call him a floven in earned or jed. 

A long*ear’d bead, and the fifteenth letter. 

I’d not look at all, unlefs I look’d better. 

A long-ear’d bead give me, and eggs unfound. 
Or elfe 1 will not ride one inch of ground. 

A long-ear’d bead, another name for jeer. 

To ladies {kins there is nothing comes fo near. 

A long-ear’d bead, and kind noife of a cat. 

Is ufeful in journies, take notice of that. 

A long-ear’d bead, and what feafons your beef, 
On fuch aa occaflon the law gives relief. 


A 
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A long-ear d beaft, a thing that force muft drive 
in, 

Bears up his houfe, that’s of his own contriving. 

4444***4, 

To a Friend who had been much abufed 
in many different Libels. 

'T’HE greateft monarch may be ftabb’d by night, 
A And fortune help the murd’rer in his flight; 
The vileft ruflian may commit a rape. 

Yet fafe from injur’d innocence efcape ; 

And calumny, by working under ground. 

Can unreveng’d, the greateft merit wound ; 

W hat s to be done ? Shall wit and learning chufc 
To live obfeure, and have no fame to lofe > 

By cenfure frighted out of honour’s road, 

Nor dare to ufe the gifts by heav’n beftoW’d; 

Or fearlefs enter in thro’ virtue’s gate, 

And buy diftinttion at the deareft rate. 

44444444444444 4444444444444* 4444444 , 

On NOISY TOM. 


- Qjti promittit, elves, urbem , fibi cur*, 

Imperium fore, et Italiam, et delubra deorufn ; 

S>uo patrefit natur, mim ignota mat re inhonejius, 
Omnes mo r tales curare , et queer ere cogit. 

Tune Syriy Damee, aut Dionyfi filius audes 
Dejiccre e faxo elves, aut tradere Cadmo ? 

Hor. Lib. i. Sat. vi. vcr. 34, 35, 

Tranflated literally. 

Whoever promifeth (in the fenate) to take the city 
(of Rome) and the citizens under his care, nay, 
the whole empire, Italy, and the temples of the 

gods; 
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gods; fuch a man compelleth all mortals curi- 
oufly to inquire from what father he fprung, 
and whether his mother were fome obfcure dif- 
honourable female. (The People would cry 
out) What, thou, the fon of Cyrus *, or Da- 
mas * or Dionyfius *, dareft thou caft our citizens 
down the Tarpeian rock, or deliver them pri- 
foners to Cadmus f. 

PARAPHRASED. 

TF noify T- (1) fhould in the S-n-te prate. 

That he would anfwer both for church and ftates 
And, further to demonftrate his affe&ion. 

Would take the kingdom into his protection : 

All mortals muft be curious to inquire. 

Who could this coxcomb be, and who his fire ? 
What! thou the fpawn of him (2) who fham’d 
our ifle. 

That traitor, afTaffin, informer vile. 

Though by the female fide (3) you proudly bring. 
To mend your breed, the murder of a king; 

What was thy grandfire (4) but a mountaineer. 
Who held a cabbin for ten groats a year ; 

Whofe matter, Moore (5) preferved him from the 
halter. 

For ftealing cows, nor could he read the Pfalter ? 


* Ufual names of flaves at Rome. 

-f* Cadmus was a li&or, an officer who feized on criminals, like 
% conftable, or meffenger of the H -of C-. 

(1) Sir T-P-. 

(2) The father of Sir T-, # * * *, who engaged in a plot 

to murder King William III. but, to avoid being hanged, turned in¬ 
former againft his aflociates, for which he was rewarded with a good 
eifate, and made a baronet. 

(3) C—d—g—n’s family, &c. 

(4) A poor thieving cottager under Mr. Moore, condemned at 
Clonmell affizes to be hanged for dealing cows. 

(3) The grand/ather of Guy Moore, Efqj who procured him a 
pardon. 

VoL. xn. Yr Durft 
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Durft thou, ungrateful from the f-n-te chace 
ihy founder’s grandlon (6) and ufurp his place 4 ? 
Juft heaven ? to fee the dunghill daftaid brood 
Survive in thee, and make the proverb good (7). 
Then vote a worthy citizen (8) to jail, ° 

In l’pight to juftice, and refufe his bail. 

It is well known, that Queen Anne had no’minatted 
Dr. Swift to an Englilh bifhopric, which was 
oppofed by Dr. Sharp, Archbifhop of York, and 
the Dutchefs of Somerfet, who had prevailed on 
his grace to go with her to the Queen to lay afide 
the nomination, which her Majefty refufed ; but, 
the Dutchefs falling on her knees, and {hewing 
the following prophecy to her Majefty, the bi- 
ihopric was given to another. See the poem, 
The Author on himfelf, vol. vii. p. 164. 

* * * * **f 4 * 4 ***** *** * * *4 4 * * 4 ** 4 *4 4 *+* * * 

The W—df— r PROPHECY. 

three months ago at W—df—r, a poor 



In digging the grave, the fexton ftruck againft a 
fmall leaden coffer, about half a foot in length, 
and four inches wide. The poor man expecting he 
had difeovered a treafure, opened it with fome dif¬ 
ficulty ; but found only a fmall parchment, rolled 


(6) Guy Mnore was fairly ele&cd member of P_ for Clon- 

ell: but S».r I- depending upon his inttref? with a certain 


mell: but S.'r T 


9 x. c •• "huui ivit a vvuam 

parly then prevailing, and ftnee known by the title of Parfonhunters, 
petitioned the Houle acainlt him, out 6f which he was turned upon 
pretence of bribeiy, which the paying of his lawful debts was then 
voted to be. 

/cl ^ rorn gallows, and he w’ill cut your throat. 

($) Mr. G ■ F-a v. ry honed and eminent printer in 

Dublin, who was voted to Newgate upon a ridiculous complaint of 
me ferj*ant Bettefworth. 


up 
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up very fad, put into a leather cafe; which cafe 
was tied at the top, and fealed with a St. George, 
ihe impreffion on black wax very rude and Gothic. 
The parchment was carried to a gentleman of learn¬ 
ing, who found in it the following lines, written in 
a black old Englilh letter, and in the orthography 
of the age,, which feems to be about two hundred 
years ago. I made a fhift to obtain a copy of it ; 
but the tranfcriber, I find, hath in many parts al¬ 
tered the lpeiling to the modern way. The origi¬ 
nal, as I am informed, is now in the hands of the 

ingenious Dr. W-, F. R. S. where I fuppofe, 

the curious will not be refufed the latisfa&ion of 
feeing it. 

The lines feem to be a fort of prophecy, and 
written in verfe, as old propecies ufually are, but 
in a very hoboling kind of meafure. Their mean¬ 
ing is vety dark, if it be any at all; of which the 
learned reader can judge better than I : However 
it be, feveral perfons were of opinion, that they 
deferved to be publifhed, both as they difeover 
fomewhat of the genius of a former age, and may 
• be an amufement to the prefent. 


VJfTHEN a holy black Swede (a), the fonof Bob, 
With a flint at his chin, and a feal at his fob: 
Shall not fee one (b) New-years-day in that year. 
Then let old England make good chear ; 

Windfor and Briftow then fhall be 
Joined together in the Low-Countree. 

Then fhall the tall black (c) Deventry Bird 
Speak againft peace right many a word ; 


(a) Dr. Robinfon, biftiop of Briftol, was one of the plenipoten¬ 
tiaries at the peace of Utrecht. 

(b) There was then eleven days difference between the Old and 
Mew Stile, which latter did not take place in Great-Britain and Ire¬ 
land, until it was introduced by aft of parliament, to commence 
Sept. 2, J752, when eleven days were omitted, and the next day was 
called Sept. 14. 

M Earl of Nottingham. 

T j 2 And 
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And fome flia.ll admire his conyng wit* 

For many good groats his tongue {hall flit. 

But fpight of the Harpy (d) that crawls on allfour, 
There {hall be peace, pardie, and war no more. 

But Englond, muft cry alack and well-a-day, 

If the Stick be taken from the dead Sea. 

And dear Englond, if ought I underftond. 

Beware of Carrots from Northumberlond (i). 
Carrots Town Thynne (2) a deep root may get. 

If fo be they are in Sommer fet: 

1 heir (3) Conyngs mark thou, for I have been told. 
They ajfafyne when young, and poifon when old. 
Root out thefe Carrots , O thou (4), whofe name. 

Is backwards and forwards always the fame ; 

And keep clofe to thee always that name , 

Which (5) backwards and forwards is almoft the 
fame. 

And Englond wouldft thou be happy ftill. 

Bury thofe Carrots under a (6) Hill. 


(<D Duke of Marlborough. 

(1) Lady Elizabeth Percy, foie daughter and heir of Toceline Per- 
cy, Earl of Northumberland, was married to Charles Seymore, Duke 
of Somerfet. 


(2) Thomas Thynne, Efqj a gentleman of very great eftate, who 
was courting the above lady, after the death of her firft hufband 
lienry Cavendifli, Earl of Ogle, only fon to Henry, Duke of New- 
caftle, who died before he was of age to cohabit with her : beinc 
let upon in the Hay-Market, London, was murdered by Count Co- 
ningfmark, a Polilh nobleman, (who paid his addrcfTes to this ladv 
but was refufed) and two ruffians, who fliot Mr.Thynne in his coach.’ 
^tne tount made his efcape, but the others were hanged. There i 
a monument in Wefhninfter-Abbey, erefted to the memory of Mr.^ 
1 hynne, with fome hieroglyphic figures, reprefenting the majmcr 0^ 
ds murder. 


(3) Count Coningfmark. 

(4) Anna Regina. 

( 5 ) Mafliam. 

(6) Lady JVIaiham’s maiden name was Kiilr 


VERSES 





VERSES occafioned by the fudden drying 
up of St. Patrick's Well, near Trinity 
College, Dublin, in 1726. 

TJY holy zeal infpir’d, and led by fame (1), 

** To thee, once favYite ifle, with joy I came ; 
What time the Goth, the Vandal, and the Hun, 
Had my own native Italy (2) o'er-run. 
lerne, to the world’s remotefl parts, 

Renown’d for valour, policy, and arts. 

Hither fromCoIchos (4), with the fleecy ore, 
Jalon arriv’d two thoufand years before, 

(1) Feftus Avienus flourifhcd in -70. See his poem De oris Ms* 
ritimis, where he ufes this exprcilion concerning Ireland, (t Inl'uli 
“ lacra et fie Iaiulaai dixere priici ; eamque late gens Hiberncrum 
tl colit.” 

(2) Italy was not properly the native place of St. Ta rick, but the 
place of his education, ar.d whence he received his million; and be- 
caufe he had his new birth there, hence, by poetical licence, and by 
feripture-figure, our author calls that country his native Italy. 

(3) Julius Solinus, who lived about the time of Tacitus, in the 
year So, chap. 21. fpeaking of the Irifti as a warlike nation, fays, 
that the wives in Ireland, when delivered of a fan, give the child its 
farfb food off the point of their hulband's fword. “ Puerpera, ft 
* ( quando marem edidit, primo Cibos Glad.o imponit mariti, inque 
4< os Parvuli fummo mucrone aufpicium alimentorum leviter insert 
(c et gentilibus votis optat, non aliter quam in bello et inter arma 
“ mortem oppetat.” Again, “ Praecipua viris gloria eft in armorum 
<c tutela.’* 

Polydore Vergil fays, they were diftinguifiied for their fkill in ma¬ 
fic. “ Hiberni funt mufica? peritiftimi.” So Giraldus Cambrenfi , 
who was preceptor to King John, in his Topographia Hiberniae, 
Chap. 11. “ In muficis foJum, prse omni natiune quam vidimus, 

€i incomparabiliter eft inftruifta gens haec.” 

(4) Orpheus, or the antient author ot the Greek poem on the Ar- 
gonautic expedition, whoever he be, fays, that Jafon, who manned 
the fhip Argos at Thelfalv, failed to Ireland. And Adrianus Jun.ui 
ays the fame thing in thele lines, 


Ilia ego fum Grans, olim glaciates lerne 

Difta, et J-.foniar Puppis bene coghiu nautis. 


Tliee* 








35 s P O E M S O N 

Thee (5) happy ifland, Pallas call’d her own, 
When haughty Britain was a land unknown. 

From thee, with pride, the Caledonians (6) tracs 
The glorious founder of their kingly race: 

Thy martial Tons, whom now they dare defpife, 
Did once their land fubdue and civilize: 
Iheirdrefs, their language, and the Scottifh name, 
Confefs the (oil from whence the vigors came. 
Well may they boaft that antient blood, which runs 
Within their veins, who are thy younger Tons, 

A conqueft and a colony from thee. 

The mother-kingdom left her children free; 
f rom thee no mark of flavery they felt. 

Not fo with thee thy bafe invaders dealt; 


(5) Taatus, in the life of Julius Agricola fays, that the harbours 
ct Ireland, on account ot their commerce, were better known to the 
trading part of the world, than thoCe of Britain. “Solum, c*- 

‘ et ,n & en,a cultufquc hominum, haud multum a Britannia 

d lilt runt; melius adieus, portufque per commercia et negociatorcs 
* cogniti, 

(6) Fordun in his Scoti-Chronicon, He&or, Eoethius, Bucha- 
Tian, and all the Scotch hiftorians a f ree, that Fergus, fon of Fer- 
^uhard King of Ireland, was the fi.ft King of Scotland, which country 
He lubdued. That he began to reign 330 years before the Chrirtian 
* ra > and in returning to viiit his native country, was rtiinwrecked on 
thofe rocks in the county of Antrim, which from that accident have 
been lince named Carrickfergus. His descendants reigned after him 
m Scotland 5 for the crown was fettled on him and his lineal Jucccf- 
lors. See the lift of the Kings of Scotland in Heftor Boethius and 
George Buchanan, which begins thus: “ 1. Fergufius primus Sco- 

t0 ?^ e ^ fi r 1US Fer< iy harai regis Hiberniat, regnare incepitamo 
anti Chnfti fervatons in carm m advemum trccentefimo trigefimo. 
Regnavit ann s xxv cr, naufragio periit ad Scopulum Fergufri 
(Cragfergus vernacule) in man Hibernia;.’* 6 

The Irifh language and habit are itill retained in the northern 
parts of Scotland, where the Highlanders fpeak the Jrirti tongue, 
and ufe their antient drefs. As to the name Scotland, Cambden de 
Hibernia mentions it from the authority of ifuore and Beda, that 
they called Ireland “ Scotia,” and that Scotland was termed “ Scotia 
a Scotis Incohs et inde Scoti* nomen cum Scotis in B iranniam 

« :fr, C T 18rafle ‘ . Btdei hb * ca P* *' Hibernia pro¬ 
pria Scotortim patua.. v 


In- 
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Invited here to ’vengeful Morough’s aid (7), 

Thofe whom they could not conquer, theybetray’cL 
Britain, by thee we fell, ungrateful ifle l 
Not by thy valour, but fuperior guile ; 

Britain, with fliame confefs, this land of mine (8) 
^irH: taught thee human knowledge and divine ; 
My prelates and my ftudents, fent from hence, 
Made your Tons converts both to God and fenfe : 


(7) In the reign of King Henry II. Dermot MacMorough, King 
ofLemfler, being d. prived of his kingdom by Roderick 0 ‘Connor, 
King d Connau^h r, he invited the Englilh over as auxiliaris, an] 
promifed Richard Strangbow, Earl of Pembroke, his daughte , 
and all his dominions as a portion. By this aflijlance MacMcrougW 
recovered his crown, and Strahgbow beiame pofE-lfed of all Lcinftcr. 
After this, more forces being fent into Ireland, the English becam* 
powerful here; and when Henry II. arrived* the Irifh Princes fub- 
mitred r 0 his government, and began to ufe the Eilglifh laws. 

(8) Sr. Patrick arrived in Ireland in the year 431, and compleate.l 
the converfion of the natives, which had been begun by Palladios 
and others. And asBifhop Nicholfon obferves, (who was better ac¬ 
quainted with the contents of all the antient hiftories of both king¬ 
doms than any man of the age) Ireland foon became the fountain of 
learning, to which all the wertern Chrifiians, as well as the Englifix 
had recourfe, not only for inftruftion in the principles of religion, 
but in all forts of literature ; “ viz. Legcndi et Schohftica: Erudi- 
“ tionis gratia.” For within a cehtury after the death of St. Pa¬ 
trick, the Irifh feminaries of learning increafcd to fuch a degree, 
that moft parts of Europe fent hither their children to be educated] 
and had from hence both their Bifhops and Doctors. See venerable 
Bede, an English hiftorian of undoubted credit. Hid. Ecclef. lib. iii. 
ca P* 4 > 7 » to > 27. Among other Irifh apoftles, he fays, Saint Co-* 
lumb converted all the Piets, and many other Britons ; and that 
Saint Aidan was the inftru&or of King Ofwald’s Saxon fubjefts m 
Chriftianity, Cambden in Hibernia writes; <e Subfequente aetate 
tf Scoticis monarchis nihil tanclius, nihil eruditius fuerit, et in u- 
“ niverfam Europam fanftiflimorum virorUm examina emiferint.” 
He fa\ s further, that they not only repaired to Ireland, as to the 
mart of learning, but alfo brought from thence even the form of 
their letters : “ Anglofaxor.es etiam noftri ilia £tate in Hiberniam 
<c lanquam ad bonarum literarum mercuturam undique confluxerunt* 
u undedeviris fanftis faypiffime in noftris feriptoribus legitur; a! 
“ mandatus eft ad difeiplinam in Hiberniam. Indeque noftrates 
“ Saxones raiionem formattdi Jiteras accepilTe videantur, quum eo- 
“ dem P^ne cjiaraflcrc ufi fuerit, qui hodic Hibernicis eft in 

ufu. % * 

Not 
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Not like the pallors of thy ravenous breed, 

Who come to fleece the flocks, and not to feed* 

Wretched Terne ! with what grief I fee 
The fatal changes time hath made in thee. 

The Chriftian rites I introduced in vain : 

Lo ! Infidelity return’d again. 

Freedom and virtue in thy Tons I found. 

Who now in vice and flavery are drown'd. 

By faith and pray’r, this crofter in my hand, 

I drove the venom’d ferpent from thy land ; 

The fhepherd in his bow’r might lleep or flng (9), 
Nor dread the adder's tooth, nor fcorpion’s fling. 

With omens oft I ftrove to warn thy fwains, 
Omens, the types of thy impending chains. 

I fent the magpye from the Britiih foil, 

With reftlefs beak thy blooming fruit to fpoil, 

To din thine ears with unharmonious clack. 

And haunt thy holy walls in white and black. 

What elfe are thofe thou feeft in bifhop’s geer, 

Who crop the nurferies of learning here ? 

Afpiring, greedy, full of fenfelefs prate. 

Devour the church, and chatter to the ftate. 

As you grew more degenerate and bafe, 

I fent you millions of the croaking race; 

Emblems of inle£ts vile, who fpread their fpawn 
Thro’ all thy land, in armour, fur, and lawn ; 

A naufeous brood, that fills your fenate walls. 

And in the chamber of your viceroy crawls. 

(9) There are no fnakes, vipers, or toids in Ireland ; and even 
firogs were not known here un il about the year 1700. The mag- 
pyes came a Ihort time before, aud the Norway rats iince. 


See, 
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^ See, where the new-devouring vermin runs. 

Sent in my anger from the land of Huns ; 

With harpy claws it undermines the ground. 

And fudden fpreads a num’rous offspring round; 
I'h’ amphibious tyrant, with his tav’nous band/ 
Drains all thy lakes of fifh, of fruits thy land. 

Where is the facred well, that bore my name ? 
Fled to the fountain back, from whence it came! 
Fair freedom’s emblem once, which fmoothJy flows. 
And bleffings equally on all beftows. 

Here, from the neighb’ring (10) nurfery of arts, 
The ftudents drinking, rais’d their wit and parrs; 
Here, for an age and more, improv d their vein. 
Their Phcebus I, my fpring their Hippocrene. 
Difcourag d youth, now all their hopes mull fails, 
Condemn’d to country cottages and ale; 

To foreign prelates make a flavilh court. 

And by their fweat procure a mean fupport ; 

Or. for the claffics read th’ attorney’s guide, 

Colleft excile, or wait upon the tide. 

O ! had I been apoftle to the Swifs, 

Or hardy Scot, or any land but this ; 

Combin’d in arms, they had their foes defy’d. 

And kept their liberty, or bravely dy d. 

Thou ft ill with tyrants in fucceffion curft. 

The laft invaders trampling on the firfi: : 

Nor fondly hope for lome reverfe of fate. 

Virtue herfclf w^uid now return too late. 

Not half the courfe of mifery is run, 

Thy greateft evils yet are fcarce begun* 

Soon ihali thy Ions, the time is jult at hand. 

Be all madecapdves in their native land; 

When, for the ufe of no Hibernian born, 

Shall rile one blade of giais, one ear of corn ; 

(10) The u iverf.ty of Dubhn, called Trinity- College, was found¬ 
ed by Queen Ea.^beth in 1591. 

Vot.XlI. Zz When 
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When fliells and leather lhall for money pafs. 

Nor thy oppreffing lords (it) afford the brafs. 

But all turn leafers to that (12) mongril breed. 
Who from thee fprung, yet on thy vitals feed ; 
AV r ho to yon rav’nous ifle thy treafures bear. 

And wafte in luxury thy harvefls there; 

For pride and ignorance a proverb grown, 

I he jeft of wits, and to the court unknow. 

I ftorn thy fpurious and degenerate line. 

And from this hour my patronage refign. 

lo the Rev. Mr. Daniel Jackson, to be 
humbly prelented by Mr. Sheridan in 
Perfon, with Rel'petf, Care, and Speed. 

To be delivered by and with Mr. Sheridan. 

Dear Dan, 

TT IRE I return my trull, nor alk 
One penny for remittance; 

If I have well performed my talk. 

Pray fend me an acquittance. 

Too long I bore this weighty pack, 

As Hercules the Ikv, 

Now take him you, Dan Atlas, back. 

Let me be ftander-by. 

Not all the witty things you fpeak. 

In compafs of a day ; 


(11) Wood’s ruinous proiefl again ft the people of Ireland, was 
fupported by Sir Robert Walpole in 1724. 

(12) I he ablentees, who fpend the income of their Irilh eflates 

places, and pennons in England. * 

Not 
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Not half the puns you make a week, 
Should bribe his longer flay. 

With me you left him out at nurfe. 

Yet are you not my debtor ; 

For, as he hardly can be worfe, 

I ne’er could make him better. 

He rhimes and puns, and puns and rhimes 
Juft as he did before ; 

And when he s lafli’d a hundred times. 

He rhimes and puns the more. 

VThen rods are laid on fchoolboys bums. 
The more they friflc and (kip : 

The fchoolboy’s top but louder hums. 

The more they ufe the whip. 

Thus, a lean beaft beneath a load, 

(A beaft of Irilh breed) 

Will, in a tedious dirty road, 

Outgo the prancing fteed. 

You knock him down, and down in vain. 
And lay him flat before ye; 

For, foon as he gets up again. 

He’ll ftrut, and cry, Vifioria f 

At ev’ry ftroke of mine he fell, 

Tis true he roar’d and cry’d ; 

But his impenetrable fliell 
Could feel no harm befide. 

The tortoife thus, with motion flow, 

Will clamber up a wall; 

Yet, fenfelefs to the hardeft blow. 

Gets nothing but a fall. 


Z Z 2 


Dear 
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Dear Dan, then, why fhould you or I 
Attack his pericrany ? 

And fince it is in vain to try, 

We’ll lend him to Dclany. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

lean Tom, when I faw him, laft week, on his horfc 
awry, 

Threaten’d loudly to turn me to ftone with his for. 
eery. 

But I think, little Dan, that in fpight of what our 
foe fays. 

He will find I read Ovid, and his metamorphofes. 
For omitting the firft (where I make a comparifon. 
With a fort of allufion to Putland or Harrilon) 
i et, by my defeription, you’ll find he in fhort is 
A pack and a garran, a top and a tortoife. 

So I hope from henceforward you ne’er will afk, 
can I maul 

This teazing, conceited, rude, infolent animal ? 
And, if this rebuke might turn to his benefit, 

(For I pity the man) I ihould then be glad of it. 


A Copy of Verfes from Thomas Sheridan, 



Written July 15th, 1721, at Night, 

T’D have you t’ know George, Dan, Dean, and Nim, 
lhat I ve learned how verle t’ compofe trim. 


a His brother John Rochfort, called Nim, beeiufche 
hunter, from Nimrod. 

3 The Rev. Mr. Daniel Jack (on. 

A. Dr, Swift, Dean of St. Patrick's. 



was a great 


Much 
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Much better b’half th’n you, n’r you, n’r him. 

And th’t Pd rid’cule their, ’nd your flam Aim, 

Ay’ b’t then, p’rhaps fays you, t’s a m’rry whim 
'V ith ’bundance of mark’t notes i’ th’rim. 

So th’t I ought n’t for t’ be morofe ’nd t* look grim. 
Think n’t your p'ftle put m* in a meagrim ; 
Though, ’n repYt’on day, I ’ppear ver’ Aim, 

I h’ lafl bowl 't Helfham’s did m’ head t’ fwim. 

So th’t I h’d man* aches ’n Vry crubb’d limb, 
Caule th* top of th’ bowl I h’d oft us'd to fkim ; 
And b’iides 5 D’lan’ fwears th’t I'h’d fwall’wed s Vr’l 
brim¬ 
mers, ’nd that my vis’ge’s cov’r’d o’r with r’d pim¬ 
ples: m’r’o’er though m’ fcull were (’s’tis n’t) ’s 
ftrong’s tim- 

mer, ’t mud have ak’d. Th’ clans of th’ c’lledffe 
Sanh’drim, 

pres’nt th’r humbl’ and ’fe&’nate refpe&s; that’s 
t’%, D’lan’, ’chlin, P. Ludl\ Die’ St’wart, 
H’Ilham, Capt’n P’rr’ Walmft’ud 6, longfh’nks 
Timm. 


^yV\ / vvyvyvv^'v^yvv , '/vv'./vvv\A 

^ •* '•* •** ' ■> •• A A / A A A A A A A A A \ A A A A A. jOl 


George Nim-Dan-Dean, Efq-, to Mr. 
She ridan, on his Verfes, written July 
15, 1721, at ten in the morning. 

T\E 4 R Sheridan ; a loving pair 

Of Galftown lads * (for fo they are) 

Befide a brace of grave divines, 

Adore the fmoothnefs of thy lines : 

Smooth as our bafon’s gentle flood, 

Ere George had robb’d it of its mud, 

5 Dr. Delany. 

6 Mr Stopford of Finglas, minifter of that parifli, afterwards bifhop 
•/ Cloyne. 

# The country-feat of Lord Chief Baron Rochfort. 

H h 3 


Smoother 
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Smoother than Pegafus’ old fhoe, 
ire Vulcan comes to make him new. 
Compar’d with which (and that’s enough} 
A Imoothing iron itfelf is rough. 


Nor praife we lefs that circumcifion, 

L>y modern poets, call’d Elifon ; 

Which in its proper ftation place’d, 

Makes thy vcrfe lmooth, and makes them laft, 
ihus a wife taylor is not pinching, 

But turns, at every Team, an inch in. 

Or die,. be fure, your broad cloath breeches. 
Will ne er be fmooth, nor hold the ftiches. 

vei e ’ bricks, defy the weather. 
When fmooth’d by rubbing them together : 
i hy words fo clofely wedge’d, and fhort are, 
i-ike walls, more lafting without mortar c 
By leaving out the needlefs vowels, 

You fave the charge of lime and trowels 
One letter ftill another locks ; 

Each groov’d and dove tail’d, like a box. 

Thy mufe is tuck’d up, and fuccinftj 
In chains thy fyllables are link’d. 

Thy words together ty’d in fmali hanks, 

Clolc, as the Macedonian phalanx • 

Or, like the umbo of the Romans, 

Which fierceft foes ccu’d break by no means. 

I he critic to his coft will find, 

How firmly thefe indentures bind. 
tyo in the kindred painter’s art, 

The fhort'ning is the niceft part. 


Philologers of future ages 
How will they pore upon thy pages » 

Nor will they dare to break to joints, 

But help thee to be read with points * 

Or elfe, to fhew their learned labour, you 
May backward be perus’d like Hebrew. 


Wherein 
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Wherein they need not lofe a bit, 

Or, of thy harmony, or wit. 

To make a work compleatly fine. 

Number, ami weight, and meafure join. 

Then all muft grant, your lines are weighty, 
Where thirty weigh as much as eighty. 

All muft allow your numbers more, 

Where forty lines exceed fourfcore. 

Nor can we think your meafure fhort, 

Where lefs than forty fill a quart. 

With Alexandrian in the dole. 

Long, long, long, long, like Dan’s long nofe. 

A Dialogue between an eminent * Lawyer, 
and Dr. Swift, D. S. P. D. Being an 
Allufion to the Firft Satyr of the Second 

Book of Horace,- Sunt quibus in Satyra , 

&c. 


Written February, 1728. 

gINCE there are perfons who complaia 
There’s too much fatyr in my vein. 

That J am often found exceeding 
Ihe rules of raillery and breeding, 

With too much freedom treat my betters. 

Not fparing even men of letters: 

You, who are ikill’d in lawyers lore. 

What’s your advice ? Shalfl give o’er. 

Nor ever fools or knaves expofe 
Either in verfe or hum’rous prole. 

And to avoid all future ill. 

In my ’ferutore lock up my quill? 

* Mr. Lwdfay, who was afterward* a judge of the Common-Pleas. 


Since 
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Since you are pleas’d to condefcend 
To afk the judgement of a friend, 

Your cafe confider’d, J muft think 
You ftiould withdraw from pen and ink. 

Forbear your poetry and jokes, 

And live like other Chriftian folks ; 

Or, if the Mufes muft infpire 
Your fancy with their pleafing fire, 
lake fubjetts fafer for your wit, 

Than thofe on which you lately writ, 

Commend the times, vour thoughts correft. 

And follow the prevailing fefl; 

Aflert that Hyde *, in writing ftory, 

Shews ail the malice of a Tory, 

While Burnet f in his deathlefs page, 

Difcovers freedom without rage ; 

I o Woolfton t recommend our youth 
For learning, probity, and truth. 

That noble genius who unbinds 

The chains which fetter Bee born minds, 

Redeems us from the fiavifh fears 
Which lafted near two thoufand years ; 

He can alone the priefthood humble, 

Make gilded fpires and altars tumble. 

Muft I commend againft my confciencc 
Such ftupid blafphemy and nonfenfe ? 

To fuch a fubjeft tune my lyre, 

And fing like one of Milton’s choir^ 

Where devils to a vale retreat, 

And call the laws of wifdom fate. 

Lament upon their haplefs fall, 

Lhat force free virtue fhould enthral ? 

* Earl of Clarendon, who wrote of the civil wars begun in the 
year 1641. N 

f Bilhop of Salilbury, who wrote the hiftory of his own times, 

x A degraded clergyman of the church of England, who wrote 
againlt the miracles of our Saviour. 


Or, 
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Or, fhall the charms of wealth and pow’r 
iVIake me pollute the Mufes bow’r ? 

As from the tripod of Apollo, 

Hear from my defk the words that follow: 
Some by philofopers milled, 

Muft honour you alive and dead ; 

And fuch as know what Greece hath writ 
IVIuft tafte your irony and wit. 

While moft that are, or would be great, 
Muft dread your pen, your perfon hate, 
And you on Drapier’s hill * muft lye, 

And there without a mitre die. 



$ 


P A U L U S. By Mr. Lyndsay. 


A Dub/m, Sept. 7, 1728. 

blave to crowds, fcorch’d with the fummer’s 
heats, 

In courts the wretched lawyer toils and fweats; 
While fmiling nature in her belt attire, 

Regales each lenfe, and vernal joys infpire. 

Can he who knows that real good fliould pleafe, 
Barter for gold his liberty and cafe ? 

Thus Panlus preach’d :—When ent’ring at the door. 
Upon his board a client pours the ore : 

He grafps the fhining gift, pores o’er the caufe, 
r orgets the fun, and dozeth on the laws. 


^c5cc5ooJocJccJo^ic$Dc$cc$a5Sof:c{3^:c^3^cc$Qc$o^oofcc$s 

The Answer. By Dr. Swift. 

T Tt NDSAY miftakes the matter quite. 

And honeft Paulus judges right. 


Vol.XII 


In the county of Armagh. 
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Then, why thefe quarrels to the fun. 
Without whofe aid you’re all undone. 

Did Paulus e’er complain of fvveat ? 

Did Paulus e’er the fun forget ? 

The influence of whofe golden beams. 
Soon licks up all unfav’ry fleams. 

The fun, you fay, his face hath kift: 

It has: but then it greas’d his fift. 

True lawyers for the wifeft ends, 

Have always been Apollo’s friends. 

Not for his fuperficial powers 
Of ripening fruits, or gilding flowefs; 
Not foi* infpiring poets brains, 

With pennylefs and ftarv’ling (trains ; 

Not for his boafted healing art ; 

Not for his (kill to (hoot the dart; 

Nor yet becaufe he fweetly fiddles; 

Nor for his prophecies in riddles: 

But for a more fubftantial caufe, 

Apollo’s patron of the laws ; 

Whom Paulus ever muft adore. 

As parent of the golden ore. 

By Phaebus an inceftous birth. 

Begot upon his grandame earth. 

By Phsebus firft produc’d to light, 

By Vulcan form’d fo round and bright; 
Then offer’d at the fhrine of Juftice, 

By clients to her priefls and truftees ; 

Nor, when we fee Aftraea ftand 
With even balance in her hand, 

Muft we fuppofe fhe hath in view. 

How to give ev’ry man his due ; 

Her fcales, you fee her only hold, 
lo weigh her priefts, the lawyers gold. 
Now fhould I own your cafe was grievous. 
Poor fweaty Paulus, who’d believe us ? 

Tis very true, and none denies, 

At leaft that fuch complaints are wife ; 
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1 Tis wife, no doubt, as clients fat ye more, 

"1 o cry, like flatefmen, Qiianta patimur ? 

But, fince the truth muft needs be ftrctched. 
To prove tbat lawyers are lo wretched ; 

This paradox Pll undertake. 

For Paulus and for Lyndfay’s fake. 

By topics, which tho’ I abomine ’em. 

May lerve as arguments ad hominem ; 

^ et, I difdain to offer thofe 
Made ufe of by detracting foes: 

1 own the curfes of mankind. 

Sic light upon a lawyers mind; 

ihe clamours of ten thoufand tongues, 

Break not his reft, nor hurt his lungs. 

I own, his confcience always free. 

Provided he has got his fee. 

Secure of conftant peace within. 

He knows no guilt, who knows no fin. 

Yet, well they merit to be pitied, 

By clients always over witted. 

And though the gofpel feems to fay, 

What heavy burdens lawyers lay, 

Upon the lhoulders of their neighbour. 

Nor lend a finger to the labour. 

Always for faving their own bacon. 

No doubt the text is here miftaken. 

The copy’s falfe, and fenle is rack’d. 

To prove it I appeal to faCt; 

And thus by demonftracion fhew. 

What burdens lawyers undergo. 

With early clients at his door, 

Tho’ he was drunk the night before : 

And, crop fick with unclub’d for wine. 

The wretch muft be at court by nine. 

Half funk beneath his briefs and bag, 

As ridden by a midnight hag: 

Then from the bar harangues the bench, 

In Englifh vile, and viler French, 
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And Latin, vileft of the three; 

And all for poor ten moidores fee. 

Of paper, how is he profufe ? 

With periods long, in terms abftrufe* 
What pains he takes to be prolix ? 

A thoufand lines to ftand for fix! 

Of common fenfe without a word in. 
And is not this a grievous burden ? 

The lawyer is a common drudge. 

To fight our caufe hefore the judge - y 
And what is yet a greater curfe. 
Condemn’d to bear his client’s purfe. 
While he at eafe, fecure and light, 

W alks boldly home at dead of night. 
When term is ended leaves the town. 
Trots to his country-manfion down ; 
And difcncumber’d of his load. 

No danger dreads upon the road; 
Defpifeth rapparees, and rides 
Safe through the Newry mountains fides, 
Lyndfay, ’tis you have fet me on. 

To ftate this queftion pro and con. 

My fatire may offend, ’tis true, 

However, it concerns not you. 

I own there may in every clan, 

Pei haps be found one honeft man ; 

Yet link them clofe, in this they jump, 
io be but fharpers in the lump. 

Imagine Lyndfay at the bar, 

He s much the fame his brethren arc* 
Well taught by praftice to imbibe 
The fundamentals of his tribe : 

And in his client’s juft defence, 

Mult deviate oft from common fenfe \ 
And make his ignorance difeern’d, 

Jo get the name of council learn’d. 


A 
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As Lucus comes a non Lucendo , 

And wifely do as other iren do. 

But fhift him to a better fcene. 

Among his crew of R-s in grain, 

Surrounded with compaflion’s fit, 

To tafte his humour, fenfe, and wit ; 
You’d fwear he never took a fee, 

Nor knew his law in A, B, C. 

*Tis hard where dulnefs over-rules, 

To keep good fenfe in crowds of fools. 
And we admire the man who faves 
His honefty in crowds of knaves ; 

Nor yields up virtue at difcretion, 

To V 11—ns of his own profeffion. 
Lvndfay, you know what pains you take. 

In both, yet barely fave your flake; 

And will you venture both a-new. 

To fit among that venal crew, 

That pack of mimic legiflators, 

Abandon’d, flupid, flavilh praters ? 

For, as the rabble dawb and rifle 
The fool who fcrambles for a trifle, 

Who for his pains is cuff’d and kick’d. 
Drawn through the dirt, his pocket pick’d; 
You muff expett the like difgrace, 
Scrambling with rogues to get a place. 

Muff iofe the honour you have gain’d. 
Your num’rous virtues foully ftain’d : 
Difclaim for ever all pretence 
To common honefty aud fenfe, 

And join in friendfhip with a ftrift tve, 

To **#**, *****^ an( i **** ***#* # 
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On Dr. RUNDLE Bifliop of Derry. 

jyjAKJL Rundle bifhop; fye for fhame ! 

■An Aiian to ufurp the name ! 

A bifliop in the Ifle of Saints! 

How will his brethren make complaints > 

Dare any of the mitred hoft, 

Confer on him the Holy Ghost ; 

In mother-church to breed a variance. 

By coupling Orthodox with Arians ? 


ixrT et ’- We , re h< l ^ eathen > Turk, or Tew, 

What is there in it ftrange or new i 

For, let us hear the weak pretencej 
His brethren find to take offence ; * 

Of whom there are but four at moft, 

Who know there is an Holy Ghost : 

The reft, who boaft they have conferr’d it, 

Like Paul s Ephefians, never heard it; 

And when they gave it, well ’tis known, 

Ihey gave what never was their own. 

V 

RUNDLE a bifhop ! tvell he may; 

He s ftill a Chriftian more than they. 

We know the fubjett of their quarrels; 

J.he man has learning, fenfe, and morals. 

There is a reafon ftill more weighty * 
i is granted he believes a Deity : 

Has ev’ry circumftance to pleafe'us, 

Though fools may doubt his faith in T_ 

But why fhould he with that be loaded. 

Now twenty years from court exploded ? 

And, 
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And, is not this objection odd 

From rogues who ne'er believ'd a God ? 

For liberty a champion (tout, 

Though not fo goipel-ward devout. 
While others hither fent to five us. 
Came but to plunder and enflave us : 

Nor ever own'd a pow’r divine. 

But Mammon, and the G—m-n line. 

Say, how did Rundle undermine ’em : 
Who lhew’d a better Jus divi .um? 

From ancient canons would not vary. 

But thrice retus’d Epilcopari. 

Our bifhop’s predecefTor Magus, 
Would offer all the fands of Tagus ; 

Or (ell his children, houfe, and lands. 
For that one gift, to lay on hands: 

But all his gold could not avail 
To have the Spirit fet to fate. 

Said Turly Peter, Magus, prithee 
Be gone : thy money perifh with thee. 
Were Peter now alive, perhaps 
He might have found a fcore of chaps. 
Could he but make his gift appear, 

In rents three thouland pounds a year. 

Some fancy this promotion odd. 

As not the handy work of God ; 
Though ev’n the bifhops difappointed, 
Mu if own it made by God’s anointed 1 
And well we know, the Congee Regal 
Is more fecure as well as legal. 

Becaufe our lawyers all agree. 

That biflioprics are held in fee. 

Dear Baldwin chafte, and witty Crofle, 
How foreiy I lament your lofs ? 
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That fuch a pair of wealthy ninnies 
Should flip your time of dropping guineas; 


T? 1 . 1.1 rr & * 

for, had you made the k-your debtor. 

Your title had been fo much better. 


The Fable of the Bitches. 



Written in the Year 1715, on an 
peal the Tcft Aft. 


c, on an attempt to re* 


Bitch that was full pregnant grown, 

By all the dogs and curs in town; 

Finding her ripen’d time was come. 

Her little teeming from her womb. 

Went here and there, and ev'ry where, 

To find an eafy place to lay-her. 

At length to Mufick’s houfe (a) fhe came. 

And begg’d like oue both blind and lame ; 

“ % only friend, my dear,” faid fhe, 

" You fee ’tis mere neceffity, 

“ Hath fent me to your houfe to whelp ; 

“ I’ll die, If you deny your help.” 

With fawning whine, and rueful tone. 

With artful figh and feigned groan, 

With couchant cringe, and flattering tale. 

Smooth Bawty (£) did fo far prevail; 

That Mufick gave her leave to litter, 

But mark what followed,—Faith, fhe bit her. 

Whole bafkets full of bits and fcraps, 

And broth enough to fill her paps, 

(*) Muftck’s houfe, the church of England. 

(b) Bawty, (the name of a bitch in Scotch,) ailudtsto the kirk. 


For 





For well fhe knew her num’rous brood, 
For want of milk, would fuck her blood. 


But when fhe thought her pains were done* 
And now ’twas high time to be gone ; 

In civil terms, “ My friend,” lays fhe, 

My houfe you’ve had on courtefy ; 

And now I earneftly delire, 

That you would with your cubs retire : 

For fhould you ftay but one week longer, 

4t I fhall be ftarv’d with cold and hunger.” 


The gueft reply’d—My friend, your leave 
iC I muft a little longer crave ; 
u Stay till my tender cubs can find 
<c Their way—for now you fee they’re blind ; 

But when we’ve gather’d ftrength, I fwear, 
“ We’ll to our barn again repair.” 


The time pafs’d on, and Mufick came. 
Her kennel once again to claim ; 

But, Bawty, loft to fhame and honour. 
Set all her cubs at once upon her ; 

Made her retire and quit her right. 

And loudly cry’d—a bite, a bite. 



Thus did the Grecian wooden horfe. 
Conceal a fatal armed force : 

No fooner brought within the walls. 
But Ilium’s loft, and Priam falls. 
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Copy of the Birth-day Verfes on Mr, 


FORD. 



be content, fince out it muft, 


^ For Stella has betray’d her truft, 

And whifpring charg’d me not to fay, 
That Mr. Ford was born to day : 

Or it, at laft, I needs muft blab it. 
According to my ufual habit. 

She bid me, with a ferious face, 

Be fure conceal the time and place, 

And not my compliment to fpoil 
By calling this your native foil, 

Or vex the ladies when they knew. 

That you are turning forty-two ; 

But, if thefe topics fhall appear 
Strong arguments to keep you here, 

I think, though you judge hardly of it. 
Good manners muft give place to profit. 

The nymphs with whom you firft began. 
Are each become a Harridan ; 

And Montague lb far decay’d, 

Her lovers now muft all be paid. 

And ev’ry belle that fince arofe 
Has her cotemporary beaux. 

\ our former comrades once fo bright, 
With whom you toafted half the night. 

Of rheumatilm and pox complain, 

And bid adieu to dear champain; 

\ our great protestors once in pow’r 
Are now in exile or the tow’r. 

^ our foes triumphant o’er the laws. 

Who hate your perfon and your caufe, 

If once they get you on the fpot, 

You muft be guilty of the plot. 


For 
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For true or falfe they’ll ne’er inquire. 

But ufe you ten times worfe than Prior (a). 

In London, what would you do there ? 
Can you, my friend, with patience bear, 
Nay, would it not your pailion raife, 

Worfe than a pun or Irilh phrafe. 

To fee a fcoundrel ftrut and hedlor 
A foot-boy to fome rogue director; 

To look on vice triumphant round. 

And virtue trampled on the ground ! 

Obferve where bloody-(lands 

With torturing engines in his hands, 

Hear him blafpheme, and fwear, and rail, 
Threat’ning the pillory and jail. 

If this you think a pleafing fcene, 

To London (trait return again. 

Where you have told us from experience 
Are fwarms of bugs and Prefbyterians. 

I thought my very fpleen would burft, 
When fortune hither drove me firft ; 

Was full as hard to pleafe as you. 

Nor perfons, names, nor places knew : 

But now I adt as other fo’ke. 

Like pris’ners when their jail is broke. 

If you have London ftill at heart, 

We’ll make a fmall one here, by art : 

The diff’rence is not much between 
St. James’s Park and Stephen’s Green ; 

And Dawfon-ftreec will ferve as well 
To lead you thither, as Pall-mall, 

Nor want a pafiage through the palace, 

To choak your fight, and raife your malice. 


(a) Mat. Prior, Efq; a famous poet. See his works. 
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The deanry-houfe may well be match'd 
(Under correftion) with the Thacht (*), 
Nor fhall I, when you hither come. 

Demand a crown a quart for ftumm. 

Then for a middle aged chamber, 

Stella may vie with your main charmer. 
She’s now as handfome ev’ry bit, 

And has a thoufand times her wit. 

The Dean and Sheridan, I hope, 

Will half fupply a Gay and Pope, 

Corbet *, though yet I know his worth not, 
No doubt, will prove a good Arbuthnot; 

I throw into the bargain, Tim, 

In London can you equal him ? 

What think you of my fav’rite clan, 

Robin and Jack, and Jack and Dan f ? 
Fellows of modeft worth and parts. 

With cheerful looks, and honeft hearts. 

Can you on Dublin look with fcorn ? 

Yet here were you and Ormond $ born. 

Oh 1 were but you and I fo wife, j 
To fee with Robert Gratton’s eyes, 

Robin adores that fpot of earth, 

That lit’ral fpot which gave him birth. 

And fwears Belcamp || is, to his tafte. 

As fine as Hampton-court at leaft. 

When to your friends you would enhance 
The praife of Italy or France, 

For grandeur, elegance, and wit, 

We gladly hear you and fubmit: 


A / am L 0US ^ vern m St. James's-flreet near the palace. 

Dr. Corbet, afterwards Dean of St. Patrick's cathedra!. Dublin 
•n the death cf Dr. Saturine, who fucceeded Dr. Swift. 

Jackforn V> K ° htrt ^ ^° hn Gra^ton, bruthers i John and Daniel 

I James Butler, the la^e Duke of Ormond. 

(I In Fingal, about five miles from Dublin. 


But 
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But then to come and keep a clutter. 

For this or that iide of a gutter. 

To live in this or t’other ifle. 

We cannot think it worth your while; 

For take it kindly or amils. 

The diff’rence but amounts to this. 

We bury, on our fide the channel, 

In linen *, and on yours in flannel; 

You, for the news are ne’er to feek, 

While we, perhaps, may wait a week: 

You, happy folks, are fure to meet 
An hundred whores in ev’ry ftreet. 

While we may trace all Dublin o’er 
Before we find out half a fcore. 

You fee my arguments are ftrong 
I wonder you held out fo long. 

But fince you are convinc’d at laft. 

We’ll pardon you for what is paft. 

So— let us now for whift prepare. 

Twelve pence a corner if you dare. 

&+&<&€><&€><&&<& 

A PETITION to his Grace the Duke of 

Grafton. 

Non Domus et Fundus Hor. 

By Dean SMEDLEY. 

TT was, my Lord, the dext’rous fhife 
Of t’other Jonathan, viz. Swift, 

But now St. Patrick’s faucy dean, 

With filver verge, and furplice clean, 


* In the year 1733, there was an a Ct of parliament mads in Ire¬ 
land to bury in woollen. 


Of 
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Of Oxford, or of Ormond’s grace 
In looicr rhyme to beg a place. 

A place he got, yclep’d a flail, 

And eke a thoufand pounds withal; 

And, were he a lefs witty writer, 

He might as well have got a mitre. 

Thus I, the Jonathan of Clogher, 

In humble lays my thanks to offer, 
Approach your grace with grateful heart, 
IV]y thanks and verfe devoid of art, 

Content with what your bountv gave. 

No larger income do 1 crave : " 

Rejoicing that in better times 
Grafton * require my loyal lines. 

Proud ! while my patron is polite, 

I likevvife to the patriot write. 

Proud 1 that at once I can commend 
King George’s and the Mule’s friend, 
Endear’d to Britain and to thee, 

(Disjoin’d Hibernia, by the fea) 

Endear’d by twice three anxious years, 
Employ’d in guardian toils and cares : 

By love, by vvifdom, and by (kill, 
lor he has fav’d thee, ’gainft thy will. 

But where fhall Smedly make his neft. 
And lay his wand’ring head to reft ? 

Where fhall he find a decent houfe 
To treat his friends, and chear his fpoufe ! 
Oh ! lack, my lord, fome pretty cure, 

In w hoi dome loil, and aether pure ) 

The garden ftor'd with artlefs flowers. 

In either angle ftvady bowers. 

No gay Paiterre with coftly green, 

TV ithin the ambient hedge be feen : 


Charles Fitzroy, Duke of Grafton, then Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland 

Let 
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Let nature freely take her courfe. 

Nor fear from one ungrateful force ; 

No fheers fhali check her fprouting vigour. 

Nor fhape the yews to antic figure : 

A limpid brook fhali trouts fuppiy. 

In May to take the mimic fly; 

Round a fmall orchard may it run. 

Whole apples redden to the fun. 

Let all be fnug, and warm, and neat, 

For fifty turn’d a fafe retreat. 

A little Eujion may it be, 

Eufton I’ll carve on ev’ry tree. 

But then to keep it in repair, 

My lord-- —twice fifty pounds a year 

Will barely do ; bur it your Grace ^ 

Could make them hundreds -charming place ! > 

Thou then would’ft ihew another face. j 

Clogher ! far north, my lord, it lies, 

’Midft fnowy hills inclement Ikies ; 

One fhivers with the artic wind, 

One hears the polar axis grind. 

Good John * indeed with beef and claret. 

Makes the place warm that one may bear it. 

He has a purfe to keep a table, 

And eke a foul as hofpitable. 

My heart is good ; but aflets fail, 

To fight with ftorms of fnow and hail; 

Befides the country’s thin of people, 

Who feldom meet, but at the ftecple : 

The ftrapping dean, that’s gone to Down, 

Ne’er nam’d the thing without a frown, 

When much fatigu’d with fermon fludy. 

He felt his brain grow dull and muddy ; 

No fit companion could be found 
To pufli the lazy bottle round; 


* Dr. John Sterne, Biihop of Clogber, prcicc^fFjr to Dr. Swift, 
3* Dean of St. Patrick's. 


Sure 
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Sure then, for want of better folks. 

To pledge his clerk was orthodox . 

Ah ! how unlike to GerardJlreet , 

Where beaux and belles in parties meet : 

Where gilded chairs and coaches throng. 

And joftle as they trowl along; 

Where tea and coffee hourly flow, 

And gape-feed does in plenty grow, 

And Griz (no clock more certain) cries 
Exaft at feven. Hot mutton pies . 

There lady Luna in her fphere 

Once fhone, when Paunchforth was not near ; 

But now flie wains, and, as ’tis faid, 

Keeps fober hours, and goes to bed. 

There but ’tis endlcfs to write down 

All the amufements of the town ; 

And fpoufe will think herfelf quite undone, 
lo trudge to Connor * from fweet London. 

And care we mu ft our wives to pleafe 
Or-clfe we fhall be ill at eafe. 

You fee, my lord, what ’tis I lack, 

’Tis only fome convenient tack, 

Some parlonage-houfe, with garden fweet. 

To be my late, my laft retreat; 

A decent church clofe by its fide, 

There preaching, praying, to refide ; 

And, as my time l'ecurely rolls. 

To fave my own and others fouls. 

dea* S f° nn0r U " nit£<1 l ° ,h£ bi<ho P' icof Down; but hce are tvr. 


His 
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His GRACE'S Anfwer. 
By Dr. SWIFT. 

■T\ EAR. Smed, I read thy brilliant lines, 
^ Where wit in all its glory fhines ; 
Where compliments with all their pride 
Are by their numbers dignify’d: 

I hope, to make you yet as clean. 

As that fame, viz. St. Patrick’s Dean : 

I’ll give thee furplice , verge , and fall , 
And may be fomething elfe withal; 

And were you not fo good a writer, 

I Ihould prefent you with a mitre. 

Write, worfethen, if you can— Be wife— 
Believe me, ’tis the way to rife . 

Talk not of making of thy neft , 

Jlh ! never lay thy head to reft ! 

That head fo well with wifdom fraught f 
That writes without the toil of thought .* 
While others rack their bufy brains. 

You are not in the lead at pains. 

Down to your deanery repair, 

And build a caftle in the air . 

I’m fure a man of your fine fenfe 
Can do it with a fmall expence. 

There your dear fpoufe , and you together. 
May breathe your bellies full of ather. 
When lady Luna is your neighbour. 

She’ll help your wife when Ihe’s in labour. 
Well fkill’d in midwife-artifices. 

For die herfelf oft’ falls in pieces . 

There you Ihall fee a rary-jlow , 

Will make vou fcorn this world bcloiv^ 
Vol.XII. 3C 


When 
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When you behold the milky way, 

As white as fnow, as bright as day. 

J he glut ring conftellations roll 
Vibout the grinding artic pole. 

I he lovely tingling in your ears, 

” rou ? ht b y the mufic of the fpheres-- 

Your Ipoufe lhall then no longer heftor. 
You need not fear a curtain-ledlure; 

~ or ^all fhe think that Ihe’s undone 
For quitting her beloved London. 

When ihe s exalted in the Ikies, 
bhe II never think of mutton-pies ; 

« icn youi advanc d above dean, viz. 
leu il never think of goody Griz. 
iiut ever, ever live at eafe, 

£nd drive, and ltrive your -wife to pleafe ; 

In her you’ll centre all your joys, J 
And get ten thqufand£,>/, and boys- 
len thouland girls and boys you’ll get. 

And they, like ftars, fhall rife and let. 

Inle you andfpoufe transform’d, lhall foon 
l>c a new furiy and a new moon : 

Nor lhall you ftrive your horns to hide, 
i or then your horns lhall be your pride. 


Dean Svv.ft at Sir Arthur Acheson's 
in the North of Ir E land . 

T H o Deai1 wou,d vifit Market-Hill. 

t r • i wu nv ,' tation was but fl 'ght; 

1 fa A ld ’~ W - h y. ,et bim > if he will, 

And fo i bid Sir A - r write. 

His 


is manners woiild not let him wait, 

Left we Ihould think ourfelves neglefled ; 


-And 











SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 

And fo we faw him at our gate, 

Three days before he was expedted. 

After a week, a month, a quarter. 

And day fucceeding after day. 

Says not a word of his departure. 

Though not a foul would have him ftay. 

I’ve faid enough to make him blufh, 
Methinks, or elfe the devil’s in’t; 

But he cares not for it a rufh, 

Nor, for my life, will take the hint. 

But you, my dear, may let him know, 

In civil language, if he hays. 

How deep and foul the roads may grow. 
And that he may command the chaife. 

Or you may (ay-my wife intends, 

Though I fhould be exceeding proud, 

This winter to invite l'ome friends, 

And, Sir, I know, you hate a crowd. 

Or, Mr. Dean--1 fhould with joy 

Beg you would here continue ftill. 

But we muft go to Aghnacloy *, 

Or, Mr. Moore will take it ill. 

The houfe-accompts are daily riling, 

So much his flay doth fwell the bills; 

My deareft life, it is furprifing, 

How much he eats, how much he fwills. 

His brace of puppies how they (tuff, 

And they muft have three meals a day, 

Yet never think they get enough ; 

His horfes too cat all our hay. 


3Sy 


* Thejeat of Achefon Moore, Efq; 

3 C 2 


Oh! 
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Oh ! if I could, how I would maul. 

His tallow face and wainfcot paws, 

His beetle brows, and eyes of wall, 

And make him foon give up the caufe. 

Muft I be every moment chid, 

With fkinny bonia, fnip and lean f ; 

Oh ! that I could but once be rid 
Of this infulting tyrant dean ? 

The Storm j Minerva’s Petition. 

jpALLAS, a goddefs chafte and wife, 
Defcending lately from the fkies, 

To Neptune went, and begg’d in form 
He’d give his orders for a ftorm ; 

A ftorm to drown that rafcal-, 

And flie would kindly thank him for’t. 

A wretch ! whom E—gl—h rogues to fpite her, 
Had lately honour’d with a M—tre. 

The god, who favour’d her requeft, 

Affur’d her he wou’d do his beft : 

But Venus had been there before. 

Pleaded the B-lov’d a w-, 

And had enlarg’d her empire wide. 

He own’d no deity belide. 

At fea, or land, if e’er you found him. 
Without a miftrefs, hang or drown him. 

Since B—rn—Vs death, the-’s bench, 

Pill-arriv’d ne’er kept a wench ; 

If-—muft: fink, fhe grieves to tell it. 

She’ll not have left one fingle prelate : 

For, to fay truth, fhe did intend him, 

Eledt of Cyprus in commcndum . 


T The Dean ufed to call Lady Achefon by thefe names. 


And 
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And fince her birth the ocean gave her. 

She could not doubt her uncle’s favour. 

Then Proteus urg’d the fame requeft. 

But half in earneft, half in jeft ; 

Said he-“ Great fovereign of the main, 

«« To drown him all attempts are vain, 

“-can aflume more forms than I, 

“ A rake, a bully, pimp, or fpy. 

** Can creep, or run, can fly or fwim, 
c< All motions are alike to him : 

“ Turn him adrift, and you lhall find 
“ He knows to fail with ev’ry wind; 

<< Or, throw him overboard he’ll ride 
“ As well againfi, as with the tide. 

“ But, Pallas, you’ve apply’d too late, 

41 For, ’cis decreed by Jove and fate, 

“ That Ireland muft be foon deftroy’d, 

« And who but- can be employ’d ? 

« You ueed not then have been fo pert, 

«« In fending Bolton * to Clonfert. 

« I found you did it by your grinning ; 

<< Your bus’nefs is to mind your fpinning. 

“ But how you came to interpofe, 

“ In making B-s, no one knows ; 

And, if you mull have your petition, 

<* There’s Berkeley + in the fame condition ; 

Look, there he flands, and ’tis but juft 
44 If one muft drown the other mull ; 

“ But, if you’ll leave us B -p Judas, 

<< AVe’ll give you Berkeley for Bermudas %. 

* Dr. Theophilus Bolton, afterwards Archbiftop of Catoell. 

+ Dr George Berkeley, a ienior fellow of Trinity-College, Dnh- 
Hn, from whence he was made Dean of Derry, and afterwards Bi- 

fhop of Clavne. . f . . 

j See hisfeheme in his xnifccUames for ereebng an umverfity at 

Bcimudas. V t 
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Now, if twill gratify your fpight, 

-lo put him in a plaguy fright, 

Although ’tis hardly worth the coft, 

You foon fhall fee him foundly toft. 

You’ll find him fwear, blafpheme, and damr. 
And ev rv moment take a dram. 

His ghoftly vif'agc with an air 
Of reprobation and defpair : 

Or, elfe fome hiding-hole he feeks. 

For fear the reft fliould fay he Iqueeks; 

Or, as Fitzpatrick || did before, 

Keiolve to perifti with his w-_; 

A r A fC k h r ra r S ’ 3nd roars ’ and Swears, 

,< ~ nd ’ butfor Ik a me, would fay his pray’rs. 

,, 9 r .’ v ? ou,d y°u fee his fpirits fink ? V 
Kelaxing downwards in a ft_k ? 

" ^ fu< : h a kght as this can pleafe ye’, 

„ n.°M madam Pallas « P ra y be eafy, 

«c nJ^ e PJ une f pealk, , and he’ll confent; 
ut he 11 come back the knave lie went.” 

The goddefs, who conceiv’d an hope, 

I T- was deftin’d to a rope, 

Lehev d it beft to condefcend 
To fpare a foe, to five a friend : 

Jut fearing Berkeley might be fear’d, 
olie left him virtue for a guard. 


•J in °"* •' <• 


The END. 
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